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Talk Underwater 


Ad 


Enter Diving’s New Era — 
Be Seen and Heard! 


Put away the slate and put on the AquaVox. 
Talking underwater is now a reality! 


Just speak in your normal voice. Everyone 
within 35’ will hear you — and hear you 
clearly. The AquaVox is now essential 
equipment for divers who need to 
communicate — making diving safer and 
more fun. 





>Completely acoustic — no electronic or 
mechanical parts to replace or corrode. No batteries. 


>Comfortable, super-wide silicone strap fits 
directly over your mouth, anchoring itself gently to 
your chin. 


Diving’s Sound Wave of the Future 














Super comfortable — no more 
jaw fatigue! 
Manufactured in the USA, the AquaVox is 


liquid injection molded from platinum-cured 
silicone. 


It's soft, durable and extremely comfortable. 
With a simple tie wrap, the AquaVox attaches 
directly to any regulator with a standard size 
mouthpiece. Your mouth and lips are free — 
jaw fatigue is history! 


>Quick release system for easy removal or 
buddy-breathing. 


>Easy to clear with as little as a half breath. 


>Easy maintenance — rinse with fresh water 
in seconds. 


>One year warranty. 


Agle 


WALA A_LA_ALCA_LS 


PATENT PENDING 


$gg95 


30 Day Money Back Satisfaction Guarantee 





For VISA or MASTERCARD orders, call TOLL FREE: 
USA — (800) 338-2678 (ext. 807) 
FLA — (800) 226-2237 
or send CHECK or MONEY ORDER to: 
AQUAVOX, INC. 
P. O. Box 612, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 
Plus $3.00 shipping and handling. 
Florida residents add 6% sales tax. 


TRY IT ON YOUR NEXT DIVE! 


“An Ed Jewel Photograph 


The AQUAVOX is designed for the buddy diving system. The vocal range exceeds what would be considered a safe buddy distance. 


Always dive witha Bucy and use an octopus. 
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Dive Time 
Right Time 
Air Time 
Beach Time 
Ski Time 
Work Time 
Play Time 
Big Time 
Party Time 
Good Time 
Any Time 
HEUER TIME 





Matte black stainless steel and 
goldplated bracelet. 
Uni-directional turning bezel. 
Mineral glass. 
Swiss quartz technology. 
Water resistant to 660 feet. 
Also available in ladies’ models. 
TECHNIQUES D/AVANT-GARDE 


TAG-Heuer West Coast: Canada: 
960 S. Springfield Avenue 


1900 Avenue of the Stars The Chronometric Company Ltd. 
Springfield, NJ 07081 Century City, CA 90067 10271 Yonge St. 
(201) 467-1890 


(213) 556-8208 Richmond Hill, Ont L4¢C 385 
(416) 883-5131 


US 
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master knife maker, is a radical new break- 
through that is destined to become the 
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years to come. 

...and speaking of edges, the new 
LAZER BLADE Knife features two 
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amazing than the LAZER™ 

BLADE cutting ability is the 

fact that the knife is only 

10% metal. 


Computer aided design and manufacturing 
(CAD CAM) is used throughout develop- 
ment and production. 


Wa pe.<c) 
SEA STVLE 
1134 53rd COURT NORTH/P.O. BOX 8238 


WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA 33407 
TELEPHONE: (305) 845-6155 


RESEARCH / DESIGN / ENGINEERING / QUALITY 
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Allnew Z-LOCK fi 
=~ aa @§=6 sheathing 
mechanism has 
fewer moving 
parts. Knife can 
be returned to 
the sheath on 


Anextra high rock- 
well hardness 304 

SS hollow ground 

blade is inserted 
into the blade base 
with screws. Blade . 
is completely remo 
able for sharpenin 
or replacement. 


Dig Lape % 
Blackie Collins checks specifications on 
early production samples. 


Visit your local Wenoka 
SEASTYLE dealer soon and see 
this AMAZING new Diving Knife. 
mllacekelela iar-\aialace)'s-\"(e)anceell 


See the complete line of Wenoka 
SeaStyle Dive products at your local 
pro-dive store. While there, ask for 
your FREE full-color Diving Products 
Catalog or send $4.00 to Wenoka. 


COPYRIGHT «> 1987 
SCHUR INC. 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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Captain Tom Guarino of the Sea Fever videotapes a trumpettish at Tuna Alley in the Victory Cays. Bahamas diving 
offers an extensive variety of exotic marine life encounters. For more see page 85. Photo/Stephen Frink. 


® Copyright 1988 by PETERSEN PUBLISHING COMPANY. All rights reserved. 
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he political process governing this 

land is a marvelous study of the inter- 
play of citizens, special interest groups 
and leaders. Through our voting rights 
and our representation in both the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, we 
are able to control the destiny of our na- 
tion. This process is unbelievably compli- 
cated and doesn’t ever seem to happen 
overnight, but it seems to work out in the 
long run. 

SKIN DIVER is extremely concerned 
about two bills (one in the House, one in 
the Senate) that, on the surface, seem as 
if they will preserve historic shipwrecks. 


We led a fight against S-838 (sponsored | 


by Bill Bradley) and thousands of divers 
wrote to protest this bill. Apparently, this 
was not enough to sway the bill's spon- 
sors to change their minds. S-838 was 
passed in the closing days of the Senate 
session just before Christmas. It received 
no headlines, no press, no fanfare. Most 
citizens, and many divers, know nothing 
and care little about this bill. But, the plain 
fact is, S-838 drove in one of the last two 
nails in a coffin encasing American ship- 
wreck diving. 

Oh, the bureaucrats and archaeolo- 
gists must be clapping their hands in joy. 
Before divers had a chance to mount an 
effective campaign, bang, the bill was 
passed in the Senate. Another bang in 
the House of Representatives and state 
bureaucrats will be able to determine 
your future in wreck diving. 

You see, these bills are really only Tro- 
jan horses or the proverbial wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. They are supposedly 
for the preservation of historic ship- 
wrecks, but that’s only one little part of 
them. In order to preserve a handful of 
shipwrecks, H.R. 74 gives title to all ship- 
wrecks to the states in whose waters they 
lie. Each state will determine who dives 
on what shipwreck in its waters. 

‘But, not to worry, wreck divers,’’ say 
the sponsors of the bills. ““You won't be 
affected.’’ The sponsors of the bill as- 
sume that all things will go right and each 
state will act reasonably to control just 
those few shipwrecks that are historically 
significant. | think you'd have a better 
chance of success by lending strangers 
on the street your lifesavings on their 
promise to pay you back. 

H.R. 74, the bill in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, shows the true inclination of 
the bureaucrats and archaeologists. The 
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soldiers are spilling out of the Trojan 
horse and the wolves have cast off their 
sheep's clothing. The bill contains penal- 
ties up to $50,000 for anyone violating 
state laws that don't exist yet. The bu- 
reaucrats haven't even figured out exact- 
ly what it is that wreck divers will be doing 


a 





MEMBERS OF MERCHANT 
MARINE AND FISHERIES 
COMMITTEE — 


Walter B. Jones, North Carolina 
Mario Biaggi, New York 
Glenn M. Anderson, California 
Gerry E. Studds, Massachusetts 
Carroll Hubbard, Jr., Kentucky 
Don Bonker, Washington 
William J. Hughes, New Jersey 
_ Mike Lowry, Washington 
Earl Hutto, Florida 
—W.J. (Billy) Tauzin, Louisiana 
Thomas M. Foglietta, Pennsylvania 
Dennis M. Hertel, Michigan 
Roy Dyson, Maryland 
William ©. Lipinski, Illinois 
Robert A. Borski, Pennsylvania 
Thomas R. Carper, Delaware 
Douglass H. Bosco, California 
Robin Tallon, South Carolina 
Robert Lindsay Thomas, Georgia 
Solomon P. Ortiz, Texas 
Charles E. Bennett, Florida 
Thomas J. Manton, New York 
Owen B. Pickett, Virginia 
Joseph E. Brennan, Maine 
George J. Hochbrueckner, New York 
Robert W. Davis, Michigan 
Don Young, Alaska 
_ Norman F. Lent, New York 
Norman D. Shumway, California 
Jack Fields, Texas 
Claudine Schneider, Rhode Island 
Herbert H. Bateman, Virginia 
Jim Saxton, New Jersey 
John R. Miller, Washington 
Helen Delich Bentley, Maryland — 
Howard Coble, North Carolina 
_ Mac Sweeney, Texas 
_ Joseph J. DioGuardi, New York 
- Curt Weldon, Pennsylvania 
Patricia F. Saiki, Hawaii. 
_ Wally Herger, California 
Jim Bunning, Kentucky 


ATLANTIC ALLIANCE 
For information on opposing the ship- 
wreck bill contact: a 


Atlantic Alliance for Maritime 
_ Heritage Conservation 
| PO. Box 27272 
| Central Station — - 
: oe D.C. 20038 









wrong, but they've figured out how much 
to charge us. Smell a rat? SKIN DIVER 
does and so does the diving industry! 

DEMA, the Diving Equipment Manufac- 
turers Association, representing nearly 
100 percent of the dive gear manufactur- 
ers in this country, is firmly opposed to 
this bill. Our teaching associations, PADI, 
NAUI, SSI and NASDS, are all firmly op- 
posed to the bil]. All the dive store owners 
and charter boat captains I’ve polled are 
against this bill! 

When things go right, unjust laws such 
as H.R. 74 do not get passed. To make 
things go right, we need a concentrated 
effort by everyone to defeat this bill. Here 
are some suggestions: 

1. Dive Stores—get petitions to your lo- 
cal congressmen signed by your custom- 
ers. Raise hell with your representative; 
this bill is stealing your business. 

2. Dive Boat Captains—your business 
may not exist if this bill is passed! Raise 
hell with your local congressmen. 

3. Divers—your vote counts most of all. 
Start (and sign) petitions against H.R. 74, 
the Historic Shipwreck Bill. 

lf things go right, we can defeat this bill. 
All you need to do is raise hell with your 
local congressmen: This includes letters, 
telegrams and phone calls. Say, “| am 
strongly opposed to H.R. 74; | expect you 
to fight against it—particularly if you want 
my vote next November!’’ Send such a 
letter or telegram to your congressmen 
with a copy to Walter B. Jones, U.S. 
House of Representatives, Room 1334, 
Longworth House Office Building, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20515-6230. Congressman 
Jones is the Chairman of the Committee 
on Merchant Marine and Fisheries. The 
bill must be passed by this committee to 
go before the full House of Representa- 
tives. If the bill gets out of this committee, 
it will probably become law. To make 
things go right, we need to write now and 
defeat the bill in committee. We must 
raise hell or we will lose our shipwrecks. 

Put pressure on your congressmen to 
let Merchant Marine Committee members 
(listed in our sidebar) know that hundreds 
of thousands of divers do not intend to 
vote for them if they hand over the ship- 
wrecks to the bureaucrats and archaeol- 
ogists who are behind H.R. 74. 

lf we all act now, this bill will be defeat- 
ed and things will go right. 

lf you want to see what happens when 
things go wrong, turn the page. >#- 












_ DEA SPRINT. 


UNDERWATER VEHICLE 


The fastest 

Way to go... 

The easiest 
way to 

get you there. 


A new design in underwater 
propulsion. The Seasprint™ vehicle 
is light and compact with a unique 
double water proof system developed by 
Dacor to completely protect the motor and 
drive gear. The speed of the motor can be 
adjusted to three different rates by simply chang- 
ing the propeller pitch. A locking lever on the motor 
switch prevents the accidental activation of the motor until the diver 
manually switches the lever off and presses the switch to go. 

Air consumption while using the Seasprint™ may be reduced by as 
much as 50% because the diver is not using energy by kicking. The diver 
with the Seasprint™ will also be able to travel 4 times faster and 8 times 
farther than a diver using only fins. The Seasprint™ comes in its own 
protective case with straps, and contains the battery, charger and 
manual. An optional Cordura carrying case is also 
available for additional protection. 


DACOR CORPORATIO 


Send $3.00 to Dacor for a Dacor Diver Kit. includes catalog, cloth patch, decals. 161 Northfield R Northfield, IL 60093 Phone (312) 446-9555 
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Be laws are often a double 
edged sword. They can be a wonder- 
ful tool when used to protect something 
that is truly precious. They can also be a 
horrible weapon used to discriminate 
against a defenseless minority. Such Is 
the case of the shipwreck bill, under con- 
sideration in our U.S. Congress. It would 
give wide sweeping powers to bureau- 
crats in various government agencies 
and could very well destroy recreational 
diving in the U.S. 

Skeptical? Let me share with you an in- 
cident that recently occurred in California 
and could end up costing a group of 
sport divers more than $5 million in law- 
yers’ fees, court costs and fines. 

A California dive club chartered the 85 
foot Vision for a three day wreck diving 
trip off the coast. Their intended destina- 
tion was Pt. Pedernales, where seven na- 
vy destroyers went aground in 1923. The 
onshore area is now an air force base, 
however, and when there is to be a mis- 
sile launching—as there was that week- 
end—diving nearby is prohibited. 

The group ended up diving several 
wrecks, including the Golden Horn and 
the Winfield Scott, which lie within the 
boundaries of the Channel Islands Na- 
tional Park and National Marine Sanctu- 
ary. This sprawling marine park was orig- 
inally conceived and established to pro- 
tect the fragile wildlife and marine life 
among five Channel Islands. 

However, the fine print of the Marine 
Sanctuary regulations happens to en- 
compass everything on the seafloor, in- 
cluding shipwrecks. And, herein lies a 


paperback saga of treachery, deceit and 


political skullduggery. 

The Vision spent the better part of a 
day anchored near the Winfield Scott be- 
cause it was in fairly calm waters. The 
wreck sits in 30 feet of water just off Ana- 
capa Island. 

This ship was an ordinary paddlewheel 
steamer that sank in 1853 while trans- 
porting a bunch of miners from Alaska to 
Panama. Many of the passengers were 
carrying pokes of gold dust and gold 
coins, but the bulk of this treasure was re- 
covered in an early salvage effort shortly 
after the sinking. Later salvors dynamited 
the wreck, removing almost everything of 
any value. 
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Today, the Winfield Scott is little more 
than a pile of disintegrating rubble. There 
is little more here than a few buried 
timbers, some bits of copper sheathing, 
some corroded nails and a coin or two. 

Like divers everywhere, those from the 
Vision spent their bottom time exploring 
the wreck site, taking pictures and fan- 
ning the sandy bottom for a few sou- 
venirs. The lucky ones found a nail here, 
a bit of copper there, and odd looking 
lumps that invariably turned out to be en- 
crusted rocks. One incredibly lucky diver 
found a tiny gold coin dated 1843. 

No one dreamed he/she was commit- 
ting a serious crime. These were ordinary 
law abiding citizens such as yourself, just 
out for a weekend of diving fun. 

Unknown to the divers or the crew, the 
Vision was also carrying spies. You 
guessed it; two undercover agents from 
the National Park Service were conduct- 
ing a sting operation. The law enforce- 
ment officers said nothing during the en- 
tire trip, thus encouraging the divers to 
pursue their activities. They even photo- 
graphed the divers proudly displaying 
their worthless souvenirs. Is this entrap- 
ment or what? — 

Upon return to:the Santa Barbara 
dock, the dive boat was met by additional 
agents of the National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NOAA), the National Park Ser- 
vice and the Santa Barbara County Sher- 
iff's Office. In all, 22 sport divers were ar- 
rested and given citations for removing 
artifacts from a National Park and Nation- 
al Marine Sanctuary. It did not matter that 
the majority of citations were for worth- 
less junk—these divers had broken the 
letter of the law (all that fine print stuff). 

Each citation carries a possible state 
fine of up to $1,000 and/or six months in 
jail. Since removing items from a national 
park or national marine sanctuary is also 
a federal offense, there are also the fed- 
eral courts to deal with and possible fines 
of up to $50,000 for each count. Some 


divers received two or three citations— | 


one for each nail or bit of copper sheath- 
ing recovered. Yet, fines are only a small 
part of the cost. Each diver must now re- 
tain an attorney to defend his/her rights. 
Attorneys’ fees alone will run $1,500 to 
$5,000 per diver. 

_ But wait, there’s more. Truth Aquatics, 





SDM Editorial 


BY PAUL J. TZIMOULIS 
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owner of the Vision, has been told to ex- 
pect a $75,000 fine and it is possible the 
dive boat will be confiscated. There has 
already been an injunction ordered that 
prohibits the company from taking divers 
to wreck sites in the National Marine 
Sanctuary. Roy Hauser, who founded 
Truth Aquatics, was not even on the boat 
at the time of this sting, yet the park rang- 
ers are trying to shut down his livelihood. 

Roy Hauser is one of California's most 
devoted and courageous divers. In the 
prime of his life, he suffered a spinal cord 
bends accident that left him a paraplegic. 
Despite his handicap, Roy has built one 
of California's largest and most respect- 
ed charter dive boat services—operating 
the Truth, the Conception and the Vision. 
Roy has always been a leader in marine 
life conservation, diver safety and ship- 
board safety for his passengers. 

Yet, here we have the ruthless park 
service attempting to persecute Roy, take 
away his lifesavings and take away his 
boat. Nice bunch of guys, don't you 
think? Can you imagine how much it is 
going to cost Roy to defend himself and 
his business? 

SKIN DIVER is not attempting to white- 
wash this situation. There is little doubt 
these divers did fracture the fine print 
regulations of the National Marine Sanc- 
tuary and such action constitutes a feder- 
al offense. We just feel this is a dumb reg- 
ulation and certainly does not warrant this 
kind of enthusiastic enforcement. 

Here is why: 1) The marine sanctuary 
was primarily established to protect wild- 
life, not a bunch of corroded junk metal. 
2) lf the Winfield Scott really had any his- 
toric value, why didn't the government 
salvage the artifacts and place them in a 
museum for the public to enjoy? 3) The 
Winfield Scott is presently undergoing 
rapid deterioration and the items recov- 
ered today would be pounded into dust in 
a few more years anyway. 4) The divers 
did not harm the marine life or environ- 
ment in any manner. They used their 
hands to fan the bottom. 5) How can the 
National Park Service and NOAA afford 
the luxury of an expensive and time con- 
suming sting operation against a group of 
innocent taxpayers? Don't they have any- 
thing else to do? 


(Continued on Page 132) 








Hi-Tech Digital 
Information 


Center 
Series MI9 


¢ Dive Counter. 

¢ Maximum Depth. 

¢ Surface Interval Timer. 
¢ Current Depth. 

¢ Bottom Timer. 


e TAG2 Underwater 
Pressure Gauge. 
¢ Built-in Thermometer. 


¢ 3606-00—Optional VCP 
Compass Module. 


This is the console that has it all— 
unmatched digital accuracy and 
compact convenience. All the infor- 
mation that you need to know is 
at your fingertips, dive after dive. This 
new Dacor console represents a step 
forward in underwater 
instrumentation—the gauge by 
which all others will be measured. 

Designed ergonomically to fit com- 
fortably in the palm of the hand, 











Series MI7 


Maximum 
Depth Indicator 
Gauge, Zero-In 
Altitude Adjust- 
ment, Pressure 
Gauge, Ther- 
mometer, Diver 
Information 

























each Hi-Tech Digital unit Microprocessor, 
i ini 360 Degree 
features a 360° swivel. Swivel, 






Rubber Casing. 
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COLOR COORDINATE 
YOUR INSTRUMENT TO ALL YOUR GEAR 
WITH DACOR'S EXCLUSIVE 


a, 9 






BACOR CORPORATION 
Northfield Road, Northfield, iL 60093 
Phone (312) 446-9555 
















Send $3.00 to Dacor for a Dacor Diver Kit. 
Includes catalog, cloth patch, decals. 
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LESSON 13 INTRODUCTION 
TO CLOSE-UPS 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 







f you enjoy macro photography, you are 
going to love close-up. It is the next step 
in the natural progression of U/W pho- 
tography skills. Close-up technique can 


expand your photo library by adding a 
whole new group of subjects of larger 
size. Yet, the sharpness of detail and 
richness of color almost equals macro. 


CLOSE-UPS DEFINED 
Close-up photography utilizes an auxil- 
iary lens that is placed directly over the 
primary lens to shorten minimum focus 
distance. The auxiliary is a magnifier type 
lens that is designed to optically match 
the primary lens. 
A close-up system allows photography 
at distances greater than macro, but clos- 
er than standard lens limits. For example, 
the Nikonos Close-Up Kit used with the 
35mm lens will have a focus distance of 
9.25 inches. Compare this to 2.5 inches 
minimum focus for a 1:1 macro setup or : ’ 
33 inches minimum focus for the stand- 2 a 
ard 35mm lens alone. Close-up technique can expand your photo library by adding a whole new group of 
The Nikonos Close-Up kit produces the subleats of ardor size. It offers sé different sarapective than macro—sort of a wide 
same sharpness of detail and rich color angle version of it. As an additional benefit, close-up systems can be removed un- 
as macro. This is because the lens has derwater, allowing use of the primary lens. Top: A head-on close-up of a Nassau 
two ground glass elements optically grouper. Above: A diver takes a close-up photo of a file shell as it begins to open. 
matched to the primary Nikonos lenses. 
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Macro Photography. Your 
exploration reveals that the 
most colorful and intrigu- 
ing life on the reef are the 
tiny animals that live 
among the tentacles of ane- 
mones and crevices of cor- 
als. There is no need to be 
frustrated by the smallness 
of these potential subjects. 
Even they are capable of being photographed if you 
employ the right tools. The Nikonos-V System can 
be used with extension tubes for exciting macro 
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: a 3, in underwater photography now. Soon your 


* or office. Your friends will be able to share in the 


photographic reproductions up to twice life size. 
Nikonos TTL | Speedlights take the exposure gBuess- 
work out 0” 
macro photogra- 
ranarestinye)by 
frame your sub- 
ject and shoot. 
These incredibly 
bizarre details 
are all captured 
in sharp, colorful 
renditions—producing a favorite topic of conversa- 
tion with friends. 





Nikonos Technique Magazine 


Of course underwater photography is a subjective art 
form that is based on technical skills. You will want 
to expand your knowledge and improve your skills. 
Nikon introduces NIKONOS TECHNIQUE maga- 
PALa oer VoR ae U(erlaever lm allleiCerlalerem Omulereoavcitan 
photographers of all skill levels and authored by the 
best professional underwater photographers in the 
world. See the exciting world beneath the sea 
through the lenses of these great pros and find out 
how ute) capture their results. Look for Nikonos 
So evetteleccmentetse 
azine at your 

Nil <oeme(erlion 
Nikonos-V: 
Above and be- 
low the surface. 
The Nikonos-V 
ne ke-teoe merle 
can be used top- 


nas , waterproof, and automatic, it is the perfect 
i x 
_ camera for boating, skiing, rafting or at 


~”* Capture the adventure. Now that you 
know what tools you need to capture the 
aye | 
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adventure with you and will be intrigued and 
impressed with your new skills. 





Be sure to ask your Nikonos dealer to tell you 
about the special free offer when you buy a 
Nikonos-V. Turn the page for more information. 





The Nikonos-V system. 


The Adventure of Diving. 





It's a story about new discoveries. As you slip beneath 
the water's surface, you instantly realize that you have 
entered a world that defies description. Exploration 
reveals hundreds of new discoveries that evoke a feeling 
of appreciation for the natural beauty around you. Only 
fodaCelcesie-le) emer teMeeleniamuelimodetltte-lsleemrebeataetes 
back home. Whether you are a novice or an advanced 
CIN aU MO eMMmUT emo tilce-lel Me muetemtetecselle)(- 
details of a coral reef. You will want the best camera 
system in the world for this job. 
Nikonos-V—advanced electronic technology in an 
easy to use system. Automatic TTL (Through The 
Lens) flash exposure control for fast, accurate results; 
manual shutter speeds for creative control; large, bright 
viewfinder with 
LED exposure in- 

| formation and the 
| most accurate 

| light meter ever in 
BPevemtite(cayrlcce 
camera make tak- 
ing pictures easy 
Eyaveranietcelteten 
The colors are incredible. There are simply no names 
for some of these shades. You wonder if your photo- 
graphs will capture the vivid red corals and purple 

ores atecocwey ma eVemcelolalomertele tele 
of the multi-hued fish. You 
need an underwater flash— 
one that will record the natu- 
ral tones of these spectacular 
| colors at the proper ex- 
posure and give you even 
Hedelatetemeeniaexemenvomuete 
Selatvem eectentcn 

Nikonos SB-102 & 
SB-103 Speedlights. 















































Nikonos Accessory Lens System. All optically cor- 
rected for under- 
water use. Legend- 
ary sharp Nikon 
optics assure the 
best results and 
Seletlerecwl! muerte 
fine details in the 
ae - | photograph. 

Te >. | 28mm lens with 
59° coverage; 20mm lens with 78° coverage; 15mm lens 
aL 0 WCLs Mm COncs e=181 om op conta te(ementere ltt Tentmuare Cou-tated CRKORUI uez) 
wide angle panoramic views. The Nikonos lens system 
is the essence of personal expression underwater. 
Nikonos Close-Up Outfit. Your eye catches an unusu- 
ally beautiful French Angel fish. Carefully, you move 
in without alarming your subject, taking several shots 
as you go. You snap on the Nikonos close-up | 
outfit and with some patience you finally coax = ASS “< 
the fish to swim into focus. You have shot aa. \\. 
your first fish portrait. Nikonos close-up- | “a 
outfit—1:6, 1:4.5, 1:2.2 reproduction ratios | | 
with the 28mm, 35mm, or 80mm lenses. 
Striking images | 
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~ Se} Revolutionary TTL auto gee? 
flash exposure control, plus three manual power “@=4* 


settings. The Nikonos-V reads the light that a Seas 


actually strikes the film and shuts off the Speed-  “" ®*' , 


light at the moment of precise exposure. A compact, 
and accurate exposure system that makes taking color- 
ful underwater pictures easy—even for novices. 
Descending farther you swim through a garden of soft 
Loe-| pre leal eco MGsatralcw-leeRSliyou Ce crmeltielocutercmte 
the hundreds, appear from nowhere and seem to 
dominate the reef. You need special tools for capturing 
deCccomlelocmejemellemiulsew-llGaetctalee-(on 
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Free Nikon design skins. 


Now, your body can look as great as your pictures. 


Now when you buy a Nikonos-V, we'll give you a The Nikonos-V is the most technologically advanced 
Nikon design, Lycra” body suit, free. underwater camera ever developed. With 
Colorful, comfortable and sleek, it clings to sophisticated features like automatic TTL 
your body like skin. But it’s much more than ” (Through-The-Lens) Flash Metering, a 


large, built-in LED viewfinder, the most 
accurate light meter ever to submerge, 
and a choice of automatic and manual 
(4 ore elromeeyelece) evatare mente) comuetsie) 

just a camera, the Nikonos-V 

is a complete underwater 
photography system, with 
a. tull: gange.-of lenses, 
flash and accessories. 

Small wonder it’s the 

choice of professionals. 


e- Me ) This offer is available 

rn from February 1, 1988 

to April 30, 1988, so see 

your Nikon dealer for details. 

It’s your chance to improve 

both your photographs and the 
way you look in them. 












eZovore Os Cove) at aYeeae Ceci (tei atewme (Ul e-lo) (emo) (aetemem Byer 
and nylon make this skin great 
protection against burning coral 
Cereleecee late melelilitersmace)e)ter 

currents. It comes in two styles, 

reve Coleen e-lolel (OU Mere) (0) ceva tate m=(ol el 
has the Nikon emblem, so your 

body will have the same Nikon cachet 
as your camera. 


Best of all, getting into our 
skins will help get you into the 
beauty and excitement of 

Tae (aero e)elecerie-|s)ehawatare 
your Nikonos-V will make 
GaP lmoeVinmeleemocelcoencele 
come alive on film. 





We take the world’s 
greatest pictures® 
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A small wrasse is fascinated by its reflection in a mirror. 


In essence, the close-up lens is simply an 
extension of the primary lens. 


NINE BENEFITS OF CLOSE-UP 
There are nine specific benefits of 
close-up photography U/W, listed below. 


CLOSE-UP BENEFITS 


. Different perspective 

. Different magnification 

. Increased depth-of-field 

. Larger photo subjects 

. Sharp image detail 

. Rich color 

. Works in low visibility 

. Can be removed underwater 
. Easy to operate 


{ 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 





Different Perspective: Close-up of- 
fers a different perspective than macro. It 
is a sort of a wide angle version of macro, 
allowing the inclusion of several small 
subjects. A good example of this would 
be a combination shot of an arrowcrab 
and a sponge, or a moray eel being 
cleaned by a juvenile angelfish, cleaner 
wrasse or shrimp. 

Different Magnification: Magnifica- 
tion for close-up lenses can range from 
1:3 all the way to 1:10. Compare this to 


x eee 
Whe oe id 


sae Bie ss 
Fe ee Ras, 


the macro range of from 2:1 to 1:3. The 
most popular close-up magnification rati- 
os are 1:4.5 and 1:6, corresponding to 
the 35 and 28mm lenses. 

The reduced magnification is more nat- 
ural in picture appearance because the 
perspective more closely resembles what 
the diver’s eye sees. 

Increased Depth of Field: One of the 
most welcome benefits of close-up is the 
increased depth of field. This is a direct 
result of the reduced magnification. For 
example, a 1:6 close-up lens provides a 
3.1 inch depth of field; a 1:3 macro exten- 
sion tube provides only a 1.0 inch depth 
of field. 

Larger Photo Subjects: The most ob- 
vious benefit of close-up is the ability to 
photograph larger subjects. With it you 
can capture large crabs, octopus, small 
to medium sized reef fish, sponges and 
hundreds of other creatures. You can 
even shoot close-up photos of another 
diver's face or an interaction shot of a 
diver and small creature. 

Sharp Image Detail: Despite the re- 
duced image magnification and in- 
creased subject size, close-up still pro- 
vides sharp images. This is because all 
exposures are still made at f/22. You can 





Left: A close-up of a diver’s face and a 
four eyed butterflyfish. Above: A backlit 
shot of an arrowcrab clinging to a sponge. 





shoot photos where the fish fills the pic- 
ture frame, providing crisp detail of even 
the tiniest scale pattern, fin structure or 
eye color. The results are startling! 

Rich Color: As with macro, close-up 
photography provides a richness of color 
not often encountered in standard lens 
photography. This is owing to the rela- 
tively short distance between the lens 
and the subject. 

Focus distance for close-up photogra- 
phy can range from 9-18 inches, dependa- 
ing on the brand of close-up lens used. 
This is far less than the minimum focus 
distance of 33 inches for the 35mm lens 
or 24 inches for the 28. This means a 
much shorter flash distance as well, 
which eliminates most of the blue filtering 
of light passing through water. 

Works in Low Visibility: This same 
short focus distance between lens and 
subject accounts for the amazing perfor- 
mance of close-up lens setups in low visi- 
bility. They are often used in conditions 
where standard lens photography is im- 
possible. For example, good close-up 
shots at 9.3 inches are possible when 
visibility is five feet or less. 

Can Be Removed Underwater: One 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Buoyancy Compensators now 
available in single bag design 
with a Lifetime Warranty. 











Adjustable Integral Back Pack supports 
tank weight directly on hips 
for maximum comfort. 



































All wet suits are made of 
high density small cell 
neoprene for superior | 

insulation and comfort. | 


Unique suspension strap desigu 
prohibits movement of jacket to 
body baud for less ride up. 
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ss 


a bersapockeL™ functions 


as a Standard pocket 
or octopus pocket 















































he more natural a diver feels the more 
natural the dive. 

For years we at Sea Quest have strived to 
develop diving equipment that promotes this 
basic design philosophy. We understand that 
part of feeling good while diving is looking good. 

Introducing a complete line of diving equip- 
ment that looks as good as it feels. 

You can dive with confidence knowing that 

your Sea Quest gear is the finest available. 
Designed, built and tested to last for 

years and backed by the finest service 

programs and warranties in the business. 
BGs and wet suits are available in four 

distinct color styles: 

onheavy-duty polyuria The Newport: For Both Men and 

inner apa Tie Women. Black with Blue and Emer- 

ald accents. 

The Capri: For Women Only. 

Fuchsia and Navy with Royal 

Blue piping accent. 

The Dorado: For Men 
Only. Black and Charcoal 
with Red piping accent. 

The Catalina: For 

Both Men and Women. 

Navy and Gold with 
rainbow stripe and gold 
piping. 

sea Quest dive equip- 
: ment. Making a statement 
Low profile, contoured buoyancy 3 j in diving. 


design provides optimum : 
flotation and comfort. ig | Sea Quest, Inc. ® 
j 2151-F Las Palmas Drive, SPU PST 
Carlsbad, CA 92009 
(619) 438-1101 


In Canada: Available through your FitzWright dealer. 


© Sea Quest, Inc 
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SOUTHWEST SCUBA DIVING 
EXHIBITION 


Underwater Adventures will present a scu- 
ba diving exposition March 5-6 at the Market 
Hall in Dallas, Texas. There will be aquarium 
displays; seminars; demonstrations; mini 
courses in CPR, ecology, underwater rescue 
and recovery, U/W photography and video. 

For information contact Underwater Adven- 
tures, P.O. Box 28883, Dallas, Texas 75228; 
(214) 270-7070. >» 


SEAVIEWS ’88 

Seaviews '88, a scuba diving symposium, 
will be held March 11-13 at the Oakland Hyatt 
Convention Center in Oakland, California. 
There will be exhibits and seminars on such 
topics as underwater photography, travel, 
medicine, underwater hockey, equipment 
maintenance and wreck diving. There will be 
film festivals Friday and Saturday night. 

For more information contact Seaviews ‘88, 
16158 Yale Avenue, San Lorenzo, CA 94580; 
(415) 278-6119. > 


BOSTON SEA ROVER 
UNDERWATER CLINIC 


The 34th Boston Sea Rover Underwater 
Clinic will be held March 12 at the Copley Pla- 
za in Boston. There will be seminars, work- 
shops and exhibits on wreck diving, marine 
electronics, photography, medicine and travel. 

The evening program at John Hancock Hall 
presents films by Jack McKenney, Stan Water- 
man, Emory Kristoff and others. 

For information contact Bunky Hodge, 174 
Beech Street, Rockland, MA 02370; (617) 
878-87 10. > 


UNDERWATER OLYMPICS 

The third annual Underwater Olympics (a 
fundraising event for the Divers Alert Network) 
will be held at Oakland Community College, 
Orchard Ridge Campus, in Farmington, Michi- 
gan March 13. 

Contact Albert Campbell at (813) 986-0261 
or, after 6:00 pm, (813) 861-6323. sy» 


BENEATH THE SEA 

Beneath the Sea, the 12th annual New York 
Oceans Exposition and International Underwa- 
ter Film Festival, will take place March 25-27 
at the Westchester County Convention Center 
in White Plains, New York. There will be exhib- 
its, seminars, workshops, banquets, award 
presentations and parties. 

For information contact BTS, P.O. Box 644, 
Rye, NY 10580; (914) 961-2088. >» 


CHOCOLATE ABALONE DIVE 

The fourth annual Chocolate Abalone Dive 
will be held March 26 at San Carlos Beach in 
Monterey, California (at the Coast Guard 
breakwater). A portion of the proceeds will be 
donated to the Pacific Grove Recompression 
Chamber. Divers search for chocolate abalone 
underwater. Numbers with each abalone cor- 
respond to prizes waiting on shore. 

For information contact Aquarius Dive shop, 
2240 Del Monte Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940; 
(408) 375-1933. > 
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WATERMAN IN HOUSTON 

Stan Waterman will present his latest 16mm 
film footage—on the World War Il wrecks of 
Guadalcanal—during its premiere at Ocean 
Images at the Adams Mark Hotel in Houston, 
Texas April 2. For more information contact 
Kenlee’s Scuba Centers, 5705 Glenmont, 
Houston, TX 77081; (713) 661-6080. > 


UNDERWATER CANADA ’88 

The 16th annual Underwater Canada dive 
show will be held April 8-10 at the Constella- 
tion Hotel in Toronto, Canada. There will be a 
film festival, exhibits, symposiums, workshops 
and a ‘‘Pirates of the Caribbean Casino.”’ 

For information contact Underwater Cana- 
da, 1220 Sheppard Ave. East, Willowdale, On- 
tario, Canada M2K 2X1; (416) 495-4245. >. 


KANSAS CITY 
U/W FILM FESTIVAL 


Diver’s Equipment & Repair in Kansas City, 
Missouri will host an U/W film festival April 15 
at Ararat Temple, 5100 Ararat Drive in Kansas 
City. Jack McKenney is the featured guest. 

For information contact Diver’s Equipment & 
Repair, 5800 Barrymore Drive, Kansas City, 
MO 64134; (816) 763-5678. > 


SCUBA FLEA MARKET 

Wright State University’s annual Scuba Flea 
Market and Diver Exchange will be held April 
17 in the Physical Education Building on the 
main campus in Dayton, Ohio. There will be 
sales of new and used scuba equipment, craft 
displays, education and travel programs. 

For information contact Dan Orr, Director, 
Underwater Education Program, Wright State 
University, Dayton, Ohio 45435; telephone 
(513) 435-2676. >= 


OUR WORLD-UNDERWATER 

Our World-Underwater will be held this year 
at the Hyat Regency O'Hare in Chicago, Illinois 
April 22-24. There will be speakers, exhibits, 
dances, seminars and two film shows, featur- 
ing Al Giddings and Emory Kristof. Contact 
Our World-Underwater, P.O. Box 4468, Chica- 
go, IL 60680; (312) 427-5676. > 


MCKENNEY/MIAMI 

NAUI South Atlantic Branch will -host An 
Evening with Jack McKenney—with films, slide 
shows and a photo contest—April 30 at Barry 
University Auditorium, 11800 NE Second Ave- 
nue, Miami Shores, Florida. 

For information contact NAUI South Atlantic, 
Valerie Rutledge, 7705 SW 71 Ave., Miami, FL 
33143; (305) 667-6876. >» 


SAN FRANCISCO 
SAFETY SEMINAR 


San Francisco State University will host a 
diver safety seminar April 30-May 1. Net pro- 
ceeds will be divided between DAN and the 
Pacific Grove Rescue Unit Chamber Fund. At- 
tendees will practice diver rescues. 

For information contact Bob Brandeberry, 
1474 Ascension Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402; 
(415) 341-1957. >» 
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match your 
interests and 
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potential is just as 
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veteveltovemaatoma tats 
equipment. Your 
Teltiiojeeaetmisvertice| 
be designed to 
work together like 
a “matched set”’. 
Oceanic specializes 
in the ‘matched 
set’? concept with 
masks, snorkels 
Plate Belecwerr-iceelcel 
comveltiarliricesen\a 
style, demand for 
ca colueitietec-leve 
potential for 
growth. 


See all the matched 
sets in our full 
fore) Coy ast htateyae-veve 
wetsuit catalogs. 
Send $4.00 to 
receive both, plus a 
coupon worth five 
dollars off your 
next Oceanic 
purchase. * 


Oceanic matched 
sets .. . making 
diving more 
enjoyable, letting 
you Dress for 
Adventure. 


1-800-458-8880 


*Purchases aver $50.00 
at participating dealers. 












14275 Catalina Street 
San Leandro, CA 94577 |. 
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We'd like to help you get 
off to a great start by 
Offering you a free Mesh 
Wetgrip Bag, a 17.00 
value, when you purchase 
an Oceanic mask, fins, and 
snorkel “matched set’. To 
qualify, ask your partici- 
rok: ] ale Mm @ler-¥-lal(ome(-t-l(-1 me) s 
call us toll free. Hurry, offer 
ends April 30, 1988. 








IF YOU 

WANT A CAREER 
FOR THE 

21st CENTURY 


Florida Institute of Technology 
offers degrees in Engineering, Ocean- 
ography and Marine Biology that are 

. designed to give you the edge in 
today’s competitive, ever-changing 

| 3 technological fields. Our programs com- 

| bine the latest in theoretical training 

| with career-intensive activities. Florida 
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caliber of training that makes the 

difference between a student ready 

for graduation and one fully prepared 

for a successful career. 
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Please send me ‘cored about: 

[) Aquaculture — ” 

LJ Biological Sciences 

( Marine Biology 

[] Oceanography . : 

[1] Ocean Engineering © 

() EET.’s 121 Other Degree Programs’ 





ELT. admits students of any race, color, national or ethnic origin and does not discriminate 
on the basis of handicap in admission or access to its programs. 








To be a good diver, you need to 


know where you are with reference 
to where you want to go. This 
requires good navigational ability. 


The greater your knowledge of 


navigational terms, the better your 
navigational ability is likely to be. 


Test your navigational skills by 


matching the following terms and 

definitions. Each definition is used 
only once. The answers are on the 
following page. 
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. Lubber line 

. Direct reading compass 

. Indirect reading compass 
. Bearing 


Heading 
Pilotage 
Dead Reckoning 


. Variation 


Nautical mile 
Deviation 


. Compass error 


Transit bearing 
Range 


- Declination 
. Estimated position 
. Inclination 


Leeway 


. Position 


Fix 
Chart 


. Latitude 


Longitude 


. Meridian 


. True north 


Magnetic north 
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Category: 
Diving Skills 





Topic: Navigation A to Z 


By Dennis Graver 


Side-slippage in the 
direction of a current while 
swimming across a current. 
A certain location based on 
two or more crossed 
bearings of terrestrial 
objects. 

The angular direction to an 
object expressed in terms 
of compass degrees from 
north. 

Two objects that, when 
aligned, indicate a course. 
A course followed or to be 
followed. 

A nautical map. 

Calculation of position 
based on estimations of 
distance and direction. 
Result of combined effects 
of variation and deviation. 
Effect of nearby metal on a 
compass. 

Local difference in degrees 
between true and magnetic 
north. 

A fixed reference part of a 
compass. 


A movable reference part 
of a compass. 

The point near the north 
pole toward which a 
magnetic needle will point. 


14. 


15. 


19. 


20. 
21. 


22. 
23. 


24. 


25. 


26. 


A bearing taken by lining 
up two fixed objects on 
shore. 

A specific site or location 
expressed in terms of 
latitude and longitude. 
The angular distance in 
degrees north or south of 
the equator. 

One minute of latitude. 
The angular distance in 
degrees east or west of 
Greenwich, England. 
Location determined with 
allowances for water 
movement. | 

The north-south alignment 
of a magnetic compass. 
The vertical dip of a 
compass needle. 

A line of longitude. 
Confirmation of a position 
with visual check points. 
Reads 0-360 degrees in 
clockwise direction. The 
lubber line is aligned with 
the desired course. 

Reads 0-360 degrees in 
counterclockwise direction. 
The lubber line is aligned 
with 0 degrees. 

The direction along a 
geographical meridian from 
an observer to the north 
pole. 
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Answers: Navigation A to Z 


1. Q@. A diver may not maintain a true 
course owing to sideways movement 
caused by a current. Corrections for 
leeway must be made if a diver’s 
course is to be accurate. 


2. S. When the direction and distance 
to two or more land based objects is 

known, a fix is attained. A fix obtained 
with two sets of in-line objects is more 
accurate than a fix obtained with com- 
pass bearings to two or more objects. 


3. D. A bearing is the angular direc- 
tion to an object expressed in terms of 
compass degrees from north, e.g., a 
bearing of 270 degrees. 


4. L. When two objects in line indicate 
a course to be followed, the objects 
form a transit bearing. 


5. E. A heading is a course followed 
or to be followed. A heading may 
change from time to time. Several 
headings combine to form a dive pat- 
tern, such as a square. 


6. T. Maps are used on land. Nautical 
maps are charts. 


7. G. When a position is calculated 
based on estimations of distance and 
direction, dead reckoning is being em- 
ployed. 


13. Z. The point near the north pole 
toward which a compass will point is 
known as magnetic north. The direc- 
tion of magnetic north varies over the 
surface of the earth. Magnetic north al- 
so changes from year to year, requiring 
chart updating. 


14. M. When an observer can see two 
objects in line, he or she is situated on 
a line joining the objects. This position 

line is termed a range. A range is simi- 
lar to a transit bearing (See answer 

# 2). 


15. R. A position is properly ex- 
pressed in terms of latitude and longi- 
tude. 


16. U. Parallels of latitude echo the 
line of the equator and are scribed on 
most maps and charts. 


17. |. One minute of latitude equals 
one nautical mile (6,080 feet). One 
nautical mile equals 1.15 statute miles. 
One knot equals one nautical mile per 
hour. A cable is 0.1 nautical mile. 


18. V. Longitude is the portion of the 
equator intersected between the merid- 
ian of a given place and the prime me- 


ridian of Greenwich, England. The lon- 


gitude of a place is expressed in de- 


grees or in time. See answer #22 for 
the definition of meridian. 


19. O. A position arrived at with allow- 
ances for wind, tide and currents is an 
estimated position, which is abbrevi- 

ated EP. 


20. N. The alignment of a compass 
needle north and south is called decli- 
nation. 


21. P. The vertical dip of a compass 
needle is referred to as inclination. 
The needle actually points through the 
earth straight toward magnetic north. 


22. W. A great circle on the surface of 
the earth, passing through the poles 
and any given place; also half of such 
a circle included between the poles is 
termed a meridian. A series of meridi- 
ans are numbered according to de- 
grees of longitude. 


23. F. When a certain location is con- 
firmed by means of visual check 
points, pilotage navigation is being 
used. Diving navigation is usually a 
combination of pilotage and dead reck- 
oning (See answer #7). 


24. B. There are more than one-half 
dozen types of compasses. About half 
of them are direct reading com- 
passes, which means the lubber line is 
aligned with the course bearing to be 
followed. The degree markings on di- 
rect reading compasses read in a 
clockwise direction. 


25. C. An indirect reading compass 
has a fixed dial that reads 0-360 de- 
grees in a counterclockwise direction. 
Alignment marks on a rotatable bezel 
are bracketed by the compass needle 
to indicate the course to be followed. 


26. Y. True north is a geographical 
location with reference to the earth’s 
axis rather than to the magnetic poles. 
True north is not the same as magnet- 
ic north. 


Navigation is the science of knowing exactly where you are, where you 
have been and where you intend to go. Diving navigation is somewhat 


like aerial navigation. This is because depth adds a third dimension. In- 
formation needed to navigate includes depth, distance, duration (time) 
and direction. A diver needs some means to obtain information for each 
of these requirements and the ability to properly use the information to 
navigate with reasonable accuracy. 

Underwater navigation differs from above water nautical navigation, 
but learning topside techniques is of value to the underwater navigator. 
Boating courses, which are readily available, are recommended for all 
divers. You will learn a great deal of valuable information about sea- 
manship and boat handling as well as navigation. All of these subjects 


8. K. The total effect of deviation and 
variation are known as compass error. 


9. J. A compass error caused by near- 
by ferrous metal is termed deviation. 


10. H. The difference in amount and 
direction between magnetic north and 
true north is called variation. 





11. A. The lubber line is a fixed refer- 
ence line on a compass used to deter- 
mine and follow a course. 


12. X. A rotating collar on a diving 
compass equipped with alignment 
marks to indicate a course to be fol- 
lowed is known as a bezel. 
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are extremely useful for divers. 


Divers need only concern themselves with relative direction in most 
instances, so diving navigation is not very difficult. All divers should be 
proficient diving navigators, but many are not. The best way to learn un- 
derwater navigation is to complete an advanced diving course. When 
you can navigate well, you will make better use of your dive time, will 
dive more safely and will have more fun. 

Next month’s quiz will also address navigation, so study this month’s 


column well. 
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EXCEPTIONAL 
VISIBILITY AT 
A GREAT PRICE 
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GAUGES 


Underwater, you want detailed, accurate in- 
formation at your fingertips. With the mod- 
ular Sigma™ System, you can start with one 
gauge and build to a four-gauge system, as 
your diving needs change. ® Start with el- 
ther the 150-foot or 200-foot depth/pressure 
gauge combo. Both systems feature a 3,500 
psi serviee pressure gauge, a lightweight 
combo boot (available in yellow, pink, blue, 
red, and black), and writing slate. A pressure 
gauge thermometer is standard on the 200- 
foot gauge combo. ® Then, as your needs 
dictate, add a digital dive timer, compass, 
and Wenoka Z-Lock® knife. All gauges and 
accessories are compatible with the com- 
pact Sigma System combo boot. & All 
Sigma System products are backed by one 
of the best gauge warranties available. 


IANKS 


Breathe easy. Your Sherwood professional 
dive store will help you select the air supply 
system that suits you best. B Sherwood’s 
diving cylinders are individually tested and 
certified to meet all DOT and CIC specifi- 
cations. B Sherwood's cylinders come in 13 
great colors to complement your other Sher- 
| wood gear. Capacities range from 13 to 100 
cubic feet in nine different sizes to let you 
customize your system. B® For your conve- 
nience, protection, comfort, and fit, Sher- 
wood has_ specially designed tank 
accessories such as our single- and double- 
| tank backpacks, tank boots, and a new plush 
padding kit which installs easily onto your 
backpack frame. We also offer the widest 
range of valves in the diving industry. 
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MASKS 


One of our finest masks, the Islander offers 
comfort, exceptional visibility, tempered 
lenses, and low internal volume—all at a 
fantastic value. Choose either the silicone 
Or neoprene skirt in a range of six colors 
including transparent blue, transparent red, 
yellow, pink, or blue. Corrective lenses are 
available from —1 to —6 diopters. » All 
Islander masks have a limited one-year 
guarantee and come with a protective travel 
case. B® Ask your dive store about Sher- 
wood's great new snorkeling package, fea- 
turing the Islander mask, Vortex snorkel, and 
Centauri fins in a handy mesh travel bag. 


AEGULATUK 


Underwater, you want the proven perfor- 
mance, top quality, durability, and smooth air 
delivery of Sherwood regulators. The newly 
styled Magnum Il®’s superior design guar- 
antees easy exhalation and a dry second 
Stage, lowers inhalation resistance, and pro- 
vides for more natural inhalation. B® When 
you're diving in cold water, forget about 
regulator freeze-up with the Blizzard®, 
designed with special built-in protection 
against freeze-up.  Oasis®, your key to div- 
ing comfort, eliminates the discomfort of dry 
mouth and throat by retaining the natural 
moisture in your breath and returning It to 
you. ® All Sherwood regulators carry life- 
time, limited warranty protection. Available 
in blue, black, yellow, pink, and red. 


circle #110 on Reader Service Card 
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HIVE BAG 
ACCESSORIES 


Discover the full line of Sherwood under- 
water products at the Sherwood profes- 
sional dive store nearest you. For a free 
catalog, write Sherwood, 120 Church St., 
Dept. C, Lockport, NY 14094. 


SHERWOOD <= 


YOUR DIVING PARTNER FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS. 





A division of HARSCO corporation 
Lockport, NY 14094-0790 














NIKONOS COURSE 
(Continued from Page 15) 


of the greatest advantages of close-ups 
over macro is that close-up lenses can be 
removed or put on U/W. This means the 
diver can instantly switch from close-up 
to standard lens photography when the 
situation requires it. 

Most close-up lenses slip over the pri- 
mary 35 or 28mm lenses. Some are held 
in place by either a snug fit or by a screw 
Clamp. Others are screwed into the 
threaded flange on the primary lens. In 
any case, they can be removed quickly. 

Easy to Operate: As with macro, the 
close-up system is easy to operate. Cam- 
era controls are pre-set before the dive. 
The flash is held or mounted at a pre-set 
distance and angle. Close-up photogra- 
phy is basically ‘‘point and shoot.’’ 

Because of its ease of operation, a 
close-up system is ideal for night diving 
and night photography. There are no 
camera settings to change and a dive 
light can be mounted on the strobe head 
for illumination and aiming. 


EXPOSURE CALCULATIONS 

Flash exposures are calculated differ- 
ently for close-up than they are for mac- 
ro. The absence of extension tubes elimi- 
nates the problem of light loss inside the 
lens barrel and the need for f/stop com- 
pensation. Close-up flash exposures are 
calculated with the standard flash expo- 
sure tables. 


NEED FOR POWERFUL FLASH 

Because of the increased distance and 
area coverage, close-up requires a fairly 
powerful flash. It should be able to 
achieve an aperture of f/22 at one foot, 
using ISO 50 film. 

There are several mini strobes power- 
ful enough to allow this. Photographers 
with weaker strobes often use twin flash 
setups. However, many photographers 
prefer using a ‘‘big gun’ strobe. Any of 
these approaches is acceptable. 


CLOSE-UP VERSUS MACRO 

When compared to macro, one could 
say that close-up is easier in the areas of 
focus and framing. The increased depth 
of field is very helpful. On the other hand, 
even lighting is more difficult because of 
the increased area. 

The important thing is that both close- 
up and macro have their own separate 
places in underwater photography. Both 
are important if you wish to master the 
entire spectrum of photo technique. Mac- 
ro is great for high image magnification of 
very tiny creatures. Close-up is ideal for 
medium magnification of larger creatures 
and small fish. And, both offer a very re- 
warding approach to underwater photog- 
raphy. You will love the results! >. 
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— Our Pride is Still Showing — 
Harvey's Reversibles are leading the industry with high-tech styling and quality 
craftsmanship today’s demanding diver can count on. See your Harvey dealer 
today, or send $2.00 for your full line suit and accessory color catalog. 
Made in U.S.A. since 1957 and PROUD of it! 
Harvey’s 2505 S. 252nd Kent WA 98032 
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silver by renowned artist 8439 Barkley Dr. Houston TX 77017 
Robert L. Straight (713) 643-4051 
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REPRE EaE ADT DIDO TORTI ER CEI RE BREE POY PED PEE SE SELES PCLT 


SERRE FAITH TEEN + RnB REIDY SPICE SEALED LT NLS A ILE IOLD 
FRR LPR 


ARE ACTH EARP REY ETE COREE CHOOD SEA PREPRESS FEES BE PE TNF PLETE L ELT IIRL PED 


Mi: Kroeber, Hockessin, Delaware 
exclaimed, ‘‘l’m glad it’s back and | 
hope it stays!’’ He was referring to the 
15th Inward to the Sea Underwater Festi- 
val held at George Washington Universi- 
ty, Washington, D.C. After a one year hia- 
tus, director Fran Wilson and a staff of 
volunteers resurrected the show that has 
always been popular with divers from 
Washington, Virginia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware and Pennsylvania. Obtaining volun- 
teers to organize and operate the non- 
profit festival has been a problem in the 
past and something Wilson hopes to sur- 
mount in the future. 

Hundreds of divers and their guests 
echoed Mal Kroeber’s sentiments after 
attending daytime slide shows, seminars, 
exhibits and Jack McKenney’s exciting 
Dive to Adventure evening film presenta- 


FOSTERS TOE FAT ELI POR OPEL IE IEE TTI TOT LTE OL LLL OTE 
REPT RPLIPE RISER TIESTO TONE Pe EET 


BY. EL ‘LSWORTH = aaa 


REET PC OLDE TELS TIOIE TAS LATEST PANTO TESTE TL FT MF APT ICLP ITS 2 PIB ELBERT EHS 


TEENIE TREE FEET I UE EPIC IE FTL EET SEBEL FEELIN LED L EFI HEL LITLE TO ETE NENT OO TET EL TRESTLE EEA 


tion. Inward to the Sea didn't disappoint 
wreck divers, who were enthralled by 
Scott Jenkins’ and Ken Smith's multi- 
slide show, Carolina Comfort, featuring 
four popular wrecks in the Graveyard of 
the Atlantic. Marita DeGroot, Debbie 
Mansfield and Linda Robertson assisted 
Jenkins and Smith in their Poseidon Vid- 
eo Production show on the U-352, Tar- 
pon, Proteus and Malchase. 

The U-352 was the first German sub- 
marine sunk by the U.S. Coast Guard in 
World War Il. The cutter /carus sank it in 
90 feet of water approximately 20 miles 
off Moorehead City. The U-352 remains 
one of the most intriguing wrecks off the 
coast of North Carolina. The Jarpon, a 
U.S. Navy Shark class sub built in 1936, 
saw valiant service in World War Il, sink- 
ing the 11,000 ton Japanese ship, Fushi- 


Scott Jenkins (left) and Ken Smith adjust camera settings before a river dive. 
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ma Maru. |In 1947, while under tow to 
New Orleans to become a training ves- 
sel, the 7arpon took on water in a sudden 
storm and sank off Cape Hatteras. In 
1918, the 406 foot long passenger 
steamer Proteus sank in a fog-shrouded 
sea after colliding with the Standard Oil 
tanker, Cushing. The tanker rescued all 
passengers as the Proteus sank approxi- 
mately 20 miles from Ocracoke Inlet, 
North Carolina. Originally christened 
Chickamaugh, the freighter Ma/lchase 
was torpedoed in 1942 by the German 
sub U-160. She sank about 25 miles east 
of Cape Lookout, with 3,600 tons of soda 
ash in her hold. One crewman drowned, 
the rest were picked up by the Mexican 
tanker, Faja de Oro. 

Bob Kutzieb and Bob Whaley revealed 
some astounding slides and statistics in 
their presentation of the search and re- 
covery of the Challenger S51L space 
shuttle, which disintegrated over Cape 
Canaveral two years ago. The expedition, 
working from February 6 to August 29, 
1986 made 881 U/W debris contacts and 
recoveries over a 456 square mile radius. 
Whaley equated this to searching the en- 
tire area within Washington’s Capitol Belt- 
way with a fine tooth comb. Divers, 
manned submersibles and U/W robots 
worked in depths from 10-1,200 feet 
where visibility ranged from 0-30 feet. 
There were 3,077 manned dives (not in- 
cluding submersibles or robots), the 
deepest one to 1/7 feet. A total of 1,549 
hours of bottom time were logged during 
the search and recovery of parts of the 
historic, but tragic Challenger. 

Bill Eddy, founder and director of the 
Nautical Archaeology Division of the Cap- 
itol Divers Association, presented a cap- 
sule summary of his Nautical Archaeolo- 
gy Training Program for Sport Divers. 
Based on conservation and preservation 
of underwater artifacts, Eddy’s program 
consists of three levels of training: under- 
water archaeology, an introduction to the 
conservation and preservation of under- 
water artifacts and field study on under- 
water archaeology. Ninety minute class- 
es are conducted one night a week for 10 
weeks, plus Saturdays, often including a 
hands-on, learn by doing approach. Eddy 
stressed the diver’s responsibility for 
conservation and preservation of the en- 
vironment and any artifacts retrieved. He 
includes everything from working in ar- 
chives to mapping, photographing, trian- 
gulation exercises, use of remote sen- 
sors and other high-tech aspects of un- 
derwater archaeology. He utilizes expert 
local resource people such as Mendel 
Peterson—formerly with Smithsonian I|n- 
stitution—and includes studies being con- 
ducted in the Potomac and Patuxent Riv- 
ers and Chesapeake Bay. 

Mike Parks, Baltimore, Maryland had a 
list at his exhibit booth depicting 150 con- 
firmed shipwrecks from Lewes, Delaware 
to Chincoteague, Virginia. An experi- 
enced researcher, Parks is compiling a 
second list of 300 wrecks in the middle 
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if you like what you see up here 
give us a Chance to put you down there. 


The Ocean Corporation is among the finest commercial diving schools in the world. 
We pioneered bell diver training, in-house welding training, ASNT level inspection diver 
training and Diver Medic certification. Our pride runs deep. Give us a Call and see for 
yourself. 
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5709 Glenmont Houston, Ix 77081 (713) 661-0033 
Cail Toll Free 1-800-321-0298 Collect in Texas 
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American 
quality. 


Worn with 
pride. 


Available from 
any authorized dealer. 


His: Stars n Stripes (M752PSZ) 
Hers: Victory (W705PSZ) 


HENDERS®N AQUATICS, INC. 
1 Whitall Ave., Millville, NJ 08332 
(609)-825-4771 
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WRECK FACTS 


Atlantic area. One of his favorites is the 
San Gill, a U.S. Fruit Company freighter 
torpedoed in 1942 by the U-103. About 
500 feet long, the wreck sits in 125 feet 
of water approximately 20 miles off 
Ocean City, Maryland. Another popular 
site is the USS Cherokee, a navy gunboat 
that sank in 1918 in 100 feet of water. 
She is about 120 feet long, sporting a 
bow gun still intact. Divers charter out of 
Indian River Inlet, Delaware to reach her. 
Parks was born and raised in Point Aus- 
tin, Michigan, but migrated to Maryland 
via commercial diving ventures. Two or 
three times a year he takes experienced 
divers back to old stomping grounds in 
Lake Huron for deep dives on well pre- 
served wrecks. He is connected with sev- 
eral museums around the Great Lakes 
where his artifacts are on display. His |n- 
ward to the Sea exhibit included English 
ironstone china, brass portholes, earth- 
enware jugs and deadeyes. Mike’s home 
base is 8027 Liberty Road, Baltimore, 
MD 21207. 

The Atlantis Divers, 250 members 
strong, are into their 29th year of opera- 
tion, diving the East Coast from Long Is- 
land to North Carolina. Tome Allen dis- 
played a large porthole Greg Masi re- 
trieved off the John Morgan, a Liberty 
ship wrecked off Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
The Morgan, whose hold still retains the 
remains of a cargo of tanks, jeeps and 
munitions, collided with the steamship 
Montana in 1943. Masi’s porthole was 
part of a bulkhead that gave way when he 
attempted to dislodge it. Allen says his 
dive buddy airlifted ‘‘half the ship’ in or- 
der to get the prized porthole. It's so 
heavy, the two Atlantis veterans could 
barely lift it to show me where it once had 
a dog. Although another one was missing 
when it was retrieved, Allen happened to 
find it in the sand on a subsequent dive. 
‘| was doggone lucky,’’ he smiled. Atlan- 
tis Rangers may be contacted at P.O. Box 
210, College Park, Maryland 20740. 

The evening session of the festival was 
highlighted by Jack McKenney’s Dive to 
Adventure film show in Lisner Auditorium 
where more than 800 fans applauded the 
drama and humor in his various produc- 
tions. His The Bay of Dolphins was to be 
part of a National Geographic special 
shortly after Inward to the Sea’s show. 


MARYLAND DIVERS BEWARE 
A draft for a vicious and restrictive bill 
is being circulated: Proposed Legislation 
for the Protection of Underwater Archae- 
ological Resources in Maryland Waters. 
Wording of the proposed bill covers all 
shipwrecks. The Maryland Historical 
Trust—advocates of the bill—can call any 
wreck they want ‘‘historic.”’ 
(Continued on Page 172) 


THE CAPSULE “8” houses 
Sony's State-Of-The-Art 8 mm 
“Handycam. It is without a doubt 
talomatyessjmere)an) ey-ceia-(slemirelaianyicy(e alt 
underwater video system availa- 
ble today, from which superior re- 
sults can be obtained with a mini- 
aalelanterslanlelejalqme) im iats)(g0(e1(6)a url ale) 
experience. 


SYSTEMS THAT REALLY 
WORK...WONDERS! 


THE AQUATICA “3” houses 
the Nikon F3 and Canon F1. 


Itis the most complete and profes- 
sional underwater photography 
SWAIN clit lel(om (ele f=\'a 


THE AQUATICA “3” is shown 
equipped with the 105 mm Macro 
Port and a Nikonos V mounted on 
the accessory shoe. 
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Why is ORCA known asthe 
DIVING COMPUTER COMPANY? _ 


Because we specialize in dive com- buy an ORCA EDGE™or SkinnyDipper™ 
puters, just for you. That’s right, we And with close to 500,000 dives 
don't build masks, fins, and logged on our time tested ORCA 
snorkels. — s. Model why trust a new- 
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remember 
ORCA — we 
specialize in 
dive computers. 
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The Diving 
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Company! 
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E* problems are commonly discussed 
in my correspondence. This month | 
am repeating an article on ears that cov- 
ers the most common questions asked 
about ears and diving. The drawing of the 
ear will help you to understand how it re- 
sponds to the pressure changes in diving 
and the problems that can occur owing to 
pressure imbalance. 

Question: Is it possible to dive with a 
perforated eardrum? 

Answer: No. Sometimes cold water 
entering the middle ear through a perfo- 
rated eardrum will upset the balance 
mechanism next to the middle ear and 
cause sudden vertigo, dizziness or even 
vomiting. None of these things are con- 
ducive to safe diving. Also, when there is 
a hole in your eardrum, water will enter 
the middle ear, cause an infection and 
eventually, with repeated damage, result 
in hearing problems. However, most per- 
forated eardrums are not permanent, so 
you must let the perforation heal before 
diving. If you rupture an eardrum while 
diving, you should see a physician, get 
treatment to prevent ear infection and 
wait for healing to occur. You may be un- 
able to dive for three to four weeks, but 
with proper care, the drum will heal. After 
an examination by your doctor, you 
should be able to dive again. 

Several divers wrote about chronic 
eardrum perforations—ones that will not 
heal. | discussed this problem with my 


ear, nose and throat colleagues. They 
say that chronic eardrum perforations 
usually occur when there is poor middle 
ear drainage. This situation often occurs 
because of a blocked eustachian tube 
and unless the tube is opened, the perfo- 
ration will not heal. Occasionally, some- 
one will have a healed eardrum with a 
permanent perforation. In order to dive 
these people would have to get the ear- 
drum repaired surgically. If you perforate 
an eardrum while diving, seek medical 
help to make sure it heals properly. If it 
does not, you need further medical treat- 
ment to be sure the perforation does not 
become permanent. 

Question: A week after diving | noticed 
some difficulty with hearing in one ear, 
the ear feels full and | notice an occasion- 
al hissing or buzzing sound in it. Is this re- 
lated to diving? 

Answer: Yes, this is a common result 
of an ear squeeze. The squeeze caused 
some fluid to accumulate in the middle 
ear. Often this will not drain and the fluid- 
filled middle ear does not transmit sound 
properly. Occasionally, the fluid stimu- 
lates the hearing mechanism and a con- 
tinuous dull hiss or buzz can be heard. 
We call this serous otitis. It can be pre- 
vented by having your ears checked after 
diving if you had problems clearing and 
experienced ear squeeze. Once fluid 
forms in the middle ear, it will remain 
there unless it has a way to drain. Nor- 


Injuries to the ear are some of the most common problems encountered during diving. 
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mally, fluid drains through the eustachian 
tube, but if the tube is blocked, the fluid 
will stay. Usually a week’s course of de- 
congestants will clear the fluid, but if it 
doesn’t, you need help from an ear spe- 
cialist. Most serous otitis can be treated 
with medication and after it is gone, you 
can return to diving. 

Question: After my last dive, | devel- 
oped a buzzing sound in one ear. | didn't 
have an ear squeeze and my doctor 
found no abnormality when he examined 
my ears. How can | get rid of the sound? 

Answer: This problem is rare and 
more difficult to deal with than an ear 
squeeze. Occasionally a diver will sud- 
denly develop a buzzing sound that be- 
comes more or less permanent. Some- 
times hearing is reduced in the same ear. 
There is a similar problem that can occur 
in nondivers. It is called Meniere’s dis- 
ease and produces hearing loss, buzzing 
in the ear, and vertigo or dizziness. It is 
thought to be caused by excess inner ear 
fluid causing excess pressure that dam- 
ages the hearing and balance organs. 
The problem divers occasionally get Is 
something like this disease, although 
those who have written to me about it did 
not have vertigo. In both divers and non- 
divers, the problem can go on for years 
and the constant buzzing can be very an- 
noying. Treating is often complex. Some- 
times medicines work and sometimes a 
surgical procedure is helpful. In any case, 
the problem requires consultation with an 
ear specialist. There is no reason to give 
up diving unless vertigo or dizziness is 
present..One other possibility that should 
be considered when you have sudden 
hearing loss in one or both ears after div- 
ing is decompression sickness. Although 
rare and unlikely to occur in sport diving, 
a sudden hearing loss after diving not re- 
lated to ear squeeze may be an uncom- 
mon result of ‘decompression sickness 
and would require hyperbaric chamber 
treatment. You should consult a diving 
physician if this occurs, since treatment 
will often restore hearing while lack of it 
may result in permanent hearing loss. 

| should mention another rare ear prob- 
lem that occurs on descent. It is usually 
called round window rupture. The round 
window is a fibrous membrane in the 
middle ear that seals the inner ear fluid 
from the middle ear. If it is ruptured, fluid 
leaks from the inner ear to the middle ear. 
Hearing loss or balance problems follow 
and may become permanent unless the 
tear is repaired. The round window usual- 
ly is ruptured by forceful efforts at ear 
clearing on descent. When it occurs, 
there is sudden hearing loss and vertigo, 
but the pain associated with an eardrum 
rupture is usually not present. If round 
window rupture is suspected, the diver 
should exit the water immediately and 
seek expert advice for diagnosis and 
treatment. Ear surgery may be needed to 
repair the torn membrane. Round window 
rupture is a reason to give up all div- 
ING. >t 











The Wheel'is a revolutionary new dive planner — the first 
designed and tested specifically for recreational divers. 


¢ Multilevel dives ¢ Longer repetitive dives ¢ Shorter surface intervals © Greater precision 


Plan your dive the way you dive it. If you mit a precision previously possible only 
don't stay at one depth, you shouldn’t have with dive computers. The Wheel departs 
to limit your dive time as though you do. from conventional table formats, minimiz- 
The Wheel lets you plan multilevel profiles ing unnecessary rounding. 


that give you more bottom time — often 


greater than 50% more. Easy to use. If you can spin a disk and 


point an arrow, you can use The Wheel. No 
Less time above, more time below. With math. No RNT. The Wheel makes planning 
conventional tables, you spend too much your dives faster and easier than ever. 

time waiting between dives, and too little 
time on your repetitive dives. The Wheel 
puts you back in the water sooner — and 
lets you stay longer. 


Innovative thinking and sound science. 
The Wheel is the result of three years re- 
search by leading hyperbaric researchers 
and dive table engineers, plus the most ex- 
Precision planning. Five-foot depth incre- tensive recreational dive test program ever 
ments and one-minute time increments per- conducted. The Wheel gives you more bot- 


tom time while actually maintaining more 
conservative body nitrogen levels than con- 


ventional tables. The Wheel is a superior 
application of proven hyperbaric science. 


Get The Wheel from your local PADI Train- 
ing Facility. Or write PADI for a free Training 


Facility List: PADI, Box 25011, Santa Ana, 


CA 92799-5011. 


\ 
\ THE WHEEL” 


WW! 


The new age in dive planning has dawned. It’s about time. 
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The Billion Gallon Lake Resort offers 17 
miles of navigable waterways in which 
divers can examine relics left from the 

lead mining activity. The mine is so large 
that the entire town of Bonne Terre 
could fit inside it. The spacious 
underwater trails are illuminated by 
250,000 watts of dramatic lighting. 

Walking tours of the mine are offered as 

well. Each level of Bonne Terre Mine is 
different, with the lower levels 
dominated by huge rock pillars left by 
the miners to support the ceilings. 























ns 


Doug and Cathy Goergens (foreground) 
and friends enjoy musical entertainment in 
the living room of the elegant Mansion Hill 
Country Inn. The inn was formerly the resi- 
dence of the president of St. Joe Lead. 
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t's a time capsule; an engineering mar- 

vel and an unbeatable weekend get- 
away. Its highly unusual diving has at- 
tracted the attention of such photographic 
and cinematographic notables as the 
Cousteau team, Jack McKenney and 
Rick Freshee. It's located in the heart of 
North America. What is it? It could only 
be Missouri’s Billion Gallon Lake Resort 
in the Bonne Terre Mine and the Mansion 
Hill Country Inn. 

Although the initial French surveys of 
this area in the 1720s failed to uncover 
large gold and silver reserves, they did 
discover an impressive quantity of sur- 
face lead deposits. In 1864 the region's 
first mine shaft was sunk; three years 
later St. Joe Lead formed. Before long, 
St. Joe Lead owned and operated many 
of the area’s mines including Bonne 
Terre. By the time it built the 32 room 
mansion for its corporate president in the 
early 1900s, St. Joe lead was one of the 
few successful mining operations. 

Historic Bonne Terre reveals the evolu- 
tion of modern mining techniques. More 
than one-half century ago, mules hauled 
one ton ore carts up the same walkway 
divers now use to enter the mine. When 
mechanization phased out the use of 
mules at most other mines the paths they 
had used were carved away for mineral 
deposits and vertical shafts were dug to 





Right: The Mansion Hill Country Inn 
offers gourmet food (made to order from 
scratch), turn of the century ambiance 
with a nautical flair and warm hospitality. 
The Goergens hand picked each element 
of the decor. Additionally, on the mine 
property, several small shops recreate 
the small town mining environment. 
Below: Doug Goergens and Carl Rogers 
swim through the crystal clear water in 
Bonne Terre Mine’s Lake Room. 














MID AMERICA’S MOST POPULAR 


DIVE RESORT 


shorten the ore recovery route. Bonne 
Terre is thus doubly blessed by possess- 
ing both extraordinarily clear water and, 
just as rare, a pathway that provides easy 
access to the mine. 

Walking down the old mule entrance, 
you pass the first level where the rooms 
are scarcely as tall as the men who 
worked them. Many walls and hundreds 
of pillars were left behind to support the 
low ceiling. As you stroll into level two, 
the scale of the chambers and columns 
increases. More sophisticated tech- 
niques used to sculpt this second tier 
allowed floors to spread out from 20 to 
more than 60 feet below the rock roof. 
Pillars still dominate the minescape. In 
the third level, now partially flooded for 
diving, ceiling to floor distances may 
reach 200 feet! Fifty foot diameter rough 
hewn rock pillars look like earth colored 
giant sequoia trees. If you surface along 
one of the U/W trails from the average 
depth of 40-60 feet, you and your guide 
may look up to the roof 50-150 feet 
above your head. In chambers this big, 


you easily forget you are underground. 

How big is it? The mine has 17 miles 
of navigable waterways. The entire town 
of Bonne Terre could actually fit inside! 
Imagine yourself swimming through a 
manmade structure with a volume far ex- 
ceeding that of the Superdome, marked 
by towering Gothic pillars and sweeping 
stone arches, illuminated with more than 
250,000 watts of warm light and you may 
come close to envisioning the experience 
of diving in the Bonne Terre Mine. 

West End Diving Centers has acquired 
full ownership of the mine property. Just 
as they did with the Mansion Hill Country 
Inn, Doug and Cathy Goergens have be- 
gun devoting their time and energy to re- 
storing the mine complex. Several small 
shops, built in a semicircle facing the 
mine’s old mule entrance, recreate the 
small mine town environment that's remi- 
niscent of the old western frontier. The 
quaint barber shop built by ex-miners 
and the tiny bank, with its barred teller’s 
window, look like something from a Holly- 
wood set. Fresh coats of paint and the in- 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY MARK M. LAWRENCE 


troduction of new shops are bringing life 
to the area again. In the museum adjoin- 
ing the general store, you can browse 
past displays of mining relics and sundry 
items from the miners’ homes. 

Townsfolk donated many of the unusu- 
al objects. The memorabilia gives you in- 
sight into the everyday life of the hard 
working miners. Sign up for the one hour 
walking tour of the mine at the general 
store; it is a great way to learn about the 
underground features and overall mine 
structure before you go diving. 

At the time of this writing, Cathy Goer- 
gens has initiated renovation of two of the 
old storefronts to create a casual restau- 
rant—the Deep Earth Deli—featuring 
overstuffed sandwiches and grinders. 
Her plans include the reopening of a 
clothing shop to offer a variety of resort 
wear. In keeping with Cathy’s strong 
sense of local history and traditions, she 
has recruited a storyteller to visit the mine 
village on the weekends and repeat the 
colorful tales and legends of the lead belt 

(Continued on Page 42) 
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Last summer, Jennifer Carter was the leader of the American film team of the 
French-American Titanic expedition. She was the first woman to make a dive on 
the ship. The Titanic model pictured is owned by Byron Matson and is on display 
at San Sylmar in Sylmar, CA. The U/W photo shows the starboard side of the Ti- 
tanic. A porthole, with glass intact, is visible near the bottom, left. Dives on the 
Titanic were made in the submersible Nautile, being launched in the photo above. 
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2 ‘THE FIRST WOMAN 
| TO DIVE THE WORLDS 
DEEPEST WRECK 





photos/Bonnie J. Cardone 


BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


he enormity of the tragedy boggles 
the mind: She was a luxurious pas- 
senger liner on her way from England to 
the U.S. Said to be unsinkable, she car- 
ried a glittering selection of high society's 
most prominent members, people who 
brought along maids, valets and nannies 
to tend to their every need. But, on this, 
her maiden voyage, the Titanic struck an 
iceberg. Less than three hours later, she 
was 13,000 feet down on the bottom of 
the ocean. Only 705 of those aboard her 
survived, more than 1,500 perished. 
The tragedy occurred in April 1912, but 
interest in the ship has not abated. It is 
easy to become obsessed with her story. 
Part of the reason she still commands so 
much interest must be because the disas- 
ter could have been avoided. She might 
not have sunk and so many lives might 
not have been lost if: the ice warnings 
had been heeded and the ship's speed 
reduced; the lookout had had binoculars; 
the moon was out and the sea not glassy 
calm, allowing the iceberg to be seen 
much earlier; there were enough lifeboats 








_ and people had not been afraid to board 
them; the crew of the Californian had re- 
sponded to the Jitanic’s distress signals. 
The Titanic was lost until 1985 when a 
French-American expedition headed by 
Dr. Robert Ballard of Woods Hole Ocean- 


ographic Institution along with Jean-Louis | 


Michel and Jean Jarry, both of Institut 
Francais de Recherches pour L’Eploita- 
tion des Mers, pinpointed its location. Ar- 
go, a mechanical sled carrying video 
cameras and other electronic equipment, 
took the first U/W pictures of the Titanic. 

In 1986, Ballard and a Woods Hole 
team returned to the site. Using the sub- 
mersible Alvin, they made the historic first 
dives on the wreck. The result was a Na- 
tional Geographic special that is now for 
sale as a videotape, two articles in Na- 


In early October, SKIN DIVER inter- 
viewed Jennifer Carter, leader of the 
American film team on the 1987 expedi- 
tion. Jennifer has dived all over the world, 
including: the Red Sea, Australia, the Pa- 
cific, South Pacific, the Virgin Islands, the 
Bahamas, Cozumel and Loch Ness, 
Scotland. She has been producing and 
leading expeditions for National Geo- 
graphic and Walt Disney for 15 years. 
Many of her projects have been under- 
water films, such as the Emmy award 
winning Great Whales and The Sharks. 
An interview with Ralph White, director of 
photography, motion pictures, for the 
1985 expedition and director of subma- 
rine operations and deep underwater im- 
aging for the 1987 expedition, provided 
additional information. 


All of the egg dishes shown below were picked up and brought to the surface. In spite 
of their two and one-half mile fall to the botttom of the ocean, the dishes were intact. 


tional Geo and a brand new book, /he 
Discovery of the Titanic, all authored by 
Ballard. Like a true Titanic fanatic, | have 
eagerly devoured all of them, finding 
each an absolute treasure. 

In August and early September of last 
year another expedition visited the /itan- 
ic, making 32 more dives on her and not 
only taking pictures but also bringing up 
from 300 to almost 900 (depending on 
the source, the number varies) artifacts. 
These included: an 18 inch high bronze 
cherub with movable wings; a decorative 
vase; a gold gilded chandelier; pots; 
many, many dishes; one of the ship’s 
bells; the compass, wheel and two tele- 
graphs from the stern docking bridge; an 
intact leaded glass window; a leather va- 
lise containing jewels and currency; a 
porthole; and Captain E.J. Smith's mega- 
phone. At the time of this writing, these 
were undergoing preservation and resto- 
ration at Electricite de France, a French 
firm that is very experienced in this sort 
of work. The artifacts will not be sold. 
They will eventually become part of a 
traveling exhibition, to be seen in muse- 
ums around the world. 





photo/courtesy AP/Wide World Photos 


JENNIFER’S DIVE 

There are only three operational sub- 
mersibles in the world capable of making 
dives deep enough (13,000 feet) to visit 
the Titanic where the pressure is 5,800 
pounds per square inch. But, both 
Woods Hole’s Alvin and the Sea Cliff, 
owned by the U.S. Navy, were unavail- 
able. Thus, the 87 expedition leased the 
French submersible Nautile, along with 
its support vessel, Nadir, and an experi- 
enced French crew. The Abeille Support- 
er was used to store the artifacts recov- 
ered. About 50 people took part in the ex- 
pedition. It was funded by a group of 
Americans headed by George; Tulloch 
and known as Oceanic Research Explor- 
ations, Limited. 

Although Nautile is oblong in shape, 
most of the vessel is just a shell contain- 
ing electronics and other equipment. The 
three passenger compartment is a four 
inch thick titanium sphere. 

Jennifer Carter, the first woman to set 
eyes on the Titanic since it sank, made 
her dive in Nautile during the first week of 
the seven week expedition. Since the 
Nautile is not heated and will be the same 


temperature as the water—34°F at the 
bottom—those inside must dress warmly. 
Jennifer wore several layers of clothing, 
including a wool sweater. All three crew 
members wore flameproof jumpsuits as 
their outer garments. 

Unfortunately, on the surface before 
(and after) the dive with the hatch closed, 
the little sub becomes uncomfortably 
warm. First its passengers sweat, later 
they become very chilled. In addition, 
while awaiting the OK to descend or the 
tow back to Nadir, Nautile has a tendency 
to bob about on the surface. Her passen- 
gers always hope for calm seas so sea- 
sickness is avoided. 

To conserve battery power, descents 
and ascents are made without lights: For 
almost all of tts one and one-half hour 
journey to the Titanic, the Nautile traveled 
in total darkness. Jennifer says she felt 
like Alice in Wonderland, falling into a 
deep, dark hole. Alice was probably a lot 
more comfortable. Conditions are 
cramped in the sub. It is less than seven 
feet in diameter. Jennifer says that if she 
moved a few inches to the right she 
bumped against knobs. The pilot was 
less than 18 inches away on her left. 
While the co-pilot has a chair to sit in, the 
pilot and observer lie on their stomachs 
with their Knees bent, peering through 
glass more than one foot thick in port- 
holes less than five inches in diameter. 

Upon arrival at the bottom, the sub’s 
powerful lights are turned on. Jennifer 
was amazed at the clarity and the colors. 
She says the water was as clear as that 
in a swimming pool and the colors were 
a continuation of her Alice in Wonderland 
fantasy. Because it is so dark at 13,000 
feet, visibility is only about 20 feet. 

On Jennifer's dive, Nautile landed in 
the debris field. The bottom is a thin layer 
of fine sand, mixed with reddish rusticles, 
on top of hard mud. It is littered with 7itan- 
ic artifacts: fine china, including pieces 
with the White Star logo and blue Meis- 
sen; silver plates; sterling silverware so 
shiny it looked as though “‘it just came 
from Tiffany’s;’’ and intact crystal de- 
canters and bowls. 

On some dives, artifacts were brought 
to the surface in the small basket carried 
on the front of the sub. When the basket 
was full, it would be detached and sent to 
the surface. Nautile has arms fitted with 
a special suction tool that can pick up 
even the most delicate china, although 
this is a long and laborious undertaking. 
All of the egg dishes shown in this article 
were recovered, a process that required 
parts of four different dives and prompted 
crew members to call the ‘87 expedition 
the Titanic ‘‘eggs-pedition.’’ Jennifer em- 
phasizes that great care was taken in se- 
lecting and recovering artifacts. Every- 
thing brought up was first photographed 
in situ. Nothing was ever ripped off the 77- 
tanic. Larger artifacts, such as the tele- 
graphs, were brought up in baskets 
dropped from the surface by the Abeille 
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When the People’s Republic of China wanted to improve their 
diving forces, they reviewed the leading Diving Schools through- 
out the world including Great Britain and France. After inspecting 
the facilities and the courses each had to offer, they chose the 
College of Oceaneering (Los Angeles Harbor). 18 specially selected 
Chinese enrolled. Even with the language barrier, all 18 Chinese 
eae their courses with such efficiency, the Federal Govern- 
. ment awarded the College of Oceaneer- 
ing, an Accomodation in the United States 
Congressional Record. 

If you're serious about improving your 
life, with a new exciting career, consider 
what we have to offer, our facilities, 
courses, instructors plus our tuition and 
job referral program are unmatched in 
the commercial diving field. 





CALL TOLL p> 
FREE: 1/800 eee 

824-9027 
In California es 
1/800 /367-3947 


College of Oceaneering 
Los Angeles Harbor, 272 S. Fries Ave. 
Wilmington, CA 90744-6399 (213) 834-2501 
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TITANIC 


Supporter. These had pingers on them 
that allowed the sub to locate them on the 
bottom and Nadir to find them when 
they’d been sent to the surface. 

During Jennifer's dive, a photographic 
mission, the sub traveled from the debris 
field to the stern of the Titanic. In the bas- 
ket attached to its front, Nauti/le carried an 
ROV named Robin, that was used to pho- 
tograph objects in the debris field as well 
as the port propeller (the Jitanic had 
three giant screws). 





Jean Louis wraps the bronze cherub in 
muslin. The statue has movable wings. 


On the trip through the debris field, 
Jennifer saw a variety of marine life. The 
Titanic’s steam boilers were fueled by 
coal and the debris field contains tons of 
it. Many of the individual pieces looked 
like old fashioned feather pen sets: Grow- 
ing off the top of a black lump of coal 
would be a single plume of pink gorgoni- 
an coral. There were the ubiquitous rattail 
fish. All of the life seen—with the excep- 
tion of four inch long, blood red shrimp— 
was white. This included starfish about 
nine to ten inches in diameter. They 
looked like brittlestars, with small body 
discs and very long, slender arms. There 
were anemones, 6 to 12 inches in diame- 
ter, attached to things in the debris field. 
These had very long, slender tentacles. 
The all-white crabs, three to four inches 
long, “‘looked as if they’d been white- 
washed,’ Jennifer told me. The crabs 
were almost translucent. The crabs and 
the shrimp had extraordinarily long an- 
tennae; two to three times as long as the 
bodies of the animals. Although these an- 
imals live in total darkness, Jennifer says 
they showed no reaction to fight, leading 
to speculation (on my part) they may be 
blind. From Jennifer's description, it ap- 
pears that the marine life she saw, with 
the exception of the red shrimp, is albino. 
The gorgonian fans (the most famous ex- 
ample is the one shown on a light fixture 
in the first class staircase, photographed 
in 1986) were also white. 

The other two people who traveled with 
Jennifer to the bottom of the sea were 
nondiving Frenchmen, notably less en- 
thused about the marine life she kept 
pointing out to them. Her dive lasted al- 
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Coelacanth, Latimeria chalumnae 


SEA FANS says “thank you” 
with new reduced price 


You are witness to a rare occurrence. Not the sighting 
of an elusive Coelacanth, but a lowering of the price on 
a high quality product...SEA FANS Video Magazine. 


Response to our first four issues has been terrific... 
from divers and dive stores. Subscriptions are growing 
and our renewal rate is way above publishing industry 
standards. 


The more issues we sell, the lower each costs us. So we’re 
happy to pass that savings on to you....the divers who 
made it all possible. | 


Now, 4 times a year, you can travel with the SEA FANS 
crew on a 90 minute video journey to the world’s great 
diving destinations, learn from the experts in live action 
photo clinics, explore romantic vacation spots, enjoy 
fascinating marine life studies and meet the people 
worldwide who share your love of diving. 


It’s all yours at a new annual subscription price of just 
$09.95. Or select a single copy of SEA FANS at your 
favorite dive shop for just $19.95. Or the ““Anniversary 
Collection” of the first four issues in a leatherette slip 
case for $69.95. 


You've helped us grow. And now we're saying thank you 
the best way we know how. 


We invite you to subscribe or renew now. 


kan 





SEAFANS. 


VIDEO MAGAZINE 
7800 East Iliff, Suite E; Denver, Colorado 80231 U.S.A. 
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THE ULTIMATE UNDERWATER 
VIDEO SYSTEM 


HYPERTECH has designed an inno- 
vative new housing for use with Sony's 
revolutionary new Camcorder to create 
the ultimate u/w video system. If you've 
been waiting for a breakthrough, here itis. 

The features you need, the quality you demand, 
and a price you can afford. 


HYPERTECH’S compact, lightweight PRO 9" 
housing features @ highgrade plastics, virtually indestruct- 
able and corrosion-free @ 250 foot depth rating @ easy 
Koy-Xellateme Mey iicolammey-lecclarzaey:lit-tsjaney-Ur-Ua(ecre Mm (0) mnsiCcr-0 \VMUTAN) 
images @ hyper-focal optics for consistantly perfect focus 
@ Single trigger simultaneously activates camera and 
lights @ optional built-in twin hyper-light system (30/ 
LOM AATIAPMMOLULaA1ClAnlcamerclOy-1¢)II1NVa Mer: lam eemrs(0l0(c10 mrs l@rslaNvan alates 

sony’s advanced new Handycam Pro CCDV9 features @ 
new higher resolution picture @ 5 lux min. light requirement 
@ variable speed shutter @ fully featured built-in VCR @ 
radical improvement image quality. 


To order, or receive brochure call (800) 782-4448 


HYPERTECH INC., PO. Box 10513, Pompano Beach, 
FL 33064, (305) 782-4448 








HYPERTECH PRO 9 





Gl reasure 
Brought To You By White’s PI 1000 


e Excellent 
Sensitivity for 
Coins, Rings, 
and Relics 
made of Gold, 
Silver, and 
Other Metals. 


e Compare the 
PI 1000 Series 2 
to Underwater 
Detectors 
Costing Twice 
the Price! 


This isa 
Sophisticated 
Underwater 
Pulse Induction 
metal detector. 
It is easy to 
use, guaranteed 


$499.95 


to depths of 200 
feet, and gives 
both an audible 
and visual 
target indica- 
tion. TOLL FREE: 1-800-547-6911 


FREE CATALOG 
AUTHORIZED DEALER 


SOSSSSSSSSHSSHSOSSHSHSHSHSHSSHSHSHSSSSSHSSHSHSSHSSHSSESHSHEHEHSHSHEHEHHHHHHEHHHEHEHHHHHEHEHEESEOEE 
1011 Pleasant Valley Rd. INTERNATIONAL CONTACT POINTS 
Sweet Home, OR 97386 White’s Electronics Intl., Ltd. 
Dept. SD-4 13 Harbour Rd. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED Inverness, Scotland 1V1 1RY 
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TITANIC 


most six hours, some of the dives were 
up to 12 hours long. 


Ralph White and Jennifer Carter in front of 
the little French submersible, Nautile. 


THE HOLE 

Several interesting discoveries were 
made by the '87 expedition that shed 
new light on Jitanic’s demise. This 882 
foot long ship sank less than three hours 
after striking an iceberg and there has 
been intense speculation regarding the 
damage done to the hull. The impact was 
scarcely felt by those on board, yet 20 
minutes later the captain knew his ship 
was going down and began preparing for 
that inevitability. 





Ralph White with one of the ship’s bells. 


The ‘87 expedition found a huge hole 
in the Titanic’s starboard hull. Measuring 
20 feet high by 40 feet wide, it is teardrop 
shaped according to Ralph White. He 
showed me a diagram of the ship with the 
hole sketched in. The bottom part in- 
cludes the mail and specie rooms, the 
Squash court and the first class baggage 
compartment. The top of the hole (I 
thought it resembled a shark tooth in 
shape) included some third class cabins. 











While all of these would have been out of 
water when the ship left Southhampton, 
by the time it was fully loaded with pas- 
sengers and cargo, the mail and specie 
rooms at the bottom of the hole would 
have been underwater. Just above them 
on G Deck, the squash court was awash 
only 20 minutes after the collision, ac- 
cording to accounts of survivors. Ralph 
says the hull plates around the hole are 
bowed outward. He believes this is be- 
cause the Jitanic was moving when it 
struck the iceberg, which pierced the hull 





Jennifer holds a china plate with cobalt 
blue trim, recovered from the Titanic. 


and was pulled out as the ship steamed 
on at a speed estimated to be 20% knots. 
The ship was moving so fast the iceberg 
was seen only by the few who happened 
to be on deck during the collision. 
Although some have speculated that a 
fire in a coal bunker caused an explosion 





that blew the hole in the hull, Ralph points 
out that the hole is not next to a bunker. 

The '87 expedition also found the stern 
to be a jumbled mass of twisted, almost 
unrecognizable wreckage. It is not intact. 

Some survivors reported hearing an 
explosion as the ship sank. Most be- 
lieved this was the noise made by the 
huge boilers breaking away from their fit- 
tings and crashing into and possibly 
through the hull. It is now known this did 
not occur. While safely aboard the Carpa- 
thia immediately after the disaster, John 
‘Jack’ Thayer, Jr., 17, drew a diagram 
that showed the Jitanic breaking in two, 
with the bow sinking first and the stern 
pivoting and righting itself just before go- 
ing down. Jack was only 40 yards from 
the ship when it sank. It is agreed the 
night was very dark and that most of the 
survivors had rowed their lifeboats a con- 
siderable distance from the Jitanic. But, 
though he was much closer than most of 
the survivors, Thayer's account differed 


from that of the majority and was given lit- 
tle, if any, credence. Besides, the experts 
said it was highly unlikely the ship would 
have broken in two. From the way the 
wreck was found 73 years later, how- 
ever, it would appear Thayer’s account 
was remarkably accurate. Could the mi- 
nority of survivors reporting an explosion 
have been right also? Why else would the 
stern be so destroyed? 


THE TITANIC LIVES ON 

Long after the Titanic has disintegra- 
ted and the last of her survivors is gone, 
she will live on in the minds of many. It is 
doubtful that all of her mysteries will ever 
be solved. Her disaster had a great im- 
pact on travel at sea. The Coast Guard 
was originally formed as an iceberg pa- 
trol to prevent a tragedy such as the /7i- 
tanic from happening again. Also, ships 
today must have a space in a lifeboat and 
a lifejacket for every person aboard. The 
lifejackets have lights on them and are 
checked at regular intervals to make sure 
they work. Lifeboat drills are held at sea 
to acquaint shipboard passengers with 
the procedures for loading should an 
emergency arise. A wireless operator 
must be on duty on ships of a certain size 
24 hours a day. It is generally believed 
that if there had been a wireless operator 
on duty on the Californian most, if not all, 
of the Jitanic’s passengers and crew 
could have been saved. >t 





AQ 

desion and construction of 
eéver-improved suits and 
systems for watersports. 
Wherever there’s water, and 
however you use it, you'll 
enjoy it better when you gear 
up with THE PARKWAY SYSTEM. 
Ask your dealer to give you a full 
catalog, or contact us. 


PARKWAY/imPERIAL 


241 Raritan Street, 
South Amboy, NJ 08879 
4-201-721-5300 
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BONNE TERRE 
(Continued from Page 35) 


pioneers. Cathy has also persuaded a 
candlemaker and a blacksmith to return 
to the mine village. Other country crafts 
will be stocked at the general store. 

Arriving divers check in at the dive 
shop by the mine entrance. After present- 
ing your C-card and logbook you will 
meet your guide and safety diver. Large 
groups divide into teams of eight based 
on skill levels. Two staff divers escort 
each team. You can’t help noticing that 
all the staff has an upbeat and helpful atti- 
tude. It’s infectious. The guides are defi- 
nitely not rookies. The director of * 
guides, Carl Rogers, for example, has 
logged more than 1,200 dives in the 
mine! To become eligible to join the staff 
you must participate in an extensive pro 
development program that includes as- 
sisting with three basic, two advanced 
and one rescue scuba class and log 
more than 100 dives as a mine safety div- 
er within six months. 

You don’t need a dive light; Doug 
Goergens’ staff has installed quartz and 
high pressure sodium lamps throughout 
the entire diving area. Don’t bring your 
tanks; the staff has plenty of full ones at 
the water’s edge waiting for you. The 
company maintains three air compres- 
sors. Any one of these units could do the 
job by itself, but in typical West End Div- 
ing Centers fashion they have provided 
much more than the minimum required, 
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M. L. DALTON RESEARCH 


6035 Aberdeen Ave., Dallas, TX 75230 
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order came to shut down the mine. 

When the mine was dry, ground water 
percolated through the bedrock and 
made unusual deposits on the walls. You 
can now swim past creamy white walls 
called Cal Falls or inspect odd black, 
green and blue streaks left by various 
trace metals. In undisturbed areas, rust 
has formed dripping ‘‘rustcicles’’ from 
the old bolts embedded in the walls. You 
might glide past the scaffolding that once 
supported miners while they worked the 
walls 40 or 60 feet above the floor. On 
Trail One, try to lift a jackhammer left be- 
hind when the mine closed. Trial Two’s 
Keyhole, a small oblong opening cut by 
the miners as a shortcut between working 
areas of the mine, frames buddy teams 
for portraits perfectly. At The Structure on 
Trail Four you explore the massive ore el- 
evator that rises 50 feet above the wa- 
ter’s surface to the rock ceiling. Returning 
guests may sign up for a scooter tour that 
ventures into the Lake Room where the 
water clarity reaches 150 feet. For a view 
that combines the dreamlike quality of the 
underwater lighting with the massive 
scale of the mine, be sure to look through 
the Opera Window or cruise through the 
area known as Carlsbad. 

To make your weekend getaway even 
more enticing, West End Diving offers 
two different types of accommodations. 
The newly refurbished Deep Earth Divers 
Lodge stands right on the mine property. 
Groups of as many as 24 often rent the 
six bedroom guesthouse. In the lodge’s 
lounge you will find a selection of board 
games, magazines and a card table, in 
addition to the color TV. There’s even a 
wetsuit storage area. 

As it was during the height of the lead 
mining days, the mansion on the hill is 
once again the area’s showpiece. Doug 
and Cathy Goergens acquired the 133 
acre estate and set out to produce a hotel 
that gives visitors gourmet food, turn of 
the century ambiance with a nautical flair 
and warm hospitality. The Goergens 
hand picked each element, from the 
wooden sleigh beds in one room to the 
steamer chest off an old English cruise 
ship in the library. Cathy’s attention to de- 
tail has earned the Mansion Hill Country 
Inn acceptance by the local population as 
well as recommendations by regional 
restaurant and hotel guides and recogni- 
tion from many national publications. As 
at the mine, the Mansion Hill staff greatly 
enhances the inn experience. The staff is 
just as adept at providing discreet service 
to a quiet couple in the dining room as it 
is at accommodating a boisterous group 
on the veranda. 

Since all the food is made to order and 
from scratch, you can expect a leisurely 
dinner lasting from 45 minutes to an hour. 
Start your meal with homemade bread 
and soups such as cheese and tomato or 
an appetizer such as Cajun styled shrimp 
quiche. Sometime during your stay you 


(Continued on Page 161) 







D.I.T. is accredited by Accredit- 
ing Commision of the National 
Association of Trade and Tech- 
nical Schools. 
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TRAINING INCLUDES: 
UNDERWATER SALVAGE 
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WE GUARANTEE YOU: 

ePROVEN COMMERCIAL DIVING 
INSTRUCTORS 

eNATURAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
(NOT POOLS AND TANKS) 

eOPEN WATER DIVES TO TWO 
HUNDRED FEET 

eUSE OF EQUIPMENT CURRENTLY 
BEING USED IN INDUSTRY 

eTRAINING ACCEPTED IN INDUSTRY 

ePROFESSIONAL DIVER TENDER 
INSTRUCTIONS 

eSTRAIGHT TALK—THE WAY IT IS 


APPROVED BY: 

eU.S. Department of Education as an eligible institution for the 
Guaranteed Student Loan, Auxiliary Student Loans, the National 
Direct Student Loan and the PELL Grant Program. 

eWashington State Board for Vocational Education approval for 
Veterans Training. 


CALL 
NOW 
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ADDRESS 
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PHONE 
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GET YOUR CAREER STARTED TODAY 
P.0. BOX 70667, SEATTLE, WA 98107 


Send for our catalog. It contains full disclosures covering: tuition and 
fees, course outline, employment statistics, instructor qualifications, 
tuition refund policy, educational financial aids. 


ePIPELINE AND PLATFORM 
EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION 

eUNDERWATER DEMOLITION 
lates 

eUNDERWATER WELDING AND 
CUTTING 

eUNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND VIDEO 

RIGGING 

ePNEUMATIC AND HYDRAULIC 
TOOLS 

eDEEP DIVES TO TWO HUNDRED FT. 

eDEEP DIVES ON MIXED GAS 
(HELIUM & OXYGEN) 
ePROFESSIONAL TENDER 
OPERATIONS 

eHULL CLEANING AND REPAIR 
eCOMPRESSION CHAMBER 
OPERATIONS 

eAND MUCH MORE!!! 


MEMBER OF: 

Association of Commercial Diving Educators (ACDE) 
Association of Diving Contractors (ADC 

Undersea Medical Society (UMS) 

Institute of Diving (IOD) 

National Association of Trade and Technical Schools (NATTS) 
Washington Federation of Private Vocational Schools (WFPVS) 
Better Business Bureau (BBB) 





1-800-6-DIVERS (U.S. & Canada) 
1-800-752-4485 (Washington State) 
(206) 783-5542 (In Seattle) 










SDM-3 















SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 43 











While these classic products from Ikelite have served 
the diving community over the years, Ikelite has contin- 
ued to improve them and include in them the latest 
technology to meet the ever changing demands of 








THE MODULAR LITES 

Modular Halogen Lite keeps pace with the times 
through it’s new halogen bulb and mirror finished 
parobolic reflector. Uses 6 D-cell batteries, alkaline or 
rechargeable. Can be converted to SuperLite. 


Modular SuperLite, top of the line light offers two 
intensity settings, the ultra-intense spot beam lasting | 
hour per charge and the broader flood beam lasting 2 
hours per charge. 





THE 
PRO 


COMPASS 

Has never had an equal. The first rotating bezel dive 
compass continues to point the way. Now available 
with hose mount for easy installation on pressure gauge 
hoses for quick access without adding length or bulk. 
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today’s divers. It is through their timeless design and 
excellent performance that they continue to be sought 
after as the proven standards by which other products 
are judged. 














THE MINI C-LITE 

The newest of the classics. A small light with the 
intensity of a full sized dive light. Optional rubber 
holster and Substrobe M bracket expand versatility of 
this light. 





THE TTL SUBSTROBE SYSTEM 

Unparalled as the best value for the underwater photog- 
raphy dollar. Virtually all sizes and powers are available 
for all camera systems. Lighting from macro to extreme 
wide angle, modeling lights, quick recycle, improved 
color temperature and an audible information system 
are only a few of the features offered. 








L I T E 
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Ikelite brings 25 years of underwater manufacturing experi- 
ence to the video market. Our video cases incorporate 
proven materials and technology as well as some new and 
innovative additions. As always, Ikelite offers a complete 
system for your underwater video needs, including stock or 
custom cases for most of today’s video cameras and a line 
of video accessories to produce the quality video you de- 
mand. Our years of underwater photographic and lighting 
experience has produced the VIDEO-EYE Magnifier, the 
HANDLE, V-WINGS, and the most innovative underwater 
VIDEOLITE on the market. 


MARINE VIDEO FEATURES 


SMALL LIGHTWEIGHT SYSTEMS - Many of our 
systems weigh less than 20 Ibs, including the camera 
- ideal for today’s traveling divers. 


¢ ALL CONTROLS PROVIDED - Power, start/stop, 
filter and zoom. 


OPTICAL GRADE DOME PORT - Provides in- 
creased color saturation and better definition of 
underwater images. 


¢ WORKING DEPTH - 150' (45m) 





VIDEO ACCESSORIES 
¢ VIDEO EYE MAGNIFIER - Allows full view of the image being recorded while 
wearing a diving mask. Excellent for above water use as well. 
¢ WIDE ANGLE LENSES - Choose from a selection of quality wide angle lenses. 
S € 
¢ THE HANDLE - Excellent carrying system above water. Also allows attachment of ikelite 
gauges, optical viewfinders and Nikonos camera. -_ 


UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 


e V-WINGS - Stabilizes the video system for improved viewing. Wings fold for trans- 50 West 33rd Street 
, Indianapolis, Indiana 46208 
portation. (317) 923-4523 


¢ VIDEOLITE - Super wide coverage, with a spoting and night diving light built-in. 
Battery pack quick releases for easy transporting. 
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How do you know that? 
...[t’s in The Encyclopedia. 


The more you know about diving 
the more fun it is — so get the right 
source of knowledge. One that you 

enjoy reading, so youll read it. One 
that’s profusely illustrated and 
makes complex material compre- 
hensible, so you'll understand it. 
One that’s not a rehashed text- 
book, so it’s up to date. One 
called The Encyclopedia of Rec- 
reational Diving. 


For current, well illustrated in- 
formation in five high interest 
areas—equipment, special ac- 

tivities, the aquatic realm, chemistry 
and physics, and physiology — pick up your 
copy at your local PADI Dive Store. Write PADI Head- iis 
quarters, Box 25011, Santa Ana, CA 92799-5011 Seal 
for a complete list of PADI Training Facilities. , 


PAbDI 


OCEAN SYMPHONY — 
now available on video cassette 
at your nearest video store or PADI Dive Store. 
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It’s difficult to find a rugged and reliable inflatable dive boat that 


THE can get you out to a site fast. It’s even more difficult finding a reasonably- 
priced one. Sea Eagle solves both these problems with its popular 

> IVE GT series—utilizing revolutionary molded-plastic floorboards 
and double-reinforced material for extra 

So LUT . ON a strength where it’s needed most. The 
@ GT-15and new GT-20 now solve the need 

for an economical—but rugged and reliable— 


ibshiyy 
dihe 


° 13'2” x 5’ inflated 
¢ 5 separate air compartments 
¢ Capacity: 6 adults (1400 Ibs.) 

¢ Hull thickness: 40-80 mil, Polykrylar™ 
lm | ear 0Y- (0118 /ear-400 a1 ©) ¢ Price: $950. 


Sea Eagle, Dept 448 
P.O. Box 944, Smithtown, NY 11787 


Or call toll free 1 Send me your FREE color catalog 


| 
anytime 
feimiagrseoe Tne 
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448 | CITY 


STATE ZIP 
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DACOR PEOPLE 


Dacor Corporation has appointed Jerry 
Warner Florida district sales manager. In 
this new responsibility he will be consoli- 
dating all Florida sales under his direction 
and will be relocating to Florida. 





Warner has been diving for 29 years 
and has been with Dacor for 25. His vari- 
ous Capacities have included traffic man- 
ager, manager of customer service, in- 
side and outside sales managing in the 
Midwest and Western Florida, and sales 
manager. Through the years, Warner has 
been influential in the development of 
many new products. He is a wreck diver 
and underwater photographer. 





Mike Martin has been appointed mid- 
states district sales manager. Martin will 
be covering Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, lowa, Mis- 
souri, Colorado and New Mexico. 

In his years at Dacor Corporation, he 
has been service and repair department 
manager, gauge production manager 
and, most recently, manager of regulator 
production. Martin has also taught ser- 
vice clinics for the past six years and has 
been involved in research field testing of 
regulator designs. >t 


DISCOVER DIVINQG’S 
Exotic Hideaways 


every month in 
QD cinder 



















(5 DACOR 
EAR BAG 


BY JIM WALKER 


hether you want to carry a little or a 

lot, and whether you want to carry 
it on a dive boat, on an airplane or back- 
pack it to the beach, one of Dacor’s three 
attractive black and shiny-gray gear bags 
should fill the bill nicely. All are made of 
rugged 420 denier nylon with a PVC coat- 


ing inside for added durability. All feature 
double sewn seams and reinforced 
stress points and all incorporate several 
special features, including sewn-on 
nametag slots with waterproof inserts. 
The two larger bags also have distinctive 
red and white dive flag graphics. 
Backpack Equipment Bag: Whether 
you want to carry this spacious bag by its 
handles or wear it as a backpack, it can 
probably carry more than you will want it 
to. With an interior measuring 24 x 16 x 


(Continued on Page 52) 
Dacor’s black and shiny-gray bags suit a 


variety of gear-carrying situations. The 
larger bags can be worn as backpacks. 


photos/Bonnie J. Cardone 









Turn your love of diving into a career. 


The world’s finest dive stores and resorts are asking for diving instructors from the 
PADI International College Gold Curriculum. The college's reputation for quality 
. education has made its graduates the most asked- 

for professionals entering the industry. In fact, 
at any given time the college has over 450 
openings for its graduates to choose from. 
To find out how you can turn your love 
of diving into a professional career, 

: contact the Dean’s office. 
; 7 a There's never been a 
a a ae. «(= “ae ¥ rd, at better time. 


(800) 223-8697 (ca) 


(800) 235-3434 (US.) 
(714) 540-7234 



























1234 E. Warner Ave. 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 








saci 





Guaranteed Student Loans. Accredited by 
NATTS. Courses approved for college credit 
by the American Council on Education. 
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number of things crossed the Techni- 
facts desk during recent weeks that 
are of interest to sport divers: 

Danny W. Midgett, 211 Kings Road, 
Mt. Juliet, Tennessee 37122, wrote, 
‘Thank you for helping me find other 
readers who are interested in the old Sea 
Hunt TV series. However, my address in 
Technifacts read TX instead of TN. Can 
you correct the address.? We have done 
so above. Sorry, Danny. 


BOATERS SUCKED UNDER DAM 

Technifacts has warned divers about 
diving or operating boats near either the 
upstream or downstream sides of dams. 
In early 1987 at Lake Talquin Dam in Flor- 
ida, two of three boaters were drowned 
when their small boat was sucked under 
the dam when flood gates were opened 


to clear trash from the penstocks. The 
third man saved his life by jumping out of 
the sinking boat and grabbing a concrete 
wall. Divers and boat operators should 
remain well clear of both sides of a dam 
and of any systems associated with 
locking vessels through the dams. 


SAFETY VIDEOTAPES 

Four safety videotapes have been pro- 
duced by the Vessel Safety Program of 
the North Pacific Fishing Vessel Owners 
Association (NPFVOA). While they are 
designed for safe operation of fishing 
vessels, much of the information is appli- 
cable to safe dive boat operation. They 
are $24 each or $96 for the set. Subjects 
include Safety Equipment and Survival 
Procedures, Fire Prevention and Control, 
Medical Emergencies at Sea and Fishing 


Vessel Stability. The first three listed will 
prove most useful for medium to large 
dive boat operations. Contact NPFVOA 
Safety Program, Building C-3, Room 207, 
Fishermen’s Terminal, Seattle, WA 
98199; (206) 283-0861. 


NOAA CHART PRICES 

Todd Henvelmans, De Pere, Wiscon- 
sin, wrote, ‘In your October 1987 Techni- 
facts, the prices for charts pertinent to the 
article were good only until October 1, 
1987. An updated price list is enclosed.”’ 
Thanks Todd. A Department of Com- 
merce notice stated that as a result of 
legislation, effective October 1, 1987, the 
list prices of NOS nautical charts will be: 
Conventional Charts, $12.25; Conven- 
tional (waterproof), $13.25; Small Craft 
Folio, $12.25; Small Craft Routes, 


FOR DIVING INSTRUCTORS AND DIVEMASTERS 
Personalized Career Development 


and Training 


. Actively recruiting bright and ambitious students. 
. Providing exacting educational standards. 
. Creating enjoyable, challenging learning opportunities in a variety of formats, geographical settings, and 


time parameters. 


. Respecting the needs of each individual student through highly personalized educational and career 


counselling. 


. Constantly encouraging alumni to help build diving as a professionally promoted and taught - safe, fun 


Please send 


Name 
Address 


City 
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A COMMITMENT TO EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE 
NAL 


National Association 
of Underwater 


Instructors College 

27402 Camino Capistrano, Suite 103 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

in CA 714-582-0186 Collect 

CA Res. Call Toll Free 1-800-227-6663 
Outside CA 1-800-423-7095 Toll Free 








$12.25; Small Craft Area, $12.25; Bathy- 
metric (including OZALIDS), $4; Recrea- 
tional Craft Charts of the Great Lakes (ex- 
cept #14786), $12.25: Recreational 
Chart of Great Lakes, Chart No. 14786, 
$22; Canoe Charts, $4; Coast Pilots (of 
all areas), $16.50; Tide Tables, $6.75 
each; Tidal Current Tables, $5.50 each; 
Tidal Current Charts, $4; Tidal Current Di- 
agrams, $2.75 each. For more complete 
information on publications in your area 
write directly to United States Department 
of Commerce, NOAA, National Ocean 
Service, Distribution Branch, Riverside, 
Maryland 20737. 


A CORONER’S REPORT 

Excerpts from a Canadian coroner’s 
report are quoted as a warning to sport 
divers against undertaking commercial 
diving jobs without adequate training as 
well as a warning to know your equip- 
ment and your employer before engaging 
in underwater work. 

‘The diver was a 19 year old man liv- 
ing in Port Orchard, Washington, United 
States of America. On the 15th of Sep- 
tember he undertook his first commercial 
dive to collect seafood from the ocean 
floor off Vendovi Island in the Rosario 
Strait in the American waters of the San 
Juan group of Islands. Unfamiliar with his 
diving equipment, personnel and under 
hazardous diving conditions, he experi- 
enced fatal difficulties on his fourth dive 
of the day.’’ The autopsy report also stat- 
ed, ‘The diving gear used consisted of 
an air compressor on the deck of the 
boat pumping compressed air through 
520 feet of air hose down to the second 
stage regulator held by the diver’s mouth- 
piece. The divers were supposed to be 
working in pairs but were often separated 
by as much as 50 feet. Since visibility 
was about 10 feet, the diver was virtually 
diving alone in violation of good diving 
safety codes. There was no communica- 
tion with the surface. The deceased diver 
was wearing an ordinary scuba face- 
mask, a drysuit and a lot of lead weight 
to Keep him on the bottom.” 

As a second diver surfaced he noted 
the deceased floating motionless at a 
depth of approximately 45 feet. In spite of 
rescue efforts involving the boat crew, 
the United States Coast Guard, the Cana- 
dian Fleet Diving Unit at Colwood, British 
Columbia and Provincial Ambulance 
crews, the diver was later pronounced 
dead at Victoria General Hospital. The 
autopsy report continued, ‘‘An autopsy 
conducted by a pathologist at Victoria 
General Hospital indicated death was 
owing to cerebral air embolism.”’ 

The coroner recommended that a copy 
of his report be sent to SKIN DIVER Mag- 
azine because, in his opinion, ‘This mag- 
azine is widely read by sport divers and 
may educate them to take training in sea- 
food harvesting diving prior to embarking 
on a commercial career. It is my firm be- 
lief that these young, inexperienced div- 


C’mon! Take your best shot. 
The Nikonos Shootout 
in Grand Cayman 


__ May 74 AA, 1988. 





‘Treasure Island Resort: Grand Cayman’s hottest, 
newest dive operation with Silver’s nightclub 
for total entertainment at the Nikonos Shootout. 
Special Shootout package includes: 


e Hotel, 7 nights, double occupancy. * 6 two-tank a.m. boat dives. 
e Tanks & weights. * Unlimited beach diving. « Welcome cocktail party. 
e Free entrance to Silver's nightclub. ¢ Free Kodak film for Shootout. 








Package Price: 


*660” person. 


For reservations, call: 
1-800-223-4707 (Nation). 
1-800-367-4707 (Florida). 

For general 
Shootout information, call: 
1-800-NIKON-US. 
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PORTABLE DIVE MODELS 


VARIUS 2.3 cfm 
PURUS 2.8 cfm 
UTILUS 10 3.6 cfm 


Proven from Alaska to the Antilles. 
Motor and engine interchangeable 
without tools. 

Telescopic intake. 

Triplex purification 


=F A\ SiS 5: 
| COMPRESSORS | 











TECHNIFACTS 


ers are lured into a situation that is dan- 
gerous because of their lack of training 
and experience in the equipment. ” 


MANNED SUBMERSIBLES 

Technifacts reader Tim Kelly, Salts- 
burg, Pennsylvania wrote ‘‘l’ll get right to 
the point. Are there any commercial 
schools that teach pilot training for com- 
mercial manned submersibles?’’ Can 
readers help with the name of a training 
organization? Most submersibles are op- 





erated by personnel who have worked for 
several years as an assistant with the 
system and finally graduate to pilot sta- 
tus. If the submersible carries passen- 
gers for hire both the vessel and pilot will 
have to be licensed by the Coast Guard. 


for your safety 
and health. 


compressor Bauer Compressors Inc. - 1328 Azalea Garden Road 


Reputable commercial diving schools 
are constantly updating their courses to 
meet the needs of the diving industry. 
Three schools have recently announced 
changes in their training programs. 
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COLLEGE OF OCEANEERING 

Jim Joiner, president of the College of 
Oceaneering, wrote: ‘It is now Official: 
the College of Oceaneering has been ac- 
quired by United Educational Softwear 
(UES), a large vocational educational en- 
terprise with training schools all over the 
U.S. | will continue to serve as president 
and our goals and objectives will be basi- 
cally the same. All of the staff will remain 
the same. One of the major values of the 
acquisition will be to give the college the 
financial stability to grow and develop ad- 
ditional, state-of-the-art, marine technolo- 
gy training programs.”’ 

In addition to conventional diving train- 
ing programs the College of Oceaneering 
features courses in the application of one 
atmosphere diving suits (ADS)—such as 
Jim, Wasp, etc.—to deep work; a non-de- 
structive testing (NDT) program that can 
lead to industry certification; and _ pilot 
training for the remotely operated vehi- 
cles (ROVs) that are being used so fre- 
quently in several marine industries. 

Regarding Technifacts questions, Jim 
wrote, ‘‘| have researched the ADS ques- 
tion as you requested. There does not 
seem to be anything except routine work 
in progress at present. There is nothing 
new to report as to depth, time or tasks. 
With respect to the offshore industry, 
there seems to be a continual need for 
skilled diving personnel to perform in- 
spections. New divers are hired who are 
specifically trained in this field and who 


ENTRY 2: BONNE TERRE 


Dive and explore the crystal clear 
| waters of the world’s most unique cent awe efs & mot 7 
_ dive resort. aquatic habitats. locates * "The | 


ae T in. gg 77 +83. 00 s/h Divers Safety Net” $19. 95) 


= “TAVIS LIMASTER CARD | 1DISCOVER 
coer CEP. 
| Signature 
- Print Name 
Address : , 7 
Phone cc .:  Po es . . i . BOX 46 st. = | can be certified by a recognized certifica- 


1. Uhiting, iN 46394 
1 C219) 659-2334 every two years. 


ES ‘19 95] — . _ | a : For complete information write to Col- 
AC A BOTH FOR $39. 951 eer ew ee : lege of Oceaneering, 272 South Fries Av- 


tion agency. Divers must be recertified 
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enue, Wilmington, CA 90744-6399 or call 
(213) 834-2501. 


DIVERS INSTITUTE 

In mid-1987, Divers Institute of Tech- 
nology entered its 20th year of operation. 
In an interview with John Ritter, presi- 
dent/director of the institute, he told me, 
“Divers Institute strives to make changes 
according to the demands of the industry. 
We feel the addition of our new welding/ 
burning facility will only be one of many 
changes that will benefit the DIT student 
body and students in DIT’s future.”’ 

Another newly organized and imple- 
mented course at DIT is entitled 
Advanced Diving Technology. The objec- 
tives of this course are to qualify remotely 
operated vehicle (ROV) technician/oper- 
ators and non-destructive testing (NDT) 
technician/operators. Both of these skills 
represent an expanding trend in the div- 
ing industry for the inspection and main- 
tenance of offshore structures. 

Major elements in the program will in- 
clude training in electronics, hydraulics, 
pneumatics, remotely operated vehicles, 
various kinds of non-destructive testing 
and video and still photography as used 
in the diving industry. The course will also 
provide intensive training in the produc- 
tion of reports on the findings of inspec- 
tions and tests. 

To be accepted for this advanced train- 
ing a prospective student must be a high 
school graduate and a graduate of a rec- 
ognized commercial diving school. En- 
trance examinations will be given on div- 
ing physics, math and mechanical apti- 
tude and the applicant must demonstrate 
verbal and writing skills. 

For complete information on all classes 
write to Divers Institute of Technology, 
P.O. Box 70667, Seattle, WA 98107 or 
call (206) 783-5542. 


HIGHLINE COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE 

Highline Community College’s diving 
technician program is one of only two, 
two year college programs leading to 
qualification as a diving technician. Mau- 
rice Talbot, diving technician department 
coordinator, has announced a new one 
year course to be given at Highline. This 
will cover training in all of the occupation- 
al skills that are part of the full, two year 
course. Only the academic programs will 
be eliminated. 

The marine technology subjects that 
will be covered in the one year course 
will include diving orientation, fundamen- 
tals of work diving, Seamanship and safe- 
ty and maintenance of diving systems. 
Students will also become familiar with 
salvage and ship construction, diving 
with bell systems, underwater welding 
and burning, and mixed gas and satura- 
tion systems. 

There is a definite place and need in 
the diving industry for two year course 


(Continued on Page 121) 





Flamingo Beach Hotel, Bonaire. 


Flamingo Beach Hotel: 
the Caribbean’s most complete photographic facility 


with 24-hour unlimited diving 
at the Nikonos Shootout. 
Special Shootout package includes: 


° Hotel: superior accommodations for 7 nights, double occupancy. 
e 2 boat dives daily. ¢ Unhimited air fills. e Unlimited beach diving. 
e Tanks, back packs, weight belts. ° Breakfast and dinner daily. 
e ‘Tax, service charges, gratuities included. 
e Round-tnip airport transfers in Bonaire. « Manager's cocktail party. 
¢ Use of sailboards and paddle boats. * Night ay available. 
¢ Free Kodak film for Shootout. 


Package Price: 


$ 89 OO per 
person. 
For reservations, call: 
1-800-367-3484 (Nation). 
607-227-3484 (New York). 
For general 


Shootout information, call: § (ii | 
1-800-NIKON-US. 
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“TECHNOLOGY IN DEPTH" 








Wireless Communications — Diver to diver/surface 

Wire Diver Phones — 2 Wire or 4 Wire (Round Robin) 
AGA Full Face Masks — With or without communications 
Widolf Full Face Masks — With or without communications 
Search & Rescue Systems — Portable and effective 
Microphones — Standard AGA/Widolf or custom designs 
Accessories — Head sets, microphone elements, cable, etc. 
Earphones — Bone conducting, all depth 

U.S. Navy/Army Approved — The only Voice, through-water 
system to ever achieve multiple 100% intelligibility scores 
For special products or applications, we invite you to 
consult our Research and Development department. 


Ocean Technology Systems 
2610 Croddy Way, Unit H 
Santa Ana, CA 92704 
(714) 754-7848 
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- GOLD: TREASURE! 





Make your hobby pay off. From panning to 
dredging to metal detection, gold is a thrill 
to find. Let us show you how to mix 

profit with your diving fun. 

Send for our free catalog. 


5” Surface Dredge 
Model 5538 


FREE CATALOG 


A gold mine of sluices, pumps, 
dredges, tools, diving equip- 
ment, books and detectors. 
Send for your FREE copy. 


3 GREAT BOOKS 

Making your mining more pro- 
ductive — “Dredging for Gold” 
for beginners. “Advanced 
Dredging Techniques” — for 
the experienced. 


apvanct? 


eHGiR® 
3 oa wiauts 


KEENE ENGINEERING 






grep orogenic ampumatn 


EENE ENGINEERING, INC. SD 
9330 Corbin Ave., Northridge, CA 91324 - 
[] Please send FREE CATALOG 
L} “Dredging For Gold.” $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax) 

L] “Advanced Dredging Techniques.” $7.95 (CA residents add 52¢ tax) 


' (818) 993-0411 
: 
l L} “Gold Mining in the 1980’s.” $15.95 (CA residents add $1.04 tax) 
| 


Print Name 


| ae eT RT =| 
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circle #128 on Reader Service Card 
52 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 

















DACOR GEAR BAGS 
(Continued from Page 47) 


9 inches, this bag has nylon webbing car- 
rying handles on the top and one side 
plus two padded, adjustable, quick re- 
lease shoulder straps on the front. There 
are adjustable tension straps at the top 
and bottom of the bag to snug up on 
whatever size load you want to carry. 
You can also attach such gear as a 
sleeping bag under these. 

The main chamber of the bag closes 





The Backpack Equipment Bag has adjust- 
able padded shoulder straps that can be 
tucked inside a pocket when not needed. 


with a heavy duty, double tab plastic zip- 
per and features padding on both the 
front (near the wearer’s back) and back. 
This chamber also has drain grommets at 
the bottom and a sewn-in key clip. 
There are two side pockets that run the 
length of the bag and each closes with a 
double tab zipper. These are perfect for 
carrying fins. Each is drained by a grom- 
met and has a sewn-on plastic D-ring for 
attaching such things as polespears. 





The Deluxe Three Pocket Ewlibhwul Bag 
has a zippered dry pocket at one end. 


There is a thin, zipper closing pocket 
that covers the entire front surface of the 
bag. The shoulder straps can be tucked 
into this pocket when they might cause a 
tangling problem—such as during airline 
transport. Two sewn-on webbing loops 
on the outside bottom of this pocket 
could accommodate a speagun. 

The back of the bag has two 12 x 15 





x 4 inch pockets sewn on. Both close C’mon! Take 44 | r : : st Shot. | 
ma avecouere aeanenae|  £4€ NKonos Shootout in Cozumel 
pocket on the outside and the bottom one July 9-16, 1988 


is padded on all sides. This padding will 
protect delicate gear and can serve as in- 
Sulation if you’re carrying beverages. 

The Backpack Equipment Bag retails 
for $99.95. 

Deluxe Three Pocket Equipment 
Bag: This is another spacious bag, with 
interior dimensions of 28 x 12 x 12 
inches. It has large nylon webbing carry- 
ing handles that wrap around the entire 
bag for support. There are four plastic D- 
rings attached strategically on its upper — —— nee ph cement : | 
surface. Two adjustable padded shoulder | +t am; pee cy OE . foes ots a a 
straps clip onto these D-rings so the bag | <j same tt . : | 
can be carried as a backpack or, USING | =: demi po tale 
one strap, carried over the shoulder. The | ..-—. . me , 
D-rings also come in handy for attaching : 
gear such as spearguns. 

The interior of the bag is accessed 
through a heavy duty, double tab plastic 













The Tote Bag is completely padded and 
features an adjustable shoulder strap. 


Casa Del Mar: offering Cozumel’s 





zipper and vented by four grommets on ; 
its upper surface. It has a sewn-in key fastest boats to the best reefs plus Mayan history 
SHES eS Sie ron emer einper USING and culture at the Nikonos Shootout. 
pockets on the outside of the bag. One ; a 
runs the full length and height of the bag Special Shootout package includes: 
and Is three inches deep. It is drained by j seg iat 
two grommets. The other pocket covers 2 Hotel, fi nights, double occupancy. ® Unlimited beach diving. 
one end of the bag and is also three e Round-trip airfare from Houston to Cozumel. * Tanks & weights. 
inches deep. A special feature of this bag ¢ 6 days boat diving w/lunch. ¢ 15% hotel tax. 
is the dry pocket. This is basically a zip- e Free Kodak film for Shootout 
per opening near the bottom of the bag 
at the opposite end from the storage ea. 
pocket. Through this opening, you ac- Package Price: 
cess a waterproof nylon liner that covers $ OO per 
the floor of the bag interior. You can keep 15 person. 
a change of clothes dry here. akt 

The Deluxe Three Pocket Equipment For six breakfasts 
Bag retails for $69. and six dinners, 

Tote Bag: This little bag is perfect for } add $150. 
Camera gear or as carry-on luggage for : : 
airline flights. Its zipper accessed interior For reservations, call: 
is padded on all sides and measures 13 1-800-446-2166 (Nation) 
x 11 x 4 inches. There is a key clip sewn 713-446-2166 (Texas) 
He ae eee closing outer pocket pou beatae 

U informati ; 

measuring 13 x 8 x 2 inches and an ad- Shootout oe ik call: 
justable nylon webbing shoulder strap. 1-800-NIKON-US. 
The Tote Bag retails for $29. ys 


To decide which bag or bags is right ~ 


for you, check them out at your Dacor > * 

dealer. For the address of the dealer CONTINENTAL [| Ors 
nearest you contact Dacor Corporation, ; ® 
161 Northfield Road, Northfield, IL; (312) We take the worlds 
446-9555. >is © 1988 Nikon Inc greatest pictures® 
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818 HEATWAVE™ — THE BEST DEFROSTER! 
918C DEPTH COMPENSATING PROTECTIVE COVER 


POLAR HEAT VEST te HOLDS (1) 818 AND 808 HEATWAVE™ — THE PERFECT CHILL CHASER! $18.49 
(1) 808 or (2) 808’s (HEATWAVES™ SOLD SEPARATELY) $99.95 908C DEPTH COMPENSATING PROTECTIVE COVER-~ § 8.95 


Vs, HEATWAVE™ DIVER HEATER 


y% PUT AN END TO ALL THOSE SHIVERS & CHILLS! THE HEATWAVE™ USES A SOLUTION OF FOOD 
x ro) GRADE SODIUM ACETATE AND WATER TO RELEASE A MELLOW WARMTH FOR UP TO 1 
& HOUR. AVAILABLE IN 3 VERSIONS FROM MILD TO SEVERE DIVING. IT IS THE 
FIRST REUSABLE, SIMPLE TO OPERATE, WARRANTEED DIVER HEATER. 


SPECIAL FEATURES: 
1) REUSABLE AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE. 5) TWO YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY. 
2) JUST BOIL IN WATER TO RECHARGE. 6) U.S. PAT. #'s 4,077,390 and 4,572,158 
3) SIMPLE TO USE. 7) USE HEATWAVE™ WITH DEPTH 
4) HEAVY VINYL POUCH FOR COMPENSATING COVER. 
DURABILITY. 
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OUR WORLD-UW 


The 18th annual Our World-Underwa- 
ter will be held at the Hyatt Regency 
O'Hare in Chicago, April 22-24. On Fri- 
day night there will be a meet the speak- 
ers cocktail party in the exhibit area and 
a mini-film show featuring Al Giddings 
and his newest production, Ocean Sym- 
phonies. On Saturday evening there will 
be a film festival featuring Giddings, Stan 
Waterman, Emory Kristoff and Frank Fen- 
nell. Waterman will show his film on Gua- 
dalcanal (Solomon Islands); Kristoff, of 
National Geographic, will present Sea 
Monsters and Dream World of David 
Doubilet; and Frank Fennell’s film is enti- 
tled The Phillippines. 

The rest of the weekend features semi- 
nars on: underwater sciences, diving 
medicine, wreck diving archaeology, 
travel, underwater photography, instruc- 
tion, exploration and marine ecology. In- 
depth workshops are planned and in- 
clude: visual tank inspection, underwater 
video, a Nikon underwater photography 
workshop, diver rescue and emergency 
oxygen administration and field manage- 
ment of scuba accidents. 

Nondivers are welcome to explore the 
exciting displays of new and innovative 
underwater equipment beginning Satur- 
day, April 23. They will also be treated to 
introductory films on diving and told 
where to find out more on getting in- 
volved in this exciting underwater activity. 
The pool will be available Friday and Sat- 
urday for the nondiving public to get a 
taste of diving free. Pool work will be 
done by national certifying agencies. 

The key function of Our World-Under- 
water is to raise funds for the scholarship 
program. Recipients have an opportunity 
to experience and be hosted by people at 
diving research centers, commercial div- 
ing centers, etc., which helps to send 
them on their way to chosen careers in 
the diving world. 

For further information on accommoda- 
tions, please write or call the Hyatt Re- 
gency O'Hare, (812) 696-1234 (ask for 
convention rates). For further information 
on the program, write OWU, P.O. Box 
4428, Chicago, IL 60680 or call (312) 
427-5676. se 


BRONZE EDGE 

Orca Industries, manufacturer of the 
Edge and SkinnyDipper dive computers, 
has issued a commemorative bronze 
Edge in celebration of the building of the 
10,000th Edge computer. Only 50 hand- 
crafted bronze commemoratives will be 
made. This solid, polished bronze instru- 
ment will include a lifetime warranty, spe- 
cial display case, engraving and all the 
latest features. For more information con- 
tact Orca Industries, Inc., 10 Airport Way, 
Toughkenamon, PA 19374; (215) 268- 
3164. >t. 





If you like Jack Daniel’s drop us a line. We like to hear from our friends. 


AN 1886 POSTER, created by our founder still 
holds meaning at Jack Daniel's Distillery today. 


You see, we still make whiskey in the oldtime 
way our founder perfected. That means we 
seep it through charcoal drop by drop, 
the slow, slow method that makes [3 
our Iennessee Whiskey so special. 
~ There's nothing like Jack Daniel's’; 
is what Mr. Jack’s first poster said. 
And, we believe, you ll share that 
opinion once you ve had your 

first sip. 


J 


SMOOTH SIPPIN’ 
TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


Ge 
¥ 

or 
: C. 


Tennessee Whiskeye80-90 ProofeDistilled and Bottled by Jack Daniel Distillery ee 
Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop. 361), Tennessee 37352 
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et’s assume you are shooting an un- 

derwater video that tells a specific 
story and shows a variety of action se- 
quences and events. Your dive club, for 
example, may wish to document an exot- 
ic trip or you may wish to create a demo 
tape to promote travel or a particular des- 
tination. This isn’t a casual “‘point and 
shoot’ production—you want a struc- 
tured, edited story. 


THE STORY LINE 

The story line, however simple or com- 
plex, leads the viewer from one scene to 
another in a logical manner. In our last 
video lesson, the story line was simple: 
Two divers discovered a sunken tugboat, 
then were awed when the Atlantis (a 
commercial sightseeing submarine) glid- 
ed by. We had control over the situation 
because we knew exactly where the tug 
was, had a private boat (courtesy of Sun- 
set Divers, Grand Cayman) and knew 
when the submarine would come by so 
its passengers could view the wreck. 

A simple story, especially when you 
can control conditions, as above, and 
when only a few people are involved, can 
be easy to shoot. But if your story is com- 
plex and several people are involved, 
you must plan carefully. 


DEFINE RESPONSIBILITIES 
You must define the roles and respon- 
sibilities of all the people involved: Who 
will formulate the story line? Who directs 
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U/W Video Course 





The Production Video Shoot 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JIM AND CATHY CHURCH 


the positioning of the actors topside and 
underwater? Who will be the camera per- 
sons? Who will be the actors? Who will 
keep track of continuity? 

A group of people working together to 
produce a video movie will stumble over 
each other and arguments can arise if re- 
sponsibilities aren’t established in the be- 
ginning. Decisions can be made by the 
entire group, but you need an organized 
approach to implement them. Specific re- 
sponsibilities may shift from person to 
person as you face different shooting sit- 
uations; if so, make this clear. 


THE DIVE SCHEDULE 

If you are diving from a day boat or a 
live-aboard, get the dive schedule ahead 
of time. If the captain simply drops you on 
a new site for each dive—with only a mini- 
mal, last-minute briefing—shooting a 
smooth-flowing U/W video movie will be 
difficult if you have a complicated story 
line. In this situation, bite the bullet and 
simplify the story. 

Ideally, you need to know ahead of 
time—as accurately as can be predict- 
ed—where you will dive each day of your 
stay. What are the strongest features of 
each site? What will be the depths and 
water conditions? Can you repeat specif- 
ic sites if you need more shots or a re- 
shoot? For best results, your group 
should charter the entire boat and agree 
with the captain about the dive schedule 
ahead of time. 


DIVERS AND ACTORS 

lf everyone on the dive boat is partici- 
pating in or at least interested in your vid- 
eo movie, you are in luck. Many times, 
divers who aren’t part of your video pro- 
duction will accidentally swim into your 
scene, freeze, stare at the camera and 
then swim frantically away. If you can 
shoot your scenes when these divers are 
elsewhere, great, but often, you must tol- 
erate some interference. Tell non-model- 
ing divers that if they accidentally get in 
front of your camera, they should swim 
out of the picture in a natural manner. 

lf non-participating divers insist on 
watching you work, ask them to stay at 
least ten feet behind you. While they may 
agree ahead of time, this technique often 
breaks down underwater. For example, 
Jim wanted to film a sequence showing 
another U/W videographer shooting an 
octopus being held by the videographer’s 
dive buddy. It was at night, the bottom 
was fine sand and several other divers 
wanted to observe us at work. No sooner 
had Jim taken his LS (long-distance shot) 
and glided in for the MS (medium-dis- 
tance shot), than we were surrounded by 
excited, sand-kicking divers whose 
faces, fins, hands and dive lights kept 
getting into the picture. After about ten 
minutes of shooting (to satisfy their curi- 
osity), Jim turned off his video light to in- 
dicate the shoot was over. The observers 
waved goodbye and swam away. But the 
octopus shoot wasn't over: Mike Mesgle- 


Top: Fish close-ups make good cut-aways to punctuate long scenes. These might come 


midway through the story. Below: Some food can make a fish into an actor in your video. 











Look for unusual camera angles, such as this view through a hole in a piece of wreckage 
on the Balboa in Grand Cayman waters. This could be used as a closing shot. 


ski, who was holding the octopus, read 
Jim’s mind. Jim, Mike and Julie Jordon 
(the modeling U/W videographer) swam 
to an undisturbed area and reshot the oc- 
topus. We treated the first shoot as our 
dress rehearsal. 


THE SHOT LIST 

If you wish to shoot more than two or 
three scenes, or views of a scene, put it 
in writing. Use a dive slate or attach the 
shoot list to the back or side of the U/W 
video camera with white plastic tape and 
a black laundry marker. A sample shot 
list is as follows: 
. LS: Diver approaches eel’s lair 
. MS: Diver looks at eel 
. CU: Close-up of eel’s face 
. CU: Cut-away to diver’s face 
. MS: Diver looking at eel 
. LS: Diver swims out of frame 

If you wish to redo any particular shot, 
simply point to it on the list, or hold up the 
number of fingers that indicate the shot 
you wish. 


Onhwhrd — 


HOW TO REHEARSE 

With the shot list in hand, you can re- 
hearse many scenes topside. For exam- 
ple, we wanted to show two divers using 
an U/W communication device, one 
wearing the transmitter, the other, the re- 
ceiver. Because this would be a tight shot 
showing the two divers facing each other, 
we worked out the basic distances and 
angles on deck. We found the two actors 
must be closer together than they would 
normally be topside and that they should 
be angled slightly to partially face the 
camera rather than look directly at each 
other. And, most important of all, we had 
them rehearse the statements the diver 
with the communicator would make and 
the nods and gestures the diver with the 


receiver would respond with. 
Underwater rehearsals are sometimes 
necessary. If the scene requires the actor 
to react to, or be aligned with, an U/W 
object, we have the actors look at the 
overall scene through the camera view- 
finder so they have some idea of the pic- 
ture area. Once they have a feeling for 
size perspective, they do a better job. 
For complex actions that can be re- 
peated, shoot a dry run (without the cam- 
era recording). Watch the action through 
the viewfinder so you can see what cam- 
era angles are best and what instructions 
to give your actors. This may involve let- 
ting one or more actors take a look 
through the viewfinder. Then, when the 
actors know what to do, shoot the scene. 


SHOOTING THE ACTION 
Imagine this action sequence: Six div- 
ers swim into frame from around a large 
coral ledge. They turn gracefully and 


continuity: Whatever gear a diver wears 
at the beginning of a related sequence | 
of scenes should also be worn at the 
ending scene, even if the beginning and : 
ending scenes are shot on different — 
days. And, if for example, one diver fol- 
lows another for a brief swim through a | 
short tunnel, he should still be following | 
when both divers exit the tunnel. Inexpe- 
rienced actor/models often overlook | 
continuity of equipment and placement. | 
They frequently change gloves or add or | 
remove dive knives and dive computers. | 
Therefore, if several persons are in- | 
volved in your video, someone must as- 
sume the role of continuity director. 





A storyboard is a series of sketches 
showing each shot. Cartoon strips in 
newspapers resemble storyboards be- 
cause they convey their message with a 
series of pictures and minimal copy. 
Storyboarding is an effective way to brief 
a group. lf you make your sketches on 5 
x 7 inch cards, you can shuffle the cards 
around as you make changes and can 
write your notes on the backs. Record 
whatever information you need, such as 
the designations LS, MS, CU, establish- 
ing shot, transition shot or resolving 
shot. Narration can also be included. If 
you use a notebook with several 
sketches on each page, your notes tend 

| messy when you make changes. 
lexity of the storyboard de- 


pends on the complexity of your video 
movie and the number of persons in- 
volved. Some videographers begin with 
a shot list and then make only those 
sketches necessary to describe the 
scenes to others. 





swim into the entrance of a large tunnel. 
After the last diver enters the tunnel, the 
scene changes to an overlap. The cam- 
era (which records the viewer's view- 
point) is now inside the tunnel as the div- 
ers swim over, around and past it. The 
sequence ends with a LS of the divers 
swimming out the rear of the tunnel and 
out of frame. 

Because the tape could be edited later 
and we wanted a smooth sequence, we 
shot each part three times. The shoot 
went as follows: 

1. Knowing that repeated passes 
through the tunnel would stir up the sand, 
Jim shot Scene 2 (the overlap in the tun- 
nel) first. Mike would gather the actors 
outside of the entrance, just out of sight 
of the camera. When ready, he would 
look inside and give Jim a wave to signal 
that the action would start in about ten 
seconds. Jim would hold the camera 
Steady, turn it on and shoot the divers en- 
tering the picture area from right to left 
and passing around him. 

2. Scene 1 (the entry) was next. Mike 
gathered the actors just out of the cam- 
era's view, signaled Jim and then led the 
group into the scene—from left to right to 
match the directional continuity of Scene 
2—and then into the tunnel. 

3. Scene 3 (the exit) was easy. The div- 
ers exited through a vertical opening, 
through clouds of silvery bubbles, and 
swam out of frame. Jim shot this scene 
with the group exiting both left to right 
and right to left. Thus, the editor would 
have a choice of directional continuity be- 
tween this and the following scene. 


REPEAT IMPORTANT SHOTS 

Whenever possible, Jim likes to shoot 
each important scene several times. With 
the three scene sequence of the divers 
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VIDEO COURSE 


swimming through the tunnel (above), 
Jim shot Scenes 1 and 2 three times and 
Scene 3 four times (two for each exiting 
direction. In one entry scene the divers 
were too spread out and the scene was 
too long. In another, one diver stared at 
the camera. During the overlap scene, 
one diver kicked Jim and caused camera 
movement. And, on the exit, Jim wanted 
shots of both left and right exits. 





No matter how well you plan your video 
shoot, you must hold the camera steady. 


The key point is that the more shots 
you take of any action, the more good 
scenes you will have to edit later. Another 
tip is to turn the camera a few seconds 
before the action starts and let it run a few 
seconds after the action ends. Thus, the 
editor can edit into or out of a scene at 
any time. 


BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS 

Each sequence should have a begin- 
ning and an ending. For example, we 
wanted to show a sequence of Mike feed- 
ing and playing with some large sting- 
rays. To begin the sequence, Jim aimed 
the camera low at a coral head adorned 
with soft corals. Then, when Mike had 
lured a ray to the other side, Jim raised 
the camera for an introductory LS. Now 
the scene was established, Jim could 
move in for his MS and CU (close-up) 
shots of Mike and the rays. To end the 


(Continued on Page 168) 
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The Sunshine State offers the visiting diver tropi- 
cal coral reefs, deep ocean wrecks, freshwater 
spings and back country rivers. Top left: A roman- 
tic Panhandle sunset. Clockwise from above left: 
Atlantic spadefish over Molasses Reef; Key Largo 
dive boat; a dolphin at the Keys Marine Theater; 
the crystal clear waters of Ginnie Spring. 
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Bordered by the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexi- 
co, nudged by the fertile 
Gulf Stream, with more than 
8,000 miles of shoreline plus 
inland waterways, Florida 
could be nicknamed Divers’ 
Dreamland USA. The experi- 
ences available both above 
and underwater are almost 
limitless. Top: A diver fol- 
lows a gray angelfish off Ft. 
Lauderdale. Right: The Bis- 
cayne Wreck off Key Bis- 
cayne. Below: A friendly 
manatee at Crystal River. 





he Sunshine State has often 

been referred to as Vacation- 
land USA—and for good reasons. 
The many theme parks and natural 
attractions make Florida one of the 
premier destinations for vacationing 
families. Divers know the state 
equally as well. It could easily have 
been nicknamed Divers’ Dreamland 
USA, offering opportunities to expe- 
rience tropical coral reefs, deep 
ocean wrecks, freshwater springs 
and back country rivers. 

lf you take a moment to consider 
the shape of the Florida peninsula, 
it is easy to see why diving is so 
popular. Looking much like a large 
Lilerer=imm elelralirare mm co)y7- tee mm @ie) ey: nL GET 
bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on 
LOMschimees Cie eMC IV imelmuic) eemele 
its west coast. The Florida shoreline 
is the longest of any state in the 
union, measuring about 1,197 miles. 
lf you were to include all the off-ly 
ing islands—the Florida Keys—and 
measure around all the bays, the 
Fiorida waterline would total about 
8.426 miles. The mean land eleva 
tion is about 100 feet, with most o’ 
the state at sea jievel Numerous 
bays and inlets indent the gulf Coast 
of Plonda, Providing excollernt har 
bors and refuge for exo birds and 
marine aninais. The most outsiand 
ind feature of its Atlantic east coast 
IS the neary uAbPOKen sinng of & 
lads that form the fvtracaastal wa- 
terway. These barrier islands extend 
southward from the middle of the 
state, scattering across the blue- 
green waters of Florida bay, forming 
the Florida Keys. 

There was a time, however, when 
Florida was much different—a time 
when great toothed mammoths 
trampled the dense jungle and giant 
sharks roamed the offshore reefs. 
As the geological forces that creat- 
ed present day Florida began to 
evolve, the ocean receded and the 
offshore reefs died. The corals left 
behind their calcareous exoskele- 
tons and, soon, vegetation formed. 
uiotot-\"nmanis [einem 9]¢=1-1-1 9) 0 [-\’a a (0) 6 (0 /- | 
is actually an ancient seabed. Evi- 
fo [>1aler= ame) am {ey-s-11174210 M- lal iaay- | oem er- lai 8\ = 
found throughout the state, includ- 
ing the prehistoric jaw bones and 
huge shark teeth still discovered in 
many of the central Florida rivers. 

The first known European to have 
visited the southeast peninsula was 
Spanish navigator Juan Ponce de 
Leon. Ponce de Leon, then gover- 
nor of Puerto Rico, made landfall 
near present day Jacksonville in 
March 1513. in recognition of the 
luxuriant vegetation, the Spanish 
explorer named his discovery La 
Florida. For two months, Ponce de 
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Florida 


Leon sailed along both coasts of Florida 
in search of the legendary fountain of 
youth. Determined to colonize the new 
land, he returned to Spain to receive roy- 
al sanction and support. For the next 300 
years the land known as Florida changed 
hands many times, belonging to Spain, 
France and England before finally being 
sold to the United States. It became a 
state in 1845. 

In the early 1900s Florida began to 
prosper as a vacation and resort destina- 
tion. Even today, as Florida develops as 
the perfect vacation getaway, the natural 
resources and the diverse beauty attract 
more than one-half million divers annual- 
ly. And, with so much coastline, Florida 
provides enough adventure for both the 
novice and the well seasoned diver. 


EMERALD COAST 

Florida’s Emerald Coast, named for the 
color of the Gulf of Mexico, is one area of 
Florida diving that is often overlooked. 
Owing to the shape of the state, this ex- 
tension along the northern coast of the 
gulf is called the Panhandle. From Pensa- 
cola to Fort Walton and Destin, on to Pan- 
ama City and Port St. Joe, there are 
reefs, wrecks and lots of fish. The coast- 
line between Destin and Panama City is 
one of the most seductive beaches in 
Florida. There are miles of secluded 
snowy white sand beaches backed by 
rolling dunes overgrown with sea oats 
that sway gently in the breeze. 

The Panhandle offers one of the more 
exciting dive areas found in the state. Not 
long ago, while on an assignment in Des- 
tin, | had one of the most thrilling adven- 
tures of my life. We encountered a giant 
Atlantic manta ray in shallow water. For 
nearly an hour we played with and photo- 
graphed it. Swimming alongside and rid- 
ing its massjve back, we cleaned the 
small parasites from around its mouth. 
The beast seemed quite appreciative of 
our gestures. 

In depths shallow enough for a novice, 
on out to sites that require advanced div- 
ing skills, ancient limestone reefs are 
‘staggered like a giant stairway into the 
depths of the gulf. Large basket and bar- 
rel sponges sit alone in sandy patches 
while schools of baitfish swarm in free- 
style unison with unending movements. 
The reefs are low in profile, but are an 
ideal habitat for fish and invertebrates. It 
is not uncommon to find 15 pound hog 
Snappers and large groupers that hide 
under rocky ledges. Fifty pound amber- 
jacks regularly cruise the offshore reefs 
and wrecks. 

Florida’s Panhandle seems best suited 
for the underwater hunter. With so many 
miles of open water, relatively little com- 
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mercial fishing and a level bottom that de- 
scends gradually out to more than 20 
miles from shore, it provides an excep- 
tional location for game fish. The Florida 
spiny lobster flourishes in these emerald 
waters. Five pound lobsters are consid- 


ered small by those who hunt them regu- 
larly. Eight to ten pounders are more of 
the norm, while the occasional 15 pound- 
er is not uncommon. 

Near Pensacola there are some very 
exciting shipwrecks. The USS Massa- 
chusetts, in 30 feet of water, is more 
than 350 feet long and can be seen from 
the surface at low tide. Farther out a Rus- 
sian Freighter, sunk by a German U- 
boat during World War Il, is popular for 
collecting spiny oysters. In 80 feet of wa- 
ter, the freighter is a favorite Pensacola 
dive site. Another popular wreck, known 
as the Brass Wreck, sank in the 1800s. 
The former schooner’s beams and ribs 
are scattered at 100 foot depths. 

Out of the East Pass between Destin 
and Fort Walton Beach are natural reefs 
that come close to shore. Some are 
patches of coral outcroppings, others 
parallel the coast for miles. There are 
several artificial reef sites, a Liberty Ship, 
the remains of an old intracoastal bridge, 
an oil drilling platform, several barges 
and a 130 foot long transport airplane. All 
have healthy populations of tropical fish 
including barracudas, amberjacks, 
schooling snappers and large groupers. 

Many of the more popular dive sites 
are in the 80-100 foot depth range, mak- 
ing careful use of the no decompression 
tables mandatory. Others are much shal- 
lower and more suitable for divers begin- 
ning to develop their ocean diving skills. 

Perhaps the most thrilling reef site is 
known as Timberholes. Staggered like 
theater seats at a depth of 105 feet, Tim- 
berholes has several dramatic coral tiers 
that rise more than 15 feet from the sand. 
Numerous other reefs such as Amber- 
jack Rock, Long Reef, The Eighteens, 
Frangista, Four Anchors and Red and 
White Hill are equally as exciting. All 
have dense populations of cigarfish, bar- 
racudas and playful angelfish. For the un- 
derwater collector, these reefs all have 
an overabundance of beautiful shells 
such as shiny cowries, queen helmets 
and horse conchs. 

Destin and Fort Walton Beach are 
sleepy towns turned tourist and resort 
destinations. Called the ‘‘playground’’ 
during the busy tourist season, the 
beaches are alive with sunbathers and 
watersports enthusiasts. Condominiums 
and major hotel chains have popped out 
of once barren beaches while the bays 
and harbors are lined with party boats 
and sailboats. 

East of Destin and just north of Panama 
City are at least a dozen freshwater 
springs that offer divers a variety of activi- 
ties. The Chipola River is an interesting 
site for treasure hunters. Near Interstate 
10, the river is exceptionally clear and of- 
fers rewards of Civil War artifacts. 





Morrison Spring is near the Choctawat- 
chee River and is surrounded by tall cy- 
press trees dripping with Spanish moss. 
The spring contains two cavern open- 
ings—one at 30 feet, the other at 50. 
Either cavern is safe to explore and nei- 
ther can be penetrated beyond the natu- 
ral light that flows into the caverns. 
Camping and diving facilities are avail- 
able, making this spring popular. 

Vortex Spring is a completely self- 
contained freshwater dive resort. The fa- 
cilities include camping, dormitory and 
dive center. Approximately 200 feet wide, 
the spring reaches a depth of about 50 
feet. The cavern can be penetrated to the 
natural light zone, beyond that it be- 
comes a long cave system. The spring is 
equipped with a large dive platform 
placed in shallow water, which provides 
an excellent staging area. 

The Panama City through Port St. Joe 
area is best described as a wreck diver's 
delight. Though there are some very pret- 
ty natural reef systems, there are more 
than 20 known wrecks that include ships 
and planes. Some of these sites include 
historical wrecks, others include pur- 
posely sunk vessels. A local dive guide 
book includes such wrecks as the Grey 
Ghost. A 105 foot tugboat sunk as an ar- 
tificial reef, it sits upright in 100 feet of 
water. Other wrecks include the Chicka- 
saw, in 70 feet of water with an open 
framework above deck. It is home to jew- 
fish and other game fish. 

Without question, the most famous of 


_ all Panhandle dive sites is the Empire Mi- 


ca. A British tanker, she was on the re- 
turn leg of her maiden voyage when at- 
tacked by a German U-boat. On June 29, 
1942 two torpedoes ripped through her 
side and the ensuing explosion brought 
an eerie glow to the still of the night. The 
Empire Mica sank in 100 feet of water, 21 
miles from Appalachicola. Today, the 
ship is encrusted with heavy marine 
growth, although portholes and hatches 
are still easily recognizable. A massive 
school of barracudas shrouds the bow, 
while a constant parade of marine tropi- 
cals dances along her decks. Larger 
oceanics also cruise over her. 

Other wrecks, such as the Simpson, 
Tarpon and Leroy, yield diving treas- 
ures. Vintage beer bottles, ship’s lan- 
terns, Cups and brass valves can be 
found by watchful divers. 


SPRINGS 

A dive vacation wouldn't be quite com- 
plete without a visit to the freshwater 
springs in Central Florida. If you follow In- 
terstate 10 east, intersect at I-75, then 
head south, you will discover a truly 
unique aspect of Florida diving. 

The Florida springs are part of a geo- 
logical phenomenon known as the Ocala 
Uplift. The north central area of the state 
is a natural maze of springs, sinkholes 
and rivers. The natural pressure of 
ground water flowing down from the 
mountains of the southeastern states 
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Florida 


drives the water table through the lime- 
stone beds. The force of the water’s flow 
has formed natural pipelines, through 
which these underground rivers travel. 

The process of the water permeating 
the underground aquifer and then work- 
ing its way into the subterranean rivers fil- 
ters it to a clarity rarely found in North 
America. As the labyrinth of fast flowing 
conduits strikes the harder limestone of 
north Florida, the force of the super clean 
water propels it upward, undermining the 
surface at its weakest point. 

The caves, caverns and grottoes 
formed in the open springs are some of 
nature’s most spectacular and easily ac- 
cessible diving areas in Florida. Some- 
times described as ‘‘see forever diving,’ 
visibility exceeds 200 feet and it is easy 
to forget you are actually underwater. 

Perhaps the best known of the Florida 
springs are those found at Crystal River. 
Near U.S. 19 on Florida’s west coast, 
Crystal River is equipped to handle virtu- 
ally any number of divers. There are 
many fine restaurants, hotels and an ex- 
cellent variety of dive shops. King’s 
Spring is the most popular dive site. 
Easy to reach by renting a john boat or 
arranging a tour with a local dive shop— 
the spring is alive with bass and mullet. 

The shallow river that flows around 
King’s Spring is less than five feet deep, 
while the spring itself drops vertically to 
about 30 feet. Two cavern entrances 
allow divers to safely swim 50 feet into 
the cavern to a maximum depth of 60 
feet. The sunlit entrances can be seen 
from anywhere in the cavern. In addition 
to King’s Spring, fine diving can be found 
in such places as Mullet Spring, Catfish 
Corner and Grand Canyon Spring. 

The West Indian manatee is the reason 
Crystal River is so popular. The manatee, 
an inhabitant of the river during the winter 
months, is a slow moving mammal that 
swims just below the surface. Seeking 
the warm, 72°F year-round water tem- 
perature found in all the springs, the ani- 
mal is in danger of becoming extinct. 
Every year there are more reported 
deaths of manatees, caused by propel- 
lers of fast moving boats striking them. 

As an endangered species, manatees 
are protected by federal law. Certain sec- 
tions of the Crystal River are designated 
sanctuaries. Visitors are prohibited from 
harassing, chasing and/or molesting 
them. Though manatees have no fear of 
divers, divers are not allowed to enter 
these areas from November 15 to March 
31. It's best to check with local authorities 
for dive areas and the best way to ob- 
serve these puppy dog like mammals. 

Near Dunnellon, north of Crystal River, 
the Rainbow River’s headwaters perco- 





late through the bottom. The sand literally 
boils from the upward force of water 
through the porous rock. The river, a long 
and shallow run, has recently been 
closed to divers. However, swimming 
and snorkeling are permitted. The Rain- 
bow River has been the location for many 
commercial underwater photo sessions, 
owing to its remarkable 300 foot visibility. 
It is still fun to snorkel with the slow cur- 
rent over the thick eelgrass and through 
the shallow lily pads. Fish seem to be 
suspended in water so clear it is difficult 
to imagine. You can float above sunken 
logs and rocks in which turtles, lunker 
bass, gar and other freshwater fish live. 

Near Branford, the Suwannee, Santa 
Fe and Ichetucknee rivers offer numerous 
divable springs. The springs and rivers 
offer divers the opportunity to explore his- 
torical Civil War sites and hunt for Indian 
artifacts. The rivers of North Florida are 
also popular because they contain fossils 
of prehistoric animals such as masto- 
dons, mammoths and giant sloths. There 
are huge shark teeth as well. 

Springs near Branford provide a safe 
environment with plenty of open water. 
Some include Royal, Yana, Peacock, 
Troy and Orange Grove. Most have 
caves that are not supervised. Penetra- 
tion of these without proper training 
should be avoided. 

The open basins are filled with sus- 
pended fish that make good photo props. 
The Ichetucknee River is popular with 
divers and nondivers alike. The main ac- 
tivity is tubing and on a summer weekend 
it is not uncommon to find thousands of 
people floating lazily down the river on 
rented inner tubes. 

Among the more popular springs be- 
tween the Ichetucknee River and Inter- 
state 75 near High Springs Ginnie 
Springs is the most popular. A perma- 
nent guideline allows even the novice to 
safely penetrate the cavern to a depth of 
60 feet before terminating the descent at 
a sealed cave entrance. Upon reaching 
the end, you will find yourself in the Ca- 
thedral. A huge room, it is 78 feet long, 
72 feet wide and 38 feet high. At this 
point, you are more than 100 feet from 
the cave’s entrance. Near Ginnie Springs 
are two Cavern openings that lead to a 
single cave system of unknown range. 
The Devil’s Eye and Devil’s Ear are for 
trained cave divers only. 

The mere word ‘“‘cave’’ suggests ad- 
venture and intrigue. Since 1960 more 
than 200 divers have lost their lives in 
cave diving accidents. While this number 
seems small compared to the great num- 
bers of divers who enjoy the sport, cave 
diving should not be attempted by any- 
one who is not a certified cave diver. 

No previous open water experience 
can adequately prepare you for cave div- 
ing. Regardless of experience, those who 
lost their lives were not trained in proper 
cave diving techniques. There are no 
shortcuts to safe cave diving. Sound 
judgement, the use of common sense, 
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Get The Edge 
In A Career 
You Want To Do! 


lf you have always wanted a chal- 
lenging job you could have FUN at 
-inaskill you are GOOD at - thenan 
education at the NAU/I International 
Diving Career Institute in the Fabu- 
lous Florida Keys is for you. 





Join the other men and women who attended our career institute over the last 8 years. 
Carve out your future as a sport diving instructor divemaster working in one of the thou- 
sands of sport diving stores or resort operations throughout the world. 


If you are serious about looking into sport diving as a career, either part or full time, keep in 
mind — /t will make a difference where you go for your education. Here are some reasons 
why others have found our career insititute to be the best. 


TRAINING IN A WARM TROPICAL LOCATION, with coral reefs, marine life and good 
weather in the Fabulous Florida Keys. 


REAL SITUATIONS for you to train in, at an actual diving center in a resort atmosphere. 


A HIGHLY QUALIFIED COURSE DIRECTOR ON STAFF, with over 8 years monthly 
instructor training experience, 14 years as a resort dive center owner/operator and 24 
years as a dive instructor. 


CONVENIENT LOCATION where the dive vessel, store, housing, pool and classroom are 
allon the same property. 


PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE FOR EMPLOYMENT or business opportunities with a full 


Zea 5 6 INTERNATIONAL DIVING CAREER INSTITUTE 


Hall's Diving Center at the Faro Blanco Resort @ 1994 Overseas Hwy. ® Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 
305-743-5929 Out of State 1-800-331-4255 
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DIVE THE BEST OF THE FLORIDA KEYS 


Offered by the 4 premier dive shops © Free tanks & weight belts 


8 DIVES FOR $140.00 


Write: P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, Fla. 33036 ~ a 
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proper training and special equipment 
are the keys to safe cave diving. 


PALM BEACHES 

From Florida’s central region, head 
south toward the Palm Beaches. While 
traveling you may want to stop at NASA's 
Kennedy Space Center at Cape Canaver- 
al or visit some of the east coast beaches 
between Vero Beach and Fort Pierce. 

The Palm Beach coast offers some of 
the very best diving in Florida. For many 
years the Palm Beach area has been ov- 
erlooked as a major dive destination be- 
cause of the more publicized diving in the 
Florida Keys. While each area of Florida 
offers its own type of diving, the Palm 
Beach’s diving forte is the regular 
sightings of sharks, dolphins, large jew- 
fish and turtles. 

Turtle watching is an amazing phenom- 
enon, unique to Palm Beach. During the 
warm evenings of the early summer, fe- 
male loggerhead, hawksbill, green and 
leatherback turtles leave the safety of the 
open ocean and crawl toward the dark- 
ened beaches. With their flippers, the tur- 
tles form holes in the sand in which they 
deposit hundreds of eggs. During the late 
Summer months, the tiny hatchlings crawl 
from their shells and begin a long matura- 
tion process. 

Sea turtles are an endangered species 
and there is probably no greater concern 
for their continued existence than in the 
Palm Beaches. Several support groups 
offer guided tours to view the nesting tur- 
tles. When diving off the Palm Beaches, 
it is almost guaranteed that you will see 
one of these large reptiles. It is illegal to 
harass or ride them. Having the opportu- 
nity to swim alongside and photograph 
these graceful creatures, however, is a 
thrilling event. 

The Gulf Stream passes very close to 
the Palm Beach coast, usually less than 
one mile offshore. Most of the diving here 
is in the 80-100 foot depth range and the 
current is constant. However, Palm 
Beach diving operators offer drift diving. 
It is safe, simple and the most relaxing 
means of covering great distances U/W. 

Usually, the dive guide will handle the 
tag line, which consists of a nylon rope 
100 feet or more long. Attached to one 
end is a large orange ball; the other end 
is held by the dive guide U/W. Divers 
simply descend to the bottom and allow 
the current to carry them gently across 
the coral terrain. On the surface the char- 
ter boat follows the orange ball, keeping 
track of the divers at all times. When they 
surface, the boat is usually within a few 
hundred feet and easily boarded. 

The waters around the Palm Beach 
area contain a number of sunken wrecks 








and barges that form artificial reefs. 
Some of the more recent wrecks that 
have been placed as marine preserves 
are the 120 foot freighter Eisaud and a 
1967 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow. The 
Silver Shadow, worth more than $25,000 
at the time of its sinking, was donated to 
attract media attention to the Palm Beach 
Artificial Reef Program. 

The best known shipwreck is the Miz- 
pah, a Greek luxury liner. It is one of the 
more regularly visited sites in the Palm 
Beach area. Showing signs of deteriora- 
tion after more than 16 years on the 
ocean floor, the 185 foot vessel is in 90 
feet of water only a short boat ride from 
the inlet. 

One of the wrecks that has been a fa- 
vorite attraction for many years is the for- 
mer island freighter Amarylis. This 300 
foot wreck sits upright in less than 100 
feet of water, only a short swim from the 
Mizpah. Many dive operators will plan a 
drift dive over both wrecks and some- 
times include the wreck of the PC II. This 
is a military patrol craft that rests in 100 
feet of water. However, owing to tidal 
changes and the strong three knot cur- 
rent, this wreck is usually reserved for 
more advanced divers. 

Safe wreck diving in the Palm Beaches 
is strictly enforced. Proper use of the dive 
tables is necessary, as well as knowl- 
edge of local bottom terrain. A secure an- 
chorline, a trailing safety line of at least 
100 feet and a current line running from 
the transom of your boat to the anchorline 
will make wreck diving much safer. Also, 
once on the wreck, remaining on the lee- 
ward side of the current should make for 
a safe, exciting dive. 

Most reefs are one-half mile offshore 
and run parallel to the shore. From north 
of Palm Beach to the red brick lighthouse 
at Jupiter inlet, the reef takes a dramatic 
jump. A popular site is called the Jupiter 
High Ledge. It is several miles in length 
and in areas rises more than 25 feet from 
the sandy floor at 90 feet. The face of the 
ledge is deeply pock-marked with cre- 
vasses and small caves. Large groupers 
and lobsters are often found here, as well 
as several friendly green moray eels. The 
morays are used to being handfed by lo- 
cal divers and will usually come out of 
their homes for a handout of food. 

several regularly dived reefs include 
Breakers Reef in 60-80 feet; The 
Trench, a manmade trench running east 
and west, perpendicular to the current; 
Double Ledges, a series of tiered steps 
much like a giant staircase in 70 feet of 
water; Paul’s Reef, an excellent site in 
50 feet of water for novice divers and 
used regularly for night diving; and others 
that include Lynn’s, Delray Ledge, Fin- 
gers, Boca North and Hillsborough. 

What makes Palm Beach diving so ex- 
citing is the chance of happening onto 
something exciting. Owing to the close- 
ness of the Gulf Stream, the opportunities 
to be visited by a huge Atlantic manta ray, 


Ready for your most 
challenging dive? 








Let us make you a 
professional PADI instructor 


Have you considered living in the Caribbean, escorting travel 
groups to exotic dive locations or owning your own dive store? 


Make your move 

You can have a career in diving. Divers Unlimited Instructors 
Training Program supplies you with the credentials to “make your 
move’. We offer a top-notch instruction program in a supportive, 
friendly environment. 


Get the "edge" 


Divers Unlimited gives you the “extra edge” in your career 
development by providing you with an Instructors Training 
Program known throughout the industry. Simply put, our 
graduates are better trained. And better training means better jobs 
and better salaries. 

It you've ever thought of becoming a professional in diving, act 
now to start your career. 


At Divers Unlimited, we begin a new PADI triad training program every 
month to take you from Rescue to Divemaster to Instructor. 


Call now: 


(305) 981-0156 


nb DIVERS 
Uniimited 


6023 Hollywood Boulevard, Hollywood, Florida 33024 
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BULLE AS 


Photos Mark M. Lawrence 


We Guarantee Over 50 Reefs and Wrecks 
Including The Famous “Mercedes I" 


PROFESSIONAL DIVING 

SCHOOLS OF FLORIDA 
Y2 Day Dive Trips $25.00 
Student Referral Training 
Openwater Upgrades 
Advanced Certifications 
Specialties -— Night, Deep, Wreck, 
Search and Recovery, Under- 
water Photography 


PADI 5 Star Training 
And Resort Facility 


N Cc B 
Ocean or marina view room 
Free welcome cocktail 
Half day charter aboard the 
“Pro Diver’ including 2 dives on 
wrecks or reefs 
Tanks, back pack, weight belt 
Refreshments on board 


$89.00 | $69.00, 


pp/double occ eyeyAclelele) melee 
per day per day 


$129.00 


single occ. 
per day 


Jan. 1 thru April 30 


$89.00 


single occ 


pty PRO DIVE 


May 1 thru Dec 20 LAUDERDALE 


FOR DIVE TRIP INFORMATION, INSTRUCTION AND RESERVATIONS 
10-772-DIVE 
Pro Dive Charters 


Bahia Mar Yachting Resort (AIA) e Ft Lauderdale, FL 33316 
Florida and local calls phone: (305) 761-3413 





* 
WE GIVE YOU “‘THE BIRD’’ 


(Daily trips to “THE 287’ EAGLE WRECK”’ and over 20 other wrecks & reefs) 


for only $ 79.9 


pp/DbI. occ. 
2 Day Min. Holidays Excluded 


PLUS ALL THIS: Luxury efficiency at Ocean 80 
resort, 2 tank, 2 location Boat Dive, Tanks, 
Weight beit, Air and Backpack. 


1-800-356-9887 A Mer 
in Fla. (305) 664-5111 Sets 
85500 Overseas Hwy. MM 85.5 Ore asure Hive 
Islamorada, FL 33036 Florida Keys 
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eyed by a large hammerhead shark or to 
spot a whale shark are not uncommon. 


FORT LAUDERDALE 

South of the Palm Beaches is Fort Lau- 
derdale. Well known for its spring break 
rites, famous strip, suntanned bodies and 
beach parties, Ft. Lauderdale is fast be- 
coming a major dive destination. 

Ft. Lauderdale’s semi-tropical climate 
allows it to offer a variety of activities for 
divers, sailors and watersports enthusi- 
asts. It is not uncommon, even in the high 
class resorts, to find bikini clad sunwor- 
shippers strolling through hotel lobbies. 
On weekends, from the Bahia Mar Hotel 
complex north to the Days Inn along Fea- 
eral Highway, brightly colored planes trail 
banners inviting you to dine, party and 
dance the night away. 

Along the intracoastal waterway million 
dollar yachts parade along Florida's ver- 
sion of Venice, Italy. Attractions are eve- 
rywhere. Sightseeing can begin very 
close to any hotel. The riverboats Jungle 
Queen, Paddlewheel Queen and Hidden 
Harbor Showboat leave regularly for en- 
tertainment/dinner cruises. Ocean World 
offers a full day of marine entertainment. 
Live sharks, leaping porpoises, sea lions 
performing tricks and coral reef displays 
are all part of the scenario. Near Holly- 
wood, Six Flags Atlantis is a giant water 
theme park that can send you soaring 
down one-half dozen water slides or rid- 
ing a giant tidal wave. 

For divers, what makes this year-round 
land of warm sun and sea so attractive 
are the offshore reefs and wrecks. The Ft. 
Lauderdale reefs consist of three sepa- 
rate coral ledges that run parallel to the 
beach. The inner reef is the closest to the 
beach and within snorkeling distance. 
The middle reef is farther out in 30-40 feet 
of water and is usually a good shallow 
dive. The outer reef is more than one mile 
offshore, with depths in the 80-100 foot 
range. Because this is a high traffic area 
for speedboats, windsurfers and catama- 
rans, a dive flag and float are important 
parts of the diver’s equipment. 

Numerous schools of grunts and yel- 
lowtails are found on these reefs. Playful 
angelfish, colorful parrotfish and jacks 
dart among the golden seafans. Large 
groupers frequently hide under the 
sponge covered ledges. In season, div- 
ers can be found looking under these 
same ledges for spiny lobsters. Some- 
times nests of five or more can be found. 

In addition to the many coral ledges 
found off Ft. Lauderdale, the Broward 
County Environmental Agency and the 
Broward County Diving Association have 
been sinking derelict freighters and other 
discarded objects outside the reef line, 








creating fish havens for visiting divers. 
The artificial reef program has been very 
successful and new wrecks are continu- 
ally being added to the already popular 
Ft. Lauderdale wrecks and reefs. 

Perhaps the most well known ship 
sunk for artificial reef purposes is the 
Mercedes !. Her notoriety started during 
a late November 1984 storm that drove 
monstrous waves against the Palm 
Beach coast. The huge ship broke free of 
her mooring and beached in the back- 
yard of Palm Beach socialite Mollie Wil- 
mot, quickly gaining national attention. 

The Mercedes sat abandoned for 
months. After she was declared a derelict 
she was towed to her present site and 
sent to the bottom. Today, the 197 foot 
Mercedes rests upright and intact, with 
her stern in 90 feet of water and her bow 
in 100. A dive to this wreck requires 
some careful planning and good knowl- 
edge of the dive tables. This wreck is one 
of the more popular dive sites and can be 
found easily by the many dive boats that 
anchor above her. The superstructure re- 
mains intact, allowing divers to swim into 
the wheelhouse and around the decks. A 
large, gaping hole near the bow allows a 
view into the hold. 

Another good wreck for sport diving is 
the 150 foot Rebel. Sunk in the summer 
of 1985, not more than 400 yards from 
the Mercedes, the Rebel sits upright and 
perfectly intact at 110 feet. The deck of 
the ship is at 85 feet and when the clear 
waters of the Gulf Stream flow through, 
visibility exceeds 100 feet. The Tenneco 
Towers are a former Gulf of Mexico oil 
drilling platform donated by the Tenneco 
Oil Company. This fantastic fish haven 
was placed near Hollywood, allowing Mi- 
ami dive operators the opportunity to visit 
the site as well. 

The towers are made up of three major 
sections. Each was placed in depths from 
60-120 feet, at 100 yard intervals. The 
shallowest one-third is the upper derrick 
structure, the second third is the working 
deck and the last third is its massive legs. 
Large fish are attracted to this site and, 
according to the Broward County Dive 
Association, spearfishing is allowed. 

Other wrecks that are frequently dived 
include the tug Trio Bravo, several 
barges and a houseboat. Some divers 
claim an intact German U-boat lies in 
these waters. Each year the Broward His- 
torical Commission’s Marine Archeolog- 
ical Advisory Council sponsors a ship- 
wreck symposium with marine archaeol- 
ogists and treasure hunters present. 

Of all the known shipwrecks in the Ft. 
Lauderdale area, the most colorful by far 
is the Old Houseboat. Sunk more than 
ten years ago to serve as an artificial reef, 
the wreck today is covered with soft cor- 
als and deepwater gorgonians. A cloud 
of silver baitfish hovers along the side of 
the boat and parts when a diver swims 
through. Large barracudas dominate this 
wreck like troopers in a garrison. The 
Barge Wreck is nearby. More than 100 





“We've never forgotten that diving is fun!” 








PENNEKAMP PARK 


A BETTER PLACE 
T0 BE-KEY LARGO 


Per Person 


I DAYS § 24 5°” Jan. 3t0 
3 NIGHTS Apr. 30. '88 


Non-Holidays 
The complete resort in the 
fabulous Florida Keys. 


Key Largo Holiday Inn, the best the Florida 
Keys has to offer, is easily accessible by 
land, sea, or air. Fly into Miami International , 
Airport and enjoy a short, scenic drive to Fg a 2 
Key Largo, or pull your boat up to our own be ms 
deep-water dock. However you travel, make your diving destination the lush, 
tropical Key Largo Holiday Inn. 

Key Largo Holiday Inn offers 132 comfortable rooms and suites with 
double or king size beds. Enjoy a tropical drink at our Tiki Bar between dips in 
the pool, or spend the afternoon diving and snorkeling in the clear blue waters 
of Pennekamp Park and the Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary aboard the 
Sea Dweller Ill. 






ee eae 


modations « 3 half 
day boat trips 

- 2 tanks/pak/air 
- weight belt/weights 3 
Snorkel Packages 
Available 


Video Camera 
Rentals Available 













DWELLERS 


SPORTS CENTER 
MILE MARKER 100-5, KEY LARGO, FL 33037 


1-800-451-3640 


IN FL 
(305) 451-3640 
IN MIAMI 
(305) 245-0333 


circle #140 on Reader Service Card 
SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 69 











Florida 


feet long, it is covered with scarlet red 
coral and deepwater gorgonians frame 
open hatchways. 

Shipwrecks may be a major attraction 
of Ft. Lauderdale’s Gold Coast, but the 
reefs are excellent for underwater hunt- 
ers. Lobster Ledge is a popular location 
for bug hunters. Large hog Snappers are 
often seen roaming the bottom. Not far 
away is the lone Freighter Anchor. Sit- 
ting upon a barren sand plateau, the an- 
chor serves as an excellent photo prop. 
A huge chain attached to the anchor trails 
over the reef for more than 200 feet. 

Fisher’s Pedestal is popular with local 
charter boats. On the inside of the middle 





reef, three large coral pedestals resem- 
bling mushrooms protrude from the sand 
floor. The larger mound has a coral en- 
crusted overhang that is actually a clean- 
ing station. Large barracudas are some- 
times observed waiting their turns to have 
parasites removed from their gills and 
mouths. The other mounds contain large 
strands of staghorn coral and diffusely 
colored sponges. 

Other popular reef sites include Ham- 
merhead Reef and Barracuda Reef. 
Hammerhead Reef is part of the deeper 
outer reef in depths of 80 feet. There are 
wide sand channels with coral mounds 
rising more than six feet from the bottom. 
Along the sand channel large horse and 
queen conch can be found. Southern 
stingrays are often found feeding in the 
area and it is not uncommon to see large 
amberjacks, pompanos or an occasional 
nurse shark. Many small tropical fish can 
be observed among the soft, oscillating 


1. Pensacola 

2. Ft. Walton Beach 
3. Destin 

4. Panama City 

5. Port St. Joe 

6. Crystal River Area 
7. Clearwater 

8. Tampa 

9. St. Petersburg 
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10. Venice 

11. Orlando 

12. Vero Beach 
13. Palm Beach 
14. Ft. Lauderdale 
15. Miami 

16. Key Largo 

17. Florida Keys 
18. Key West 


corals along the face of the coral ridges. 

Barracuda Reef can be found directly 
off the beach at John U. Lloyd State Park. 
The reef system is in less than 30 feet of 
water and very close to the beach. Be- 
cause of its proximity, beach diving is 
popular. The reef has a healthy concen- 
tration of staghorn, brain and star corals, 
more commonly found in the Keys. The 
coral ledges rise more than four feet from 
the sand floor, creating tunnels that are 
home to lobsters and spotted moray eels. 

In a short period of time, Ft. Lauderdale 
has become an attractive vacation desti- 
nation for the diver and nondiver alike. 
With some of the most famous beaches, 
quality resort operators and excellent 
dive facilities, Ft. Lauderdale is a guaran- 
teed winner! 


MIAMI 
From Ft. Lauderdale to the neon glitter 
of downtown Miami, the coast is lined 























with tall highrise condominiums. Across 
Biscayne Bay, 1,000 silky sails billow 
from colorful catamarans as they race 
with the wind. Nearby, a pod of wild dol- 
phins playfully swims alongside pleasure 
craft in pursuit of the perfect wake. When 
dusk falls, the city comes alive with a 
spectacular skyline of brightly lit build- 
ings. Called the ‘“‘Magic City,’’ Miami is 
often referred to as the ‘‘city of lights,’’ ri- 
valing only New York and Paris. Such is 
the everyday scene in South Florida’s 
largest city. 

Miami is one of the most ocean orient- 
ed cities in North America. The University 
of Miami’s Rosenstiel School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Science is a prestigious 
oceanographic school. It is on Virginia 
Key next to the Miami Seaquarium. At the 
Seaquarium, talented dolphins leap acro- 
batically in the air, while friendly sea lions 
and a killer whale perform daily. The Sea- 
quarium’s most notable character is Flip- 
per. The television series of the same 
name was filmed here. 

Across the street, Planet Ocean is the 
world’s largest marine science museum. 
Here you can experience a hurricane, 
touch an iceberg or board a research sub 
for a ride into the deep unknown. 

The Port of Miami is home to the larg- 
est fleet of cruise ships in the world. More 
than one dozen cruise ships leave the 
seaport weekly, taking passengers on 
high sea adventures to ports of call in the 
Caribbean. The many small islands and 
keys that dot the Miami coastline offer se- 
cluded hideaways for boaters and sun- 
bathers. There are miles of beautiful 
beaches backdropped by the pastel col- 
ors of art deco buildings where much of 
TV’s Miami Vice is filmed. Truly unique to 
Miami is the graveyard of shipwrecks that 
lies just off these same beaches. 

Miami offers several professional dive 
charters and underwater tour guides. Div- 
ing in Miami is a year-round activity en- 
joyed by both novice and experienced 
divers. Dade County’s Department of En- 
vironmental Resources Management 
(DERM) is the most progressive agency 
in the country for actively supporting arti- 
ficial reef building. To date, nearly three 
dozen wrecks and other clusters of de- 
bris have been placed offshore as reefs. 
At the time of this writing, negotiations 
were underway to sink a former U.S. Na- 
vy submarine in 60 feet of water for all 
levels of divers to enjoy. 

One of the first wrecks sunk to form an 
artificial reef was the former U.S. Army 
supply ship, Almirante. The 200 foot 
freighter sits a few miles off the northern 
tip of Elliot Key. The vessel is upright in 
130 feet of water. Most of the superstruc- 
ture was removed prior to sinking and the 
wooden decking has given way to ship- 
worms. The Almirante is the most colorful 
of all the Miami wrecks. The vessel is 
covered with soft and hard corals. Deep- 
water gorgonians line her ribs, reminis- 


cent of South Pacific flora. Large oceanic | 
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How Suite It Is... 
Aboard the 


Suite satisfaction! That’s the sensation you’ll recall every time you 
experience the unequalled accommodations and diving of our totally 
new Best Western The Suites at Key Largo & nearby Divers Den. 


Explore the lush, living reefs of John Pennekamp & the Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary from our 50’ custom dive yacht the 
GOOD TIME. Then relax in your two level suite complete with fully 
equipped kitchen, a pair of remote cable televisions, 2 baths, ceiling 
fans, and patio balcony overlooking the marina. And with the 
GOOD TIME just steps away, you'll be as close as you can get to 
all the fun, excitement, & island pleasures of tropical Key Largo! 


CALL US FOR YOUR CUSTOMIZED DIVE VACATION 


1-800-527-DIVE 
In Florida (305) 451-DIVE 


the SUITES) 
A Key Largo 


110 OCEAN DR., MM100 201 OCEAN DR., MM100 
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KEY WEST 


“BEAUTY AND THE BEACH” 
Winter Dive Package Special 


Seasports Diving Center proudly introduces the best of both worlds with our 
“BEAUTY AND THE BEACH” Winter Dive Package Special. You can enjoy 
some of the most beautiful diving the Florida Keys has to offer while staying at 

your choice of several luxurious and affordable accommodations we have 
available for you or your entire family. While topside you can do anything 
from soaking up the Florida sun, to shopping on the World Famous “Duval 
Street” and dining at some of the finest restaurants anywhere. 


KEY WEST AND SEASPORTS 
HAVE IT ALL! 
BEAUTY AND THE BEACH PACKAGES 
This package includes hotel accommo- 


ow : $6925 vers, dations, 2 location “REEF” dive, plus 


dbl. occ. tanks & weights. 
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FLORIDA’S LATEST & BIGGEST WRECKS 


Dive the 325’ USCG Cutters The 287’ Freighter Eagle 
Duane & Bibb 








with 
LADY CYANA DIVERS 


The Center for Wreck and Reef Diving in the Florida Keys 
Daily Trips © Packages ® Instruction 


800-221-8717 


In FL 305/664-8717 
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denizens constantly cruise her decks and 
many deepwater fish call her home. 

The Blue Fire is one of the most ma- 
jestic shipwrecks in the Miami area. 
Seized during the Cuban exodus at 
Mariel, the ship was sunk in 110 feet of 
water. It is an underwater photographer's 
dream. The fully intact Blue Fire sits up- 
right with more than 30 feet of relief. It 
looks the way you would imagine a ship- 
wreck to look—a ghostly remnant from 
some Hollywood movie. The deck 
winches and radar mast are still intact. 
The main bridge and cabins are accessi- 
ble and portholes still line the corridors. 

The Deep Freeze is one of the deeper 
wrecks at 135 feet. The 210 foot freighter 
rests intact with incredible colonies of 
spiny oysters growing over her decks. 
The Saint Anne de Auray is a recent ad- 
dition to the Miami underwater fleet. It is 
a good site for novice wreck divers or for 
those who enjoy extended bottom time. 
At 70 feet, with relief of more than 28 feet, 
the 110 foot trawler rests perfectly intact 
with a slight list to starboard. 

The 195 foot Ultra Freeze, like the 
Deep Freeze, was a former refrigerator 
freighter. Sunk in July 1984 at a depth of 
120 feet, the steel vessel comes to within 
70 feet of the surface. The ship today has 
attracted large schools of predator fish 
and other marine creatures. The Bis- 
cayne Wreck was one of the earliest 
known artificial reefs. Sunk in 55 feet of 
water near Key Biscayne, it is covered 
with soft corals and encrusting sponges 
and is home to thousands of grunts. 

The 200 foot Proteus has little relief, 
but has a huge propeller that is excellent 
for photography. North of Key Biscayne 
the former Woolworth yacht, South 
Seas, sits on a sand bottom in just more 
than 70 feet of water. The 165 foot Arida 
is badly broken and turned on its star- 
board side. This wreck is home to thou- 
sands of reef fish and sits in less than 90 
feet of water. The wooden hulk of the 
Mary Ann I is badly broken apart. The 
once proud sailing vessel Lady Free is 
now no more than a broken pile of wood- 
en planks. 

The Orion is a classic looking wreck 
and one of the more popular, regularly 
visited sites. Often the first impression 
one has as she/he approaches is that of 
a ghostly wreck underway along a sea of 
sand. Sunk in December 1981, the 120 
foot oceangoing tug sits intact with a 
slight starboard list at 95 feet. The Orion 
is alive with color. Many small macro ma- 
rine organisms cover the entire tug and 
long, soft corals flow gently in the cur- 
rents. This wreck is easily divable for all 
levels of certification and makes an ex- 
cellent prop for U/W photographers. 





The Miami area is not without its share 
of excellent reefs. Biscayne Bay and the 
natural patch reefs that extend to the 
northern tip of Key Largo form the bound- 
aries of the Biscayne National Park. With- 
in the park several reefs offer corals and 
marine life typical of what you might ex- 
pect in the Florida Keys. Triumph Reef 
and Long Reef are two of the healthiest 
in the Miami area. 

Fowey Reef is marked by a 165 foot 
tall steel light tower. Visibility often ex- 
ceeds 70 feet on this spur and groove 
style reef. Long, winding sand chutes ta- 
per off sharply from 40 feet to depths of 
more than 90. South of the light, massive 
stands of elkhorn coral grow to within 
inches of the surface. 

Emerald Reef is a popular dive site, 
often visited after diving one of the deep- 
er wrecks. Common to this reef are deep 
purple seafans, pillar corals and acres of 
elkhorn corals. 

For the avid wreck diver, Miami is one 
Florida vacation stop not to miss. 


FLORIDA KEYS 

The Florida Keys are truly some of the 
state's most prized assets. The 100 mile 
long island chain runs southwest, span- 
ning the entire width of the state. Touted 
as ‘‘The Islands You Can Drive To,”’ the 
low lying coral islands are accessible by 
automobile, plane or boat. The real joy of 
vacationing in the Florida Keys is the 
tropical ambiance of a Caribbean island 
combined with the convenience of not 
leaving the United States. 

Long before diving became popular, 
and before the steady flow of early set- 
tlers, the Florida Keys were inhabited by 
the Calusa Indians. With the discovery of 
the New World, the Calusas were soon 
victimized by Spanish slavers and dis- 
eases of the Old World. Once a great na- 
tion of free roaming hunters and fisher- 
men, the Calusas were soon extinct. 

The steady armadas of Spanish galle- 
ons loaded with riches from Havana navi- 
gated the sealanes of the Florida Straits. 
Poor nautical charts, inadequate naviga- 
tional instruments and frequent unpre- 
dictable storms wreaked havoc on the 
merchant ships. Even with the immense 
deepwater ocean offshore, these sailing 
vessels constantly dared the treacherous 
reefs of the Florida Keys. 

Through the 16th century and much of 
the 17th and 18th centuries, the Spanish 
Plate Fleet followed the prevailing trade 
winds to Spain. Those that survived the 
voyage made Spain the richest and most 
powerful nation in the world. Those that 
didn’t are hidden treasures among the 
many reefs and sandy shoals throughout 
the Keys. Some, such as the Nuestra Se- 
nora de Atocha and the Santa Margarita, 
sunk in 1622 in the waters of the Marque- 
sas Keys, have released their treasures 
of gold, silver, emeralds and countless 
coins. Others still are legends waiting to 
be found. 





IS THERE A CAREER 
IN DIVING FOR YOU? 


Begin your scuba career in our unique 
environment that combines island living 
with mainland convenience. Located in Ft. 
Lauderdale, we are the only PADI Training, 
Resort and Instructional Development Facility 
with classroom, pool, retail store, charter 
boats and hotel located in one convenient 
location - on the ocean! 

All our Divemaster and Instructor Develop- 
ment Courses are taught by Course Director, 
Alex Bryliske. For over six years Alex served 
on staff at PADI International Headquarters 
where he was the principle designer of all 
PADI professional level training courses 
including Divemaster, I.D.C. and I.E. 

Only at PRO DIVE can you learn from the 
man who literally “wrote the book” on 
Instructor Training! 

Programs Begin Monthly 

7 Day|.D.C., 5 Day Divemaster, 4 Day Rescue, 
3 Day Advanced, | Day Instructor Medic 
First Aid, Specialty Instructor Courses 
NEW Recreational Dive Planner Seminars 

You can become a PADI Instructor in just 3 
weeks with only an O.W. Certification! 

Professional Diving Schools of Florida was 
established in 1975 and State Licensed by the 
State Board of Independent Postsecondary Vocational Business Schools. 
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CALL 1-800-772-DIVE 
In Florida 305-761-3413 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida - Bahia Mar Yachting Center 
801 Seabreeze Blvd., Ft Lauderdale, Florida 33316 
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One of America’s favorite dive destinations 
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Pirates were an additional hazard to 
the shipping lanes of the keys. Such no- 
torious men as Blackbeard, Gaparilla and 
Black Caesar were among the most 
feared of this era. Wreckers were skilled 
sailors who preyed on more natural dis- 
asters. For many years, a wreck a week 
was the average harvest from the sea 
here. In 1852, the United States govern- 
ment began erecting steel light towers on 
the reefs of the Keys and the great 
wrecking period soon ended. 

The traditional dependence upon the 
sea for transportation throughout the 
Keys changed with the construction of 
the Overseas Railroad. Tracks were laid 
from Miami, connecting 29 of the coral is- 
lands across the waters of the Florida 
Bay. The tracks of the Florida East Coast 
Railway are now the foundation for the 
concrete ribbon known as the Overseas 
Highway (U.S. 1). Green mile markers 
have been erected and are often used as 
postal addresses. Beginning at MM 0 at 
the Monroe County courthouse in Key 
West, mile markers progress to MM 126 
at Florida City. Today, the major centers 























74 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 


of population surround Key Largo in the 
Upper Keys, Marathon in the Middle Keys 
and Key West in the Lower Keys. 

Whether you are visiting the Keys for 
the first time or returning as a naturalized 
resident, they offer a wonderful variety of 
wrecks and coral reefs in warm, clean, 
tropical waters. 

Once your predetermined vacation 
plans. are in motion, it is wise to consider 
the many lodging options available. Most 
dive operators offer package prices with 
convenient hotels or condominium com- 
plexes nearby. Others will be helpful in 
reserving a hotel or lodge of your choice. 
There are large international resort ho- 
tels, intimate family style lodges, camp- 
grounds, guesthouses, condominiums 
and trailer parks. Many of the dive shops 
have toll free reservation numbers and 
are happy to assist in all of your dive/ 
lodging requirements. 

Nightlife is what sets the Florida Keys 
apart from most Caribbean dive destina- 
tions. There are nightclubs with live enter- 
tainment, movie theaters, shopping and 
cable television in most hotels. Dive 
shops frequently sponsor events such as 
underwater slide shows, barbecues and 
night diving. The Florida Keys offer a nice 
complement of activities for vacationing 
divers and nondivers alike. 

Divers should be aware, however, that 
certification cards are mandatory and 


refund as soon as you get back 


bet they won't! 


business any other way. 


Hotel/Dive Packages 
available from $55* 


Harry Keitzs 
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to the dock. Will anyone else do that? We'll 


AMERICAN Diving Headquarters. After 
25 years, still the only one in the Florida 
Keys that offers a money back guarantee 
you're gonna like our style. Harry won't do 


logbooks are often required. Nearly one- 
half of the diving population travels to the 
Keys annually and a logbook is a good 
indicator of experience level. While most 
of the diving is very shallow and requires 
little experience, it would be a shame to 
miss some of the very best deeper artifi- 
cial wrecks/reefs in the area. There are 
many derelict ships being sent to the bot- 
tom each year to form artificial reefs. 
Most are sunk in 100 feet of water and re- 
quire more experience to dive. These 
new reefs, besides building fish popula- 
tions, serve two other purposes. Divers 
can experience the thrill of deep ocean 
wreck diving and traffic is minimized on 
the more popular reefs. Everyone bene- 
fits, allowing healther reef and fish popu- 
lations to flourish. 

Recreational anglers can enjoy impres- 
sive catches of permits, tarpons, group- 
ers and sharks. Sailors and windsurfers 
can enjoy countless miles of fine sailing 
on both bayside and oceanside. Jet Skis 
and parasailers are also available for 
rent, as are canoes to paddle endlessly 
through a maze of mangrove swamps. 
Nature lovers will be thrilled with the pop- 
ulations of colorful, exotic birds such as 
blue herons, roseate spoonbills, peli- 
cans, ibis and egrets. 

If you can break away from a day of 
diving, tour the Everglades National Park 
near Florida City. The serene beauty, soli- 





When Harry Says 
You'll Have Fun In Key Largo... 


..At comes with a Money Back Guarantee! 


Only Harry is willing to guarantee, in writing, you’re gonna have fun 
diving Pennekamp. His AMERICAN Diving Headquarters is the only one 
that promises you will, or you don't pay! 

If you're not happy, Harry's not happy! So if you 
don't like the seas, visibility, or anything else about 
your dive day, just stay on board. You'll get a full 





AMERICAN Diving Headquarters 


Call Us Toll Free for Charters & Dive Package Information 


(800) 634-8464 


P.O. Box 1250, Key Largo, FL 33037 


*Per Day, Per Person, Double Occupancy 





tude and quiet are broken only momen- 
tarily by the shriek of a hawk or the rustle 
of an alligator. Or, head south to the Mal- 
lory docks in Key West, where each night 
an impromptu circus of street vendors 
and magicians performs in the sunset rit- 
ual. It is thrilling to stand at the end of the 
world and cheer as the sun slowly sinks 
in the iridescent western waters. 


UPPER KEYS 

Key Largo, Tavernier and Islamorada 
are the three main commerce centers of 
the Upper Keys. Key Largo is the site of 
much of the diving activity. Rows of red 
and white striped dive flags on billboards, 
flagpoles and storefronts line the high- 
way. All of this activity is centered around 
the John Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park and the adjacent Key Largo Na- 
tional Marine Sanctuary. The park and 
sanctuary encompass more than 183 
square miles of reefs and wrecks. At the 
park headquarters, dive and snorkel 
boats, glassbottom boats and canoes are 
available from concessionaires. 

If you have ever dreamed of one day 
being an undersea aquanaut, the oppor- 
tunity exists in Key Largo. At the Koblick 
Marine Center you can spend 24 hours in 
either an underwater hotel called Jules’ 
Undersea Lodge or in a submerged ma- 
rine science lab. 

Marine educators or would-be scien- 
tists can sign up for any of several differ- 
ent marine classes in the habitat diver 
program. Each is designed to teach more 
about the sea. With any, you can become 
a certified aquanaut through the PADI or 
NAUI habitat diver certification program. 

Offshore, the fringing coral reefs are 
some of the prettiest found in the tropics. 
Carysfort Reef is easily located by a 
112 foot steel light tower and marks the 
park’s northern corner. It was named for 
the British man of war HMS Carysford 
(over the years the name was trans- 
formed into Carysfort) that ran aground in 
late 1770. Carysfort is a very healthy reef 
with a well defined spur and groove sys- 
tem. It is actually in two parts, separated 
by a wide sand channel of more than 100 
feet. This reef system features magnifi- 


cent forests of elkhorn corals inter- . 


spersed with large brain corals. Massive 


schools of fish are concentrated on this. 


reef. Seaward of the reef, the limestone 
ledges drop sharply from 35-65 feet. The 
sea is adorned with colorful sponges and 
soft coral. 

~ The Elbow is a large expanse of reef. 
Several historical shipwrecks make it an 
interesting dive site. The wrecks of the 
City of Washington, the Towanda and 
the Civii War Wreck have attracted large 
schools of reef fish. The Superstructures 
were all removed years ago so as not to 
impede navigation. Today, coral has 
grown over every square inch of what re- 
mains. Many fish have been handfed by 
local dive operators and are considered 
pets. It is not uncommon to be ap- 
proached by a large green moray or bar- 
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Package includes: 
¢ Full breakfast each morning 
¢ Deluxe accommodations at Howard Johnson’s 


¢ 2 Tank dive trip w/Atlantis Dive Center each day 
e Tanks, air, backpack & weight belt ) 
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America’s ONLY Country Club for Divers! 
Daily (Tues.-Sun.) dive trips in the Gulfstream of the Atlantic. See turtles, morays, 
schools of marine life, and sharks in 60’-100’ of the best diving in the United States. 


Oceanfront hotel room 
2 boat dives w/tanks 
$89.95 
per diver, per day 
effective 5/1/88 


Our 2 boats docked 
on premises 
Full rental dept. | 
2 pools/steam room © 
NAUI, PADI, YMCA 


Norine Rouse Scuba Club of the Palm Beaches 
4708 North Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33407 (305) 844-2466 
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wreck of the “Thunderbolt”’-a 

~488’ freighter, and Pennekamp Park to 

name just a few. If it’s important to you 

to dive every day—we are the only ones 
in the Keys who will ‘“Guarantee”’ it. 

Special dive pkgs. include 3, 5 or 7 

nights for as low as $48 per pers. per 

night. 
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location reef trips & air... Special 
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on quality rentals & lessons. 
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MARATHON, FLORIDA 
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™ bi write 1994 Overseas Hwy. Pool Tennis Beach 
Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 Sailboats 


For FREE DIVE CHART or additional information contact HALL’S DIVE CENTER 
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racuda while diving these reefs. 

The nine foot tall bronze statue of the 
Christ of the Abyss has become a well 
known symbol of the park. Donated by 
Edigio Cressi, of the Italian dive equip- 
ment manufacturer Cressi-sub, it was 
placed in 25 feet of water near the Dry 
Rocks. (The figure is a duplicate of a 
bronze statue found in the Mediterranean 
off Genoa, Italy.) This area is popular with 
photographers not only for the statue, but 
the large number of schooling yellowtails 
and approachable barracudas. 

The Benwood is one of the better 
known wrecks in the park. It lies in 25-45 
feet of water. Her history includes a color- 
ful past of being torpedoed by a German 
U-boat during the second World War, 
rammed by an American military boat 
and then ordered to run aground so the 
crew and cargo might be saved. Her su- 
perstructure has been removed. The 
bow, in deeper water, is the most intact. 
The ship is large, but can be explored 
easily on a single tank dive. Beneath the 
steel plating and around the vessel's ribs 
are spotted moray eels, lobsters and 
many small tropical fish. The bow is 
home to a massive school of goatfish and 
along the sides are porkfish and grunts. 

French Reef is an excellent coral sys- 
tem of swim-through caves and sponge 
encrusted overhangs. Large openings 
three to four feet high lead into caverns 
filled with copper Sweepers, groupers 
and snooks. During the summer months 
the caves are filled with millions of glassy 
minnows. Molasses Reef marks the 
southern end of the park and is easily 
found because of its 45 foot steel light 
tower. This reef is the most popular of all 
the Pennekamp reefs, and easily the 
most dived reef site in the world. The best 
diving is found seaward of the tower. 
Beautiful high profile corals adorned with 
lots of golden and lavender seafans, soft 
corals and sponges make this site a pho- 
tographic wonderland. For fish photogra- 
phers, there is no better place. Flowing 
schools of grunts and snappers, 
scrawled filefish, Atlantic spadefish, col- 
orful angelfish, inquisitive barracudas 
and southern stingrays make diving Mo- 
lasses Reef like swimming in your own 
backyard aquarium. 

Two recent additions to the Key Largo 
diving scene are the U.S. Coast Guard 
cutters Bibb and Duane. The two 337 
foot sister ships last saw action during 


the Viet Nam War. Recently decommis- 
sioned, they were cleaned and prepared 
to be sunk outside of the park bounda- 
ries. The ships are near Molasses Reef, 
only hundreds of yards apart. The first 
military ships to be sunk purposely for ar- 
tificial reefs, these added attractions 











should help relieve the diver traffic on the 
fragile natural reefs. 

Pickles Reef is just two miles south of 
Molasses and popular with dive boats 
from Tavernier. The reef is low profile, in 
shallow water between 10 and 24 feet 
deep. There are a lot of small macro in- 
habitants among the small corals and 
seafans. Nudibranchs, flamingo tongues 
and scorpionfish are common. : 

Conch Reef offers a more interesting 
deeper dive. A drop-off begins in 60 feet 
of water and plunges to 100. This is a 
good location to observe eagle rays, sea 
turtles and, occasionally, sharks. The de- 
scent along the wall offers vistas of deep- 
water gorgonians and large barrel 
sponges. The shallow portions of the reef 
include majestic stands of pillar coral. 

Artificial reefs such as the Eagle are a 
tremendous example of the reef building 
program. Sunk in December 1985, the 
287 foot freighter now rests on her star- 
board side in 110 feet of water. The ship- 
wreck has attracted numerous schools of 
amberjacks, grunts, parrotfish and, occa- 
sionally, jewfish. There are encrusting 
sponges and corals growing over the 
wreck, the homes of a variety of small 
crabs and macro critters. 

The Cannabis Cruiser was intention- 
ally sunk by its crew to avoid prosecu- 
tion. The former tugboat was loaded with 
marijuana when its crew members real- 
ized they were under surveillance. The 
tug now sits upright on a sandy ocean 
floor in 110 feet of water. Little remains of 
its contraband cargo. 

‘Davis Reef is a fun shallow dive with 
many colorful seafans and soft, fuzzy 
seawhips. Schools of grunts, lobsters 
and nurse sharks frequent the area. This 
is a favorite location for a second dive af- 
- ter one of the deeper dives in the area. 
Hens and Chickens, in 22 feet of water, 
offers huge star coral heads. Crocker 
Reef is a sloping coral cliff. Turtles and 
larger marine pelagics are often found in 
depths of 50-80 feet. The Gully offers 
fabulous schools of fish flowing along a 
series of colorful ledges. 

Spearfishing is illegal in the marine 
parks. Permanent mooring buoys have 
been installed at most of the more popu- 
lar reef sites, making locating and an- 
choring easy. However, when diving in 
an area not permanently marked, reef 
conservation is of the utmost concern. Al- 
ways anchor in a sandy patch and, when 
diving, be careful not to touch or care- 
lessly bump into any of the corals. 


MIDDLE KEYS 

The Middle Keys are much more re- 
moved from the busy and hectic pulse of 
the Upper Keys. Except for Marathon, the 
Middle Keys of Conch, Duck, Hawk’s and 
Grassy are more relaxed, with a tropical 
ambiance. Marathon is a busy center for 
local commerce and offers an airstrip and 
hospital. The side streets offer the travel- 
ing diver the opportunity to explore sce- 


nic marinas, commercial fishing boats 
and beautiful beaches. 

The Middle Keys offer the diver a good 
sélection of top quality resorts and dive 
operators. The real beauty of this area is 
that most vacationing divers spend much 
of their underwater time in Key Largo, 
rarely venturing south along the emerald 
isles. Dive facilities dot the Middle Keys, 
all offering very interesting and very 
unique dive profiles. 

Middle Keys diving includes shallow 
and mid-depth reefs as well as wrecks. 
The Thunderbolt is a fine example of 
Middle Keys wreck diving. It has been 
down for almost two years and has at- 


tracted an impressive population of fish 
and marine invertebrates. 

In her former life, the Thunderbolt was 
a 188 foot cable laying workboat. For 
many years she sat-in a yard on the Mi- 
ami River. Considered a derelict, the 
Thunderbolt was bought by the Artificial 
Reef Committee of the Florida Keys, 
cleaned for diver access and sunk in 115 
feet of water. She now sits upright in her 
final resting place, just south of Vaca Cut 
near Marathon. Most of the superstruc- 
ture remains intact. The wheelhouse is in 
only 70 feet of water. Toward the bow, 
the huge cable spool sits prominently on 
the foredeck and, aft, two bronze propel- 
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With the famous 

BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG 

you can feel as free as the 

fish! Rugged, and with years 

of proven reliability, there 

are no cumbersome tanks or 
uncomfortable harnesses to wear. 
Just the sensation and freedom of 
snorkeling without having to 
surface for air. 

For lobstering, tropical col- 
lecting, maintenance, or just plain 
fun, when you choose one of our 
seven floating or deck-mounted 
surface supplied models you and 
up to three friends can attain 
depths of 50’ with only safe diving 
practices as your limitation. 

So get rid of those heavy 
tanks and experience the freedom. 
All you really need is our extra 
lung. BROWNIE’S THIRD LUNG. 

For additional information, see 
your local BROWNIE’S dive retailer 
or CALL US FORA FREE sepa babeesis 


sac 7-0412 vin 


IN A aaa Senda 462- 5570 


THIRD LUNG 


N. W. FIRST STREET 
tA DERDALE, FL 33311 


LIFE’S A BEACH... 
AND THEN 
YOU DIVE! 


in the Florida Keys 
AT TILDEN’S PRO DIVE SHOP AND 
ECONO LODGE “WE HAVE IT ALL” 


Dive Packages from 


4 29° pp/dbl. occ. 


3 Days/2 Nights, includes ac- 
com., 6 dives, tanks & weights 


Custom Dive Packages upon request ¢ Reef Trips « Lessons « Full 
service Dive Shop * Modern Rentals * Sandy Beach * Pool * A/C 
Rooms ¢ Restaurant * Lounge 


CLUB & GROUP RATES AVAILABLE 


Tilden’s Pro Dive Shop is a P.D.I.C. Instructor Training Facility. Les- 
sons starting daily in Snorkeling up thru Instructor, 


Call In FL 


1-800-223-4563 (305) 743-5422 


Tilden’s Pro Dive Shop @ M.M. 49% 
4650 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 
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lers sit idle on the sand floor. 

The Duck Key Wreck is a former 
steam powered freighter that sank acci- 
dentally. Her history seems obscured, but 
the remains are very recognizable. Four 
large smoke stacks lie broken near the 
hull, two huge boilers remain intact and 
small bronze artifacts can still be found. 
The depths range from 20-25 feet of wa- 
ter, making this an easy dive for novices 
or those who haven't been in the ocean 
for some time. The wreck sits above the 
lower coral structure, suggesting it ran 
aground. Lots of striped grunts, goattfish 
and parrotfish call this wreck home. 

The Seven Mile Bridge is another ex- 
cellent artificial reef site. The old swing- 
span of the former bridge was sunk after 
the construction of the new, raised con- 
crete structure. The large metal gears 
that moved the bridge up and down are 
excellent photo props. They are covered 
with spiny oysters and encrusting 
sponges and soft corals. Large schools 
of grunts and snappers inhabit the twist- 
ed girders. 

The most popular of the Middle Keys 
reefs is Sombrero Reef. Easily found 
because of its 136 foot lighted tower, 
Sombrero is an excellent example of 
some of the better Florida Keys diving. 
From the air, the dark fingers that run 
seaward are typical of the spur and 
groove system of the Keys reefs. High 
profile corals such as pillar, plate, star, 
elkhorn and staghorn are found in depths 
of about 25 feet. Lots of seafans, gor- 
gonians and soft fuzzy seawhips cover 
the underwater landscape. Schools of 
grunts and goatfish pack the overhangs 
and coral edifices, while coneys and 
groupers peer from their homes. This 
area is excellent for underwater photog- 
raphers of every level. 

Coffin’s Patch is a peculiar name for 
a reef, but it’s not a place to avoid. The 
reef system is a conglomerate of six dif- 
ferent reef sites with excellent stands of 
elkhorn and staghorn corals. Large brain 
corals are interspersed throughout the 
reef. The depth averages about 25 feet. 

At Delta Shoals, the reef structure 
Starts in shallow water and drops to about 
100 feet. It is low profile and barrel 
sponges grow profusely throughout. 
However, elkhorn is the dominant coral. 
Lots of fish and macro invertebrates are 
the highlights of this dive. 

Probably one of the most popular and 
controversial reefs in recent years is 
Looe Key. [he Looe Key National Ma- 
rine Sanctuary is a 5.3 square mile pro- 
tected preserve off Big Pine Key. Looe 
Key is one of the best reef systems in the 
Florida Keys and reminiscent of reefs 
found in the Bahamas. It was named after 


oes ae aa a A I et, 





ae 2S cae 





the HMS Looe, a British man of war that 
ran aground in 1744. The wreck no long- 
er exists, but the reefs that lie within the 
boundaries of the sanctuary are a com- 
plete coral ecosystem. An area called 
Rubble Reef holds the clues to a fossil 
coral system. Fore Reef is a high profile 
Spur and groove configuration. 

The flats around the reef are shallow 
seagrass beds that are the breeding 
grounds of the formerly collectible queen 
conch. The intermediate and deep reefs 
are an impressive collection of almost 
every type of sponge and soft coral found 
in the Florida Keys. The deeper reef of- 
fers the experienced diver a greater di- 
versity than most other reefs. Protected 
from spearfishing and marine collecting, 
the sanctuary is alive with fish and color, 
yet the crowds are sparse. Owing to its 
remoteness, Looe Key is accessible only 
to Big Pine Key dive operators. However, 
upon special request, charter boats from 
Marathon will usually make a day trip. 


LOWER KEYS 

south of Big Pine Key the Florida Keys 
scatter into the Atlantic Ocean like 
splatters of paint on an insane artist's 
canvas. The coral islands of Torch, Ram- 
rod, Summerland, Surgarloaf, Saddle- 
bunch and Boca Chica, and the many 
mangrove islets of the Florida Bay, are 
fragments of a world Known only to them- 
selves. These areas are rarely dived, and 
only by a handful of divers. 

At Key West, the ambiance of the Keys 
changes. Only 90 miles north of Cuba, 
and 157 miles southwest of Miami, Key 
West is a party town—the end of the rain- 
bow. Because Key West is the end of the 
island chain, there is no physical barrier 
that separates the waters of the Gulf of 
Mexico and Florida Bay from the Atlantic 
Ocean. As a result, there is a wide distri- 
bution of warm water corals and a great- 
er distribution of marine animals in the 
waters Surrounding Key West and Mar- 
quesas Keys to the southwest. 

The most visible of the Key West dive 
sites is the lighted iron tower on Sand 
Key. The lighthouse, erected in 1858, ac- 
tually stands on a small cay made mostly 
of sand and broken shells. Depths range 
from 10 feet on the leeside, to more than 
65 feet on the seaward side. The reef 
system consists of coral fingers and deep 
sand gullies. In many places a drop of 20 
feet from the top of the reef to the sand 
floor is not uncommon. Staghorn, elkhorn 
and brain corals are the most evident. 

Other popular sites around the Key 
West area include the Western, Middle 
and Eastern Sambos. An hour and one- 
half boat ride to Western Sambo reveals 
long passageways and swarms of marine 
creatures. There are coral tunnels, caves 
and grottoes found in the deeper waters. 
Five miles south of Key West are the 
Eastern Dry Rocks. On this reef site an 
unindentified wreck lies scattered along 
the bottom. Nearby, a good site called 


FLORIDA KEYS... 


-— GETAWAY 


DIVE from Pennekamp to the Eagle Wreck 
y over 100 different sites 


4 INCLUDES: ¢ 5 Gg 50 


e Accommodations at Plantation Yacht Harbor 
Resort & Marina. ..57 acres of fun! 

Per person, Dbl. occ. 

Sun.-Thurs. 


“4 © Two tank dive per day 
¢ Tanks (2), weights and air fills 
April 15 - Dec. 15, ’88 
PADI Facility 


g ¢ Dive boat on resort premises 
OCEAN QUEST DIVE CENTER 


1-800-356-8798 


305-852-8770 in Fla. 
87000 Overseas Hwy., Islamorada, FL 33070 
* Charter * Instruction * Sales * Rental * Air * Repairs 
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ALGMINUGM 
TANK 80 
K-VALVE 


Price $99.50 


7 Kquanauts 


OF MIAMI 
DIVE SHOP 
677 SM. First Street 
Miami, Florida 33130 
Open 6 days 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Sunday 
Tel. (305) 545-9000 
abana ul Catalog $4.00 


OPTICAL MASK 
SILICONE 
Price $110.00 


We Doses Dgerscnace Ace 


Destin, FI. 


HOTEL/DIVE F 
$49.50 -« 


| per person/per day —_ Barracuda II 
double occupancy e Cylinders, Air, Weight Belts 


Me Free Drink and Discount at the | 
illage Inn — 


Famous Sand Flea Restaurant 
For Information and Reservations — 





‘ Gnup Scuba Packages Available Now — 
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Rock Key is easily found. The remains of 
two shipwrecks are found here. One, 
known as the Tile Wreck, yields brass 
artifacts for the would-be treasure hunter, 
the other reportedly has given up small 
cannon balls. 

One special dive site is called Ten 
Fathom Ledge. About seven miles from 
Key West near Sandy Key, the ledge isn’t 
typical of the deep reefs in the Florida 
Keys. It starts in about 45 feet of water 
and drops for more than 65 feet. Visibility 
is often exceptional here, with sightings 
of eagle rays and sharks common. 

Many of the dive operators are continu- 
ing to discover mid-depth reefs in the 50- 
80 foot range, offering the visitor a great- 
er variety of dive sites. It is not uncom- 


HASSLE FREE 
THE REEF CRUISER 


3 day/2 night package 

$4 1 O per person 

dbl. occupancy 

tax & gratuity not 
included. 2 tank dives each day. 
Daily trips Mon. thru Fri. - 11:00 a.m. Saturday 
and Sunday trips - 8:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Twi- 
light trips - Wednesday 6:00 p.m. Night trips - 
Friday and Saturday 7:30 p.m. Special trips 
(groups) upon request. 


* 63’ Coast Guard Certified Dive Vessel 
(certified for 46 passengers, Captain, changing 


2 crew) ° Dive platform 18’ x 5’, Two 7’ ladders 
e Full safety gear 

¢ Top line rental gear available 

your tanks e PADI Master Instructor on board 


REEF CRUISER—FISH CITY MARINA 
2629 N. Riverside Dr., Pompano Beach, FL 33062 
South of Hillsboro Inlet off AIA 
(305) 482-6457 


RAMADA INN POMPANO 


e Cafe Hibiscus 
e Mens/ladies Sauna 
¢ Pool © Covered Parking 


e Rental air tanks on board 
¢ 17 cu. ft. minute compressor to fill 


e All Suite Hotel 
e Private Beach Access 
e Full Service Mini-Bars in Rooms 











e Air-conditioned cabin with head for 


TOURIST DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCILS 


ALACHUA COUNTY 
Alachua County Tourist 
Development Council 
P.O. Drawer CC 
Gainesville, FL 32602 
(904) 374-5210 


BAY COUNTY 

Bay County Tourist 
Development Council 
P.O. Box 9416 
Panama City, FL 32407 
(904) 235-2636 


BREVARD COUNTY 
Brevard County Tourist 
Development Council 

2235 North Courtenay Parkway 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 

(305) 453-2211 












RAMADA® HOTELS 
1301 S. Ocean Blvd. 
Pompano Beach, FL 33062 
(305) 943-7001 
1-800-2-RAMADA 
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BROWARD COUNTY 

Ft. Lauderdale Convention 
and Visitors Bureau 

201 Southeast Eighth Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
(305) 765-5508 


CHARLOTTE COUNTY 
Charlotte County Chamber of 
Commerce 

2702 Tamiami Trail 

Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

(813) 627-2222 


PINELLAS COUNTY 

Pinellas County Tourist 
Development Director 

2333 East Bay Drive, Suite 109A 
Clearwater, FL 33546 

(813) 530-6452 


POLK COUNTY 

Economic Development Council 
P.O. Box 1909 

Bartow, FL 33830 

(813) 533-1161, ext. 423 


ST. JOHNS COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 
P.O. Drawer 349 

St. Augustine, FL 32085 

(904) 824-8131, ext. 500 


ST. LUCIE COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 
2300 Virginia Avenue 

Ft. Pierce, FL 33482 

(305) 466-1100, ext. 201 


VOLUSIA COUNTY 
Destination Daytona 
P.O. Box 2775 

Daytona Beach, FL 32015 
(904) 255-0981 


WALTON COUNTY 

Van Butler Realty Co. 

Route 2, Box 830 

Grayton Beach 

Point Washington Beach, FL 32454 
(904) 231-4695 


CITRUS COUNTY 

County Commission and Tourist 
Development Council 

110 North Apopka Street 
Inverness, FL 32650 

(904) 726-8500 


COLUMBIA COUNTY 
Columbia County Chamber 
of Commerce 

15 East Orange Street 

(P.O. Box 566) 

Lake City, FL 32056 

(904) 752-3692 


DADE COUNTY 

Greater Miami Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

Penthouse A 

4770 Biscayne Boulevard 
Miami, FL 33137 

(305) 573-4300 





DUVAL COUNTY 

Jacksonville Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

33 South Hogan Street, Suite 250 
Jacksonville, FL 32202 

(904) 353-9736 


ESCAMBIA COUNTY 

Tourism Administration Committee 
1401 East Gregory Street 

Pensacola, FL 32501 

(904) 434-1234 


FLAGLER COUNTY 
County Administrator 
P.O. Drawer 787 
Bunnell, FL 32010 
(904) 437-2218 


HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 
Tampa/Hillsborough County 
Convention & Visitor Association 
100 South Ashley Drive, Suite 850 
Tampa, FL 33601 

(813) 223-1111 


INDIAN RIVER COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 
1840 25 Street 

Vero Beach, Florida 32960 
(305) 567-8000 


LAKE COUNTY 

Tourist Development Council 
315 West Main Street 
Tavares, FL 32778 

(904) 343-9850 


LEE COUNTY 

Tourist Development Council 
2126 First Street 

Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(813) 335-2631 


MANATEE COUNTY 
Manatee County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau 

P.O. Box 321 

Bradenton, FL 33506 

(813) 746-5989 


MONROE COUNTY 

Tourist Development Council 
P.O. Box 866 

Key West, FL 33041 

(305) 296-2228 


ORANGE COUNTY 

Tourist Development Council 
7680 Republic Drive, Suite 200 
Orlando, FL 32819 

(305) 345-8882 


OSCEOLA COUNTY 
Kissimmee/St. Cloud Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

P.O. Box 2007 

Kissimmee, FL 32742-2007 

(305) 847-5000 


PALM BEACH COUNTY 
Tourist Development Council 
1555 Palm Beach Lakes Boulevard 
Suite 204 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

(305) 471-3995 























Be DISCOVER DIVING 
mes=~_ IN KEY WEST 


\\ @ @ @ 
Explore North America’s Only Living Coral Reef, 
Vacation ON Historical Tours, Shopping & Personal Service 


Includes: SAVVY SNORKELERS: 


e¢ 3 days/2 nights 7 des Uae taL 3 
Coxe let haye S14 45 eens taken” 
¢ Dinner at Top O’ aegis 


cocktail/Tiki Bar Ss 1644 per pers./dbl occ. 

e 2 Breakfasts/Diver’s Box Lunch Stiuieey 
° Old Town Trolley Tour/Discount Additional day or night dives 
Coupons for area attractions and available: $39.50. Resort 
J ate) ks course available. Persona- 
p lized dives on our pri- 


Available Dec. 15-April 31st. vate charter boats 


= : arranged by Reef 
Additional charge for Holidays Raiders Dive 


RAMADA keys’ end Resort ag 


3420 North Roosevelt Bivd. (U.S. 1) Key West, Florida 33040 ( \ 












Operated by Key West Seaspray, Inc. = 
Call Reef Raiders 305-294-0660 a 
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DRY TORTUGAS 
Fla. Key’s Most “Out Island” 


@ Live and dive aboard the 50’ M/V Mirage 
@& Unlimited diving 

® Spearfishing—photography/video 

@&> 3 day trips—8 person max. 


SEASPORTS DIVING 


261 Margaret Street 
Key West, Fla. 33040 
1-800-533-9229 Fla. 305-294-6172 
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_ Good April 15th-Dec. 15th. V jeekends add : $5.00 pp pp 
Piantation Yacht Harbor Resort & Marina 


@ Spacious Accommodations © Total Watersports Rental 

© Restaurant, lounge, nightly live music @® Fresh Water Pool 

e Tiki Bar, Raw Bar & Grill @ Laundromat Co 
@ Full Marina & Ramp ® Complete Banquet and Meeting Facilities | _ 


er eg Center, Box 391, T 
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mon to be the only dive boat on a reef 
and not see another all day long. The 
shallow reefs are typified by massive 
schools of fish and colorful corals and 
sponges. The deeper reefs are flushed 
with the Gulf Stream—usually bringing 
with it larger pelagics. 

Florida’s Lower Keys, however, are not 
without their share of sunken artificial 
wrecks/reefs. Perhaps the most popular 
of the Key West wrecks is the Cayman 
Salvager. The 180 foot steel hulled for- 
mer buoy tender sits upright in 90 feet of 
water. It was sunk intentionally as an arti- 
ficial reef in April 1985. The wreck has 
large schools of congregating fish that 
shroud its decks and are easily photo- 
graphed. The wreck sits in the Gulf 
Stream and, as a result, currents can be 
challenging. However, when conditions 
are right, it is fascinating to explore. 

The Curb is a much deeper wreck and 
one that requires more advanced under- 
water skills. The former salvage tug rests 
at 185 feet. 

In only 35 feet of water, the Alexander 
is the shallowest of the Key West wrecks. 
It sits solemnly on the gulf side of the is- 


FLA. KEYS DIVE PACKAGE 


3 days at BUDDY’S DIVE SHOP © 
3 nights at 


Chesapeake ‘C) of Whale Warbor 
FROM 


$479°0 





1-800-223-4707 


National 


1-800-367-4707 


Florida 
P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, FLa. 33036 


Home of the ONLY 
Full Day Dive Trip 


“SCUBA SAFARI” 


Free lunch & refreshments 
served on board 
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land, five miles west of the navigational 
buoy. The wreck has been down for more 
than 15 years and, as a result, has accu- 
mulated a fantastic growth of soft corals 
and sponges. The former destroyer es- 
cort was named after the salvor who sank 
her, Chet Alexander. Today, the Alexan- 
der sits broken in half. Her stern section 
is about 150 yards from the bow section 
and is home to Atlantic spadefish, pork- 
fish, groupers, grunts and snappers. 

The Marquesas are about 35 miles 
west of Key West. They have countless 
numbers of historical shipwrecks and 
fringing coral reefs yet to be explored. 
The Marquesa Keys are the location of 
the famous Spanish galleon wrecks, the 
Atocha and Margarita. 

A bit farther south of the Atocha is a lit- 
tle known area called Cosgrove Shoal. 
This is the western extension of the outer 
edge of the Atlantic reef platform. The 
shoal offers some very exciting diving 
with large fish and sharp drop-offs. Be- 
cause of the distance involved, overnight 
stays or weekend jaunts are required. A 
fast boat can make a one day trip when 
conditions are right. 

Sixty-eight miles from Key West are the 
Dry Tortugas, the home of historic Fort 
Jefferson. This area is rarely dived and is 
accessible only by seaplane or group 
charters. Fort Jefferson Monument is the 
largest masonry fortress in the Western 
Hemisphere. Though the fort never saw 


Learn At The Helm 


Accredited Programs 
¢ Small Boat Handling 


¢ Outboard Marine 
Propulsion 


* Offshore Sailing 








¢ Professional Mariner 
Training 


* Boat & Engine 
Maintenance / Repair 


¢ Recreational Boating } 
Hands-On Instruction 


At Waterfront Campus 
FREE INFORMATION KIT 


“fe 
1-800-225-2841 
Chapman 


In Florida 
SCHOOL J. OF SEAMANSHIP 


¢ Inboard Marine 
Propulsion 











305-283-8130 


4343 S.E. St. Lucie Boulevard, Dept. 

Stuart, Florida 34997 

Where dreams become reality. 

A non-profit educational institution. 
Ae ae me - 


- 
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e Tanks 
pp dbl. occ. ° Wt. belt 
3 day min. e Hotel accom. 


1-800-451-6PAC 
In FL (305) 451-4941 
GARDEN COVE DIVERS 
at Garden Cove Marina 
21 Garden Cove Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 
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action and the massive cannons were 
never fired, it is famous as a prison with 
its most notable inmate being Dr. Samuel 
Mudd. The Dry Tortugas are excellent for 
snorkeling, with many coral reefs grow- 
ing near the walls of the fort. Birdwatch- 
ing is a specialty and these islands have 
the only frigate bird rookery in the U.S. 

As exciting as Key West is underwater, 
topside the island city is a carnival of art- 
ists, playwrights, the rich and famous and 
old salty dogs. Key West has a rich and 
historical past. From pirates and Indians 
to modern day shrimpers, Key West is 
colorful. It is more diverse in post dive at- 
tractions than all the other keys. 

Duval Street is the most active place to 
be with its boutiques, restaurants and lo- 
cal bars with interesting characters. 
Though the island remains part of the 
continental United States, the atmos- 
phere dictates a mood far removed from 
most any other place you may have ex- 
perienced. A combination of Sausalito, 
California, the New Orleans French Quar- 
ter, St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands or 
some lost civilization waiting to be dis- 
covered, Key West is exciting. 

The only way to top off a successful 
day of diving is to drive down to Mallory 
Square at the end of Duval Street and en- 
joy the famous Key West sunset. | re- 
member the first time | watched this is- 
land ritual. The Atlantic waters first turned 
one hundred shades of iridescent blue. 
As the enormous yellow sun neared the 
horizon, the gathering crowd quieted to 
listen for the hiss of the sun as it touched 
the ocean. Everyone was caught up in 
the moment as the last glitter of sun slow- 
ly disappeared, leaving behind a ghostly 
glow of pale pink and blue sky. 


CONCLUSION 

Florida is a diverse state—rich in heri- 
tage, famous for its beaches, praised for 
its culture and well traveled because of 
its warm and friendly people. From the 
emerald waters and sugar-sand beaches 
of the Panhandle, to the crystal clear 
spring waters of the interior, south along 
the Gold Coast mansions of Palm Beach 
to the neon glitter of Miami, to the tropical 
ambiance of the Keys, Florida has 
enough diving and vacation adventure for 
you and your family for a lifetime. 

Additional information can be obtained 
in an informative Florida Vacation Guide 
booklet listing most of the state’s tourist 
attractions. Write to Florida Division of 
Tourism, Visitor Inquiry Section, 126 Van 
Buren Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301. > 


Dive the blue waters of the Bahamas aboard 
the “M/V Dream Too.” 60’ of air-conditioned 
comfort. The alternative to large crowds! 


7/Days 6/Nights=$715 @ 15-18 Dives! 
3/Meals a Day! Tanks and Wt. Belts! 
Group Prices on Request! 
Join the “Dream Team!” 


305-723-9312 P.O. Box 327 1-Indialantic, FL 32903 
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Full Lycra Action 
Body Suits With or 
Without Zipper 


$ 
Still only 


25 


Each 


for a Limited Time Only 





WHY SUCH A GOOD PRICE? 


his is Our way to introduce ourselves to 

you, the Diver. At Sport Europa we manu- 

facture all our garments, so the item you 
buy goes directly from our factory to your doorstep, 
this way we bypass the middleman and pass the 
savings on to you. Now is your chance to get top 
quality garments at a fraction of the cost. Satisfac- 
tion guaranteed or your money back. 


THE LYCRA ACTION BODY SUIT: 

sed under your wetsuit or by itself in 

warmer water, these suits provide warmth, 

protection from coral cuts, jelly fish stings, 
abrasion and sunburn. They also make you look 
great while providing full freedom of movement. 
They are available with a full front zipper and con- 
trasting shoulder panels or in a cross over chest 
model with side stripes. Made with 4 way stretch 
Dupont Antron®Lycra. 


They come ina wide variety of colors as shown here 
and sizes Small, Medium, Large. 


Order Yours Today 





CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-327-7031 
In Fla. (305) 821-4000 
Mon.-Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
Sat: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
(Fla. residents add 5% Sales Tax) 
If you are ordering through the mail send check or M.O. 
plus $3.50 shipping. 


por 
ropa 
BS 8 Pes 7871 NW 15th Street 
Cl tra . Miami, FL 33126 
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tls Coral Sea is a vast expanse 
of pristine ocean that remains un- 
touched by commercialism, tourism or 
development. Lying about 100 miles be- 
yond the Great Barrier Reef, this remote, 
unpopulated zone of the South Pacific is 
the home of one-half ton marlin, 16 foot 
manta rays, 600 pound Queensland 
groupers, schools of Pacific barracuda, 
whales, sharks and more. Hard corals 
grow in mass profusion and soft corals 
bloom in a riot of colors. 

Perched on the edge of this vast ocean 
is Bougainville Reef, the Coral Sea's 
closest atoll to the Australian coast. It has 
become a popular choice among live- 
aboard dive boat skippers because of its 
proximity and marvelous undersea life. 
The eight hour sail from the outer edge of 
the Barrier Reef is like stepping through 
a looking glass into an Alice in Wonder- 
land of magnificent corals and fish life. 

Bougainville Reef lies 120 miles north- 
east of Cairns, Australia’s diving capital 
on the North Queensland coast. Divers 
can actually fly directly into Cairns from 
the United States on Qantas, Australia’s 
Official flag carrier. Qantas 747 jumbo 
jets depart from Los Angeles or San 
Francisco and connect with the Cairns 
flight in Honolulu. 

Bougainville is on the same latitude as 
Cooktown. It is only 80 miles from the 
outer edge of the Great Barrier Reef. 
Live-aboard dive boats generally com- 
bine a Bougainville trip with diving along 
the Ribbons Reefs on the Great Barrier 
Reef. The trip from the Ribbons to Bou- 
gainville takes about eight hours. The 
cruise is generally done at night, depart- 
ing the Ribbons after dinner. Guests 
awake the next morning at the dive site. 

Bougainville is one of the smallest of 
the major Coral Sea atolls. It is tiny in 
comparison to Osprey, Holmes or Mari- 
on, yet it still offers several miles of virgin 
reefs. Somewhat circular in shape, Bou- 
gainville represents the tiny tip of a sub- 
merged mountain that rises thousands of 
feet from the ocean floor. The waters sur- 
rounding Bougainville range from 2,000- 
6,000 feet in depth. As a result, the un- 
derwater visibility averages 200 feet. 
These crystalline seas are unblemished 
by rain runoff, rivers or pollution. And, 
Bougainville’s tightly packed corals filter 
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the ocean clean of any floating plankton 
or algae. 

Bougainville’s major attractions are 
several spectacular drop-offs. These ver- 
tical walls are adorned with incredibly 
large soft corals—some measuring six 
feet long. The delicate formations, jut out 
from the wall, as their intricate web of fil- 
ter feeding branches attempt to catch mi- 
croscopic food in the current. 

Also growing out from the vertical 
drop-offs are black coral formations the 
size of Christmas trees! Some are 6-10 
feet tall, with their spreading white 
branches looking much like snow cov- 
ered pines. And, as divers hover off the 
wall shooting U/W photos of the corals, 
they are likely to see a giant manta ray 
glide past. All types of large pelagics 
cruise along Bougainville’s drop-offs. The 
most frequently seen are schooling jacks, 
tuna, sharks and Pacific barracudas. 





Bougainville Reef is on the edge of the 
Coral Sea nearest Australia. Both the 
Coralita (below) and Reef Explorer (left) 
can carry 12 passengers to this atoll. 


The shallow coral gardens of Bougain- 
ville can be equally fascinating. These 
are some of the most beautiful in the Cor- 
al Sea. Dozens of different coral species 
are tightly packed together and provide 
protective homes for all kinds of exotic 
creatures. There are hundreds of fish 
cleaning stations where tropical reef fish 
wait patiently for shrimp and wrasse to 
pick off their parasites. 

Night diving at Bougainville is another 
adventure that should not be missed. The 
coral polyps are outstretched and feed- 
ing. Dozens of lionfish (called butterfly 
cod) come out of hiding and can be easi- 
ly photographed. 

Still another key attraction of Bougain- 
ville is the wreck of the Antonio Teraboc- 
chi, an Italian freighter that crashed into 
the reef. The broken hulk lies in 20-60 
feet of water and is loaded with fish life. 
(Continued on Page 110) 
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eorge Washington visited the Baha- 
mas in the late 1700s and lyrically 
referred to them as the “Isles of Perpet- 
ual June.’’ The description was an apt al- 
lusion to the magnificent climate of 
these islands, with year-round warm 
weather and only a 12°F variation be- 
tween the warmest and coldest month. 
Even though it’s hard to imagine George 
Washington in shorts and a flowered 
tropical shirt, given his experience with 
winter at Valley Forge, those few idyllic 
moments spent lounging along a sun 
baked beach or lolling in the warm, gen- 
tle surf must have been special, indeed. 
How surprised Washington would be 
today to realize the Bahamas are among 
the most accessible vacation destina- 
tions in the world, either by boat or by air. 
He would have been amazed by the pro- 
liferation of resort hotels, from luxury 
highrises to the quaint, charming guest- 
houses. Tourism has developed as the 
leading industry of the Bahamas, em- 
ploying nearly three-quarters of the na- 
tion’s population and generating much of 
its revenue. If George Washington could 
visit the Bahamas now, he would see 
modern cities beyond his wildest fantasy 
in Nassau and Freeport, but he would al- 
so see crystalline waters and miles of 
serene beach unchanged by the pas- 
sage of time. 
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The most astonishing development 
might be the modern marvel known as 
scuba diving. A whole industry has 
evolved to take air breathing terrestrials 
beneath the magnificent tropical seas of 


the Bahamas to explore a colorful, excit- | 


ing and alien universe. Assuming the 
buoyancy from his wooden teeth did not 
provide too great an impediment, this 
safe and easy access to the world be- 
neath the Bahamas’ sea might have 
proved the greatest miracle of all, were 
time travel possible for the founding fa- 
ther of the United States. 

The Bahamas are a collection of more 
than 700 islands and countless islets and 
charted rock formations scattered across 
a picturesque aquamarine ocean of more 
than 100,000 square miles. Of these 700 
islands, fewer than 30 sustain inhabitants 
and only 20 can be construed as devel- 
oped. In fact, New Providence, which is 
among the smallest of the populated is- 
lands, contains 65 percent of the popula- 
tion, most of whom live in the nation’s 
capital city of Nassau. Grand Bahama, 
and its major city Freeport, account for 
another 15 percent of the population. The 
remaining 20 percent may be found scat- 
tered throughout the Family Islands in 
pockets of settlement, primarily on An- 
dros, the Abacos, Eleuthera, Long Island 
and the Biminis. 

The entire population of the Bahamas 
is estimated at less than 250,000, as 
compared to more than 2.5 million for- 
eign arrivals each year. The proximity 
and ease of travel to the Bahamas is one 
of the major attractions for North Ameri- 
can tourists. With the nearest of the Baha- 
mas within 50 miles of the Florida coast- 
line, both air and sea travel are practical 
and recent estimates Suggest that some 
95 percent arrive by air while 45 percent 
come by sea. 

Air travelers will find connections to 
Nassau and Freeport quite easy and in- 
expensive from major gateways in the 
eastern U.S. and Canada, with at least 
eight major airlines and a number of 
smaller commuter airlines providing daily 
service. The Family Islands are also well 
served by direct charter and commuter 
flights from Ft. Lauderdale and Miami tn- 
ternational airports, as well as by con- 
necting flights from Nassau and Freeport. 
At present, there are direct scheduled air 
departures into the Bahamas from doz- 
ens of major cities including Miami, Ft. 
Lauderdale, New York, Chicago, Atlanta, 
Orlando, Tampa, Boston, St. Louis, Kan- 
sas City, Los Angeles, Hartford, Provi- 
dence, Washington, D.C., Cleveland, 
Montreal, Toronto and London. Clearly, 
no other dive destination offers the num- 
ber of direct air transit options that are 
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available in the Bahamas. 


The sea occupies nearly 20 times the 
surface area of the land in the Bahamas. 
With such a massive and spectacular nat- 
ural resource offshore, it is not surprising 
that boat transportation has developed as 
both a form of commerce and recreation. 
There are more than one dozen cruise 
lines plying Bahamian routes, with Nas- 
sau being the most frequent destination. 
Freeport and the Family Islands are being 








included on the itineraries with greater 
frequency these days. Live-aboard dive 
boats departing from Miami, Miami 
Beach and Ft. Lauderdale are an interest- 
ing travel option for tourists wishing to 
maximize their in-water dive time. 
Yachtsmen have long regarded the Ba- 
hamas as a prime cruising ground. The 
nearest of the islands, Bimini, only 42 
nautical miles from the Miami seabuoy, is 
just a two hour cruise for a moderately 
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The Bahamas. 
When you get down to it, no other place 
gives YOU as many divin g expe riences, 


Historic wrecks. Drift-diving along eS 
the Continental Shelf. Magnificent § Sevens 
marine life. Visibility up to 200 feet. 
The challenge of blue hole diving. 
Spectacular drop-ofts. Brilliant coral reefs ites canvolis. 
Discovering countless “critters.” 100,000 square miles of 
uncrowded ocean. A different place to dive every day. 
Just off the Florida coast. 
a. Aveo “T'S all there in The Bahamas. 


—@ . Chub Cay 
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Dive Inn to the Holiday Inn Beach 
Resort and find out why there’ S 


more to a Bahamas 


diving vacation than fe 


just diving. 
3 DIVES A DAY 


This special package includes up to three 
different boat dives per day, plus night dives. 
This is “hassle-free” diving at its finest. 

The program is based at the Holiday Inn, 
Freeport/Lucaya Beach Resort. It’s one of 
the most popular resort hotels in the entire 
Caribbean, located on a gorgeous white 
sand beach on Grand Bahama Island. These 
are real quality accommodations with air 
conditioning and full American television. 
As Holiday Inn says, “No Surprises.’ 


LOTS OF ACTIVITIES 
Parasailing, water skiing, sailing, tennis, a 
beautiful swimming pool, three restaurants, 
three bars, a lively disco and dazzling island 


floor show are all available right at your hotel. 


And, you're only five minutes away from an 
action-packed casino, other fine restaurants 
and entertainment. This is one Island that 

gives you a real choice of evening pleasures. 


WORLD’S #1 DIVE 
DESTINATION 
Year after year SKIN DIVE" readers pick 
the Bahamas as the world’s number one dive 
destination. Water clarity, marine life, com- 
fort and convenience are obvious reasons. 


UNEXSO is probably the world’s best 
equipped dive resort. At UNEXSO, you 
will find a great variety of diving, including 
Theo's Wreck at 100 ft., abundant corals 
and fish, and a gorgeous shallow reef for 
available light photography. Freeport is only 
20 minutes by jet from Miami. Don’t spend 
your vacation travelling; spend it diving. 


AND NOW-—-LOW PRICE 
4 DAYS/3 NIGHTS 


$263 DOUBLE OCCU PANCY 


$358 single, $242 triple. Non-Divers deduct $159. 


eee a: 7 NIGHTS 
ERS 
$520 DOUBLE OCCUPANCY 


$744 single, $470 triple. Non-Divers deduct $278. 


Prices per person include all necessary taxes 
and gratuities at the destination. Rates 
effective 4/17/88 - 12/14/88. 


FOR RESERVATIONS 


information, and winter rates, see your 
Travel Agent or call toll free: 


1-800-992-DIVE 


IN FLORIDA: (305) 761-7679 
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fast power boat. Within this extensive 
system of islands there are scores of ma- 
rinas and perhaps thousands of seclud- 
ed, protected and beautiful anchorages. 
With just day trips and short overnight ex- 
cursions it is possible to island hop 
throughout the Bahamas with an infinite 


variety of aquatic adventure. 


The formalities of customs and immi- 
gration within the Bahamas are fairly 
straightforward as is befitting a country 
that so enthusiastically embraces tourism 
as a primary industry. United States citi- 
zens are not required to present passport 
or visa if the stay is limited to eight 
months or less. A birth certificate or vot- 
ers registration card is adequate. Visi- 
tors from Canada and the United King- 
dom also do not need passports or visas 
for visits up to three weeks and can use 
birth certificates or medical cards if pre- 
ferred. Citizens of all other countries are 
required to carry passports. 

Bahamas Port of Entry stations may be 
found in the Abacos, Andros, the Berry 
Islands, Bimini, Cat Cay, Eleuthera, Exu- 
ma, Grand Bahama, New Providence, 
san Salvador and Long Island. Once ad- 
mitted to the country via the Port of Entry, 
travel within the country is ‘unrestricted. A 
departure tax will be collected when visi- 
tors leave the Bahamas; this is $5 for 
adults and $2.50 for each child under 12, 
with infants exempted. All bags are sub- 
ject to inspection when entering the 
country but an oral declaration is usually 
sufficient. As is expected of foreign trav- 
el, prohibited articles include nonpre- 
scription drugs and narcotics, firearms 
and animals without a permit from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. 

Travelers with large collections of cam- 
era gear may meet with greater scrutiny. 
Customs officials want assurance that 
gear is not intended for resale within the 
islands, thereby circumventing applicable 
import duties. It is a good idea to pre-reg- 
ister photo equipment and expensive 
jewelry with U.S. Customs before en- 
tering the country. | have found the office 
of Bahamas Sports Information at (800) 
32-SPORT most helpful in terms of dive 
travel information. This office is invalu- 
able when planning an extensive photo- 
journalistic tour of the islands. 

Once within the Bahamas there is a re- 
freshing flavor of a foreign country, but it 
is not so different as to be intimidating. 
For example, the language is English, al- 
though occasionally rendered with an ini- 
tially confusing West Indian inflection. 
The currency, the Bahamian dollar, is 
held at exact parity with the U.S. dollar. 
Both currencies are accepted inter- 
changeably throughout the country. The 





Peter Hughes at “Runway” 


Dive South Ocean. Experience wilderness diving just 
offshore of the finest daytime activities the fabulous 
Bahamas have to offer. Divi Bahamas Beach Resort 
& Country Club and Peter Hughes Dive South 
Ocean are located on the secluded southwestern 
shore of Nassau’s New Providence Island. Gorgeous 
beaches and rolling countryside border this complete 
dive resort featuring an official Hi-Fly windsurfing school, 
pool, lighted tennis complex and 18-hole golf course... 
everything for the diver, snorkeler, and non-diver, alike! 

Now you can dive the spectacular drop-offs of the 
dramatic longue of the Ocean, underwater film loca- 
tions of James Bond, Jaws IV. Cocoon, and Splash! And, 
you're assured of the same standards of safety, comfort 
and dependability you've come to expect from the 
other Peter Hughes dive operations located throughout 
the Caribbean. For reservations call 300-367-3484 or 
see your dive travel professional. 


a Serer sam Diving Divi Resorts 


All underwater photos were taken within 20 minutes of our diveshop. 
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time zone is the same as Miami or New 
York, i.e. Eastern Standard Time from 
late October through April and Daylight 
Savings Time for the rest of the year. 
Even the electrical service in the Baha- 
mas is the same 110 volts, 60 cycles as 
is standard in the U.S. However, on some 
of the Family Islands, it might be provided 
by a generator that may experience an 
occasional power surge or may not oper- 
ate 24 hours per day. 

The weather patterns for the Bahamas 
follow the two primary seasons, winter 
and summer. While the temperature is 
warm and pleasant year-round, the Baha- 
mian winter (mid-November to mid-April) 
typically boasts daytime high tempera- 
tures between 70-80°F. In the summer 
(mid-April through mid-November) the 
average range is from 80-90°F. The sun 
shines nearly every day and if tropical 
showers do strike, they are usually of 
short duration. If a more severe tropical 
storm is to strike, it will likely come some- 
time between June and November with 
August, September and October repre- 
senting the highest risk months. Statisti- 
cally, even the high risks of hurricane 
season in the Bahamas are not particu- 
larly high. Historically, severe storms 
strike land in this area only about once 
every nine years. 

So, when is the best time to visit the 
Bahamas? There are two schools of 
thought. In the winter, when ice and snow 
blanket the northlands, the Bahamas are 
beautifully warm and sunny. This is the 
high season for general tourism here. 
And, while the air temperatures remain 
balmy, the water temperature will drop 
from the 82-85°F range typical of the 
summer to the 70-76°F range of the win- 
ter. The seas are more likely to be affect- 
ed by wind chop in the winter and water 
clarity will not be as good as it is in sum- 
mer. However, the overall aspect of a 
winter vacation in the Bahamas is quite 
alluring, especially when considered as 
an escape from the prevailing frigid con- 
ditions found elsewhere. 

Summer, on the other hand, brings 
seas that are constantly calm and warm, 
blessed with U/W visibility well in excess 
of 100 feet in most places. The heat of the 
day is moderated by a slight cooling 
trade wind and the ocean is refreshingly 
attractive. Hotel rates are often better 
bargains in the summer ‘“‘low’’ season, 
even though diving conditions are con- 
sistently better. In terms of when it is best 
to visit the Bahamas, both winter and 
summer vacations have tremendous ap- 
peal. Perhaps the answer, given the rea- 
sonable air fares and access of the is- 
lands, is to consider both summer and 
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winter vacations. 

The Bahamas are difficult to describe 
or categorize, either above or below the 
surface of the sea, owing to the tremen- 
dous diversity inherent within this vast na- 
tion of islands. With more than 500 miles 
of latitude separating the northernmost is- 
lands from those in the south, climate and 
prevailing sea conditions will differ to an 


extent. Basic diving conditions may also. 


vary since some islands may be near the 
Gulf Stream, others near the Tongue of 
the Ocean or others bordered by the 
Great Bahama Bank (or some combina- 
tion thereof). Some islands are hilly, lush 
and verdant while others are predomi- 
nantly flat and arid. Some islands feature 
sophisticated urban centers of population 
with highrise resort hotels, international 
banking and duty free shopping. Devel- 
opment on other islands may only consist 
of a grass airstrip and perhaps a rustic 
fishing camp. There is a collective entity 
known as the Bahamas, but there is no 
single ‘‘Bahamas.”’ To select a dive desti- 
nation within the islands requires a care- 
ful analysis of what is available and then 
matching this information to individual va- 
cation needs. The following summary of 
the nation’s dive options is intended to fa- 
cilitate that choice. 


NEW PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 
The island is New Providence, but the 
major center of population and capital of 


the Bahamas is Nassau. They are in no 
way synonymous, yet are often confused. 
The island is 21 miles long by 7 miles 
wide and much of it is flat with a ridge of 
low hills along the north coast. New Prov- 
idence has a diverse topography with the 
eastern end of the island mainly bordered 
by rocky shore, while the southern coast 
is a flat, swampy area and western New 
Providence is cloaked in pine forest. The 
main centers of diving activity occur in 
Nassau, Lyford Cay and Coral Harbour. 

Nassau is a bustling city of commerce 
and government. It is so bustling that traf- 
fic can be a major problem on some of 
the busy downtown thoroughfares during 
the week. Banking is serious business 
with more than 400 banks established in 
Nassau according to the Bahamas’ strict 
bank secrecy laws. With the frequent 
cruise ship arrivals, Bay Street often 
seems awash in a sea of humanity, for it 
is here the largest selection of shops is 
found. With no sales tax and minimal im- 
port duties on European perfume, English 
bone china, Irish linens, Swiss watches 
and German and Japanese cameras, Ba- 
hamas shopping can be a bargain hunt- 
er’s dream. Note that not every merchant 
will choose to pass the savings on to the 
consumer. Comparison shopping for 
prices of the same merchandise back 
home is a good preparation for a Baha- 
mas shopping spree. 

Nassau and nearby Paradise Island 
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In 1965, that was the announcement. The dive operation was the 
Underwater Explorers Society, UNEXSO. It has become a legend, 
located in Lucaya, Grand Bahama Island. In 1987 Lucaya has 
become a destination of its own. Earlier visitors are returning fora 
pleasant surprise. What do the authorities say today? “UNEXSO is 
the most sophisticated and best equipped diving facility in The 
Bahamas; and in fact, the world.” — Paul Tzimoulis, publisher, Skin 
Diver Magazine. 


Lucaya is located on 2 miles of the finest white coral sand beach on 
Grand Bahama Island and has a choice of quality hotels and great 
diving packages. No other Caribbean destination has a luxurious 
20,000 square foot casino like the Lucayan Beach Resort & Casino, 
right on the beach. 


As an introduction to the new Lucaya, UNEXSO will give you a 
certificate for a FREE DIVE if you call or write in reference to this ad. 
The free dive certificate is non-transferable, is good for one year 
and limited to one per customer. 

Compare diving destinations. Call or write for our Dive Destination 
Checklist and color brochures, and we'll send you a certificate fora 
FREE DIVE on the beautiful Grand Bahama Reef. Discover the new 
Lucaya! 


Dive package rates start from $159 per person double occupancy. 
For Dive Package Information and Reservations Call Toll Free 
1-800-992-DIVE. Florida (305) 761-7679. Bahamas (809) 373-1244 
or write: P.O. Box 5608, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33310 
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and Cable Beach feature lavish highrise 
hotels, collectively offering thousands of 
hotel rooms, casinos and cabaret shows 
as well as a full complement of water- 
sports. Dive services for guests of the ho- 
tels in this area may be provided by oper- 
ators in the downtown area such as BA- 
HAMA DIVERS, SEA & SKI SPORTS or 
SUN DIVERS; or may be accommodated 
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by the courtesy bus service that will 
transfer divers to the western end of the 
island to dive with STUART COVE’S 
NASSAU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES or 
OVE, DIVE, DIVE. 

The downtown dive operators have 
built strong businesses by offering resort 
course and full scuba instruction pro- 
grams, and by primarily diving the areas 
in the vicinity of Nassau that are relatively 
short boat rides from their docks. Cruise 
ship customers are frequently accommo- 
dated on these boats as well and since 
most of the clientele has limited experi- 
ence, the dives are not terribly challeng- 
ing. The natural coral reefs are relatively 
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For further information on the Bahamas, see ‘your travel . 
agent or the Bahamas Tourist Office nearest you. 


shallow and have hosted thousands of 
divers over the years. 

One of the favorites is not a reef at all, 
but the wreck of the Mahoney, a 212 foot 
freighter sunk in 45 feet of water as the 
result of the 1929 hurricane. Here the fish 
are used to being handfed and are tame. 


An exciting new addition to the Nassau 


dive scene occurred as the harbor was 
cleaned up, creating four more intention- 
ally sunk shipwrecks that have been add- 
ed to the daily dive itinerary. Sunk in only 
40-80 feet of water, these steel hulled 
freighters will become more interesting 
artificial reefs every year. 

Stuart Cove’s Nassau Undersea Ad- 
ventures is in Lyford Cay, an exclusive 
enclave of majestic homes and luxury on 
the western tio of New Providence, just 
20 minutes from downtown Nassau. Un- 
dersea Adventures features dive/lodging 
packages with the comfortably secluded 
ORANGE HILL BEACH INN and 11 other 
island hotels and offers a bus pick-up 
service at any of the others. A call to Nas- 
sau Undersea Adventures will arrange 
courtesy transport to the dockside dive 
shop and passage aboard one of three 
custom boats to the spectacular dive 
sites so very near offshore. 

The dive fleet includes a 40 foot cus- 
tom twin diesel flattop, a 30 foot diesel V- 
hull and a 25 foot Mako twin outboard 
used for specialty charters and interis- 
land dive excursions. All three boats are 
equipped with tank racks and extended 
ladders with dive platforms. A fourth boat 
has just joined the fleet, a venerable 60 
foot steel hulled single diesel craft that is 
being renovated. 

With twin compressors, guest gear 
storage lockers, a large complement of 
modern dive gear, retail center, underwa- 
ter photo program and a staff of ten, in- 
cluding six instructors, Nassau Undersea 
Adventures is a very complete dive oper- 
ation. It is also one that has enjoyed a 
great deal of repeat business from the 
Hollywood underwater film community. 
According to owner Stuart Cove, ‘‘Nas- 
sau Undersea Adventures is part of a 
support group that provides logistical aid 
and assistance to major TV and motion 
picture studios. But, that is not our day-to- 
day business—recreational diving is. It is 
comforting to know the same profession- 
alism and underwater know-how that has 
attracted Hollywood is available to the 
sport diver. 

The newest dive option on New Provi- 
dence comes from a reliable and well re- 


spected source. PETER HUGHES DIVING |. 


and Divi Hotel Corporation have once 
again collaborated to create DIVE 
SOUTH OCEAN AT DIVI BAHAMAS 
BEACH RESORT AND COUNTRY CLUB. 
At present the hotel is a 120 room com- 
plex with a three year expansion plan that 
includes a casino, time-share con- 
dominiums and perhaps as many as 
1,000 rooms. There is a beautiful 18 hole 
golf course with clubhouse, freshwater 
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When you think of your perfect dive vacation what comes to mind? 
If the answer is anything like a trip that includes: BEAUTIFUL 
CLEAR WATERS, MASSIVE CORAL REEFS TEEMING WITH 
MARINE LIFE, ANCIENT AND MODERN SHIP WRECKS, 
VERTICAL WALLS, LONG WHITE PRIVATE BEACHES, ISLAND 
NIGHT LIFE, STAR STUDDED ROMANTIC EVENINGS, 
GOURMET MEALS, CLEAN A/C PRIVATE 
ACCOMMODATIONS, AND LOTS OF CAREFREE OUT ISLAND 
DIVING, then join us aboard BOTTOM TIME II and let your dream 
come true! 

CONTACT: BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES, INC. 

P.O. Box 11919, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339-1919 

In Fla. Call 305-561-0111; Outside Fla. Call 1-800-345-DIVE 
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swimming pool, a restaurant and bar, gift 
shops and, of course, a dive operation 
that mirrors the efficiency and profession- 
alism of Peter Hughes dive centers 
throughout the Caribbean. 

Under the able direction of Harry Ward, 
who once headed dive operations at 
Spanish Cove and Dive Bonaire, a full 
watersports program has been imple- 
mented. Sailboards, Sunfish and a cata- 
maran may be rented along the majestic 
900 feet of beachfront. A new dive center 
has been erected alongside a canal that 
provides protected dockage for the dive 
boats and quick, easy access to the lee- 
side dive sites just offshore. The boats 
are 39 foot custom fiberglass vessels de- 
signed for diver convenience by Peter 
Hughes with a flying bridge, tank racks, 
dive platform and extended ladders, pro- 
tection from sea spray, and a 350 horse- 
power V-8 diesel, capable of 24 knots, 
providing ample power. Presently, the 
Stenella and Delphinus (genera of dol- 
phin likely to be seen in the waters of 
New Providence) comprise the fleet, but 
as more rooms are added to the hotel, 
more boats will be placed into service. 

The south side of the island is the pre- 
dominant lee, and both Dive South 
Ocean and Nassau Undersea Adventures 
are near the best dive sites. Clifton Wall 
begins in only 45 feet of water and 
plunges vertically to 6,000 feet, typical of 
so many of the Tongue of the Ocean 
drop-offs nearby. Here, huge schools of 
reef fish adorn the high profile corals at 
the top of the wall while orange elephant 
ear and purple tube sponges provide the 
color accents along the descent. Black 
coral is commonly seen and visibility is 
usually quite excellent. 

Sand Chute Wall and Tunnel Wall are 
two more favorites among the dozens of 
drop-offs dived on a regular basis. Sand 
Chute Wall is marked by a large, sandy 
bowl, channeling into a narrow passage 
to the wall. Most guided tours will de- 
scend through the chute and swim east 
along the wall until a 40 foot trawler (in- 
tentionally sunk as a dive attraction) 
looms mysteriously (and precariously) at 
the lip of the drop-off. 

Tunnel Wall begins in only 30 feet of 
water. From 30-80 feet there is a network 
of crevices and tunnels leading from the 
shallow reef to the vertical wall face. For 
wide angle grandeur, this is a magnificent 
wall and the pelagics constantly parading 
by make the dive especially fascinating. 
Hammerhead sharks are occasionally 
spied here while schooling jacks, eagle 
rays and barracudas are predictably 
present. While the wail along the south 
side of the island is comprised mostly of 
sponges and hard corals, Tunnel Wall is 
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on the north side and more exposed to 
the prevailing winds. It features more soft 
corals, gorgonians and colorful seafans. 

One of my favorite dives is the shallow 
coral garden at Goulding Cay. With a 25 
foot maximum depth and many glorious 
stands of elkhorn coral coming up to the 
surface, Goulding Cay has been featured 
in many films, including most recently, 
For Your Eyes Only. Fish life is abundant, 
but it is the acres of pristine coral that are 
most impressive. Given the fragile nature 
of the staghorn and elkhorn corals here, 
divers must be most careful. 

The James Bond films have contribut- 
ed fascinating underwater props to be 
enjoyed by future sport divers. There still 
remain the tangled, encrusted ribbing of 
an airplane from Thunderball and, near- 
by, the upright 100 foot freighter known 
as the Tears of Allah, which was the site 
of the underwater shark encounter in 
Never Say Never Again. The Runway is 
a naturally occurring phenomenon 
wherein a 40 foot sand bottom hosts doz- 
ens of tame southern stingrays as easy to 
approach and photograph as if they were 
Hollywood extras. 


GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT 

Next to Nassau and Paradise Island, 
Grand Bahama is the most frequently vis- 
ited tourist destination in the Bahamas. 
There is good reason for the island's 
popularity. With miles of sandy beach, a 
wide variety of comfortable hotel accom- 
modations, gambling casinos and caba- 
ret shows, tennis, golf, watersports of 
every nature, duty free shopping and su- 
perior airline and cruise ship connec- 
tions, Freeport is currently enjoying an 
exciting surge of development. 

Freeport originated as the project of 
Wallace Groves, a Virginia financier, who 
fancied the proximity of Grand Bahama to 
the mainland U.S., the large reserves of 
ground water and the immense stands of 
timber to feed his lumber interests. He 
negotiated the Hawksbill Creek Agree- 
ment with the government in 1955 and re- 
ceived concessions on the importation of 
duty free material and freedom from taxa- 
tion of any kind. He signed a lease pur- 
chase agreement for 50,000 acres and, 
in return, built a deepwater harbor, en- 
couraged industry and agreed to signifi- 
cantly underwrite the necessary govern- 
ment services. The grand experiment in 
Grand Bahama gradually progressed as 
industry on the island matured, but in the 
1960s the development of tourism point- 
ed the way to the island’s future. On New 
Year's Eve 1963 the luxury LUCAYAN 
BEACH HOTEL opened with Freeport’s 
first gambling casino. Another propitious 
gamble that occurred the same year con- 
cerned the fledgling sport of scuba div- 
ing. A group of adventurous entrepre- 
neurs established the Underwater Explor- 
ers Society (UNEXSO) in Freeport and 
initiated many of the sport diving and scu- 
ba instruction innovations we enjoy even 
now, 25 years later. 


UNEXSO operates its primary dive 
center in Freeport and a branch facility at 
the Jack Tar Village on the West End of 
Grand Bahama. The Freeport complex 
features a modern retail center, spacious 
classrooms for the instructional programs 
always in session, a newly refurbished 18 
foot deep training tank, a shallow fresh- 
water swimming pool, guest gear storage 
lockers and a very complete underwater 
photo center devoted both to still under- 
water and video imagery. The Tide's Inn 
restaurant and bar is conveniently above 
the retail center and is especially popular 
as an aprés dive gathering spot. 

The UNEXSO/Freeport dive fleet con- 
sists of the 30 foot Explorer //, 40 foot Ex- 
plorer |, 42 foot Biene and the 27 foot Rio 
Rita. All four vessels are diesel powered 
fiberglass V-hulls and, of course, they are 
well equipped for diver comfort and con- 
venience with tank racks, dive platforms 
with extended ladders and spacious aft 
dive decks. UNEXSO/West End is also 
served by a 30 foot dive boat, the Easy 
Diver. In both locations the boats are 
docked close to the compressors and 
gear storage areas as a further conven- 
ience to traveling divers and staff. 

Two exciting innovations have been in- 
troduced at UNEXSO within the past 
year. Shark Shot Reef is in 45 feet of 
water and is the home of two of the sea’s 
most feared predators, the prehistoric 
hammerhead and sleek and deadly mako 
shark. Only here at Shark Shot Reef the 
peril is fantasy, for these sharks are spe- 
cially constructed fiberglass life-sized 
models tethered to the seabed with 
monofilament line. The intent is to provide 
a little comic relief—lighthearted under- 
water photo props to supplement an im- 
pressive array of natural reefs and 
wrecks off Freeport. 

The Dolphin Experience is an ambi- 
tious project whereby UNEXSO divers 
will one day be able to swim with trained 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphins in the open 
ocean. At present, the six dolphins are 
being trained in a holding pen in the 
ocean adjacent to the boat docks so div- 
ers can observe the training proce- 
dures—or participate. During a recent vis- 
it to UNEXSO | had the opportunity to 
swim with and photograph these intelli- 
gent marine mammals and find it to be an 
incredibly satisfying experience. When 
the day comes for the ocean release pro- 
gram to be implemented, the Dolphin Ex- 
perience will be one of sport diving’s 
most thrilling opportunities. 

Other areas of particular diver interest 
around Freeport include Theo’s Wreck, 
a 230 foot steel freighter intentionally 
sunk as a diver attraction and now lying 
on her port side in 100 feet of water. Re- 
cently, this wreck has gained consider- 
able marine growth and the colorful 
sponges, corals and gorgonians provide 
habitats for an ever-increasing number of 
fish. Less grand, but still impressive, is 
the wreck of the Jose in just 50 feet of 
water. While [heo’s sits on the edge of 
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the continental shelf, the Jose is on a 


dense medium depth reef and has al- 
ready attracted thousands of baitfish, as 
well as jacks, groupers, snappers and 
other predators of the food chain. 

The coral reefs off Freeport have or- 
ganized along deep, medium and shal- 
low depth shelves, and UNEXSO will dive 
all three depth levels as well as the 
wrecks as part of its three times daily 
schedule of boat departures. Inland blue 
holes and caverns are also part of the 
dive itinerary. Recently, one of the 
world’s most beautiful underwater cave 
systems, Ben’s Cave, has been reo- 
pened on a very limited basis by the Ba- 
hamas National Trust. A signup board 
helps facilitate the dive of choice and, all 
considered, UNEXSO carries out its tre- 
mendous instructional and resort diving 
load with model efficiency. 

The UNEXSO dive center at JACK TAR 
VILLAGE serves a dual role. Not only 
does it stand alone as the gateway to the 
exceptional dive sites of West End such 
as Memory Rock, Sherwood Forest, 
the Sugar Wreck and Shark Reef, but 









sites and various depths. 
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Call for special dive packages. 
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lice and easy. 
ice and close. _ 


Small. . . private. . .one-resort isla 


Close, safe and currentless gin-clear water of the Upper Bahamas Barrier Reef. 
An overwhelming profusion of friendly fish and colorful corals at numerous 


Home of Aqualife, the world’s ONLY marine aquarium fish hatchery and 
Superb accommodations, dining, deep water marina, tennis and secluded beaches. 


Close. Safe. No problems. No hassles. 


oe WaLKER'SS Ca 


(305) 522-1469, U.S. Toll Free (800) 327-3714, Fla. Toll Free (800) 432-2092 


the reciprocity privileges between the 
Freeport and West End facilities assure 
the very best of Grand Bahama diving is 
available to UNEXSO divers, regardless 
of where they choose to stay. 


FAMILY ISLANDS 

Formerly known as the ‘‘Out Islands,”’ 
the Family Islands of the Bahamas are re- 
mote, mysterious and engagingly beaulti- 
ful. For much of the nation’s history, trav- 
el and communication among these is- 
lands was difficult and tied to the vaga- 
ries of ocean travel. To sail from Miami to 
Bimini took 12 hours and several days 
were necessary to travel from Nassau to 
Long Island. Today’s faster boats signifi- 
cantly reduce the crossing times, but the 
era of modern travel to the Bahamas was 
introduced in 1919 when Arthur Burns 
“Pappy” Chalk began piloting a three 
seat Stinson Voyager and a Curtiss HS- 
2L floatplane between the Bahamas and 
Miami. CHALK’S is still flying today to 
either Bimini, Cat Cay or Paradise Island 
and its perfect safety record reflects the 
thrill it is to ‘‘fly a legend.”’ The BAHAMA- 
SAIR familiar blue and yellow Hawker 
Sidley 48 passenger prop planes further 
opened the Family Islands to convenient 
air travel and today are supplemented by 
the wide range of airlines, private and 
charter aircraft that crisscrosses this is- 
land nation. 
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BIMINI 

While the Bahamas are closer to Unit- 
ed States at Bimini than at any other 
point, there is a huge cultural, economic 
and geographic chasm separating the 
two. The Bimini Islands compose a flat 
string extending 28 miles with North Bimi- 
ni at the top, followed by South Bimini, 
Turtle Rocks, Piquet Rocks, Holm Cay, 
North and South Cat Cays, Sandy Cay 
and Ocean Cay. The chief center of pop- 
ulation is Alice Town on North Bimini al- 
though, in itself, that isn’t saying much. 

Alice Town is a rather charming, and 
occasionally raucous, big game fishing 
and diving town, but by no means could 
it be considered urban. The main thor- 
oughfare, optimistically named the King’s 
Highway, is a narrow, dusty lane where 
bars outnumber the shops and marinas 
dominate the seascape. This is a town 
with a long tradition of having fun. Since 
the 1930s the rich and adventurous have 
chosen Bimini as their escape. Ernest 
Hemingway increased public awareness 
of the islands with the publication of /s- 
lands in the Stream. Local Hemingway 
memorabilia is still prominently evident at 
the Compleat Angler Bar and Hotel, a 
lasting testament to the man who wrote, 
drank, fished and brawled through sever- 
al seasons in Bimini. 

Today, fishing and scuba diving are re- 
sponsible for the tourist influx to these is- 
lands. And today, unlike the 1930s, it is 
not only the rich and famous visiting dai- 
ly. Today Bimini is both inexpensive and 
accessible. If it were analyzed, it would 
be the Gulf Stream more than any other 
single factor that has caused the endur- 
ing popularity of these islands for water- 
sports enthusiasts. It is also the Gulf 
Stream that makes the diving in Bimini so 
unlike the conditions in Miami or Ft. Lau- 
derdale only 42 miles to the east. Flowing 
just one mile offshore, the Gulf Stream is 
like a 50 mile wide canyon separating the 
Biminis from the U.S. and through that 
canyon runs an immense underwater riv- 
er of sparkling clarity and rich marine life. 

For divers, this means water clarity of- 
ten in excess of 100 feet; exciting pelagic 
species such as tuna, eagle rays, sharks, 
turtles and jacks cruising by; and rich nu- 
trients to sustain reef dwellers and the 
abundant hard corals and sponges that 
so beautifully decorate shallows offshore. 

Diver services are enthusiastically and 
competently provided by Bill and Nowdla 
Keefe’s BIMIN| UNDERSEA ADVEN- 
TURES. Perhaps a note to clarify is in or- 
der here for divers who have been with 
Bimini Undersea Adventures in the past. 
Bill and Nowdla bought the operation in 
May 1987 from founder and dive industry 
legend Neal Watson. Bill and Nowdla had 
worked with Neal at Bimini in the past 
and, in fact, managed the dive center for 
several years. Now, Bimini Undersea Aq- 
ventures is independently owned, but is 
an affiliate member of NEAL WATSON’S 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, which also 
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of course, Knows Bimini and the diving outfitted with the normal diver accouter- 
there better than anyone—as well as a_ ments, including tank racks, extended 
resident owner/operator team anxious to. dive ladders, marine electronics and a 
improve the professionalism and diver spacious dive deck. 
convenience of the operation. The Humble One is considered a back- 
Among the improvements already insti- up vessel for small groups and is a 32 
tuted is the addition of a new 42 foot twin foot diesel V-hull. All new aluminum 80 
books trips to Andros, Chub Cay and _ diesel dive boat. The Adventurer is U.S. cubic foot tanks have replaced the steel 
Nassau. This gives the advantage of an Coast Guard certified for 32 passengers tanks and new rental gear—including BC 
efficient stateside reservations system (even though Coast Guard certification is jackets, regulators with pressure/depth 
under the direction of Neal Watson—who, unnecessary in Bahamian waters) and is gauges and power inflaters, new masks 








ABACO 
Green Turtle Cay 


Brendal's Dive Shop, Ltd. 
c/o Green Turtle Club 
Green Turtle Cay 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2572 

(800) 432-5034 (FL) 

(800) 327-0010 (U.S.) 


Hope Town 


island Marine Dive Shop 
P.O. Box G 

Hope Town 

Abaco, Bahamas 

(809) 367-2822 


Marsh Harbour 


Dive Abaco, Ltd. 
P.O. Box 555 

Marsh Harbour 
Abaco, Bahamas 
(809) 367-2014 

(809) 367-2787 

(800) 432-5034 (FL) 
(800) 327-0010 (U.S.) 


Walker's Cay 


Walker's Cay Dive Shop 
700 S.W. 34th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
(800) 327-3714 (U.S) 
(800) 432-2092 (FL) 
(305) 522-1469 


ANDROS 
Fresh Creek (Andros Town) 
| Small Hope Bay Lodge 
P.O. Box 21667 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 3335-1667 
(800) 223-6961 (U.S,) 
(305) 463-0130 
(809) 368-2014 


_ Nicholl’s Town (San Andros) 


Andros Undersea Adventures 
Andros Beach Hotel & Villas 

P.O. Box 21766 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 

(800) 327-8150 (U.S) 

(305) 763-2188 


BERRY ISLANDS 
Chub Cay Undersea Adventures 
Chub Cay Club 
P.O. Box 21766 
Ft Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
(800) 327-8150 (U.S) 
(305) 763-2188 


 BIMINI | 
Bill and Nowdla Keefe’s 
Bimini Undersea Adventures 
P.O. Box 21766 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1766 
/ (B00) 327-8150 (U.S) 
(805) 763-2188 (FL) 
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BAHAMAS DIVE OPERATORS 





CAT ISLAND 
Cutlass Bay Club 

3190 SW 4th Ave. 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 
(305) 462-3145 


CROOKED ISLAND 
Pittstown Point Landings 

c/o Bahamas Caribbean International 
P.O. Box 9831 

Mobile, AL 36691 

(205) 666-4482 


ELEUTHERA 
Harbour Island 


Romora Bay Club 
P.O. Box 7026 

Boca Raton, FL 33431 
(800) 327-8286 (U.S) 
(305) 760-4535 

(809) 333-2324/5 


Valentine’s Dive Center 

U.S. Office 

3928 Shelbyville Road 

Louisville, KY 40207 

(502) 897-6481 

(800) 662-2255 (U.S.—wait for “tone” 
after first ring; then enter 832) 

(809) 333-2309 


Rock Sound 


Cotton Bay Club 

P.O, Box 28 

Rock Sound, Eleuthera 
(809) 334-2101/2156 
(800) 843-2297 (U.S.) 


Spanish Wells 


Spanish Wells Dive Center 

c/o Win Chesley Associates, Inc. 
4316 W. Broward Bivd., Suite #5 
Plantation, FL 33317 

(800) 327-5118 (U.S) 

(800) 432-1362 (FL) 

(305) 791-5118 

(809) 332-2645 


EXUMA 
George Town 


Exuma Aquatics Ltd. 
at Hotel Pieces of Eight 
P.O. Box 49 

George Town 

Exuma, Bahamas - 
(809) 336-2600 

(809) 336-2672 

(800) 432-5043 (FL) 
(800) 327-0010 (U.S. 


Exuma Divers 
P.O. Box 110 
George Town 
Exuma, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2030 
(809) 336-2710 


LONG ISLAND 
Stella Maris 


Stella Maris Inn 

P.O. Box SM 105 

Stella Maris, Long Island, Bahamas 
(809) 336-2106 

U.S. Office: 

701 S.W. 48th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

(305) 467-0466 

(800) 327-0787 (U.S. & Canada) 
(800) 426-0466 


RUM CAY 

Rum Cay Club 

P.O. Box 22396 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
(305) 467-8355 (call collect) 


SAN SALVADOR 
island Water Sports, Ltd. 

Riding Rock Inn 

c/o Out Island Service Co., Inc. 
701 S.W. 48th Street 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 

(800) 272-1492 (U.S.) 

(305) 761-1492 


GRAND BAHAMA 
ISLAND 
East End 


Deep Water Cay Club 
P.O. Box 1145 
Palm Beach, FL 33480 
(305) 684-3958 


Freeport/Lucaya 
Sunn Oddessey 

Silver Sands Hotel Beach 
P.O. Box F-4166 
Freeport, Grand Bahama 
(809) 373-5700 

(809) 852-8776 


Underwater Explorers Society 
(UNEXSO) 

P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 

U.S. Office 


P.O. Box 5608 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 
(800) 992-DIVE (U.S.) 
(305) 761-7679 


West End 


West End Diving Centre 

c/o Underwater Explorers Society 
P.O. Box F-2433 

Freeport, Grand Bahama 

(809) 373-1244 

U.S. Office 

P.O. Box 5608 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310 

(800) 992-DIVE (U.S.) 

(305) 761-7679 


NEW PROVIDENCE 
ISLAND 
Nassau 


Bahama Divers Ltd. 
P.O, Box $S-5004 
Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-5644 

(809) 322-8431 ext. 6629 


Dive, Dive, Dive, Ltd. 
P.O. Box N-8050- 
Nassau, Bahamas 
(809) 326-1143 

(809) 326-1401 


Dive South Ocean 


at Divi Bahamas Beach Resort and Country Club 


P.O. Box N-8191 
Nassau, Bahamas 
(809) 326-4726 
(800) 367-DIVI 


Stuart Cove’s 

Nassau Undersea Adventures 
P.O. Box SS-5635 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-4171 

(809) 327-7862 

Reservations and info: 

Aero Tours 

(800) 432-5034 (FL) 

(800) 327-0010 (U.S) 


Sun Divers, Ltd. 
P.O. Box N-10728 — 
Nassau, Bahamas 
(809): 322-3301 
(809) 325-7788 


Underwater Adventures 
Coral Harbor Beach 

Club and Villas 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-1574 

(809) 326-1144 

U.S. Office 

17326 E. Rice Circle, Apt. D 
Aurora, CO 80015 

(303) 699-9381 


(800) 722-DIVE 


PARADISE ISLAND 
Sea & Ski Ocean Sports 

(affiliated with Grand Hotel) 

P.O. Box N-4754 

Nassau, Bahamas 

(809) 326-2011 

(809) 326-3370 








and fins—further complement the up- 
graded dive facility. 

Dive/lodging packages are still avail- 
able with the BIG GAME FISHING CLUB 
and BROWN’S HOTEL, but a new pack- 
age with the COMPLEAT ANGLER offers 
yet another medium priced alternative. 
With the inexpensive round trip air fare 
from Miami on Chalk’s (the airline exclu- 
sively used with Bimini Undersea Adven- 
tures packages), short travel times facili- 
tating diving on the day of arrival and de- 
parture, and the quality of the diving so 
nearby Bimini, these dive packages have 
proved to be bargains. 

The wall is deep here, beginning at 120 
feet off Bimini and as shallow as 70 feet 
around Cat Cay. The sights are quite 
thrilling, however, with dense concentra- 
tions of gorgonians and other colorful fil- 
ter feeders adorning the top of the wall, 
and whip corals, black corals and tube 
sponges jutting into the depths. A con- 
trolled drift dive to 130 feet is the way Bill 
and Nowdla present the Continental 
Shelf and, while effortless and magnifi- 
cent, the eight and one-half minute bot- 
tom time passes all too quickly. 

More dive time is available at other 
sites such as Rainbow Reef, where in 
only 20-25 feet of water huge concentra- 
tions of grunts and goatfish often obscure 
the low profile coral heads. Here it is 
common to see nurse sharks sleeping 





beneath shallow coral overhangs. This is 
where Canadian cinematographer John 
Steneman erected an underwater statue 
of Christ dedicated to the preservation of 
the sea and in celebration of the estab- 
lishment of the marine sanctuary off Bimi- 
ni. Here anything of marine origin must 
stay in the water. Therefore, there is no 
spearfishing, no lobster collection, no 
coral collection and no taking of shells, 
either living or dead. 

The shipwreck Sapona is one of my fa- 
vorite dives in the Biminis, even though it 
is only in 15 feet of water. Much of the 
ship’s imposing hulk sits above the wa- 
terline. The massive concentration of ma- 
rine life and abundant macro subjects 
coating the hull below the waterline offer 
countless hours of photographic opportu- 
nity. The openings perforating the fer- 
rocement sides of the ship provide easy 
access to the interior. 

The Victories are a farther boat run 
from Bimini, but are offered at least week- 
ly, typically as a three tank all day scuba 
safari. Here, along a sloping reef face 
from 40-80 feet, are beautiful tropical 
fish, colorful orange and purple sponges, 
gorgonians and the ever-present proba- 
bility of unusual pelagic species. 


THE BERRY ISLANDS 
Barely 500 people make the Berry |s- 
lands their permanent home, for this 


small chain of islands is predominantly 
low-lying with minimal water or arable 
soil. Yet, the beauty of the world just be- 
yond their shores has attracted countless 
ocean going tourists over the years. Sail- 
fish, blue marlin and giant bluefin tuna 
have tempted sportfishermen and, at the 
southernmost end of the chain, the CHUB 
CAY CLUB represents a pocket of civili- 
zation erected to the pursuit of gamefish. 
The Chub Cay Club is a self-sufficient re- 
sort that has been operating for more 
than 26 years. In recent years the facili- 
ties have been open to the public as well 
as private club members. There is a 15 
room hotel with an adjacent freshwater 
swimming pool, tennis courts, restaurant 
and bar, ship’s store and marina. For 
scuba divers the distinguishing amenity 
of the Chub Cay Club is the dockside dive 
shop, home to NEAL WATSON’S CHUB 
CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES. 

A pair of deep-V diesel powered boats 
will transport day divers to fascinating U/ 
W vistas just 10-15 minutes from the 
docks. For those capturing their memo- 
ries on film, an efficient E-6 processing 
lab, under the direction of resident photo 
pro Frazier Nivens, will allow quick analy- 
sis of the results, which will likely be rich 
with marine life. The deep Tongue of the 
Ocean meets the shallow Great Bahama 
Bank at Chub Cay and rich nutrients at- 
tract blue and white marlin, sailfish, wa- 


Sail /Dive Cruising In The Bahamas 


"The Best of Both Worlds 
Above and Below" 


e 3 dives a day - beach parties 
e island exploration - out-island nightlife 
e Shell collecting « sailing « fishing 
e lobster hunts - lazy days « virgin diving 


Nobody Has More Fun — 


Blackbeard’s Cruises 


P.O. Box 66-1091, Miami Springs, FL 33266 
Toll Free (800) 327-9600 « Florida 
Florida (305) 888-1226 
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hoo, dolphins, yellowfin tuna, snappers, 
groupers and amberjacks. These, in turn, 
attract sportfishermen. 

While the species are different along 
the reefline and more the traditional 
sightings divers are accustomed to 
throughout the Caribbean, the popula- 
tions are dense enough to have earned 
Chub Cay the nickname ‘Fishbowl of the 
Bahamas.’ Among the favorite sites for 
visiting divers is the Chub Cay Wall. Be- 
ginning in only 80 feet of water, this verti- 
cal wall is predictably rich in eagle ray 
and shark sightings when glancing sea- 
ward. A study of the face of the wall will 
reveal an amazing tapestry of color and 
texture: black corals, orange elephant 
ear sponges, azure vase sponges, bril- 
llant whip corals, groupers, angelfish and 
the ever-present barracudas. 

At the other extreme from a vertical 
drop to 6,000 feet is a magnificent coral 
garden in only 10-20 feet of water, Mama 
Rhoda Reef. Here acres of undamaged 
elkhorn coral rise to within inches of the 
surface and are populated by large 
schools of grunts and goatfish. When the 





























Rum Cay Guarantees 
Super Diving at less than $15/Dive 


THE RUM CAY GUARANTEE 


Variety — Shallow and deep, daytime and night 
dives, 20 different dive sites, walls, chimneys, 
tunnels, coral canyons, sea gardens, plus a 
125-year-old shipwreck. 


Marine Life — Abundant, large and small; 
usual visibility of 100 ft.; feeding stations for tame 
grouper, trigger and angel fish. 


Unique — Not crowded, two custom-built flat top 
dive boats get you diving in a hurry; leave your dive 
gear aboard, no lugging it back and forth. 
Economical — Dive package includes tanks, 
backpack belt and weights. All Dives Guaranteed 
17 Dives — $250 «11 Dives — $175 * 6 Dives — $100 

*One Day Resort Course $75 

*One Week Open Water Course $300 

(Qualifies for PADI Certification) 


Write or call for information and reservations. 


RUM CAY CLUB 


UNSPOILED JEWEL OF THE BAHAMAS 
P.O. Box 22396, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 ¢ Toll free (800) 334-6869 or collect (305) 467-8355 


sun is bright and the water calm and 
clear, this may be one of the finest snor- 
keling reefs in the Bahamas. 
Somewhere in between these ex- 
tremes is a system of shallow and medi- 
um depth reefs such as Canyons and 
Caves. Here is a reef system paralleling 
the shore, intersected by tunnels and 
overhangs sheltering a huge profusion of 
marine life. Angelfish, glass minnows, 
barracudas, Atlantic spadefish, groupers, 
eels and triggerfish are likely to be sight- 
ed on any dive and most are approach- 
able enough to be easily photographed. 


THE ABACOS 

One hundred six miles north of Nassau 
and 200 miles northeast of Miami, the 
Abacos resemble a 130 mile bejeweled 
boomerang from the air. If you travel to 
the Abacos by air you will land either at 
Treasure Cay on the north end of Great 
Abaco, Marsh Harbour at the island’s 
center or Walker's Cay on Walker’s Inter- 
national Airline. Diving services are avail- 
able at Walker’s Cay, Marsh Harbour, 
Green Turtle Cay and Treasure Cay. 

For visitors to the TREASURE CAY RE- 
SORT, diving is part of the all-inclusive 
package and may not be purchased 4 la 
carte. Most of the watersports have been 
moved from concessions on Treasure 
Cay to Treasure Island (the resort’s ap- 
pellation for its holdings on Great Guana 
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Cay). Here, among broad sandy beaches 
lining both the windward and leeward 
shores, is the dive operation with its com- 
pressors and three outboard powered 
flattops. By moving the entire dive opera- 
tion to great Guana Cay, the boat rides to 
the best diving are minimized. Since you 
have to get to Great Guana Cay by boat, 
no real time saving is realized, rather a 
wider range of watersports is available 
during the day trips to the island. Most 
dive days are single tank excursions and, 
by their own estimation, the program is 
not necessarily targeted to the hard core 
diving enthusiast. 

Green Turtle Cay is easily reached via 
ferry from Treasure Cay and is home to 
the GREEN TURTLE CLUB, a low key but 
comfortable resort development with 31 
suites and villas, freshwater lap pool, res- 
taurant, lounge and marina. BRENDAL’S 
DIVE SHOP LTD. is the dive operation on 
Green Turtle Cay. It is owned and oper- 
ated by Brendal Stevens from a dockside 
dive center on White Sound (which con- 
sists of a small retail shop, compressor, 
rental scuba gear and a 29 foot aluminum 
pontoon boat powered by a 70 horse- 
power outboard). Most sites are within 20 
minutes of the dock and both Treasure 
Cay and Green Turtle Cay tend to dive 
the same basic areas, although each has 
sites unique to its individual itineraries. 

Probably the most often requested of 
these dive sites is the wreck of the San 
Jacinto. One of the first steamships ever 
made in the United States, the San Jacin- 
to ran aground in less than 40 feet of wa- 
ter in 1865. While weather and explosive 
concessions to the clearing of navigation- 
al hazards have taken most of the super- 
structure, the boiler, Keel and some of the 
transom remain intact. This wreck has at- 
tracted abundant marine life. Two resi- 
dent green morays have been handfed 
by divemasters for many years and are 
consequently most approachable. Shal- 
low reefs, caverns and caves are beauti- 
ful additions to the: wreck diving here. 
Among my favorites is the Tarpon Dive 
where a dozen curious tarpon will encir- 
cle the diver within a coral canyon at the 
40 foot depth; and the Catacombs, fea- 
turing caverns open to penetrating shafts 
of sunlight and periodically filled with 
glass minnows and the attendant preda- 
tors such as jacks and groupers. 

WALKER’S CAY, at the upper end of 
the Bahamas chain, consists of 100 finely 
manicured acres of tropical resort. With 
a private airstrip and 75 boat slip marina, 
Walker's Cay is easily accessible by sea 
or air. The hotel has 62 rooms, four villas, 
two swimming pools, two bars, a restau- 
rant, gift shop, commissary, tennis 
courts, disco and game room. Host to the 
world’s largest private billfish tourna- 
ment, Walker's Cay has been responsible 
for more IGFA records than any other sin- 
gle resort. While the fishing and diving 
imperatives do not exactly correspond, 
neither do they conflict at Walker’s Cay; 








the marine life that attracts sportfisher- 
men will likewise enthrall sport divers. 

The dive operations include a full ser- 
vice dive shop, compressors, rental scu- 
ba cylinders and enough gear for a full 
house of scuba divers, all of which is un- 
der the direction of dive operations man- 
ager Sue Graves. Daily diving excursions 
employ a 34 foot deep-V diesel dive boat 
with walk-through transom, tank racks 
and other diver conveniences. Most of 
the dive sites are close to shore—usually 
less than a 20 minute boat ride away— 
and range in depth from 35-60 feet, al- 
though there is also a low profile deep 
reef in the 90-100 foot range. Among the 
more exciting dives are White Hole, 
where tame groupers rush to be handfed 
by Sue and the divemasters in only 35 
feet of water; Queen’s Reef, with its nat- 
ural U/W coral amphitheater at 60 feet 
and resident angelfish; and Queen’s Il, 
with a mini-wall dropping from 35-60 feet 
and pelagic activity from jacks, yellowfin 
tuna, amberjacks and turtles possible as 
they come in to eat the nutrients being 
washed off the Great Bahama Bank. 

MARSH HARBOUR is home to the third 
largest city in the Bahamas as well as 
hills and hardwood trees, good roads, a 
fine hotel and condominium accommoda- 
tions, excellent restaurants and, of 
course, Skeet LaChance. A personality 
and fixture in the Bahamas dive scene 
since 1960, Captain Skeet brings a quiet 
professionalism to this small dive center 
known as DIVE ABACO. His 30 foot Is- 
land Hopper has been customized for 
diver convenience with tank racks and an 
oversized, stable dive platform, as well 
as a Stern tank support system to assist 
divers with their tanks. 

Fish feeding has been a traditional un- 
derwater activity for Skeet LaChance and 
the groupers at Cathedral and Grouper 
Alley have become quite friendly. The 
Cathedral is always lovely as sunlight 
streams into the caverns, but when the 
caverns are full of glass minnows—as 
most often happens in the summer—the 
effect is spellbinding. 

Other dives in this area are generally 
shallow to medium depth coral reefs dot- 
ted with caverns, grottoes and swim- 
through caves. A few wrecks, such as the 
USS Adirondack, in 20 feet of water; the 
411 foot steel hulled sailing freighter De- 
mira, sunk in 30 feet of water; and the 
Train Wreck, two complete locomotives 
that sank with their support barge in Civil 
War days, complete the interesting dive 
fare off Marsh Harbour. 


ELEUTHERA 

In 1649 a group of religious dissidents 
left Bermuda by boat seeking refuge in 
the Bahamas and, when their boat 
wrecked off the northern end of Eleuthera 
(the Greek word for freedom), they set- 
tled and began to colonize the area, in- 
cluding Harbour Island and Spanish 
Wells. Colonists in Bermuda later exiled 
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troublesome slaves and the island's free 
Africans to Eleuthera and they became 
the first blacks to live in the Bahamas, ar- 
riving as free men and women. British 
Loyalists from the newly formed United 
States of America came later and added 
to the melting pot of cultures found here. 
All of these influences are still evident to- 
day in the settlements of Eleuthera, Har- 
bour Island and Spanish Wells. 

Divers visiting this area will find four 
dive operations on Eleuthera, two on Har- 
bour Island and one on Spanish Wells. 
With Spanish Wells or Harbour Island as 
an intended destination, travelers should 
fly into North Eleuthera and connect via 
taxi and the appropriate ferry boat. On 
Harbour Island divers will be courteously 
and comfortably accommodated by 
either the Romora Bay Club or Valen- 
tine’s Yacht Club and Inn. The ROMORA 
BAY CLUB has 30 double occupancy 
units scattered about a lush, nine acre 
former citrus plantation. The well appoint- 
ed boats tie up to a dock conveniently 
close to the dive shop for the twice daily 
excursions. The diving services are ably 


cobala, Bimini, 


handled by operations manager Jef Fox. 


VALENTINE’S also sits at the water's 
edge in the heart of Dunmore Town and 
features 23 newly redecorated rooms 
and a new marina, a freshwater swim- 
ming pool, tennis courts, restaurant and 
lounge. The dive center is spacious and 
offers a fairly complete retail area, in- 
struction and daily trips aboard either the 
Double Trouble, a 36 foot Thompson 
trawler equipped for diver comfort, or 
one of the smaller boats in the fleet. 

Shallow, medium and deep reef struc- 
tures may be found off Harbour Island 
with enough interesting marine life and 
diversity in coral structure to occupy div- 
ers for weeks. The Plateau, with its huge 
high profile coral canyons and tame 
groupers, Miller’s Reef, with its three 
miles of reef paralleling the shoreline; 
and The Arch, an area of dazzling beau- 
ty within the Miller’s Reef configuration, 
are a few of my perscnal favorites. 

On Spanish Wells the HARBOUR CLUB 
and the SPANISH WELLS BEACH RE- 
SORT are served by the same dive oper- 
ation and will generally dive sites along 
the famous Devil’s Backbone, the sharp 
reef structure off the coast of North Eleu- 
thera that initially snared the Eleutherian 
adventurers’ ship. lt claimed dozens 
more over the years, including the barge 
carrying a steam locomotive—now scat- 
tered in 15 feet of water. 
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Other dive sites of interest will include 
the Current Cut, where divers zoom 
along on a five to seven knot current cre- 
ated by tidal changes in a narrow gap 
linking Eleuthera Sound and the open 
sea; and The Freighter, some five miles 
from Current Cut. Here a 260 foot Leba- 
nese vessel was purposely run aground 
after catching fire in 1971. Perfectly up- 
right, with the entire superstructure re- 
maining above the waterline and the hull 
sitting in 25 feet of water, the freighter 
has attracted huge schools of resident 
fish and has fascinating macro encrusta- 
tions along its sides. 


ANDROS 

Andros is the largest of the Bahamas 
islands, 104 miles long by 40 miles wide. 
First discovered by Christopher Colum- 
bus in 1492, Andros was called ‘'La Isla 
del Espirito Santo,”’ the island of the Holy 
Spirit. A major part of the spirit of the is- 
land these days is diving, for with the 
deep Tongue of the Ocean offshore and 
the 140 mile barrier reef running parallel 
to the shore, the opportunities for under- 
water exploration are many. There are 
only two dive operations on the island 
and they are widely separated in terms of 
geography. It is unlikely you will ever see 
another dive boat sharing your reef off 
Andros. SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE has 
been in continual operation by Dick and 
Rosie Birch for more than 28 years. AN- 
DROS UNDERSEA ADVENTURES, the 
Neal Watson run dive operation at the 
ANDROS BEACH HOTEL, came later, but 
has become a very popular destination 
for traveling divers in just a few years. 

The Small Hope Bay Lodge is near the 
settlement of Fresh Creek on a scenic 
stretch of beach with stately casuarina 
pines all about. Guests never number 
more than 40—the atmosphere is casual 
and very friendly, the food superior and 
the volume of repeat business very high. 
The dive services include custom flattop 
dive boats and an efficient compressor 
and gear rental facility conveniently set at 
the end of a long dock. 

Nearly 80 miles to the north, outside of 
Nicholls Town, sits the Andros Beach Ho- 
tel and Villas. The hotel is beautifully 
landscaped with a lawn (an unusual fea- 
ture for a Bahamas resort), flowering 
shrubs, palm trees, a wonderful sand 
beach and a freshwater swimming pool. 
There are 15 guest units including 10 
double hotel rooms, three cottages and a 
single two bedroom villa. The dive center 
is dockside and features the compres- 
sors, rental scuba gear and the dedicat- 
ed dive boats that one would expect from 
an experienced dive professional such as 
Neal Watson. 

The diving off Andros consists of 
wrecks, reefs, blue holes and drop-offs. 
The Potomac is a shallow water wreck 
of a pre-World War Il cargo ship run 
aground, then split by the forces of a hur- 
ricane. The bow is very shallow and rela- 








tively intact. Surrounding the ship are 
shallow coral gardens and some elkhorn 
corals have even grown along the side of 
the ship. The stern is in deeper water, al- 
though it is also partially awash at low 
tide. Here it is common to see nurse 
sharks and large schools of grazing par- 
rotfish. In Coral Caverns, huge pillar cor- 
als rise 20 feet from the seafloor and tun- 
nels and caverns provide refuge for thou- 
sands of tiny silversides. The Barge is an 
old navy landing craft sunk in 1963 in 70 
feet of water. This is a favorite fish feed- 
ing spot for the divemasters from Small 
Hope Bay and groupers and green mo- 
rays have enthusiastically responded. 


EXUMA 

Cast in a nearly straight line, the Exuma 
chain of 365 islands and cays stretches 
for 90 miles in a southeasterly direction 
from Nassau. From the air they provide a 
kaleidoscopic jumble of blues and 
greens. From the sea they provide some 
of the best cruising in the Bahamas. Live- 
aboard dive boats, especially the Sea 
Dragon out of Nassau, have extensively 
explored the Exumas and land based 
dive operations are in George Town on 
Great Exuma. 

The two dive operations in George 
Town include EXUMA DIVERS—owned 
and operated by Bahamian Wendel 
McGregor. Benefiting from his long years 
of experience in Exuma waters, Exuma 
Divers offers daily dive charters aboard a 
38 foot converted houseboat or a 24 foot 
outboard powered V-hull. EXUMA 
AQUATICS operates from a spacious wa- 
terfront dive shop directly across the 
street from the PIECES OF EIGHT HO- 
TEL. With a fleet of boats, including a 34 
foot flattop, 30 foot deep-V and 24 foot 
runabout, the sites offshore are but a 
short ride away. 

Favorite dives easily accessible from 


Great Exuma include Angelfish Blue 


Hole, with tremendously curious angel- 
fish rimming an oceanic blue hole that 
starts in 30 feet of water and drops to 90. 
Stingray Reef is a shallow 20 foot shoal 
that drops to about 50 feet with spur and 
groove coral formations throughout. It is 
populated by huge schools of grunts and 
snappers as well as the namesake south- 
ern stingrays. Black Rocks is so named 
for the frequent clusters of black coral in 
only 90 feet of water. The Cousteaus ex- 
plored Mystery Cave but failed to chart 
the end of this immense cave system. Or- 
ange, gray and white encrusting sponges 
line the cavern interior and, while the 
main cavern is only at 75 feet, the system 
is estimated to drop to 300. 


LONG ISLAND 
While the island is properly known as 
Long Island—a 400 square mile spot of 
tropical beauty some 26 miles to the east 
of George Town, Exuma—for divers it is 
best recognized as the home of the world 
famous STELLA MARIS INN AND ES- 
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TATE. As one of the pioneer dive resorts 
of the Bahamas, Stella Maris (Star of the 
Sea) is a large development of 3,000 
acres stretching from the windward to the 
leeward shore and encompassing a vari- 
ety of hotel rooms, apartments, bunga- 
lows, townhouses, cottages and villas— 
all available for short term vacation rent- 
al. Other amenities include four swim- 
ming pools, two tennis courts, restaurant 
and lounge, marina and dive center, and 
the 4,250 by 200 foot paved airstrip with 
Bahamas Port of Entry that facilitates ac- 
cess to this southern Bahamas paradise. 
The owners and staff of divemasters 
are exceedingly friendly here and most 
anxious to show off their underwater 
world. The So/ Mar Ii! is the new 65 foot 
dive yacht used for day dive trips as well 
as overnight jaunts to neighboring Con- 
ception Island and Rum Cay. In addition, 
there are four other day boats used typi- 
cally for smaller groups or when greater 
speed is an important consideration. 
Among the most requested dives is 
Shark Reef and it is one | never tire of. 
Here the rules of diving common sense 
are breached, for when we drop anchor 


Small Hope 
Bay Lodge 


on Andros Island, Bahamas 


Where wall diving began 
Where blue hole diving began 
We have 142 miles of virgin barrier reef, with 
forests of coral and fish, we are right on the 
edge of the 6,000 feet deep Tongue of the 
Ocean. Dive our wall from 70 to 185 feet, our 
famous Ocean Blue Hole ‘‘The Crater’ caverns, 
wreck dive, feed eels and groupers, explore 
shallow gardens, with brilliant corals and danc- 
ing fish or drift and discover new dive sites 

with us. 


Reservations Office: 

P.O. Box 21667, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 
(305) 463-9130; (800) 223-6961 
(809) 368-2014 direct to Lodge 
(800) 327-0787 BRS Res. Service 
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and see sharks immediately circling the 
boat, we eagerly dive in to enjoy a con- 
trolled encounter with these much ma- 
ligned denizens of the deep. The dive- 
masters have conditioned these sharks to 
expect food and they arrive predictably 
on cue, gobbie the offering and politely 
depart when dinner is over. 

Other favorite dives include the wreck 
of the island freighter Comberbach, sit- 
ting upright in 100 feet of water; Barracu- 
da Heads, with its resident school of 
horse-eye jacks; and the Santa Maria 
Deep Reef, which features dramatic cuts 
through the coral to seaward adorned by 
black coral, high profile coral heads, col- 
orful gorgonians and frequent sightings 
of giant jewfish. 


RUM CAY 

Named for the cargo of an East Indian 
boat wrecked at sea (its cargo of rum 
washed ashore), Rum Cay is now best 
known for the beautiful RUM CAY CLUB 
dive resort. With its own private airstrip, 
power generator and water supply, the 
Rum Cay Club is totally self-sufficient. 
There are three guesthouses, each of 
which will accommodate eight people in 
double rooms, on a scenic bluff overlook- 
ing the tranquil Atlantic. Two cottages are 
also available, allowing a total occupancy 
of only 14 guests. For such a small resort 
the amenities are most impressive, with a 
bar and lounge, restaurant, enlarged 
deck with hot tub and complete dive cen- 
ter and sophisticated photo lab with an 
automatic E-6 film processor. 

The dive boats are two 34 foot flattops. 
With more than 30 moored dive sites 
near the leeward side of the island, con- 
ditions are ideal for wonderful U/W ac- 
cess. Because fishfeeding stations have 
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been established by the divemasters on 
many of the sites, the marine life is ap- 
proachable and diverse. The walls begin 
in less than 70 feet of water and descend 
dramatically and vertically in a riot of col- 
or and life. There are even huge pinna- 
cles jutting 40 feet from the sandy 
depths. Around them swarm schools of 
horse-eye jacks and, occasionally, a 
blacktio reef shark. 


SAN SALVADOR 

One of the best options for dedicated 
divers and underwater photographers is 
the RIDING ROCK INN on the island of 
San Salvador in the southern Bahamas. 
With its own airstrip and Bahamas Port of 
Entry and frequent charter and scheduled 
air arrivals, more and more divers are 
discovering this friendly little resort every 
day. Recent renovations targeted the dive 
facilities as much as the hotel. Today’s 
Riding Rock features 24 newly decorated 
double hotel rooms, freshwater swim- 
ming pool, restaurant and lounge, confer- 
ence center and classroom. There is also 
a state-of-the-art dockside dive center 
with massive compressors and cascade 
air system, guest gear storage, darkroom 
with E-6 film processing and an impres- 
sive fleet of modern dive boats. The 47 
foot San Sally and 30 foot Island Time 
have been custom designed to optimize 
diver convenience by operations manag- 
er Al Zamrok. They are equipped with 
freshwater camera rinses, walk-through 
transoms with wide dive platforms and 
extended ladders, marine electronics and 


tank racks. 


From stateside reservations to hotel 
staff to dive shop staff, the Riding Rock 
team is devoted to showing traveling div- 
ers the best of their impressive array of 
nearby reef sites. The day includes a two 
tank morning dive and single tank after- 
noon dive, with night dives offered sever- 
al times weekly. With fascinating dive lo- 
cations such as the wreck of the steam- 
ship Frascate in only 18 feet of water; 
Snapshot Reef with its friendly handfed 
Nassau groupers and spotted moray 
eels; and shallow vertical walls such as 
the Telephone Pole on the island’s lee- 
side, even the most experienced diver 
will be well entertained. The south side of 
the island, known as French Bay, is more 
exposed to the prevailing winds and is 
consequently more often dived in the 
summer. When accessible, this area Is a 
magnificent collection of rich walls, abun- 
dant pelagic life, magnificent water clarity 
and incredible color. 


CAT ISLAND 

As this article was prepared, the new- 
est entry to the Bahamas dive scene was 
nearing the completion of a thorough ren- 
ovation program. The CUTLASS BAY 
CLUB on Cat Island will consist of five 
beachfront villas (each sleeping as many 
as four), eight double hotel rooms, full 








dining room and bar, freshwater swim- 
ming pool, tennis courts and three cus- 
tom dive boats that will operate from the 
dockside dive facility. On a beautiful 
sandy beach, the Cutlass Bay Club will 
provide access to one of the least trav- 
eled Bahamas islands. From a diver’s 
perspective, this means miles of unex- 
plored reef and the thrill of discovery, 
with the attendant adventure reassuringly 
tempered by the comfort of this hedonis- 
tic retreat. 


LIVE-ABOARD DIVE BOATS 

The Bahamas offer a tremendous vari- 
ety of Superior dives and the live-aboard 
boat is a wonderful way to extend the 
range of options and maximize the num- 
ber of dives possible. Your floating hotel 
will be anchored over the dive site and 
the unlimited diving programs of these 
vessels permit as much in-water time as 


BAHAMAS DIVE BOATS 


Blackbeard’s Cruises 
Sea Explorer, 65’ 
Morning Star, 65’ 
Pirate’s Lady, 65’ 

Bruce and Peggy Purdy 
P.O. Box 661091 

Miami Springs, FL 33266 
(800) 327-9600 

(305) 888-1226 


Sea Fever Diving Cruises 
Sea Fever, 90’ 

Captain Tom Guarino 

P.O. Box 39-8276 

Miami Beach, FL 33139-0276 
(305) 531-DIVE (Florida) 
(800) 44-FEVER (toll free) 


Bottom Time Adventures 
Bottom Time, 65' 

Bottom Time ti, 80’ 

Captain A.J. Bland 

P.O. Box 11919 

Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339-1919 
(305) 561-0111 


Out Island Oceanic 

Sea Dragon, 65' 

Captain Dan Doyle 

2200 S. Andrews Ave. 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
(305) 522-0161 





your endurance or computer will allow. 
An alphabetical listing and short descrip- 
tion of the live-aboard dive boats serving 
the Bahamas follows. 

Operated by Bruce and Peggy Purdy, 
BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES has a fleet of 
three 65 foot fiberglass sailing sloops 
(with diesel power when the wind does 
not cooperate) and is among the most 
popular live-aboard programs in the Ba- 
hamas. The Morning Star, Pirate’s Lady 
and Sea Explorer employ a crew of eight 
to cater to the needs of an average com- 


plement of 22 divers. The cruise is struc- 
tured as a seven day, six night outing 
with unlimited diving the primary impera- 
tive of most clientele—and on board com- 
pressors to facilitate that goal. 

BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES’ Bottom 
Time Il is a high speed deluxe catamaran 
that departs Ft. Lauderdale for weekly 
dive excursions into various parts of the 
Bahamas. The 86 foot length and 30 foot 
beam of this vessel provide an exception- 
ally stable dive platform and the power 
from her twin 800 horsepower Rolls 
Royce diesels provides the range. 

Owned and operated by Captain A.J. 
Bland, the Bottom Time II is fully air-con- 
ditioned, and amenities include two huge 
sundecks, stereo and video, lavatories 
and porthole in each cabin, massive aft 
dive deck and platform and twin 22 cfm 
compressors. The 65 foot Bottom Time, 
the predecessor to the Bottom Time II, is 
also available for dive charter. 

OUT ISLAND OCEANIC’S 65 foot Sea 
Dragon is based in Nassau for live- 
aboard dive adventures to the Exumas 
that reportedly fill by word-of-mouth refer- 
rals and repeat business. These tours are 
often booked several years in advance 
owing to the quality of the diving present- 
ed and the amiable crew. 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES’ 90 foot 
aluminum Sea Fever is owned and oper- 
ated by Captain Tom Guarino, an experi- 
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BOUND 


Departures from Miami for World Class Diving Adventure 
5 to 7 day Trips 





enced veteran of the Bahamas dive char- 
ter business. With a thorough knowledge 
of cruising itineraries that include the Vic- 
tories and Cat Cay, the Berry Islands, the 
Joulter Cays and the Cay Sal Banks, 
Captain Guarino assures his guests su- 
perior diving. The vessel has recently 
been converted to double accommoda- 
tions in each of the eight staterooms; a 
new watermaker, E-6 darkroom and vid- 
eo editing facility are among other recent 
improvements. The Sea Fever is fully air- 
conditioned and carries twin compres- 
sors, twin generators and a spacious aft 
dive deck with broad platform and ex- 
tended ladders. 


CONCLUSION 

The Bahamas represents an exciting 
collection of topside and underwater ad- 
ventures. Years of repeat travel will not 
exhaust the novelty of this immense col- 
lection of shallow reefs, dramatic vertical 
drop-offs, wrecks and abundant marine 
life. For further information regarding Ba- 
hamas dive packages contact the resorts 
and dive operators listed in this section or 
call the Bahamas Office of Sports Infor- 
mation at (800) 32-SPORT. Mail inquiries 
can be directed to 255 Alhambra Circle, 
Suite 415, Coral Gables, Florida 33134. 
Hotel reservations and information are 
available through the Bahamas Reserva- 
tion Service at (800) 327-0787. > 
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CATCH IT NOW! 


P.O. Box 39-8276 Miami Beach, Florida 33139 


FL 305-53 t -DIVE 





Toll Free SOO-44-FEVER 
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Go Family Island hopping 





with a member of the family. 


Bahamasair wants you to come meet the entire family — 
all twenty of our beautiful Family Islands. 


There’s Eleuthera, The Abacos, The Exumas, Andros and seventeen other exotic destinations 
waiting for you. And we're the only airline that flies to all of them. Of course we also fly our 
737’s to Nassau and Freeport from New York, Miami, Ft. Lauderdale, Tampa, Orlando, and 
Atlanta. So whether it’s snorkeling and swimming or golfing and gambling, Bahamasair is 
your best way to go. For reservations: Continental U.S.A. 1-800-222-4262, Miami (305) 
593-1910. Or see your travel agent. And remember, when it comes to the Family Islands, we 
don’t just hop there. We live there. 
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Sure House is Grand Cayman's 
foldest and best known diving re- 
sort. Started in 1959 as a ten room 
guesthouse, it is now approaching its 
30th anniversary. During the past 
three decades, this small seaside ho- 
tel has become world famous as a Ca- 
sual and cordial resort for divers. 

Also during this period, Sunset 
House has grown into a modern 42 
room vacation resort, complete with a 
restaurant, seaside bar, boutique and 
full service dive shop right on the 
premises. The facilities are well laid 
out for guests’ convenience. It is only 
a few steps from the rooms to the res- 
taurant, to the dive shop or bar. There 
are no long walks and no hassle lug- 
ging dive gear. The resort’s three dive 
boats pull right up to the hotel pier for 
quick and easy loading. 

Guests simply step aboard the dive 
boats and spend a few minutes riding 
to Cayman's top dive sites. Sunset 
House is the dive resort closest to the 
Balboa wreck, Devil's Grotto, Eden 
Rock and Eagle Ray Wall. And, Sun- 
set is one of the only resorts that con- 
sistently operate dive trips to such 
spectacular South Side dive sites as: 
South Wall, The Pinnacle, Palace Wall 
and Bonnie’s Wall. 

The resort is right at the water’s 
edge, overlooking one of the calmest 
and most protected ocean areas of 
Grand Cayman’s West Side. The sea 
is often glassy calm, with 82°F water 
and underwater visibility exceeding 
100 feet. 

Sunset House is one of the few 
Grand Cayman resorts with a superb 
living coral reef right in front, allowing 
it to offer its guests unlimited diving. A 
few fin strokes from the shore is a 35 
foot deep reef loaded with small tropi- 
cal fish and macro critters. A few more 
strokes brings guests to a deeper, 60 
foot reef that features larger fish, in- 
cluding several pet groupers and a 
moray eel. Sunset Reef is popular with 








SUNSET HOUSE 
Cayman’s Best Known 
Dive Resort Expands 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GER! MURPHY 


Devil’s Grotto (above) and other top 
dive sites are near Sunset House Re- 
sort. Above right: Entrance to Sunset 
House. Right: Guest rooms and bar. 


U/W photographers and a perfect set- 
ting for night dives. 

Sunset House has recently ex- 
panded its facilities to provide better 
services for its guests. The Sunsetter 
Restaurant has been completely re- 
vamped and fully air-conditioned. The 
new food and beverage manager has 
designed an a la carte menu that of- 
fers a wide variety of dinner choices. 
A fully stocked bar has also been in- 
stalled in the dining room area. 

The ever-popular My Bar has been 
greatly expanded with the installation 
of a new, 1,250 square foot patio/ 
deck. Guests can now sit comfortably 
on the deck and sip their drinks while 
watching spectacular sunsets. The bar 
itself has been completely rebuilt and 
now has its own kitchen. My Bar 
serves light dinners from 6:00 to 
10:00 pm. 

Former guests will be pleased to 





hear that Sunset House now has pure 
fresh water in all rooms and outside 
facilities. Grand Cayman Public Works 
Department has connected the hotel 
to the island’s main water supply. 

Sunset House has just established 
a learn to dive program for nondiving 
friends, spouses and children of dive 
guests. The resort also offers an open 
water dive orientation package. 

Grand Cayman is 485 miles south 
of Miami and flight time from that city 
is approximately one hour and 15 min- 
utes. Cayman Airways operates daily 
nonstop jet service from Miami to 
Grand Cayman plus nonstop service 
from other major U.S. cities such as 
Houston, Atlanta and Tampa. 

For more information about Sunset 
House Resort and its new dive pro- 
grams contact Sunset House, P.O. 
Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI; (800) 
854-4767 or (809) 949-7111. >a 
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The new Treasure 
Island Dive Resort 
brings comfort, 
economy, and diver convenience to 
an island already world famous for 
magnificient 
diving. Acom- 
plete under- 
water photo 
center, dock- 
side dive shop, 
and a staff of 
experienced 
Cayman dive 
professionals 
provide 
maximum 
diver service. 
Our resort 
features 
deluxe air- 
conditioned rooms with color 
satellite TV, Grand Cayman's 
finest nightclub “Silver's”, two 
fresh-water pools, superior dining 
at L’Escargot and the Island’s most 
complete watersports along our 
beautiful sand beach. Plus, you 
might see some of our celebrity 


owners such as Conway Twitty, 
Ronnie Milsap = 
or Larry 
Gatlin during 
your stay at 
Treasure 
Island. 

DIVE THE BEST 
OF BOTH 
WORLDS 

our fleet of 45- 4 
ft. dive boats. ' 
Our New 65-ft. 
LIVE ABOARD 
DIVING YACHT f° 
offers short duration cruises com- 
bined with stays at the resort. We 
definitely offer more flexible 











Dive Packages 
from $298 


For more info call: 


1-800-223-4707 
1-800-367-4707 


(in Florida) [uaa 
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DOWN UNDER 
(Continued from Page 84) 


It's a great subject for U/W photography. 

Because Bougainville Reef lies in the 
Coral Sea, it is little visited. Only a few of 
Australia’s live-aboards are licensed to 
operate beyond the Great Barrier Reef. 
As a result, Bougainville remains fairly 
untouched. One of the dive boats capa- 
ble of visiting Bougainville is the 79 foot 
Coralita, Australia’s best known live- 
aboard. Based in Cairns, this vessel is 
powered by twin Caterpillar diesels and 
has a 2,000 mile cruising range. Skip- 
pered by owner Alby Ziebel, the Coralita 
has all modern navigational instruments. 

The vessel can carry aS many as 12 
divers and her sleeping accommodations 
include two large double cabins and four 
twin-share cabins—all air-conditioned. 
The Coralita has its own fresh watermak- 
er, twin air compressors and a large stern 
diving platform. 

Another well known Australian dive 
boat that calls on Bougainville is the 65 
foot Reef Explorer, also based at Cairns. 
She is powered by twin Gardener diesels 
and has a cruising range of 3,000 miles. 
The Reef Explorer can carry as many as 
12 divers and has a crew of four. The 
vessel has six double cabins, two show- 
er/heads and a main salon. All are air- 
conditioned. Diving facilities include twin 
air compressors, a full width dive plat- 
form and sidescan sonar for locating 
wrecks and pinnacles. 

For more information about dive trips 
scheduled for Bougainville Reef, the Rib- 
bons Reefs and the Cod Hole, contact 
Dive In Australia, 50 Francisco Street, 
Suite 205, San Francisco, CA 94133; 
telephone (415) 421-5588. »~# 


TREASURE ISLAND 
DIVERS 


Treasure Island Divers, Inc. has been 
awarded the PADI Five Star Training Fa- 
cility rating. It offers full service, gulf dive 
trios and PADI instruction in the St. Pe- 
tersburg/Clearwater area. It has a full line 
of accessories and scuba gear available. 

There are day and night classes for 
PADI open water certification and eight 
specialty courses. Owners/instructors 
Ron and Libby Burch also teach the new 
PADI medic first aid course. 

For more information call (813) 360- 
6669 or stop by the store at 117 tO8th 
Avenue, Treasure Island, FL 33706. >t. 


ISLA MIA OFFICE 

The M/V /sla Mia of Belize has now 
opened a stateside office. Mike Tromm 
will manage the new office. He has 16 
years of scuba experience and 25 years 
of maritime experience. 

For more information contact Isla Mia 
Ltd., Rt. 3, Box 214A, Corpus Christi, TX 
78415; (800) 255-8503. > 


ANTASIA 
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FANTASEA 
EXCURSIONS 


offering 


the only Mexican 
Network of 
Yor 0] oF TIT aTe | 
Facilities 


® Cozumel e 
e Cancun 
e Loreto 


Dive Packages from 


$236.00 


4 Nights/ 
3 Days Diving 


This high season rate 
valid ‘til 4/30/88. 


FANTASEA 


Excursions 


handles 
® La Ceiba e 
@ Sol Caribe e 
@ E/ Presidente @ 
Cm Or ivi ome(-) mle) mt 


CF laremelel Taicol Tamare) (ice 


For Information 
& Reservations: 


U.S. and Texas 
1-800-336-DIVE 


Houston 
(713) 558-9524 





You never know who 
youll bump into in Loreto. 


t might be a sea lion. Maybe a 

finback whale. Or one of over 

800 different species of fish that 
call the Sea of Cortez home. 

In Loreto, on Mexico’s spectacular 
keyr- Meer igen voles | Bepatem-valr-lelbearer-balac 
of sea life few places on earth can 
match. Everything from the largest 
ere Woat-Voaveat-] McCoo l-VZAltateavelaere) che); 
rare tropical fish. 


FANTASIA ppivErs 
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Loreto has something for every 
diver. Isolated coral coves. Pinnacle 
rocks and submarine peaks. Sheer 
walls that plunge to depths of over 
100 feet. 

Loreto offers complete diving 
services and facilities. Dive shops, 
rental equipment, airfills, PADI certi- 
jater-toCeameeleeroce-valeMephicmcolelamawian 
experienced guides. 

Even on dry land, Loreto has 
ge to offer. Like a range of fine 

otels. A world-class tennis center. 
And Spanish missions to explore. 


In Mexico, they say everything’s 
bigger in the Baja. When you dive in 
Loreto, you'll know what they mean. 


© 1987 FONATUR, Mexico Tourism. Another resort from Fonatur, 
the planners and developers of Cancun, Ixtapa and Los Cabus. 


Los Angeles 
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MOUNTAINS SWIM. 





Special diving packages available. For more information call toll-free 1-800-336-DIVE 


(in Texas call (713) 558-9524) 


circle #184 on Reader Service Card 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 111 











/ Now offering a large choice of dive sites, an abundance 
of wrecks (including the largest in the Caribbean], virgin 
reefs and drop-offs—and the best in vacation excitement. 





Dive packages include 7 nights/8 days 
hotel accommodations, bonus features, 1-800-32 17-6709. 
round-trip airport/hotel transfers and Eastern Airlines and American Airlines 


unlimited diving. Also available 5 have daily flights to Aruba from major 
nights/6 days and 3 nights/4 days. For U.S. cities at reduced rates. 


information, bookings and air transpor- | 7 
: ! *Prices quoted are Starting prices and vary by season. Full 
tation contact: cooperation with travel agents and dive professionals. 


PELICAN WATERSPORTS 

PADI International Training Facility. Operates three modern dive 
centers with new dive boats and top-quality rental/retail equipment. 
Night dives, two-tank dives, wreck dives, shore dives, etc. 

PO. Box 36, Oranjestad, Aruba 

Telex:5038 Phone: (2978) 23888 Fax: (2978) 26136 





GOLDEN TULIP ARUBA ARUBA CONCORDE HOTEL 
CARIBBEAN HOTEL Uf” & CASINO 
7 nights/8 days from $489 per 


ete isle SeeUbaMGE Vy person, double occupancy* 





al, HOLIDAY INN OF ARUBA DIVI DIVI and TAMARIJN 





PY 7 nights/8 days from $519 _ BEACH HOTELS 
wap Pe! person, double ( 7 nights/8 days from $543 per 
I< occupancy* person, double occupancy* 


Aruba Tourism Authority 


1270 Avenue of the Americas [Suite 2212), New York, NY 10020, U.S.A. 
Phone: (212) 246-3030 (New York State} |-800-TO-ARUBA 
Telex: 668688 ARUBA NY 


Aruba. One happy island. Come. 
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SOTO’S SCHEDULE 
EXPANDS 


There has been an increasing demand 
for dives at Stingray City, featured in Sep- 
tember’s SKIN DIVER. So, Bob Soto's 
Diving, Ltd. is expanding its dive sched- 
ule to include this unique 12 foot dive 
site. To enhance this expansion, the Par- 
adise Diver has been renovated to pro- 
vide more convenient tank storage and 
room for divers. Since Paradise Diver is 
in Governor’s Harbour, it is only a short 
trip to Stingray City. 

Divers are able to dive with the rays on 
the second dive site, immediately follow- 
ing one of the many spectacular North 
Wall dives such as Tarpon Alley, Snobs 
Knob and Eagle Ray Drop-Off. In the af- 
ternoon, there will be a one tank dive to 
Stingray City, also departing from Gover- 
nor’s Harbour. Guy Pelland of Ocean Im- 
ages is available to do video and photo 
shoots of either of these dives. 

Reserve your space now by calling the 
Soto’s reservations hotline (800) BOB- 
SOTO (262-7686) or, in Florida, (305) 
981-7555. >t. 


DEL MAR AQUATICS 


Del Mar Aquatics, the dive store at Ca- 
sa del Mar in Cozumel, has added two 
more ‘‘splash boats,’’ which brings the 
total to four. The four splash boats are the 
fastest on the island for their size and of- 
fer the diver more time on the reef and 
less time getting to it. Powered by twin 
225 horsepower V6 Johnson outboards, 
the boats are capable of speeds of nearly 
50 miles per hour with a full load. 

All four splash boats are custom fiber- 
glass, 33 foot, 20 passenger vessels with 
ample underseat storage, freshwater 
rinses and tables for cameras and per- 
sonal belongings. 

For more information about Del Mar 
Aquatics contact Two Worlds Travel, 
1307 First St., Humble, TX 77338; (800) 
446-2166 or, in Texas, (713) 446- 
2166. >t 


SUN SCUBA & SKI 


Sun Sports Scuba & Ski has opened a 
new dive and ski store in North Palm 
Beach, Florida. Sun Sports is not only the 
largest store in Palm Beach, it is the only 
one with a heated indoor pool designed 
especially for scuba training. Also, dive 
charters are available on the 38 foot boat, 
Experience. 

Sun Sports’ parent store is Sea Sports 
Diving Center in Key West, Florida. The 
owner, David Fair, is anticipating opening 
a second Key West location by summer. 

For more information contact: Sun 
Scuba & Ski, Inc., 11915 U.S. 1, North 
Palm Beach, FL 33408; (305) 622- 
7606. >t. 








SEAWORIDIT 4 (CARIBLUE 
RESORTS 
tstmTzo_ BEACH RESORT 
800-327-0010 © In Fla. 800-432-5034 


, MONTEGO BAY WYNDHAM 


RESORTS LIMITED @ COUNTRY CLUB 
800-327-0010 In FL 800-432-5034 


Club 
Caribbean 


800-223-6510 In NY 212-832-2277 


FANTASEA DIVERS <del S 
\& 1-800-445-2690 ¢ in N.Y. 212-953-7910 
Moise dis 
BLUE WHALE DIVERS LIMITED CLUB 


Our beauty runs from our lush 800-633-0045 © In Mass. 617-497-7400 Come experience the deeper 


green mountains, down refreshing- side of Jamaica’s beauty...a 






ANA St 















ly inviting waterfalls, to gorgeous NEaalL SCUBA IKE: aged beauty only a diver can fully 
beaches. But it doesn’t stop there. “Sw appreciate. 
Divers are invited to explore fur- 8 
ther... our seascapes five been 809-957-4425 ~~ 800-526-2422 For more information contact: 
described as ‘‘miniature versions In Fla. 305-566-0447  1.800-NEGRIL-N JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD 
of the Grand Canyon’ with an 866 Second Avenue 
ee lias hed eariits The above are all members of the New York, N.Y. 10017 

rae a Jamaica Association of Dive Operators ge soho 212-688-7650 
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VALI 


MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 










Mike Ball Watersports. Australia’s most successful dive operation, provides 
outstanding dives from Watersport and Supersport. Excellent service and 
superior dive facilities are provided from these spacious specialist dive ves- 
sels. Unlimited dives to the Barrier Reef, Yongala Wreck and Coral Sea 
can include exciting shark action, wreck diving with spectacular marine life 
and deep wall diving. 


Rates - Watersport 4 days $558, 7 days $977. 10 days $1400 


Supersport 4 days $669. 6 days $1003. 8 days $1338 
(All prices USD) 


Sea Safaris: 1-800-821-6670 (outside CA) 
1-800-262-6670 (in CA) 
See & Sea: 1-800-DIV-XPRT 


Tropical Adventures: (in Washington state) 


1-800-247-3483 206-441-3483 
















The 79 foot Coralita caters for a maximum 12 divers in 6 air conditioned 
cabins, offers excellent service, quality meals and need we say it?—unlim- 
ited diving. 

Explore the Great Barrier Reef—Cod Hole, Pixie Pinnacle, Dynamite Pass 
and Ribbon Reefs. These four day special excursions $540.00..usp) 


For the ultimate diving in 200 foot plus visibility, join us for a northern or 
southern Coral Sea extravaganza! Sites include: Wreck of the Yongala, 
Marion, Lihou, Bouganville and Osprey Reefs. These 10 day Coral Sea ex- 
travaganzas $2,650.00 (usp) 


International inquiries call 6170-537477 
Group charters also available 
See Undercurrent Report ’84 Vol. 9 No. 4 


1-800-DIV XPRI 
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THE WORLD'S FIRST FLOATING HOTEL 


@ Located in the lagoon at John Brewer Reef, right on the Great Barrier Reef. 

@ High Speed custom built dive boat offers convenient access to over 20 nearby reefs less 
than 1 hour from the Hotel. 

© Complete Dive facility including retail and rental shop, resort and full scuba instruction, 
day dive boats. 

@ 200 room international hotel, conference and convention facilities, choice of restaurants, 
ranging from coffee shop/grill to elegant first class international cuisine. 

© Comprehensive resort and leisure opportunities for non-divers including unique floating 
tennis court, fully enclosed swimming pool, luxury day sailing excursions, wind surfing, 
catamarans, disco, nightclub, sauna and gymnasiam. 


@ Prices: 4 nights, 3 days, 2 dives per day including a dive 
on the Yongola, weather permitting 


$785.00 (USD) per person, based on dbl. occupancy 
1-800-DIV XPRT 
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New Guinea—Over the last 3 years, the Reef Explorer has discovered 
some of the most exotic diving in northeastern New Guinea around the 
island of New Britain-Madang, Kimbe, Rabaul. Chris Newbert described a 
recent trip as “simply awesome, best diving | have ever done”. 


Coral Sea—Aboard Australia’s pioneer dive boat, high season, in the Coral 
Sea is a must. 200 foot plus visibility, giant soft corals, intense and beauti- 
ful fish life. Southern Coral Sea trips can start or finish with a few days 
at Hayman Island. Northern Coral Sea trips from Cairns. 


Limited vacancies for 
New Guinea and Coral Sea 
during 1988 


1-800-DIV XPRT 
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Hayman. Australias new world-class resort hotel, perfectly situated on its own tropical 
island close to The Great Barrier Reef. Hayman is an elegant, civilised haven of peace 
and good living. It offers exquisite food and wine, impeccable service and unrivalled diving 
facilities. Including Australia’s only PADI Five Star and the world’s most sophisticated and 
luxurious dive boat, The Reef Goddess. She will take you to one of the most exhilarating 
diving adventures of your life. For reservations or information telephone: Ansett Airlines 
of Australia: within CA (800) 626 7388: outside CA (800) 426 7388. Or Sea & See Travel: 
within CA (415) 434 3400. Nationwide outside CA (800) 348 9778. 
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WORLDS APART 
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HOSPITALITY 
CAYWIANESTYLE 


photo/Geri Murphy 


Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman offers a fleet of six state-of-the-sport dive boats 
that carry divers quickly and comfortably to the best of Cayman dive sites. Fos- 
ter’s has a large staff of divemasters and instructors and six retail shops. 
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‘ll never forget my first meeting with 
Don. | was on a bar stool strumming an 

j ditty in a run-down seaside bar. My 

pay was free conch fritters and cold beer. 
In walked big, chunky, smiling Don who 
said “Hey, can ul join ya? | got an old set 


Why not—but I’m not sharing my 
conch fritters!’ was my reply. An instant 
later the sound of my band became fuller 
with the addition of an authentic calypso 
beat banged out by Don Foster. 

As | progressed to nightly smoke filled 
clubs, recording sessions and money, 
Don was always there with me. Not only 
did he become an important member of 
my band, he also became a good friend. 

Don, however, rarely talked about mu- 
sic. He always spoke of the sea, the coral 
gardens and the marine life in Cayman's 
crystalline waters. | figured it was just the 
Caymanian in him, so | paid little atten- 
tion. Caymanians are some of the world’s 
best mariners and Don’s father and uncle 
are reputable sea captains. 

One day (nine years later), Don caught 
me completely off guard when he said, 
“You know, Barefoot, | think I’m going to 
start my own Give business. © 

“Dive business!! Don, youre nuts!! 
Dive operators in these islands are as nu- 
merous as taxi drivers. Forget it, you'll 
never make it,” was my reply. 

Don knew the reefs, the walls and un- 
dersea caverns of Cayman better than 
most. He had that to his advantage, but 
| just couldn't see Don as a business per- 
son. He was too happy-go-lucky, too laid 
back, too much “tropics on the brain.”’ 
And besides that, | was afraid of losing a 
good drummer. Well folks, as the old cli- 
che goes, the rest is history: Don meets 






Don Foster's 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY G.H. NOWAK 


Jil, they fall in love and | lose a drummer. 

dil is the Margaret Thatcher of Cay- 
man’s dive industry. On this tiny British 
Crown Colony, when you spell Jil Foster, 
you spell s-u-c-c-e-s-s! In less than a dec- 
ade, she turned what started out as a one 
boat, one drummer, ten tank dive under- 
taking into one of Cayman's leading dive 
operations. She now heads a staff of 45 
(24 of whom are divemasters and instruc- 
tors). There are six retail shops and a 
fleet of six state-of-the-sport dive boats. 

The success, however, hasn't changed 
Don much; he's still probably the most 
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also pictures of her two sons; Kirk, age 
seven, and Brandon, age two. The € x 





oe 


Top: Hospitality World has more than 
500 rental units on Grand Cayman 
and can arrange accommodations in 
anything from a penthouse-style 
three bedroom condo to a one bed- 
room villa. Above: Don, Jil, Kirk, Bran- 
don Foster. Above right: Marc Redt. 


compincaat 3 dive boss you'll ever net 
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: child s coreg. “We Love You, Mom- 


His relaxed island attitude rubs off on his 


staff members. They have a reputation of 


providing service with a personal touch, 
yet ensuring at all times that Seay goes | 


hand in hand with fun. : 

There’s no need for Don to change. Jil 
runs the show. Her energy accelerates 
every time she gets her pretty little hands 


on a new venture. Jil’s reputation and 


success was not built on diving alone. 


my’’ and a collection of invitations to 


cocktail parties she tries to attend be- 


tween shifting from wife to mother to busi-. 


ness woman. 


Like a weil blended island concoction, 


_ the Fosters have found the right mixture 


in creating the most talked about dive op- 


eration in these islands: personal atten- 


Les hassle-free diving and ean ey 


There are boutiques, a photo lab, the 


Kon-Tiki Party Raft, Don’s 38 foot cruise 


trawler and, if you want deepsea fishing, 
that’s also available. S 
One would think when meeting a lady 


of such status in the dive industry that the 
mood would be cold and the talk would 


be canny. Not so, my friends. When you 
meet Jil there’s an immediate attraction to 





her smile and warm sense of modesty. 
Along with the normal accumulation e 
messages, pens and paper that one finds 


World, 


Hospitality World, Beeman Ss biggest and 

best selection of accommodations. — 
Mare Redt, president of Hospitality 

is another friend | have had the 


pleasure of working with in the past. As 


general manager of Grand Cayman's 


Holiday Inn, he was also my boss. Marc 


looks more like a linebacker for the Miami. 
Dolphins than the director of an enter- 


prise he started that today is the most 


on any busy executive's desk, there are 


sO a homemade Valentine : 









successful cor 


rental units in Grand Cayman. They can 


l- arrange accommodations in anything 
a from: a Pees aule three bedroom 





ominium management 
company in the Caribbean. 
Hospitality World has more than 500 


condo—complete with spa and maid—to 
simple yet comfortable one bedroom vil- 
las along the fabulous Seven Mile Beach. 
During your stay with Hospitality World, 
Don Foster's Diving Services provide 


complimentary transportation from most 


condos to their dive boats. ; 
Now, don’t let the word condominium 


scare you. Most prices at Hospitality 


World are equal or close to hotel rates— 
and look at the advantages. A two bed- 


-foom unit can comfortably hold a party of 


four to six. There’s a kitchen, a refrigera- 
tor, A/C, electricity and maid service. In 
most cases, youre within walking dis- 
tance of local restaurants, gift shops, well 
stocked markets and the Wreck of the 


Ten Sails Lounge where you can dance ~ 


to the music of the Barefoot Man and 
Band. (| had to get a plug in somewhere!) 

Hotel managers in these islands can 
come and go like the trade winds. Marc 
Redt, however, has been one of the rare 
ones who has firmly rooted himself in the 
tropics like a palm tree. With years of ho- 
tel experience under his belt, including 
six terms as president of the Cayman |s- 
land Hotel Association, Marc, along with 
Don Foster's Dive Grand Cayman Ltd., 
has created a sort of villa-dive-vacation- 
package. Like Jil and Don, much of 
Marc's success has resulted from provid- 
ing a personalized touch. You can find 
this dynamic entrepreneur working side 
by side with divemasters at a DEMA 
Show or giving a first hand tour of his 
properties to visiting travel agents. 

The hallways of the George Town Trust 
Building, where Jil and Marc have their 
offices, have become corridors of power 
in the hospitality industry. With Don Fos- 


ters Dive Grand Cayman on one side 


and Hospitality World on the other, they 
focus on their clients’ comfort and needs 
and provide a choice of affordable, com- 
plete condo-dive packages. 

lm not going to describe the fabulous 
diving around Grand Cayman, that would 
be a bit repetitious. I'm sure anyone hold- 


_ing this magazine in his or her hands has 


read it all before. Cayman is the Super 
Bowl of scuba and we all know it. Thus, 
| will Sum up this story by admitting: The 
Barefoot Band did lose the best drummer 
it ever had, but our loss was Jil’s and Don 
Foster's Dive Grand Cayman Ltd.'s gain. 
And, Jil and Don Foster have gained by 
their alliance with Marc Redt’s Hospitality 
World Ltd. 

Actually, | should mention that the ailli- 


ance is a three way partnership that in- 


cludes the convenience and expertise of 
dive travel, through Scuba Tours, Inc. 
This well established and respected trav- 


el agent/wholesaler serves individuals, 


dive shops, groups and other travel 
agencies throughout the world. For infor- 


mation and reservations, call the toll free 


Don Foster's Dive Grand Cayman hot line 


- (800) 635-2822. In New Jersey call (201) 


256-9115. = 
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4 
Lammer Law 
Misty Law 
Trespasser 


Stop the press!! 
Our new boat has 
been launched and 
will enter service 
soon. See Dec. 
SKIN DIVER for 
details of our 
“Name the 

Boat’ contest. 

iia Oiled: 


The most experienced company in the BVI. 
The best boats and crews in the world. 


Trimarine P.O. Box 362, Road Town, Tortola, BVI 





DIVING THE EASTERN PACIFIC 


SOCORRO GALAPAGOS 










Sr se eee t.. 
PPmecg 


5: 
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Join us diving the best 
of the Pacific. Live aboard 
expeditions, 8, 10, and 13 day 
trips. Experience some of the 
world’s best shark diving. 
Tropical fish, cave dives and wrecks 
add to these ultimate adventures. 















a> BAJA 


&6 5% EXPEDITIONS, INC. 
2625 Garnet Ave., Dept. SD, San Diego, CA 92109 (619) 581-3311 or 1-800-843-6967 


Free Color Brochure Available 
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CONTINENTAL/COZUMEL 


Continental Airlines flies from Houston 
to Cozumel every day. The flight departs 
Houston at 11:20 am and arrives at 1:20 
pm. This allows divers to connect from al- 
most anywhere in the United States. 





Continental flignts depart Cozumel at 
2:00 pm every day, arriving in Houston at 
4:08 pm. For more information call your 
travel agent or Continental Airlines (800) 
525-0280. >= 


SAND DOLLAR 
PHOTO BOAT 


Sand Dollar Dive and Photo on Bonaire 
has added a boat to its fleet. The boat will 
be used exclusively for photographers 
who want to avoid crowded reefs, unset- 
tled bottoms and other disturbances. 
With divemaster and photographer Son- 
ny Kempenaar, the boat is equipped with 
a ‘‘photographer's first aid kit’’ and a dive 
guide specializing in finding creatures. 

Sand Dollar Dive and Photo is 
equipped with a full service photo facility 
including courses, camera rental and re- 
pair and video. Also, E-6 and print proc- 
essing are available. For more informa- 
tion contact The Travel Barn, 50 George- 
town Road, Bordentown NJ 08505; (800) 
345-0805. >t. 


OCEAN DIVERS WRECK 


PACKAGES 

With the sinking of the two Coast Guard 
cutters, Bibb and Duane, comes a new 
concept in wreck diving. Ocean Divers, 
along with Marina del Mar, is offering 
wreck, deep and dive computer special- 
ties along with dive and hotel packages. 

The dive computer specialty gives the 
advanced diver a chance to become edu- 
cated in and familiar with using a comput- 
er on the 110 foot wreck dives. 

Packages and instruction are offered 
year-round at Ocean Divers, a Five Star 
PADI facility. For more information call toll 
free (800) 451-1113 or, in Florida, (305) 
451-1113. >see 






















= Row, row, row your boat H The 
ancient Hawaiians navigated the seas in outrigger 
canoes. Today, local folks are more likely to race 

, in them. Which can be very enter- 
he oe (aining. Especially if you're 


= , : ’ » along for the ride. Or in 
NIA in 





there, pulling your 
R weight. 

























Snow joke ™ There really is skiing in Hawaii. With no lift 
es In fact, no lifts. When conditions permit, the 
adventurous climb 13 (96 feet in 4-wheel drive 


vehicles. Mittens suggested. 5 a 
















® A 2,000 pound 
marlin? & Off the Big Island, 
some people have been known to 
tell some pretty fishy fish stories. 
But you can catch a 60-pound tuna 
or a 30-pound mahimahi. And 
that’s the truth. No really. 


© Tack, broach 


TO AVOID 


kibber & Before 
| “Stars and Stripes” 
brought back the 
@ It’s all downhill from here & nal beter lias 
Rent a bicycle atop Maui’s Mt. Haleakala, waters. Some say the 
and coast down breathtaking trails for hours a iF : 


sailing here is the 
on end. Not to worry. You don't have to ride best in the world. 
back up. The windsurfing, too. 
But take a lesson first. 
Or you might end 


up in Australia. 

























¥ Do G little siete climbing | =) seat 
people are content to gaze at Diamond Head’s 


familiar profile from sea level. But a half-hour | Water, water 

hike can take you to see level. Isn't that Kansas everywhere 

over there? If you get tired of 
swimming or boating 


or skiing or surfing 
in the ocean, try 
exploring its depths. 
Our clear, warm 
waters are perfect for 
scuba or snorkeling. 


The fish like it, too. 


@ Different strokes for different folks @ With 936 holes 

of golf and over 400 tennis courts, it’s easy to get into the swing of things 
here. And where else can you hit a wedge by a waterfall, or volley near 

a volcano? 





Want to hear more? Write to Hawaii 
Visitors Bureau, 2270 Kalakaua Avenue, 
Suite 801, Honolulu, Hawaii 96815. 


Or call your travel agent. 
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Holiday Inn Grand Cayman 


“The Inn On The Beach” and Rion Kipp’s 


Bob Soto’s Diving LTD. 
Northwest Airlines 


Proudly announce the Sixth Annual 
Guaranteed Dive Vacation 





AGAIN ...NO SURPRISES AND NO EXCUSES. 


The Hotel—Our International Beach Resort is located right on the beach in the heart and 
best part of beautiful 7 Mile Beach. Spacious, well appointed rooms, freshwater pool and beach 
bar. Excellent food and the home of the Cayman’s best evening entertainment, the legendary 
Barefoot Man, the “Scuba Balladeer.”’ 

The Diving—Bob Soto’s Ltd., the island’s only PADI 5 Star diving facility, presents the 
most comfortable, spacious boats on Grand Cayman. Our drop-front boats pick you up right at 
the Holiday inn beach—5-15 minutes to Cayman’s best dive sites. 

Additional Dives—Upgrade available for North Wall or Double Wall Dives at minimal addi- 
tional charge. Underwater slide show every week. Maximum divers per boat 20 people. Room 
upgrade at additional cost, based on availability at time of arrival. Northwest Airlines—official air- 
line for guaranteed dive package. 

Dive Packages Includes—5 nite accommodations (economy category) at the Holiday Inn 
Grand Cayman—full American breakfast daily—four morning two tank dives. 

Package Also Includes—Unlimited shore diving * tanks/backpack/weight belt/surface 
buoy/for shore dives e Free Bob Soto’s Diving T-shirt® Tuesday Manager’s Rum Punch Par- 
ty e Free admission to the Wreck of the Ten Sails nightclub ¢ All the amenities of the Holiday Inn 
Grand Cayman. Free admission to Cayman Maritime and Treasure Museum. Air fare is not includ- 


ed. 
Price 
per person 
i double occupancy 


Effective April 15 through December 15, 1988 


Three night $245 00 per pers. Seven night S$ 589 00 per pers. 
package a dbl. occ. package az dbl. occ. 
*Prices do not include 10% service charge and 6% government tax which will be quoted at the time of booking. 


° 
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Your dive boat will operate every day—GUARANTEED 
Your room reservations are confirmed every day—GUARANTEED 
Or your diving vacation is free—GUARANTEED 


OR OR OR eC DOD CCD CDC CDC DCO CCDC CCDC CCC ICCC COTE CCL CCE OGLE TIC ECCI LCE | 
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‘Holiday Syn! 


Inecrnataonal Beach Resort * 
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/ See your Professional Travel 


Agent, Dive Shop or write U.S. 

Reservations Office, The Holiday \s Sn : 
Inn Grand Cayman, 5100 Poplar “4° Yep 
Avenue, Suite 2219, Memphis, 

Tennessee 38137. 


W = 4.800-421-9999  oivincim. 


NORTHWEST 


RON KIPP’S 


\.. CAYMAN ISLANDS, BW1 
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THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO: 
MARCH 1953 

several dive clubs were featured in 
that early issue of SKIN DIVER: the Sea 
Devils of Torrance, California; the Sharks, 
Redondo Beach (Mel Fisher, president); 
the Dolphins, Redondo Beach; the Hell 
Divers of Norwalk; the West Los Angeles 
Neptunes; the Coronado Wetbacks; the 
Puget Sound Mudsharks; the Reef 
Rogues and the California Water Dogs. 
Are any of those early clubs still in exis- 
tence? Let me know. 

Two pages reviewed Captain Jacques- 
Yves Cousteau's book The Silent World: 





Ron Church 


it introduced us to phrases such as “‘rap- 
ture of the deep”’ and to the dubious hon- 
or bestowed on divers who made ‘‘re- 
cord dives.’’ One of the book’s divers 
died while attempting a dive to 396 feet. 
Richard Crosby wrote the review. 

The other feature story of that issue 
was Skin Diving on a Polynesian Expedi- 
tion by Robert R. Harry, assistant curator 
of fishes, Academy of Natural Sciences 
of Philadelphia. They sailed on George 
Vanderbilt's 172 foot auxiliary schooner 
Pioneer. \t was reported, ‘‘During our re- 
cent cruise extensive underwater spear- 
fishing operations contributed greatly to 
the 50,000 fish specimens collected and 
preserved.’ | wonder: What did those 
50,000 fish contribute to science? 

The Sharks dive club held its second 
annual lobster dinner at the Hollywood 
Riveria Club. The price was $1.50 per 
plate!! The Council of Diving Clubs held 
its monthly meeting and elected officers: 
Bill Barada, president; Big Jim Christian- 
sen, vice president; Dottie Davies, secre- 
tary/treasurer. The photography direc- 
tors were Dr. Nelson Mathison and Mel 
Fisher. With a slate like that the council 
was bound to succeed. 





FIFTEEN YEARS AGO: 
MARCH 1973 

Two items in that issue were similar to 
events reported in the March 1953 issue. 
Publisher Paul Tzimoulis commented on 
the tragic death of Hewart Henriques of 
Jamaica. ‘‘He was attempting a world re- 
cord scuba dive to a depth of 500 feet on 
compressed air. On the day before 
Christmas, Hewart and one safety diver 
set off from the stone pier in front of the 
hotel on a swim that turned out to be a 
one way ticket to the world beyond. To 
make things doubly sad the safety diver— 
Sister Stella Rose—also died in the at- 
tempt.’’ SKIN DIVER has always opposed 
record setting dives. They are danger- 
ous. Seldom are the divers involved qual- 
ified, equipped or adequately supported. 

Ron Church wrote about Captain Cous- 
teau’s photography adventures while 
filming The World of the Walrus in Alaska. 
Hillary Hauser featured the great barracu- 
da in her popular Fish of the Month arti- 
cle. Technifacts featured the early wrecks 
of the Pacific coast and warned about 
diving after a bout with pneumonia. 

In March 1953, | opened the doors to 
Divers Supply Company in Wilmington, 
California. On March 9, 1968, | made an 
underwater inspection of Chevron’s sub- 
marine pipelines in Hawaii. What were 
you doing in those years? Share your ex- 
periences with The Historian, c/o SKIN 
DIVER Magazine, 8490 Sunset Boule- 
vard, Los Angeles, California 90069. >. 


TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 51) 


college graduates. They will continue to 
be sought after by employers. However, 
a one year course should prove popular 
with students who cannot devote two 
years to training. For complete informa- 
tion on all courses, including the one year 
course, contact Highline Community Col- 
lege, Diving Technician Program, P.O. 
Box 98000, Des Moines, WA 98198. 

Next month Technifacts will discuss 
sources for several types of equipment 
for advanced diving skills. Also, more 
questions will be answered. If you have 
comments, suggestions or questions 
about modern diving techniques or 
equipment write to Technifacts, C/O 
SKIN DIVER Magazine, 8490 Sunset 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90069. Be 
with us again next month. »#. 


FLORIDA TREASURE! 
Discover gold from an- 
cient Spanish ship- 
wrecks off of Florida’s 


southeast coast in the 


Before you Check Out.. 
..Check this Out 
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It's true that you never forget your first 
dive. So at Sunset House our award- 
winning dive masters promise to make 
it as much fun as possible. 

For a start youll be diving in some 
of the world's clearest and warmest 
waters. With more things to see, and 
more chance of seeing it. 

No cold sand pits or zero visibility. 

Our special Check-Out deal takes 
care of everything from your room to 
your Civeooat. And you'll meet novice 
divers like yourself, as well as experi- 
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rye 3 
T PACKAG é 
4) 
& Tank, back pak, weights & belt i 
A Standard or deluxe room with A Pp 
A Full breakfast every moming 
WA Free airport transfers 
wm Welcome Rum Punch and 
Surprise Gift 


enced divers who retum to Sunset 
House year after year. 

So call now for special Check-Out 
rates on 1-800 854 4767 or write PO 
Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. &S 
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Grand Cayman's Hotel For Divers By Divers. 
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JUNE 3, 4, & 5, 1988 


HYATT REGENCY HOTEL - HOUSTON, TEXAS 


Lagoon bombing survivor/wreck diving 

of Truk discoverer. 
*HOWARD HALL — Presents “‘Truk’s Leg- 
endary Lagoon” and ‘‘Muro Ami Dilemma” 
CHARLES HOLLISTER — ‘Two Miles Down 
to the Titanic” 
*BILL GLEASON — Editor/Publisher of Skin 
Diver will teach an u/w Photo Seminar. 


*140 BOOTH HALL OF EXHIBITS — Seminars 
and Demonstrations 

*FILM FESTIVAL & U/W PHOTO CONTEST 
— Prizes include Caribbean trips, scuba gear, 
Nikonos cameras/strobes. 

*HYATT REGENCY — 

Superior accommoda- 

tions & service at 

reasonable rates. 


April issue of 


enndiver 


Call or write for ticket information and Photo Contest entry forms: 
seaspace Post Office Box 3753 
Houston, Texas 77253-3753 
(713) 467-6675 
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| 1) TAKE: Maui’s finest dive operator, Central 
Pacific Divers 


2) ADD: Maui’s newest luxury hotel, The Mom? haan 
Plantation Inn | sina oi 
3) THEN ADD: One of the state’s top 10 ham lea al Ay 7 
restaurants, Gerard’s : ait rq Hai | 
EEE ER es 
YOU HAVE: The ultimate dive resort from $475 Saas = 
per week The Plantation Inn 
This unique package combines the 15 years experience and 43’ and 50’ luxury dive boats of Central Pacific 
Divers with the Plantation Inn, our brand new, personal, first class inn featuring turn of the century furnishings, 
central air, 12’ deep tile pool & spa, and the award winning cuisine of Gerard’s Restaurant. All this located 
| in the historic, beautiful town of Lahaina, walking distance to the boats. Our deluxe dive week—7 boat 
dives, elegant accommodations, air-conditioned car, gourmet meals, champagne—$680 per person. 
For information: 
Packages or accommodations 1-800-433-6815 toll free 
Dives or classes 1-800-551-6767 toll free 
Or contact Central Pacific Divers 808-661-8717 
780 Front Street, Lahaina, HI 96761 
When on Maui, come by to view our rooms or try a dive or a meal. Free intro dives in our pool through 
complete diver training in our PADI 5 Star facility. 


Next time you feed your face, 
think about your heart. 


Go easy on your heart and start cutting 
back on foods that are high in saturated 
fat and cholesterol. The change'll do 
you good. 


& : pm 
ay American Heart Association 
WERE FIGHTING FOR YOUR LIFE 
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PHOTO BONAIRE 
BROCHURE 


Divi Resorts’ new brochure, entitled 
Photo Bonaire—Something Special in Un- 
derwater Photography, is now being dis- 
tributed by Divi's sales representatives at 
travel agencies and travel industry trade 
shows, and by Nikon, Inc. to purchasers 
of Nikonos cameras. 

Photo Bonaire, which operates in con- 
junction with Peter Hughes Dive Bonaire 
and Divi Flamingo Beach Resort and Ca- 
sino on the island of Bonaire, is a full ser- 
vice underwater photo facility. Certified 
scuba divers enroll in a one or two day 
underwater photography course, a three 
day PADI and NAUI photo certification 
course or an underwater video course. 
Those with special needs can take indi- 
vidualized instruction in virtually any as- 
pect of underwater photography. All 
courses include classroom instruction, at 
least one photo instructional dive, cri- 
tiques and use of equipment. 

In addition, several week long Nikonos 
technique seminars are offered through- 
out the year. Well known underwater 
photo professionals with varied back- 
grounds and experience are brought in to 
lead these seminars. Participants learn 
theory and technique, including charac- 
teristics of various films and lenses, use 
of artificial light, macro photography, 
composition and more. The individual 
seminars are as varied as the instructors 
themselves—a list that includes such no- 
tables as Rick Frehsee, David Doubilet 
and Marty Snyderman. 

The colorful brochure also describes 
ancillary services offered at Photo Bon- 
aire. These include equipment rentals, 
slide shows, custom E-6 and Cibachrome 
processing and a photo charge station. 
The Photo Bonaire photo pros will even 
film a custom underwater video far indi- 
viduals or groups, or conduct an artistic 
still photo shoot to diver specifications. 

Those who need additional copies or 
more information, or would like to make 
reservations can call (607) 277-3484 or 
toll free (800) 367-3484 in the U.S. and 
Canada. >t. 


TRUK LAGOON COURSES 


Micronesia Aquatics is now offering in- 
ternationally approved specialty courses. 
Divers visiting Truk Lagoon can now take 
NAUI and PADI approved courses. For 
the first time, divers can dive the world’s 
most famous sunken ships and receive 
the distinctive specialty course Truk La- 
goon Wreck Diver. This prestigious spe- 
cialty course and others are available no- 
where else in the world and taught only 
by Micronesia Aquatics. 

For information contact Micronesia 
Aquatics, Inc., P.O. Box 57, Truk Lagoon, 
E.C.|. 96942. >t 








DON F'OSTER’S Dive 
Grand Cayman Ltd. 


‘Don Foster’s Name Is To Diving What Harvard’s Name Is To Universities” 


eNO) ae Wateaverelis 
Skin Diver Magazine 


Four different accommodation choices mean that your ‘surface intervals’ 
will be as enjoyable as your ‘bottom time’. 


The Royal Palms Hotel 


Centrally located on Seven Mile Beach and just ten 
minutes from George Town, the Royal Palms is head- 
quarters for Don Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman and 
Ocean Photo Centre. A fresh water pool, lighted ten- 
nis courts, restaurant and oceanside pool bar are 
some of the amenities which make this charming 
hotel the divers choice. 


eC oicliam coum elier 


If you prefer the flexibility ofa villa vacation, Don 
Foster’s offers a choice of eight condominium com- 
plexes affiliated with Cayman’s largest condo man. 
agement company, Hospitality World. Each luxury 
apartment has a self contained kitchen; all bedrooms 
have accompanying baths. All villas are directly on 
Seven Mile Beach or have beach access and Don 
Foster’s Dive Grand Cayman provides complimen- 
tary beach or vehicle pick up from most of these 
properties. 


The Grand Pavilion Hotel 


Elegance is the keynote at this impressive new hotel, 
Queen Elizabeth’s home during her recent visit to 
Grand Cayman. The Grand Pavilion hotel, with ac- 
cess to Seven Mile Beach, offers luxury accommoda- 
tions, a lushly landscaped outdoor pool and com- 
plimentary Terrace Bar with a waterfall garden bor- 
dered by achic boutique providing everything from 
suntan lotion to the latest in tropical fashions. One 
of the Island’s finest seafood restaurants, Le 
Diplomat, serves excellent cuisine in a casual 
atmosphere. 





U.S. Representatives: 
For further | | Scuba Tours, Inc. 


information contact: | Toll Free 800-635-2822 
or 201-256-9115 in New Jersey 





photography by Paul Humann and Bradley Graham 
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“Those who Know us. love us. 


Those who dive The Cayman Islands, love the ve time and again love the endless variety of new sites 
spectrum of friendly, fascinating marine life dwelling a to be explored, many surprisingly close to shore. 
in our crystal clear waters. The breathtaking beauty of _ Beginners and experts alike love our highly 
our colorful coral gardens, and the stunning spectacle ———/#* # professional dive shops and schools, staffed by warm, 
of dramatic vertical drop-offs surrounding our three ~— , caring people who make a vacation here unforgettable. 
little islands, each with its own magic to discover. - pee ee Getting here is easy, via convenient, comfortable 
Nestled in the warm sunshine of the British Caribbean, | ¢ ‘ | jet service flights on Cayman Airways. Call your travel 
The Cayman Islands are known worldwide as a ~ a 4 ™ agent or Cayman Islands Department of Tourism. 
superstar among dive destinations. Those who return ‘e And start planning your own fantastic journey! 


x 
CAYMAN ISIANDS 


Department of Tourism Sales Offices: Atlanta/Chicago/Dallas/Houston/ Los Angeles/Miami/New York/Tampa/Toronto/London 


circle #102 on Reader Service Card 








DIVER'S 


Pon te Orres: 


7 


Finally, there is a_live- 
aboard for the discriminat- 
bavemendiebatcavaldalerot cima neuen 
allthe comfort and style ofa 
cruise ship. 

Enjoy a multi-island ad- 


L U xX U R Y —— | ow : a venture dive cruise in the 








eastern Caribbean. Treat 
| yourself to an entirely new 
bolas Pay Cruises ee ) experience aboard the 
17 Fort Royal Isle ek x yy a : : 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308 Oe lt Be fee = Coral Star, the ultimate div- 
305-563-1711 >’ ing resort. 


(or call your local dive store for info.) 
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THE GREAT ESCAPE! vicecee 
GREAT DIVE, GREAT FUN, po mieten 
GREAT TIME! 


e Round trip airport ground transfers 
on the Brac 

Pee, ¢ Welcome Island Rum Swizzle 
Viel > ¢ Deluxe oceanfront air-conditioned room 
e Full-course Breakfast, Lunch 

and Dinner daily 
© Unlimited alcoholic beverages 

and soft drinks 
¢ 2 one-tank AM boat dives per dive day 
¢ PM Dive Master escorted shore 

dive with transportation to site 

per dive day 
e 1 one-tank shore night dive per stay 
e All-day boat trip to Little Cayman, 

to include 2 one-tank dives 

(weather permitting) 
e Unlimited dirfills for shore diving 
e 10% Service Charge, in lieu of 

gratuities and 6% Government 












* Rare ie LOM seer eS Ret Room Toll 
*Per person, based on double occupancy 4 day /3 night package. © Also includes USA departure tax 
AX, MC, Visa accepted. Effective date through December 22, 1988. ° All diving by Brac Aquatics 


Call Toll-free 1-800-327-3835 in FL 1-800-233-8880 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Reef Beach Resort 


BRAC REEF USA office, P.O. Box 72279 


BEACH RESORT Tampa, FL 33602 
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any islands or island nations provide 

world-class diving with the underwa- 
ter environment being the main (in some 
cases only) attraction. Others provide an 
interesting and worthwhile dive experi- 
ence but with a great many topside at- 
tractions and ancillary activities. For a va- 
riety of underwater sites and a smorgas- 
bord of holiday pursuits, Barbados is 
hard to beat. 

Barbados has, in fact, been an estab- 
lished and recognized tourist retreat 
since the mid 1700s. It was considered, 
primarily by the English and other Euro- 
peans, to possess unusual health proper- 
ties. Bathing in the Barbados surf was re- 
ported to cure and prevent a variety of ill- 
nesses. Today, this easternmost of all the 
Caribbean islands (a map will reveal that 
Barbados is actually in the Atlantic, out- 
side the arc of the windward chain) has 
retained all of its natural charm and adda- 
ed many others. 

The island country (politically separat- 
ed from Britain in 1966) is naturally pic- 
turesque and almost 100 percent eco- 
nomically self-sustaining. The result is a 
proud, independent English-speaking 
population that much appreciates, but is 
not entirely dependent upon, tourism. 

There is a network of more than 800 
miles of good paved roads over the 160 
square mile island area and reliable taxi 
and bus transportation. Barbados offers 
visitors a breathtaking array of tropical 
scenery and considerable historic inter- 
est in the form of beautiful beaches, 
rocky coves, roiling hills of sugar cane 
and verdant pasture land, acres of tropi- 
cal forest and dozens of old manor and 
plantation houses with a variety of excel- 
lent restaurants, clubs, discos, folklore 
shows and local pubs. There is much 
more to see and do here than in the ma- 
jority of Caribbean islands. 

Until this trip, my first to Barbados, | 
knew little about diving around this is- 
land. Few experienced Caribbean divers 
do. Although Barbados’ reefs have ex- 
isted for a millennium, Peter Hughes and 
Divi Hotels were first to provide modern 
access and resort support for new, inter- 
-mediate and advanced divers. About two 
years ago the Divi Hotel Group bought 
two existing resorts in Barbados and 
quickly and efficiently turned them into 
Divi-style resorts (‘‘barefoot elegance’). 

Both resorts are gems and truly cap- 
ture the spirit of Barbados’ casual but 
tasteful ambiance. Divi Southwinds 
Beach Resort is on 20 acres of lush 
greenery and a spectacular one-half mile 
long beach with powder sand and gentle 
surf in the exciting and popular St. Law- 
rence Gap area (southwest coast). There 
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TOURIST RETREAT 
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TOP-NOTCH DIVING 
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as: hy sa ie See 
Nature wastes nothing: A hungry lizardfish 
makes a meal of a sick and dying goatfish. 


are 166 air-conditioned guest rooms, stu- 
dios and suites, each with a private bal- 
cony or patio with pool, garden or ocean 
views. There are a series of huge fresh- 
water swimming pools and two lighted 
tennis courts. The open air restaurant and 
lounge and smaller poolside lounge pro- 


vide international and Bajan specialties. . 


The slightly smaller Divi St. James 
Beach Resort (adults only) has 131 guest 
rooms and suites on the exclusive Gold 
Coast (western shore). Fronting a gor- 
geous Barbados beach, the Divi St. 
James package includes a variety of wa- 
tersports such as boardsailing, waterski- 
ing, Sunfish sailboats and snorkeling. 

| stayed a week at each Divi resort and 
changed my mind several times as to 
which | liked best. Subjectively, | think St. 
James is a little more laid back; the 
Southwinds slightly more sophisticated. 
The Southwinds is closer to some de- 
lightful music lounges and jazz bars near 
the capital city of Bridgetown (also the 
airport). The Southwinds beach is picture 
perfect and the folkloric show at St. 
James Is interesting and well performed. 


Peter Hughes’ Underwater Barbados is 
at St. Lawrence Gap, a small scenic cove 
almost bordering the Divi Southwinds 
Beach Resort. This full service dive oper- 
ation has the same equipment, profes-. 
sional staff and attention to detail divers 
have learned to expect from Peter 
Hughes throughout the Caribbean, only 
on a slightly smaller scale. Underwater 
Barbados caters to individuals and 
groups of 5-20 divers. The boat trips | 
took had 8-15 divers aboard. Snorkeling 
outings (15 people maximum) and resort 
and certification courses (NAUI/PADI) 
are offered regularly at both resorts. 

The main dive boat is the Solar Rain- 
bow. It is 31 feet long with two 150 hp en- 
gines. The boat is equipped with two-way 
radio, first aid kit and oxygen. There are 
also coolers for drinks and snacks. The 
second boat is the 26 foot Sun Dancer, 
powered by two 135 hp outboards. It has 
the same equipment as the Solar Rain- 
bow. The professional staff includes PA- 
DI/NAUI certified guides (divemasters) 
and instructors. 

Virtually all of the sport diving on Bar- 
bados is on the calmer, leeward southern 
and western coasts close to Underwater 
Barbados. The diving is characterized by 
patch and fringe reef areas with a linear 
barrier-type reef on the outside. The shal- 
low reefs range from 20-40 feet deep. 
some of these are near shore and inside 
protected bays but boat diving is almost 
always preferred to shore diving. The 
shallow reefs provide safe harbor for a 
variety of reef fish and tropicals, a splen- 
did selection of invertebrates and some 
schooling baitfish. 

The outside fringing and barrier reefs 
average from 60-100 feet deep. These 
reefs, referred to by locals as “‘bars,”’ run 
parallel to shore and are commonly 
termed inside, mid and outer bars. The 
outer reefs are high profile and are deco- 
rated with a variety of soft corals, 
sponges and gorgonians. Visibility aver- 
ages 60-80 feet and 100 feet is common. 
During my stay we had some heavy 
winds so visibility was reduced. Expert 
local divers report that visibility can fluc- 
tuate daily and 150 feet is not impossible. 
While Barbados diving does not sport the 








Left: The 365 foot Greek freighter 
Stavronikita is one of the most dramatic 
wrecks in the Caribbean. Peter Hughes’ 
Underwater Barbados visits this and other 
exciting sites. Below: The restaurant and 
lounge at the Southwinds Beach Hotel. 
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Right: A wave-sculpted rocky formation on Barbados’ 
north coast. Below left: The pool at the Southwinds 
Beach Hotel. Below right: A room at the Divi St. 
James Beach Resort. The Divi St. James package in- 
cludes a variety of watersports such as boardsailing, 
waterskiing, Sunfish sailboats and snorkeling. 
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Bonaire... Goed, Better, Best. 
365 dive days per year. 


Peter 

Hughes 

Dive Bonaire, 

and Divi Flamingo Beach Resort 

& Casino continue to be recog- 

nized as the world’s most versatile 

and complete dive resort and the 

standard by which others are 
measured. 


The first-class accommodations 
and dining, multi-level instructional 
programs, underwater photography 
center and the skill and friendliness 
of the Peter Hughes trained staff 
combine with the sheer beauty found 
at Bonaire's superb dive sites to make 
Divi Flamingo, our flagship 
dive resort, a naturalist’s 
Caribbean paradise. 





Peter Hughes 


DIVING DIVI RESORTS 


Dive Bonaire caters to the 
dreams and needs of divers of all 
levels of experience — beginners, 
Intermediates or advanced. Flam- 
ingo Beach Resort and Dive Bonaire 
are paying attention to the details 
which have made it the place 
divers return to year after year to be 
assured of a safe and completely 
hassle-free dive vacation. 

Call 800-367-3484 for reserva- 
tions or see your dive travel pro- 
fessional. Air-inclusive packages 


available. Book now forthe 1988 Nikonos 


Shootout, June 11-18! Over $60,000 in prizes 
to be awarded! 








Divi Hotels Marketing Inc., 54 Gunderman Road, 
Ithaca, New York 14850, 607-277-3484. 
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DIVI BARBADOS 


unlimited visibility of Cozumel or the Cay- 
mans, many fish and invertebrates can 
be found that are different from those 
found elsewhere in the Caribbean. 

My first Barbados dive was on a shal- 
low patch reef just five minutes north of 
Underwater Barbados. The reef, while 
low profile, was a virtual forest of frothy 
seawhips, seafans and seaplumes. 
Some of the purple seafans were nearly 
six feet wide. Swarms of big-eyed squir- 
relfish found shelter beneath ledges and 
overhangs. The animals thriving in this 
lush forest are as varied as their habitat. 
The long-lure frogfish, in yellow or rust, 
has a modified spine on its head that it 
wiggles as bait to tempt smaller fish. 
Schools of blue tangs or surgeonfish as 
well as Lima lima, the flame scallop, wav- 
ing fiery tentacles, were common sights. 
Red banded coral shrimp hiding in host 
anemones were numerous. Huge brain 
corals were everywhere. The reef itself 
was encrusted by fire sponges and 
capped with Millepora (fire) coral. Red 
lipped tunicates and lettuce slugs were 
easily found. 

Later, on our second dive, we did 
some bottle collecting back at Carlisle 
Bay. You are allowed to collect antique 
bottles that lie in harbors and near wreck 
sites. We found a couple-of keepers, in- 
cluding a hand blown brown beer bottle 
with a concave bottom. Finds vary from 
nearly modern to rare Hamilton and Codd 
torpedo bottles and hand blown black 
and brown beer bottles dating back as far 
as the late 1600s. Strictly speaking, 
spearfishing is legal in Barbados but Un- 
derwater Barbados does not allow this 
activity from aboard its vessels. 

The second day we started a series of 
deeper dives to the magnificent wreck of 
the Stavronikita. This 365 foot Greek 
freighter is the premier Barbados dive 
site and ranks among the most dramatic 
wrecks in the Caribbean. The freighter 
was gutted by fire in the early 1970s and 
sunk intentionally in 1978, some 400 
yards off the shore along the midwestern 
coast at Fitts Village. She now sits upright 
with her keel in 150 feet of water and her 
uppermost structure within 55 feet of the 
surface. A forward mast looms from the 
deck to within 25 feet of the surface. After 
the wreck is located, Solar Rainbow at- 
taches to a midwater buoy off the mast- 
head. Descents and ascents are made on 
the masthead and sojourns aft include 
visits inside the superstructure. Well- 
planned advanced dives can be made as 
deep as the huge prop beneath the fan- 
tail, but most divers will be content to ex- 
plore the decks and houses with greater 
bottom time. Actually, the view from the 
deck is the most spectacular with the 
huge triangular struts of the forward mast 











reaching toward the surface in dramatic 
silhouette. Hundreds, possibly thou- 
sands, of sergeant majors flit about the 


upper portion of the mast like bees on a 
hive. Water temperatures here, as else- 
where, were mild and tropical. Most div- 
ers on a two tank dive will want to wear 
a wetsuit jacket or a one piece nylon bo- 
dysuit. The SS Stavronikita is one of the 
largest and most memorable shipwrecks 
in tropical sport diving. 

My most impressive dive, however, 
was not on the Stavronikita. It was a lei- 
surely shallow sortie to three small 
wrecks off the southwest coast—all visit- 
ed on one single tank dive, Michael 
Young style. Michael is more than the Un- 
derwater Barbados dive operations man- 
ager: He is a magician and underwater 
animal trainer. | have seen a lot of Carib- 
bean experts but Michael absolutely 
amazed me. 

The most notable of the three wrecks 
is the Berwyn, a French tug that sank 
about 1920. The 60 foot wreck sits up- 
right in less than 30 feet of water and 
reaches to within eight feet of the surface. 
Obviously this is a good site for begin- 
ners as well as snorkelers. But, for inter- 
mediates and advanced divers, Michael 
Young has turned this wreck and the oth- 
er two into a menagerie. This is an abso- 
lutely ideal tour for photographers and a 
must for marine life observers. One by 
one, Michael locates, displays and sets 
up photos (he is an accomplished under- 
water photographer himself) with a varie- 
ty of marine creatures not often seen. 
Starting with several tropicals that will lit- 
erally kiss the lens of the camera, he next 
finds several long-lure frogfish, each one 
larger than the other. The largest, about 
eight inches long, thrilled my dive part- 
ner, model Stacey Albinder, who cradled 
the bright yellow frogfish with an upheld 
hand while | snapped photos. After the 
frogfish Came a series of seahorses, 
some rust, others bright yellow. Then 
came a primitive looking flying gurnard. 
It looked somewhat bored with this inter- 
ruption, but was nevertheless a superb 
and unusual subject. 

On the next wreck Michael produced 
one of the largest green morays | have 
ever seen. He fed the huge creature tiny 
scraps of fish held firmly in his mouth. 
When the moray moved too quickly, he 
scolded it firmly by tapping its nose. 
Watching Michael with his moray, | got 
the same feeling that | get wnen watching 
a trapeze artist performing without a net. 

Michael wasn't just showing off for 
SKIN DIVER. | talked to other divers on 
Barbados who also shared the thrill of 
Michael's three wreck, multi-critter show. 
It's standard operational procedure at 
Underwater Barbados. I’m told that a 
night dive on the three wrecks is even 
more spectacular. 

Underwater Barbados’ assistant oper- 
-ations manager is the capable and talent- 
ed Michael Seale, also a Barbadian with 


Sea Dancer, 
Peter Hughes 
110’ Liveaboard Dive Boat, gives 
the experienced diver extended div- 
ing freedom day and night. Cabins 
and staterooms are air conditioned 
and comfortable, with every need of 
the diver taken into account. 


sea Dancer lets you discover 
this last bastion of a truly virgin div- 
ing frontier, the sun-soaked golden, 
beach-rimmed Turks & Caicos 
Islands... an exotic underwater 
wonderland of aging Spanish 
galleons, sea turtles, humpback 
whales, spotted eagle rays and 
lobsters. A one week 
exploration aboard 
Sea Dancer Is 
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DIVING DIVI RESORTS 
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the dive escape of a lifetime. 


On Sea Dancer, the Peter 
Hughes diving system is carried out 
to the letter with the attention to de- 
tail that assures you of the same 
standards of safety, comfort and 
dependability you've come to expect 
from the other Peter Hughes dive 
operations located throughout the 
Caribbean. For reservations call 
800-367-3484, or see your dive 
travel professional. 


Divi Hotels Marketing Inc., 54 Gunderman Road, 
Ithaca, New York 14850, 607-277-3484. 
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DIVE 


MYRTLE BEACH 
SOUTH CAROLINA 





Aboard the “Westwind”, South Carolina’s 
first weekend live-aboard. 60’ of diver 
pleasure with 18 berths, galley, freshwater 


shower, A/C cabins, compressor, stereo, 
movies and more. Dive excellent ledge 
systems & virgin wrecks. Abundant marine 
life. Great visibility. Call for additional 
information. 


(803) 249-3571 


Hurricane Scuba Charters 
Post Office Box 255 LJ North Myrtle Beach, S.C. 29597 


circle #198 on Reader Service Card 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 127 

























Ca 


weightliftin 


AN 


— 
~ 






Dive Tiara offers 
you a luxury dive experience with 
service comparable to none. Relax 
and enjoy the intimate, tropical sur- 
roundings of Cayman Brac. 


Once settled into your comfor- 
table, air-conditioned Caribbean 
guestroom at Divi Tiara Beach Resort 
you will hardly touch your gear again 
except when you are actually diving. 
Everything is done for you. Let the 
underwater wonders and spectac- 
ular walls of Cayman Brac and 
Little Cayman show you 
multitudes of fish, black 
coral formations 
and the most 
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spectacular barrel sponges to be 
found anywhere in the Caribbean. 
The staff at new Photo Tiara can 
help you capture the beauty on 
film or video. 

Peter Hughes Diving and Divi 
Resorts are paying attention to the 
details to assure you a safe, com- 
pletely hassle-free dive vacation. 
For reservations call 800-367-3484 
or see your dive travel professional. 


Ask about non-stop jet service to the Brac 
for the same price as Grand Cayman! 
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Divi Hotels Marketing Inc., 54 Gunderman Road, 
Ithaca, New York 14850, 607-277-3484. 


DIVE SOUTH PADRE ISLAND 
WITH AMERICAN DIVING 


m 60'AC/40 Passenger Luxury Dive Boat 
mw Special Rates for Clubs & Groups 
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AMERICAN DIVING — 
South Padre, Texas 


(512) 761-2030 __ 
Let Us Book Your 





Ned Vacation 





DIVI BARBADOS 


considerable diving experience. Seale is 
more mechanical and operations-minded 
and will be heading up a separate satel- 
lite operation at the Divi St. James Beach 
Resort by publication of this report. 

The establishment of this second oper- 
ation will improve the logistics and sup- 
port for Divi St. James visitors as well as 
expand the diving territory of Underwater 
Barbados. Visitors can now move back 
and forth between the two dive opera- 
tions if they please. 

With the critters and the wrecks | found 
more adventure in Barbados’ underwater 
world than | anticipated, but it was the 
topside charm of Barbados that ensured 
a return trip in the near future. The hotel 
ambiance and nighttime entertainment 
was exceptional. The food at the Divi Re- 
sorts and elsewhere at specialty restau- 
rants was fabulous and reflected an Eng- 
lish, African and Antillean tradition. Sea- 
food, Chinese, Italian, West Indian, 
cheeseburgers and pizza were all served 
as though each was an island specialty. 

Entertainment in a variety of pubs, 
clubs and discos close to Divi South- 
winds revealed a talent and sophistica- 
tion with popular and contemporary mu- 
sic nearly unmatched in the Caribbean. 

Barbados is just 21 miles long and 14 
miles wide so traveling around the island 
is possible in a few hours. It will take a 
day or two depending upon how serious 
you are about topside photography. Bar- 
bados provides many scenic memories. 
It is an island of history and culture, with 
museums and art galleries, gardens and 
caves, manor houses and cathedrals. 

There is plenty of tennis, golf, horse- 
back riding and squash and all the favor- 
ite watersports are popular here. On Bar- 
bados’ windward coasts and along the 
southern end, surfing and windsurfing 
abound. Shopping is excellent. There are 
dozens of local handicraft shops and 
good bargains on all kinds of clothing 
from cashmere sweaters to Irish linens, 
Swiss watches, French perfumes and 
quality photo, video and stereo equip- 
ment. Many liquors are available at con- 
siderable savings. 

My favorite above-water daytime pur- 
suit was a combination of driving and hik- 
ing away from the tourist areas. Rural 
Barbados is fishing boats, pasture land, 
spectacular palm lined coasts dotted with 
rocky outcrops and, on the eastern coast, 
a sparkling, foaming, crashing sea, as 
well as friendly people everywhere. 

For more information on Barbados 
contact either Peter Hughes’ Underwater 
Barbados; Divi Southwinds Beach Re- 
sort; Divi St. James Beach Resort; Divi 
Hotels, 54 Gunderman Road, Ithaca, NY 
14850; telephone (800) 367-DIVI or (607) 
277-DIV |. =e 








JOURNEYS END 


CARIBBEAN CLUB 

Journeys End Caribbean Club is the 
newest full service beachfront resort in 
Belize, 4.5 miles north of the town of San 
Pedro on Ambergris Cave. Formerly an 
exclusive private estate, it is now a popu- 
lar resort for watersport minded travelers 
and those wanting the very best in a Car- 
ibbean beach resort. 

The full service resort offers all water- 
sports including diving, snorkeling, fish- 
ing on its own boats; airboat rides; wind- 
surfers; Hobie Cats; paddleboats; water- 
skiing; Jet Skiing, canoes—as well as vol- 
leyball, horseshoes and many more ac- 
tivities. There are 10 beachfront mahog- 
any paneled cabafas, with ceiling fans, 
optional air-conditioning, double beds, in- 
dividual porches and a view of the Carib- 
bean Sea and barrier reef. 

Ten new villas opened recently. These 
are super deluxe, with stucco construc- 
tion, tile floors, mahogany ceilings, indi- 
vidual porches, ceiling fans and optional 
air-conditioning. There is a three bed- 
room, three bath guesthouse on the 
beach constructed of local mahogany, 
with TV, stereo, kitchen, living room and 
wraparound porch. 

The main clubhouse features tele- 
phones, fax, computers, a TV lounge and 
dining room serving a varied menu. The 
open air Driftwood Bar is the ‘‘in’’ place 
on the island for fine drinks with frozen 
margaritas and pina coladas. Set right on 
the beachfront it offers a view of the 
beach, coconut palms and the waves 
breaking on the barrier reef. 

For information and reservations con- 
tact: Go Diving, 7630 W. 78th St., Minne- 
apolis, MN 55435; (800) 328-5285 or 
(612) 942-9687 (MN). xt 


M/V BEANER 

First mate Karen Brockfeld of the M/V 
Beaner recently received her Coast 
Guard captain’s license. The organization 
has also hired another captain/divemas- 
ter, J.P. Westbrook. 

This spring, the vessel will be operating 
seven days per week. Westbrook will be 
captain on weekdays. 

The package includes continental 
breakfast, non-alcoholic beverages, 
lunch, tanks, weights and air. All you 
bring is your soft personal gear. There 
are charters available for half day, full 
day weekend, weekend with night dive, 
and night dives. The weekend night dive 
includes dinner. 

The Beaner has moved to a new loca- 
tion on Lake Norfork at the spacious Lake 
Norfork Inn and Marina. There is a hotel 
with a restaurant and lounge. Lake Nor- 
fork Scuba Center, a full service facility, 
is on the dock. 

For further information contact M/V 
Beaner Charters, c/o Wayne and Karen 
Brockfeld, 1979 Lakeaire, St. Louis, MO 
63138; (314) 355-0409. a. 









New from Divi Resorts and Peter Hughes Diving! Divi Holidays... 
for all the help you need in creating your perfect Caribbean dive vacation. 
Package rates to our dive destinations include roundtrip air transportation 
from Miami and other cities, airport/transfers, diving and much more! Take 
a look at these sample, per-person, double occupancy prices: 








For reservations 
see your dive travel professional. * 


Call 800-333-3484 


* When you call, ask 
for our new Divi 
Holidays color 
brochure with 
complete rate 
and package 
information. 


Peru wa 


DIVING Ged DIVI RESORTS 
Divi Hotels Marketing Inc., 54 Gunderman Road, Ithaca, New York 14850, 607-277-3484. 


BONAIRE from $688. 

Divi Flamingo, 5 days/4 nights, 
unlimited diving. 

CAYMAN BRAC from $629. Divi Tiara, 
5 days/4 nights, 8 dives. 

BARBADOS from $897. Divi 
Southwinds, 5 days/4 nights, 3 dives. 


TURKS & CAICOS from $1325. 

Sea Dancer Liveaboard Dive Boat, 

8 days/7 nights, includes all 

meals, beverages and unlimited diving. 


NOW OPEN! NASSAU Divi Bahamas 
from $498. 4 days/3 nights, 4 dives. 












Rates are in US. dollars reflecting Miami departure, effective thru 
April 9, 1988, and subject to change without notice. 
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The Bayman Bay Club offers diving on well formed 
coral reefs with healthy populations of marine life. 
Top: Black crinoids at Vertigo. The native wood, 
three story clubhouse and tree house styled ca- 
banas are surrounded by the fruit and foliage of a 
tropical island paradise. The grounds behind the re- 
sort rise sharply toward the pine covered moun- 
tains. Left: This waterfall is just a short hike from 
the Bayman Bay Club. The open air clubhouse has 
a dining room, bar, game room, library and observa- 
tion deck. Above: The wet bar in the clubhouse. 








f | didn’t know better, | could easily be 

convinced that Johann Wyss’ Swiss 
Family Robinson was inspired by the 
beautiful Bayman Bay Club. 

Fashioned from a tropical jungle and 
built on a mountainous slope, the Bay- 
man Bay Club has a hypnotic ambiance. 
Obscured from the sea by a profusion of 
thick hardwoods, mango trees and coco- 
nut palms, it nestles on the north shore of 
Guanaja in the Bay Islands of Honduras. 

The native wood, three story clubhouse 
and the tree house styled cabanas are 
surrounded by the fruit and foliage of a 
tropical island paradise. 

Creator/owner Tom Fouke is the mov- 
ing force behind the Bayman Bay Club. 
Tom’s personal knowledge and historical 
interest in the Bay Islands, and Central 
America in general, mesmerize the 
would-be listener. He could easily have 
been a descendant of the adventurous 
Robinson family. After an army stint in the 
jungles of Panama, Tom fell in love with 
Central America and, in particular, the 
Bay Islands. After clearing the jungle and 
helping design and build the club, Tom 
still soends most of his time overseeing 
the operation. Resident manager Jay Ste- 
phens has been in the islands for the past 
ten years. Jay's capable leadership and 
concern for his guests are evident in the 
attitude of his staff. 

Since opening in 1975, the Bayman 
Bay Club has enjoyed a steady stream of 
returning divers with many new travelers 
just discovering what is truly unique 
about this island dive resort. 

Guanaja is small, with little change 
since Columbus’ discovery of the island 
in 1502. English is widely spoken, a re- 
sult of the English ancestors of the Bay Is- 
landers. Guanaja and the Bay Islands 
seem totally removed from the mainland 
of the Central American coast. The 
troubles in other Latin countries are non- 
existent here. The soon-to-open Roatan 
International Airport will be servicing 
most commercial airliners from major 
U.S. gateway cities. A short hop from 
Roatan to Guanaja aboard an inter-island 
airplane will be a welcome convenience 
for most travelers. | still prefer the present 
means of travel, however. Tan Sahsa’s 
modern jets from Miami, New Orleans 
and Houston offer daily flights with a 


















































short stop in San Pedro Sula. Then there 
is a quick flight and possible layover in 
the coastal town of La Ceiba before 
crossing the open ocean to Guanaja. 

As rugged and pristine as Guanaja’s 
mountains are topside, underwater the 
prolific reef formations are equally varied. 
The island is protected by a fringing barri- 
er reef that drops vertically on the outside 
to more than 180 feet. In addition to well 
formed coral reefs and healthy popula- 
tions of tropical fish and marine animals, 
Guanaja has impressive caves, caverns 
and canyons resulting from the volcanic 
formation of the Bay Islands. The reef 
system around the island is so expansive 
that one week’s visit is not long enough 
for you to savor the entire beauty of un- 
derwater Guanaja. 

During our short stay we visited some 
of the more popular dive sites as well as 
discovering a new one we later named 
‘““Gorgonian Heaven.’’ Divemaster Beau 
Bush, a young Bay Islander and former 
commercial diver, was eyeing landmarks 
for another dive location when the depth- 
finder took an erratic jump. Our group 
elected to explore the new site and quick- 
ly made preparations to dive. 

The top of the wall begins at 40 feet 
and plummets vertically to a depth of 
about 120. Natural cuts through the barri- 
er wall are highlighted by meandering 
coral knolls that form mini-walls in 80-120 
feet of water. Large basket sponges hang 
precariously from the wall like a display 
at the local strawmarket. The entire wall 
is overgrown with delicate laced works of 
deepwater gorgonians. 

An area called Black Rocks is a fine 
example of the violent birth of the volca- 
nic island. At Beau’s Canyon the once 
molten lava that poured into the sea 
formed hollowed tubes. Looking much 
like a giant welder’s bead inside, the in- 
terconnecting passageways provide an 
exhilarating experience. The Bayman 
Drop features rollercoaster-type coral for- 
mations that are adorned with colorful 
hues of tube, vase and finger sponges. 
Several inside walls, undercuts and sand 
chutes are filled with thousands of glassy 
copper sweepers. 

Much of the best diving is found along 
the north shore of the island, right in front 
of the Bayman Bay Club. There, unlimited 
beach and night diving on Kitchen Reef 
is encouraged. 

There are more than 20 dive sites with- 
ina 20 minute boat ride from the Bayman 
Bay dock, and quite often the divemas- 
ters will venture around the island to oth- 
er popular sites. 

Vertigo was one of my favorite dive 
sites. A large population of black crinoids 
can be found clinging to every sponge 
and gorgonian. | have only seen black 
crinoids off Bonaire but, even there, not 
in the clustered colonies we experienced 
at Vertigo. In one large barrel sponge we 
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Above: The main clubhouse at | 
Bayman Bay Club. Wooden 
walkways connect the resort’s 
structures with the beach. | 
Right: The clubhouse lounge. 


found a dozen or more. The resident 
schools of cuberas, mutton snappers and 
friendly groupers are not too shy to pose 
for a photo or two. 

For the underwater photographer, BBC 
offers E-6 film processing and viewing. 
The 40 foot, spacious and well equipped 
dive boat Nimitz has plenty of deck space 
for cameras and a freshwater rinse. A 
new and much faster 37 foot diesel dive 
boat will soon be in service. It will allow 
guests to explore some of the more re- 
mote dive sites around Guanaja. 

For non-regimented divers, there are 
plenty of post dive diversions. The open 
air, three story clubhouse is constructed 
entirely of island wood with a dining room 
and bar on the main level. The second 
level is a combination game room and li- 
brary tastefully decorated with nautical 
furnishings. There are hundreds of books 
and magazines available and an assort- 
ment of games such as checkers, back- 
gammon, chess, cards or billiards. The 
upper level is an observation deck com- 
plete with hammock and an incredible 
view of the rolling countryside. 

Meals are a tasteful combination of fa- 
miliar and native delights served family 
style. Native grown fresh fruits such as 
breadfruit, papaya, bananas, pineapple 
and cassava are served with each table 
setting. Home baked breads and fresh 
seafood are Bayman Bay Club treats. 

Each of the native hardwood cottages 








iS arranged in a private setting, hidden by 
a forest of palm, banana, sea grape and 
hibiscus trees. Each cottage, open and 
airy, has a spacious living area with large 
comfortable beds, hot showers and a 
large porch. Each cabin is connected by 
wooden walkways that lead to a palm 
lined white sand beach. There are Sun- 
fish and Windsurfers available for guest 
use at the watersports center. 

For the more adventurous, the grounds 
behind the resort rise sharply toward the 
pine covered mountains. A steep path 
leads to Guanaja’s highest peak. Michael 
Rock rises more than 1,500 feet from the 
sea and offers a breathtaking view of the 
island. Not far from the BBC is the en- 
trance to a narrow stream choked in 
dense vegetation. The river path snakes 
back four miles into an enchanted forest 
where the natural spring waters bubble 
from the mountains to form an incredible 
cascading waterfall. 

The Bayman Bay Club and Guanaja of- 
fer the serious diving traveler opportuni- 
ties of adventure unlike most other Carib- 
bean destinations. From volcanic cav- 
erns to exotic drop-offs, secluded 
beaches, sunset cruises and a Saturday 
night disco—there is something for every- 
one. For more information write to the 
Bayman Bay Club, 1 Isle of Venice—206, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, 33301; or call toll 
free (800) 524-1823. In Florida call (305) 
525-8413. Good luck! ~ 
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This is Anthonys Key 


Seductive and tantalizing 
Anthony’s Key Resort. What 
appears to be a Gauguin painting 
is really the most beautiful seclu- 
sion for divers and dreamers in the 
world. Natural wood bungalows 
spill along a verdant hillside and 
across a palm-studded islet. A 
small dory transfers guests over a 
blue lagoon to the hillside 
restaurant. 

Aboard a custom dive boat you 
have a choice of one, two or three 
single-tank dives per day. There 
are two boat night dives per week 
and the crystal bay invites you to 





AKR and Photo Roatan 
present the official 


NIKONOS TECHNIQUE SEMINAR 


enjoy unlimited shore diving. 

Learn about the gentle art of 
underwater photography (E-6 pro- 
cessing daily) or schedule your 
own underwater video produc- 
tion. Later in the week our West 
Bay Picnic will treat you to fabu- 
lous Tabiyana Beach - one of the 
most beautiful coastal scenes in the 
Caribbean. 

Topside, there is horseback rid- 
ing, windsurfing, sunfish sailing, 
canoeing, blue-water fishing anda 
casino and lounge for dancing. 

Write or call today for details of 
a 7-night visit to paradise. 


Improve your standard, close-up, macro 
and wide-angle photography. Special tips 
and strobe-lighting, composition, marine 
subjects, modeling and preventative 
maintenance made possible in part 
through the support of Nikon Inc. 


Dates Course Offered 
April 16-23, Sept. 12-19, Dec. 3-10, 1988 
with underwater Photo Pro Rick Frehsee 


The finest dive resort in the Western Caribbean 
Anthony's Key Resort 


Roatan ¢ Bay Islands e Honduras 
1385 Coral Way, Ste. 401, Miami, FL 33145 


1-800-227-3483 (DIVE) 


National toll free 
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AquaV! 





lights. 


1-305-858-3483 (DIVE) 


Florida direct 








U/W Video Systems 


AquaVideo offers more than 20 standard design U/W 
housings for amateur video systems, as well as professional 
video equipment. Custom-fitted (with short delivery times) 
housings can be made for any video system. Special 
inspection systems are available for commercial divers. 

Five years of manufacturing experience make AquaVideo 
THE source for underwater video equipment. All 
AquaVideo™ housings feature exclusive advanced sealing 
technology for extreme reliability, as well as careful design 
for easy operation. Our SuperNova™ 350-700 watt lights 
combine maximum power, wide beam angle, and compact 
size. A full line of accessories completes the system. 

ASK THE PROS WHO KNOW: NASA and the U.S. Navy 
Seals head a long list of satisfied pros and amateurs who 
have purchased AquaVideo™ housings and SuperNova™ 


AquaVideo, Inc. 


5065 N.W. 159th St., Miami, FL 33014 
(305) 621-0222 


© 1986 by Rick Frehsee for MediaTech Inc. 
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 
(Continued from Page 8) 


By now, you must be wondering why 
the National Park Service went to all this 
trouble over a few measly nails, a coin 
and some copper sheathing. We can only 
speculate on their motives. Perhaps they 
picked on wreck divers because they 
were an easy setup for scoring some ar- 
rests on a technicality. They made the 
perfect fall guys. Maybe it was done out 
of frustration because wildlife poachers 
are so hard to catch and divers are so 
easy. The park rangers could even the 
score by hitting the divers. Even the 
agents from the National Marine Fisher- 
ies Service joined in on the fun. These 
divers were sitting ducks. 

There is also the jealousy factor. Park 
rangers get very possessive about their 
parks and everything in them. The public 
becomes their designated enemy, even 
though the public paid for those parks 
and also pays the salaries of the rangers. 

However, the major motivating factor in 
this whole unsavory incident appears to 
be greed and lust for press coverage. By 
launching a very creative sting operation, 
the park rangers have attracted a great 
deal of press coverage in newspapers, 
newsletters and magazines. Publicity 
helps the park rangers score brownie 
points with their superiors and perhaps 
obtain a little bigger slice of the budget in 
coming years. 

The strategy is simple—create a prob- 
lem where none exists and then ask for 
more money to solve or control the non- 
existent problem. This is the fuel on which 
a bureaucracy runs. These so-called 
public servants care little about the dam- 
age they have inflicted on the very public 
they have pledged to serve. 

It is obvious to everyone that the under- 
cover cops could have identified them- 
selves and informed the divers that they 
were breaking a federal law. Instead, 
they deliberately set up a sting and had 
a field day characterizing these citizens 
as looters and thieves. They neglected to 
report the total value of the loot amounts 
to less than $200 and that is owing to the 
value of the single coin recovered. Two 
bottles one woman diver had picked up 
while beachcombing were also confiscat- 
ed and the woman received a citation for 
each. Judging by their corroded screw- 
top lids and contemporary shape, the 
bottles were a year or two old. 

The entire matter is now tied up in a 
lengthy court fight that will be misery for 
the divers and vengeance for the National 
Park Service and NOAA. The government 
is going to be wasting a lot of tax dollars 
on a lengthy court case and attorneys. 

This ill-conceived publicity stunt may 
backfire on the park rangers. Perhaps it 
is time for Congress to investigate the 








Are YOUR dive vacations like this? 
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The best SERVICE! 
The best QUALITY! 
The best VALUE! 
World-wide. 


Australia’s Coral Sea + Baja + Belize + Caymans + Curacao/Bonaire + Fiji + Galapagos + Great White Shark + Hawaii + Maldives + Palau 
Papua New Guinea + Philippines + Red Sea + Saba + San Diego + Solomons + Sudan + Thailand + Truk Lagoon + Turks & Caicos 


UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY TECHNIQUES SEMINARS 


Featuring famed photographers Carl Roessler, Paul Humann, 
Stephen Frink, Howard Hall, Marty Snyderman and others. 








Contact us by Computer! (813) 332-0617 





Viva PT San Mia a Roessler 

ARCH 26- 2 elize/Aggressor arl Roessler ERVICE. INC. 
APRIL 2-9 (Video) Belize//sia Mia MET a atclubyelcjee(rs ES eee: 
APRIL 23-30 Caymans/Aggressor Ili Howard Hall 50 FRANCISCO STJ/STE. 205 
MAY 17-29 Philippines/ Tristar Marty Snyderman SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 
JUNE 18-25 Belize/Aggressor scott Fryar TELEPHONE (415) 434-3400 
JUNE 25-JULY 2 (Video) Belize//sia Mia Marty Snyderman i TELEX 278036 SEAS UR 
JULY 17-24 Baja/Mystique Marty Smycemman FAX (415) 434-3409 

JULY 24-30 Caymans/Aggressor fll Marty Snyderman : -QNN.DIV. 
AUGUST 6-13 Belize/isia Mia Marty Snyderman Call the Dive Experts at 1-800-DIV-XPRT 


SPONSORED BY (Wikom 














LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 
ST. MAARTEN, ST. KITTS/NEVIS 
AND SABA BY LAND AND SEA 





From the casinos of floating resort. Enjoy bar- 

St. Maarten to spectacular beque on the top deck, 
diving around the pinnacles champagne at sundown, or 
of Saba Island, the 100’ M/V _. venture onshore in a Zodiac. 
CARIBBEAN EXPLORER Departs every Saturday for 


offers the best of the Antilles. | a week of bliss. Reserved 
With A/C cabins, photo lab for 16 Guests. Non-Divers 
and state of the art diving Equally Pampered. 
equipment, she’s a modern 


Only *750% 


*PRICE EFFECTIVE TILL JUNE 25, 1988. 
After that date, $1,195.00. Airfare not included. 





1-800-322-3577 


EXPLORER VENTURES LTD. 
10 Fencerow Drive « Fairfield, Conn. 06430-7001¢ (203) 259-9321 
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WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 


National Park Service and its heavy 
handed methods. This sting operation 
cost taxpayers a lot of money and result- 
ed in a lot of loot with little, if any, value. 

Has this raid on a dive boat taught 
these wreck divers a lesson? Not really. 
It has managed to antagonize every diver 
who feels the National Park regulations 
are totally unjust and somewhat ludi- 
crous. The kindly Smokey the Bear im- 
age of the National Park Service has 
been tarnished by the treachery of under- 
cover cops deliberately entrapping and 
harassing the public. | wouldn't be too 
surprised to learn that divers will begin to 
lobby their congressmen for a 20 percent 
reduction in the operating budget of the 
National Park Service. 

| have related this pitiful saga (in con- 
densed form) for one important reason. It 
is a window into the future. If the ship- 
wreck bill presently before congress is 
passed, it could mean the end of sport 
diving as we know it. 

A federal shipwreck bill is the ultimate 
weapon. The government agencies want 
the wrecks—all of them! Once this bill is 
passed into law, the bureaucrats will use 
every trick in the book to declare every 
wreck a historic shrine. 

Divers won't be allowed near the 
wrecks. The creation and training of ship- 
wreck cops will become a lucrative sub- 
industry for the law enforcement fraterni- 
ty. Dive boat operators and dive shop 
owners could risk losing their businesses 
and lifesavings just for stumbling onto a 
wreck by accident. 

If you don't want to see this nightmare 
happen, help stop the passage of Ship- 
wreck Bill HR-74 with a protest to your 
congressional representative or by writ- 
ing directly to: Honorable Walter B. 
Jones, Chairman, House Merchant Ma- 
rine & Fisheries Committee, U.S. House 
of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 
20515. >t 


WORLD UNDERWATER 


PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST 

The South Florida Underwater Photog- 
raphy Society is seeking entries for its 
fifth annual World U/W Photography Con- 
test, being held in conjunction with the 
Miami U/W Photography Weekend. More 
than $5,000 in prizes, plus plaques and 
ribbons will be awarded to the winners in 
the categories of macro, close-up, close 
focus wide angle and wide angle. The 
deadline for entries is April 18. 

For information and entry forms con- 
tact World U/W Photography Contest, 
South Florida U/W Photography Society, 
P.O. Box 610217, N. Miami, FL 33261- 
0217, or call Bill at (805) 722-6603 or Ta- 
mera at (805) 674-0495 evenings and 
weekends. x 








.INJUZAPY SNOLINXN’] 9}eUIT[) 24L—YANOTdXA LNDWNWNOW S/W 


ELEO-16P-SOE [euoNeusz] - HE8E-ZEF-008-1 ‘Id Ul e ETTB-LZE-008-I 9214 NOL ‘SD 


:[J22 SUOHPCAIOSOI PUB UOTCULIOJUI 10-j 


*‘Burpeyious pue Buyinspuiye “ped JojdoaHep] e 
*sAe> pue SpUR|SI PpojIqeyUIUN 0} SUOISINDXd s1OUS « 
‘sale pue siouuiboq ‘sJoAIp-UOU 10} jeep] « 
"OS$ Ajuo 10} Sasinod UOHedyHE [[NJ « 

‘Buisseoo0id 9-4 Buipnput 
‘SODIAJOS pure qe] ‘OopIA pue AydesBoj0yd JOJEMIOpUuy « 
"SIOAIP Poljted JO} sz] Ayayes uryjziM Buialp poyuiyup « 
‘pieog uo sjeog aaip doyey ¢ 3 dous daaip ojojduios 
*Ayieg yey Azei> 93 Ayieg auinjso> ‘souuiq sS,urejyde> 


"YOSPUNS JO 399} QOL‘ « 
‘AICI Ul] YIM UIOOL OSPIA e 
*syuup S}IOARj Ristey,¥ nah 9AIOS 0} 12q poYoO}s Aljn-j e 
“yeISAID pue 
PUIYD YJIM JES S2IqQe} UO SaTIeEM Aq posses aie s}senH 
“Ajiep sjeoul snopipep 9014} BulAles sjyueinejsol OM] 


‘g[qeTIeae Speq azis-usenb YIM SUIOOIE}e}S exNOC e 


jSeIUODeq BAPY UZAe SUIOS “SMOPUIM pUe 
SUIOOIYJeq B}LALid YIM SUIOOI9}e}]S PIUOHIPUOd-JIe OZ e 


‘pey JaA2 
2A, no& 399q 94} 2q JIM uOoT}EIeA 
AIP preoge-aay Inox *}d22u05 
 @smup/earp anbrun siq} ul pom 
- 94] J@AO jje aouaLIedxa diys asinio 
_pue Burarp jo sieah G¢ 10y}260} 
Bujiq |puleay your uyeydeD pue 
‘QUury asininy yneuenby jo urejde> 
 yeepy ‘eyyAy Auran urezdep “poy 
94] ul diyg Bulaiq snopeds jsow 
247 UO ajdoad jo dno. jjeuig e 


fe . eS ae YM sprepesui0D diyg asinsy Aofuy 


circle #205 on Reader Service Card 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 135 











Guam—America’s Gateway Island In 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY. -<-*®= ee" 
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ost divers visiting Micronesia have 

to pass through Guam at sometime. 
Here is an island that offers the bonus of 
unique diving experiences at no extra 
travel cost. Since you have already jour- 
neyed clear across the Pacific to reach 
this spot, you might as well stop for a 


couple of days and enjoy the scenery. 

The best way to “‘do’’ Guam Is to 
spend the first few days of your Microne- 
sian tour relaxing and diving in this tropi- 
cal wonderland. The stopover will give 
you a chance to unwind from your long 
flight and adjust to the new time zone. 
The diving is convenient and enjoyable. 
It will also help to prepare you for what 
lies off other Micronesian islands. 

Guam is America’s newest and fastest 
growing resort paradise in the Pacific. It 
is a territory of the United States, with all 
the privileges and conveniences found 
back home. Everyone speaks English, 
the currency is the U.S. dollar, credit 
cards are accepted and mail is delivered 
by the U.S. Postal Service. 

Guam is in the center of Micronesia, 
right at the southern end of the Marianas 
Islands chain. It is some 7,000 miles 
across the Pacific from the shores of Cali- 
fornia. It can be reached easily by flying 
to Honolulu and then nonstop on to 
Guam. There are daily DC-10 Continental 
Airlines flights. It takes about five hours to 
fly from Los Angeles to Honolulu and from 























Honolulu it is seven hours to Guam. You 
depart the West Coast in the evening and 
arrive in Guam in the morning. 

Guam is the crossroads of the western 
Pacific and the major gateway into Micro- 
nesia. The airport is continually busy with 
international flights arriving from Honolu- 
lu, Tokyo, Nagoya, Manila, Hong Kong, 
Jakarta and now, Papua New Guinea. 

Continental Air Micronesia flights de- 
part each morning for a variety of Micro- 
nesia islands. The scheduled air routes 
radiate like the spokes of a wheel. The 
eastward route takes passengers to Truk, 
Pohnpei, Kosrae and Majuro. The north- 
ward route goes to Saipan, with connect- 
ing flights to Tinian and Rota. The south- 
ward route leads to Yap and Palau. Flight 
times vary from 25 minutes to three 
hours, depending on the destination. 

Guam is shaped something like a fat 
boomerang. It is 30 miles long and varies 
from four to nine miles in width. The 
southern half of the island is made up of 
volcanic hills rising to a height of 1,300 
feet. The northern half of Guam is a flat 
plateau with vertical cliffs dropping off to 
the sea. Only 900 miles from the equator, 
Guam has a tropical climate year-round. 
However, the island's shoreline and 
beaches are cooled by natural trade 
winds much of the year. Air temperatures 
range from 70-91°F. Water temperatures 
range from 82-84°F. 





Guam is in the same time zone as Syd- 
ney, Australia. There is a seven hour time 
difference between Guam and Los An- 
geles, California but Guam is a day 
ahead since it is on the other side of the 
international dateline. When it is 4:00 pm 
Tuesday in Los Angeles, it is 9:00 am 
Wednesday in Guam. 

U.S. citizens do not require a passport 
or visa to enter Guam if they are coming 
directly from the U.S. mainland or Hawaii. 
However, all visitors should carry proof of 
U.S. citizenship such as a birth certificate 
or voter's registration card. 

Guam’'s population is currently estimat- 
ed at 130,000. The island is a melting pot 
of exotic ethnic cultures including the in- 
digenous Chamorro islanders, Filipinos, 
Micronesians, Japanese, Chinese, 
Koreans and, of course, Caucasians from 
all over the U.S. 

Tourism has become Guam’s major in- 


Above left: The Agat headquarters store 
of Micronesian Divers Association— 
Guam’s largest dive operation. Above 
right: A World War Il Japanese canon at a 
war memorial park near Agat. Far left: Pa- 
cific Star Hotel rooms are well appointed 
and have an ocean view. Left: Micronesian 
Divers Association owner Pete Peterson 
sits on the hull of the Tokai Maru. 


dustry. The island hosted more than 
450,000 visitors in 1987 and is anticipat- 
ing a big increase this year. There are 
more than 24 resort hotels, fabulous 
beaches, a variety of watersports, fasci- 
nating sightseeing opportunities and 
great shopping. Guam can be best de- 
scribed as a young, uncrowded Hawaii 
that is finding its own identity. 


HOTELS 

Guam’'s resort hotels are in the Tumon 
Bay area of the island's northwest coast. 
Tumon Bay has one of the most beautiful 
white sand beaches in the western Pacif- 
ic and the international airport is only 10 
minutes away. 

Guam's hotels are ultra modern, first 
class facilities. They offer a splendid 
choice of restaurants, air-conditioned 
rooms, pure fresh water, color TV (cable) 
and a lovely view of the ocean. Many ho- 
tels cater primarily to Japanese tourists, 
but two resorts cater specifically to both 
Americans and Japanese. 

The largest and most magnificent hotel 
is the spectacular Pacific Star. This stun- 
ning 19 story stone and marble palace 
contains 436 rooms, six restaurants, an 
ultra modern health club, swimming pool, 
convention facilities and numerous retail 
stores. It is right on Tumon Beach and 
every room has an ocean view. And, for 
evening entertainment, there is a dinner 
show and discotheque. 

The rooms are lavishly decorated, air- 
conditioned and offer cable color TV. 
Room service is available around the 
clock and the meals are exquisite. Each 
room contains one or more telephones 
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THE 


BONAIRE BEACH 


One of the world’s greatest 
dive sites now makes your 
vacation even more dp pa 





cating. free etait free 
Fos and night tennis, and 

ur free games and activities 
program. All this, plus the 
largest white sandy beach on 
Bonaire, the Black Coral 
Casino and the new, certified 
Mistral Windsurfing School. 

Our complete 7-night 

dive packages begin at $658 
and include unlimited shore 
diving, six boat trips, plus two 
meals daily. 





For information and reser- 


vations call Bonaire Scuba — 


Center 800-526-2370. 
Or I.T.R. 800-223-9815. 


In New York 212-840-6636. 


COPTHORNE 





= HOTELS = 
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from which you can make convenient 
calls to the U.S. mainland. The Pacific 
Star is a first class hotel in every sense 
of the word and is regarded as one of the 
finest resort hotels in Micronesia. 

In contrast to the swank highrise Pacif- 
ic Star, the Pacific Islands Club (PIC) is a 
low profile facility with a sprawling collec- 
tion of 203 bungalow rooms spread over 
a wide acreage of watersports play- 
ground. This extremely unique resort fea- 
tures a dazzling collection of manmade 
waterfalls, winding streams, mini lakes, 
water slides and swimming pools. In ad- 
dition, the hotel property is right on Tu- 
mon Bay beach. 

The PIC is run something like an up- 
scale version of Club Med. Guests are 
provided with a plastic membership card 
that allows full usage of the resort's 
sports facilities. Tiki beads can be pur- 
chased and used in lieu of money to buy 
drinks or gift items. The plastic beads 
snap together to form necklaces or 
bracelets for convenient wear when 
strolling about in a swimsult. 

Guest services include a bar built in a 
cave with a waterfall entrance, three res- 
taurants, a wedding chapel, disco, a deli, 
an amphitheater and several boutiques. 
The Tiki Theater offers a dinner show and 
dancing afterward. Sports include tennis, 
a golf driving range, windsurfing and, of 
course, diving. Scuba lessons are con- 









. Tokai Maru 

. Salvage Tug 

. Kizugawa Maru 
. Cormaran 

. Western Shoals 
. Dogleg Reef 

. Bomber 

. Tanker 

. Gabgab Beach 
10. Sponge Reef 
11. Hidden Reef 
12. Finger Reef 

13. Middle Ground 
14. Seaplane #1 
15. Seaplane #2 
16. Junkyard 

17. Blue Hole 

18. Crevice 

19. Barracuda Rock 
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Apra Harbor 


e Dive Store 


ducted in the PIC pool by Micronesian 
Divers Association (MDA). 


DIVE OPERATORS 

When it comes to diving, Guam is well 
set up with a wide variety of facilities and 
services. There are at least five full ser- 
vice dive operators and several have 
multiple facilities. Guam has approxi- 
mately 3,000 resident certified divers and 
there is a tremendous influx of Japanese 
(Continued on Page 142) 





Tumon Bay 





Left: The island of Guam is 
shaped somewhat like a flat 
boomerang. It is 30 miles long 
and varies from four to nine 
miles in width. Inset: Many of 
Guam’s best underwater sites 
are within the protected 
confines of huge Apra Harbor. 








ADVERTISEMENT 
M/S Aquanaut 


HOLIDAY 


Deluxe Dive Ship in the Dutch A, B, C Islands 


It was mid-December and my holiday 
musings were about diving. What surprises 
would 1988 reveal for divers ready for 
something truly different? 

| had just returned from another week on 
the M/S AQUANAUT EXPLORER in the B.V.I. 
when a phone call from Capt. Gerry Hytha, 
Fleet Captain of Aquanaut Cruise Line Ltd., 
answered that question. 

| was invited to meet him and Captain 
Erich Heind! in Miami for a sneak preview of 
their new 200’ specialty cruise ship. | 
expected to be looking at blueprints. Imagine 
my surprise when | saw the ship coming 
through Government Cut in Miami. Capt. 
Hytha had brought the ship from Labrador 
for renovation and outfitting in preparation 
for a new Caribbean dive-cruise route. 

A few months before, | had seen the 
artist's rendering of the M/S AQUANAUT 
HOLIDAY, and heard about Aquanaut’s plans 
to expand the fleet. Like many seasoned 
divers, | believe elaborate plans only when | 
see them. Now, here was that ship, much 
more than just a drawing, with its impressive 
200’ length and 40’ beam. 

After the success of their first ship during 
only a year of operation, Captains Hytha and 
Heindl recognized the tremendous market for 
Aquanaut’s unique combination of cruise-ship 
comfort, generous amenities and easy but 
exciting diving in remote locations. They 
needed another ship. The next surprise was 
the news that the HOLIDAY would offer 
7-day dive cruises in the Dutch islands of 
Aruba, Curacao and Bonaire, known for 
some of the best diving in the Caribbean. 
The ship would visit remote reefs and tiny 
islands and cays seldom explored in those 
waters. 

| looked over the blueprints for the 
finished ship, a Panama-registered vessel—it’s 
going to be a classy ship, with an 
impressive variety of services and attractions 
for divers and non-divers alike. 

Only 80 passengers will be able to enjoy 
each cruise, attended by a crew of 36. The 
ship’s 40 spacious staterooms, all outside 
cabins with picture windows, will have 
private bathrooms with freshwater showers; 
telephone and TV; bright tropical decor and 
twin or queen-size beds—double occupancy 
only! Deluxe cabins will also have private 


Text by Barbara Currie 





balconies, an exclusive Aquanaut feature. All 
rooms are air-conditioned and will have 
meticulous steward service, another 
Aquanaut trademark. 

For divers, this will be the ultimate 
“live-aboard” ship, carrying motor-powered 
dive boats; a complete dive shop with tanks, 
compressors and rental gear; photo lab with 
E-6 processing and rental cameras. Like the 
EXPLORER, the ship will anchor away from 
fragile reefs and dive sites. Dive boats will 
be lowered by ramp into the water, divers 
will step on board and be quickly 
transported to dive sites. Full certification 
and resort scuba courses will be available 
for those who want to learn the sport. 

The M/S AQUANAUT HOLIDAY will launch 
an unprecedented concept in Caribbean 
scuba vacations. This incredibly spacious 
ship has a fuel storage tank that will allow it 
to cruise distances impossible for smaller 
live-aboards, and Capt. Hytha suggested 
other exotic destinations would be possible 
in the future. This ship also has state of the 
art communications on board; weather-FAX 
system and satellite telephone. The ship’s 
water-making unit will provide plenty of fresh 
water—a luxury on most live-aboards! 


That's only part of this ship’s attractions. 

Apres-dive activities include relaxing on 
spacious sun decks; enjoying drinks at the 
deck bar; dining on excellent fare in two 
restaurants, one outside and one inside, 
served by waiters on nicely-set tables. And 
later: Aquanaut-style cruise ship nightlife. 
Live music, a ship’s casino, floor shows and 
a discotheque are part of the HOLIDAY 
cruise. 

Non-divers will be able to snorkel, 
windsurf, waterski and enjoy shore 
excursions to the three beautiful Dutch 
islands known for their fine beaches, 
excellent shopping and fascinating 
sightseeing, as well as their dramatic diving. 
This will be a perfect vacation for those 
who want to learn to dive during the week. 

“We want to give our customers a ship 
no diver ever dreamed would exist, 
especially not for such an affordable price, 
in a location where multi-island diving is a 
new concept. And we'll offer privacy and 
pampering, with plenty of exciting diving,” 
said Capt. Hytha. 

The maiden voyage is planned for early 
June. I’ve marked it on my 1988 calendar 
and can’t wait! 


FOR INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Aquanaut Watersports, Inc., 241 E. Commercial Blivd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334. 


TOLL FREE USA: 1-800-327-8223 © FLA: 1-800-432-8894 © INTL: (305) 491-0333, 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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Los Angeles/San Francisco to Guam 
Restrictions Apply 
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DIVE MARIANAS 


TELEX: 783 676 MVB CM SPN 


VISITORS BUREAU 
P.O. BOX 861 
SAIPAN, CM 96950 


HYATT REGE cvs SAIPAN 


MARIANAS ISLANDS 


Set in 12 acres of lush, landscaped 
gardens, the Hyatt Regency sits on the 
gleaming white sands of Saipan’s 
famous Micro Beach. Every guestroom 
offers a wonderful view of the Pacific 
Ocean. Dive our breathtaking reefs in 
Hyatt Regency luxury and style. 


P.O. Box 87, CHRB 

SAIPAN, MARIANA ISLANDS 96950 USA 
TELEPHONE: (670) 234-1234 

TELEX: (783) 659 = (724) 659 

TELEFAX: (670) 234-7745 
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SEE & SEA TRAVEL 
1-800-348-9778 
(415)434-3400 


*300 varieties of coral 
*800 species of fish 


*1000 acres of historical 
underwater parkland 


GUAM VISITORS BUREAU & 
Bayview Plaza, Pale San Vitores Road 
P.O. Box 3520, Agana, Guam 96910 U.S.A. —_~ 


Phone:646-8516 8466; 646-5278 9 
Cable: GUAMTOUR,; Telex:6432 
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in Guam dive with. . . 


MDA 


Let us show you the wonders 
of underwater Guam. 
Wrecks, reefs, walls... 

We have diving to suit every taste. 
*Instruction “Rentals “Sales & Service 
Micronesia Divers Association 
P.O. Box 13005, NS Branch 
Guam 96915 (670) 565-2943 
(671) 565-2943 


SUZUKI DIVING: TINIAN 


Dive the reefs and walls of 
Tinian with Suzuki Diving Corp. 


Knowledgeable, personalized 
service in crystal clear waters. 


SUZUKI DIVING CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 100 

Tinian, Commonwealth of 

N. Marianas (670) 433-3274 
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POSEIDON VENTURES 
TOURS 
1-800-854-9334 
(714) 644-5344 


43 PACIFIC 


ISLANDS 


While in Guam, stay at Pacific Islands 
Club, a complete luxury resort featuring 
a full array of water sports activities. 


A beachfront water park equipped with 
waterslides highlights our resort. Explore 
the dive sites of Guam, then relax at PIC 
with windsurfing, sailing, tennis, golf, ar- 
chery ... the choice is yours at Guam’s 
luxurious PACIFIC ISLANDS CLUB. 


P.O. Box 8946 


, Tamuning, Guam 96911 
1 Tel: (671) 646-9171 


Telex: 6135 PIR HTL 


Come stay at the showcase of the Pacific... 
our 436 rooms and suites afford spectacular 
ocean views. The beautifully landscaped 
beachfront resort features a tropical setting and 
offers a full range of water sports activities... 
windsurfing, sailing and of course, spectacular 
scuba diving on the reefs and wrecks of historic 
Guam. 

PACIFIC STAR HOTEL 

P.O. Box 6097, Tamuning, Guam 96911 

(671) 472-3100 


213-646-2170 (LA) 212-466-0596 (NY) 
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SEA SAFARIS | 
1-800-821-6670 
VAR EL GLUT. 


TRIP ’N TOUR 
1-800-348-0842 
1-800-843-8956 (CA) 
1-800-527-5228 (Can.) 








NECO MARINE 


On site at the beautiful Palau 
Pacific Resort, NECO 
offers complete diving 
facilities, with modern equip- 
ment and trained guides. 


HARD CHOICE? You can’t afford to miss... 


Unspoiled reefs, stone money, traditional culture... 
all located between Truk and Palau 


Phone 2321 Fax: 691 741 110 
Telex: 729 6857 WAAB FM 
/NAUI Pro facility 


P.O. Box 129 Koror 
Palau W.C.1. 96940 


Cable: NECO-KOROR 
TLX: (RCA) 7288905(NECO KF) 
(NON-RCA) 7638905(NECO-KF) 


Phone: 206, 325 


P.O. Box 177 
Yap, WCI 96943 
DI 


P ining facilit 
An operating division of WAAB Transportation Co., Inc. 


Dive Truk’s ‘‘SHIPREEFS’’| 


Daily departures 
from the Truk 
Contintental Hotel 
e 2 tank boat dives 
e Night dives 

e Intros 

e Watersports 


palau pacific Resort 


like no other island dream! 


Micronesia 
Aquatics of 
Truk Lagoon 


P.0. Box 57 
Truk Lagoon, 
E.C.1. 96942 


On a palm tree laden point of Moen 
Island stands the Truk Continental. Each 


of our 56 air conditioned rooms offers a 
panoramic view of Truk Lagoon... The 
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The sparkling new Palau Pacific Resort 


offers you the ideal vacation appeal of } 
picture perfect Palau. Scuba dive in the } 


clearest waters in the world, or deep-sea 
fish beyond the reefs. Relax in style at a 


jewel of a resort, offering fresh seafood : 


dishes and pure island magic. 


Palau Pacific Resort, Box 308, Koror, Palau 
Western Caroline Islands 96940 
US Reservations: 1-800-538-4040 


FISH ’N FINS 


Discover the underwater 
beauty of Palau with the 
experienced staff of 

Fish 'n Fins. 


Diving tours & instruction 
Boat charters/sportfishing 


P.O.Box 142Koror Phone: 637 
Republic of Palau 96940 
Telex: 728 8913 BMCN PW 
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TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
1-800-247-3483 

(206) 441-3483 (WA) 

Telex: 4956597 DIVE 


STAR DIVEMASTER 


Kimiuo Aisek of 
“BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP™ 


most unique and acclaimed dive site in 
the world. Dive vessels depart daily 
from our hotel dock. Our dining facility 
offers excellent food and island 
hospitality. 


IS for you! Y) Continental Hotels 
U.S. (800) 348-0842 : 


California (800) 843-8956 
Canada (800) 527-5228 
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P.O. Box 340 Moen Island, Truk 
Eastern Caroline Islands 96942 
1-800-421-3326 
1-800-252-4616 (CA) 1-800-231-0856 
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TRUK LAGOON 


Its shipwrecks and islands aboard... 


S.S. THORFINN 


Year round 6, 8 and 12 day 
inclusive dive packages 
Let us tell you more. 


TOLL FREE: 1-800-663-8746 


SEAWARD HOLIDAYS Vancouver, B.C. V5L1A4 
2315 Commissioner St. (604) 251-5925 
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CONTINENTAL NEWMANS VACATIONS 
1-800-421-3326 

1-800-252-4616 (CA) 

VAR EEY AIC 


AQUA-TREK 
1-800-541-4334 
1-800-826-0057 (CA) 
(415) 339-2550 








COZUMEL 


“Cozumel’s Hottest New Dive Resort’ 
Skin Diver Magazine, 1987 





Casa Del Mar, Cozumel’s “Hottest New Dive Resort,” is totally dedicated to the needs of traveling divers. Its 
106 rooms, pool, hot tub and two restaurants are all located just a minute away from its oceanfront dive 
center, DEL MAR AQUATICS: 
1. Our custom designed dive boats cut the average travel time to Cozumel’s spectacular dive sites in HALF! 
2. You never carry your dive gear! Store your gear in our dive lockers (complete with individual keys!) and our guides will 
make sure your gear is on the dive boat every day! 


Includes: ¢ Tanks, weights and belts on all boat dives ¢ 6 
two-tank boat dives with complimentary refreshments. S$ rete) 8 days/7 nights 
¢ Captain, mate and divemaster on all boat dives Unlimited per pers. dbl. occ. 
shore diving © 15% Mexican hotel tax incl. 
= CONTINENTAL 
Two Worlds Travel/ CASA DEL MAR 


1-800-446-2166 1307 First st, Humble, Tx 77338 


Texas Residents call 1-713-446-2166 (collect for reservations only) 
Casa Del Mar U.S. office 1-800-621-6830 or in Texas 1-214-669-1991 
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NO MORE SEASICKNESS! 


THE NATURAL WAY WITH “SEA-BAND” 


Special elastic wrist bands apply mild pressure to the nausea accupressure points, prevent- 
ing seasickness (and other nausea from air/car motion, medication, menstruation, etc ). 
Proven by British Navy, doctors, pharmacists, universities. Safer and cheaper than drugs: no 
drowsiness or other side effects and can be used repeatedly. 




















Relief in 5-10 minutes even after [on oan ar 
nausea starts! Belongs in every Sea-Band”, Dept.-S, Box 124, Rockville, MD 


dive bag. Don’t let seasickness 2 soe isthe a ae ae al $12.90 each plus 
spoil your next dive trip! (Dive | © post/nanel per orcer fo: 
boat and tour operators should 
have SEA-BAND available for cus- | 
tomers.) 

| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE | 
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DATELINE MICRONESIA 
(Continued from Page 138) 


tourists who dive. 

One of the largest and most popular 
dive operations on Guam is MDA—Micro- 
nesian Divers Association. It has three 
different store facilities in Yigo, Tumon 
Bay and Agat. Owned and operated by 
Pete and Linda Peterson, MDA caters to 
all three markets: servicemen stationed 
on Guam, Japanese tourists and Ameri- 
can visitors. 

MDA maintains an inventory of 180 
rental tanks consisting of a mixture of 80, 
72 and 67 cubic foot aluminum cylinders. 
It pumps air from four Mako compressors 
and has a 15,000 cubic foot air storage 
system. There are 18 instructors (NAUI 
and PADI) and a store staff of 12. 

MDA operates two dive boats on a dai- 
ly basis, with four more in reserve for the 
busy season. The craft range in size from 
22 to 42 feet and most boat trips are held 
to a maximum capacity of eight divers. 
The Petersons are staunch believers in 
the philosophy of small dive boats and 
personalized service. The dive boats op- 
erate out of the Cabras Lagoon marina, 
right off Marine Drive in Piti. This conven- 
ient location provides quick and easy ac- 
cess to at least 16 sites in Apra Harbor. 

MDA’s normally scheduled trips depart 
at 9:00 am for a two tank dive and at 4:30 
pm for a one tank dive. The two tank trip 
includes lunch and generally returns at 
3:00 pm. MDA also runs an early bird one 
tank dive that departs at 6:30 am. This 
trip is primarily for experienced divers. 
There are also night dives that depart 
around 6:30 pm. 

MDA really makes Guam diving a has- 
sle free experience. It operates a daily 
dive tour bus that picks up guests right in 
front of the hotel lobby at either the Pacif- 
ic Star or Pacific Islands Club. It provides 
guests with computerized maps of Guam 
dive sites and even detailed drawings of 
the more complex locations. 


DIVING 

Guam offers an immensely diverse va- 
riety of diving experiences ranging from 
coral reefs to wrecks to caves to swim- 
ming with dolphins. The quality of diving 
runs from good to excellent. 

Unfortunately, Guam has been over- 
looked by many traveling divers—it is of- 
ten overshadowed by the phenomenal 
reputations of nearby Palau or Truk La- 
goon. Yet, this island offers several 
unique dive experiences not attainable 
anywhere else. 

Most of the diving is done along the 
western side of Guam for this is protected 
from the trade winds. There are more 
than 100 different sites, of which 50 are 
dived on a fairly regular basis. The vast 
number of sites allows divers to spread 
out over a wide area (especially on week- 
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ANTILLES AGGRESSOR __ //| BELIZE AGGRESSOR 


© Bonaire & Curacao, Netherland Antilles ¢ e Belize, Central América ® 


AND e Cayman Islands, British West Indies ¢ 


FASCINATING MARINE LIFE a Kailua-Kona, Hawaii ® 


THE CAYMAN AGGRESSOR II & 
Akron rE THE CAYMAN AGGRESSOR III THE 
KONA AGGRESSOR 





This year join us for the ultimate dive experience aboard the Aggressor Fleet Limited. Now, with 5 Aggressors to choose 
from, you can dive 8 different islands in 4 different countries and still enjoy the first class service instituted aboard the world- 
famous Cayman Aggressors. Live in luxury aboard our world class cruisers with spectacular diving just 35 feet below your 
cabin! The Aggressors are all new II0 foot, class aluminum live-aboards designed and constructed especially for divers and 
underwater photographers in mind. Our vessels cruise at 15 knots making it possible for you to dive the most remote as well 
as the very finest dive sites throughout our dive destinations. The Aggressors will always be anchored on top of a dive site 
allowing you truly unlimited diving. Professional and personal service aboard our luxurious live-aboards will insure your 

“‘dive adventure of a lifetime.” 


Our world-class live-aboards feature: AG RE SS, 

¢ Luxurious, carpeted, air-conditioned staterooms with double and rw OQ 
single berths. 

¢ Unlimited diving, with twin compressors for unlimited air supply. 
Tank, backpack, weightbelt, and weights are provided. 








- ¢ Personal dive gear lockers right on the dive deck. 
See Ki Cp d ¢ Wide dive platform with two ladders and fresh water shower. 
TRAVEL SERVICE, ING. ° Complete video and photo center with daily E-6 processing. 
enn ¢ Underwater camera rental department. 
e Large carpeted sundeck with chaise lounge, deck chairs, self AGGRESSOR FLEET LIMITED 
50 FRANCISCO ST./STE. 205 service bar, grill, and stereo. P.O. DRAWER K 


SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94133. Spacious dining room for buffets and barbecues on sundeck. MORGAN CITY, LA. 70381 
TELEPHONE (415) 434-3400 Gas ‘oined with VCR and vid ‘e lib (504) 385-2416 
TELEX 278036 SEAS UR a1On CQUIppee Wi and video movie HDFrary. TELEX 784041 


FAX (415) 434-3409 ¢ Nightly video movies, slide shows, and other entertainment. FAX (504) 384-0817 
CALL THE DIVEEXPERTS ~—_- Hot, freshwater showers. « Desalination water maker. I-800-DIV-BOAT 


1-800-DIV-XPRT ~~ Certification and specialty courses. » Windsurfer and Zodiac. 1-800-348-2628 


FLEET 








THE LEADER IN LIVE-ABOARDS 
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Our front yard is a wreck, 


and a beach, a sun deck, a 110 foot wall... 


“=--- | week ...all food... 
unlimited diving . . $600 


"<= Wall diving and wreck diving right ==> 
from our beach! Reef Runner 
liveaboard charters available. 


—— 
—— 


—> 
- Call our toll-free number and $= 
we'll answer all your questions and 
send you a beautiful brochure. 


A family operation. 
Travel arrangements 
1-800-282-8932 
Florida: 904-588-4131 





Water Works — Chicago 
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THE BEST OF GUZUMEL ror tess 


Hardegons’ DIVE PARADISE openica 


e¢ Uncrowded Boats Guaranteed e Professional English-Speaking Guides 


Book Direct with our U.S. office. Complete air/land/dive packages with Villablanca, 
Casitas La Plaza, La Ceiba, Casa del Mar, and ALL other leading resorts. 
e 14 years of Cozumel experience. ¢ 


enmarmnarecaeeiseses ee FOOU-247-3483 
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ends) and there is rarely more than one 
small boat on any one site. 

Underwater attractions include several 
vertical drop-offs, lovely coral gardens, 
medium depth coral reefs, fish feeding 
sites, World War || shipwrecks, a sunken 
Zero fighter plane, sunken seaplanes, 
coral caves and tunnels, plus a dazzling 
variety of exotic reef fish and coral crea- 
tures. Since it is in the center of Microne- 
sia, Guam’s reefs are blessed with 300 
species of coral and 900 species of fish. 

One of the surprising aspects of Guam 
diving is that at least 16 different sites are 
within the protected confines of Apra Har- 
bor. This is an exceptionally large body of 
protected water measuring several miles 
long and one mile wide. It is bordered by 
Orote Peninsula on the south and a man- 
made breakwater on the north. The har- 
bor is especially convenient when the 
outside seas are rough. You can always 
enjoy a good dive despite the weather. 


DIVE SITES 

Among Guam’s five top sites, the Tokai 
Maru is regarded as the most fascinating 
historical dive. The site is actually a dou- 
ble wreck lying in 110 feet of water, right 
in the center of Apra Harbor. Here, divers 
can visit the remains of two World Wars 
on a single tank of air. There is no double 
wreck like this anywhere else on earth! 

The Tokai Maru is a 465 foot long Jap- 
anese military cargo ship that was sunk 
on January 26, 1943. A U.S. submarine 
crept into the Japanese occupied harbor 
and torpedoed the anchored vessel. The 
great ship now lies on her port side, still 
totally intact. Parts of the ship’s super- 
structure rise to within 40 feet of the sur- 
face and the wreck attracts considerable 
numbers of fish. 

What makes this site so unique is that 
the Tokai Maru landed on top of a World 
War | German warship, striking and 
bending the older ship’s rudder. The two 
wrecks are so close together that a diver 
can place one hand on each hull. The 
German vessel is the SMS Cormoran, a 
335 foot auxiliary cruiser with a 46 foot 
beam. The German raider was supposed 
to destroy or capture commercial ship- 
ping in Australian waters, but was unfor- 
tunately anchored in Guam’s major har- 
bor when the U.S. declared war on Ger- 
many. She was hurriedly scuttled by her 
crew to avoid surrender to American na- 
val forces on April 7, 1917. Dwarfed by 
the giant Toka/, the smaller Cormoran lies 
on her starboard side, still intact. Under- 
water visibility ranges from 40-80 feet. 

There are many more dive sites inside 
Apra Harbor including: the 285 foot Japa- 
nese freighter Kisogawa Maru; an ocean- 
going Japanese tug; the American tank- 
er; the bomber wreck; and two sea- 
planes. There are also six different coral 











reef sites including: Finger reef, GabGab, 
Jade Shoals, Dogleg Reef, Western 
Shoals and Middle Ground. These spots 
are loaded with interesting corals, small 
tropical fish and macro critters. Most 
Apra Harbor dive sites are only a 10-15 
minute boat ride from the marina dock. 

One of Guam’s most exciting wall 
dives and the site with the best visibility 
is Blue Hole. Outside Apra Harbor on the 
south shore of Orote Peninsula, this spot 
is 80 yards off a high rocky bluff. The ver- 
tical bluff extends underwater to a hori- 
zontal shelf at a depth of 60 feet. At the 
outer edge of the shelf, the reef becomes 
a vertical wall that drops to 900 feet. The 
sparkling underwater visibility ranges 
from 150 to 200 feet. 

Close to the edge of the drop-off there 
is a large vertical tunnel that starts at 60 
feet and comes out on the face of the 
drop-off. The top edge of the exit is at 
130 feet and the bottom is somewhere 
below 200. The combination of super 
clear water and the gigantic size of this 
tunnel make the Blue Hole a breathtaking 
dive experience. You'll find a school of 
red soldierfish inside the tunnel and man- 
ta rays, jacks or sharks often cruise along 
the outside of the drop-off. 

Another exciting drop-off for experi- 
enced divers is a site called Crevice. It 
lies just a short distance from Blue Hole. 
This spot consists of a 75 foot wide crev- 
ice that leads to the face of the drop-off. 
The top edge of the crevice starts at a 
depth of 60 and bottoms out at 160 feet. 
This site has numerous seafans and a 
number of large fish. 

Of all the dive sites along Guam’s west- 
ern side, Double Reef is regarded as hav- 
ing the most beautiful corals. It has a dou- 
ble line of coral formations 60 feet U/W. 
There are a number of good dives in the 
Agat area including Hap’s Reef, Scott's 
Point, Coral Gardens and Pete’s Reef. 

One of Guam’s most unique diving ex- 
periences is rope riding with the dolphins. 
Each year from January through June the 
island is visited by dozens of spinner dol- 
phins. These joyful high jumping mam- 
mals frequently pace the dive boats while 
they are underway, either riding the bow 
wave or performing aerial twists and 
spins. These wild dolphins appear to be 
frightened by scuba, but will allow divers 
to approach on snorkel. The most fun is 
to be towed behind a slow moving dive 
boat while wearing snorkel gear and hav- 
ing one foot inserted into an endloop on 
the tow line. The dolphins will come right 
up alongside the towed diver, barely 18 
inches from his or her facemask! 


SIGHTSEEING 
Guam offers as much to do on land as 
underwater. The island is rich with history 
and a multitude of cultures. Scenic tours 
are conducted to more than 25 different 
sites including ancient Chamorro settle- 
ments, Spanish colonial ruins and parks 


(Continued on Page 148) 
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OMEGA DIVERS 


THE ADVENTURE BEGINS 


Full week packages 
starting as low as $520 


Omega Divers & Hotel Kittina ~~~ 
The Very Best of Everything 


for information or to book your Adventure 


Call 1-800-843-7544 
in Fla, call collect 305-385-0779 


Third Turtle 


Have you discovered the newest diving paradise? 


Dolphin Cay : PROVIDENCIALES 
Diving ar | Turks and Caicos Islands 


| © Professional Dive Shop 
North Caicos, B.W.1. @ 3 Dive Boats 


@ Luxurious Accommodations 
Special Dive Package $699.00 +tax | © Gourmet Dining 


One week package includes: Call Scuba Holidays 8 hird turtle e Group Rates Available 


e 7 nights superior accommodations . 
i at 1-800-265-1813/1816 ® Spectacular Divin 
Breakfast & Gourmet dinner daily Canada 1-800-265-1692 _ inn Pp g 


; mscays Orang Prospect of Whitby Hotel 
° Day excursion to Provo Box a Grand Turk BWI | For Information and Reservations (1-800-323-7600) 


° Welcome cocktail at our English Pub | In Illinois or Canada (1-312-655-5678) 











a 


Erebus & Provo Turtle Divers 


Tropical sunset from atop 
a romantic hillside, over- 
looking Turtle Cove Bay 
with unique lounge and 


French restaurant. 
EREBUS 
Call 800-351-8261 © In FL 305-731-1111 


Package includes welcome drink, hotel gratuity & tax, 2 swimming pools, 
lighted tennis courts, miniature golf, 2 tank dive, weights & backpack & 
guide. 


Provo Turtle Divers, Ltd. 


A full service sanctioned PAD! training facility. 


Contact: 1-800-351-8261 
EREBUS HOTEL: 809-946-4240/4533 


PROVO TURTLE DIVERS: 809-946-4232 


P.O. Box 52-6002 ¢ Miami, FL 33152 
Hyperbaric Chamber on premises 


LUXURIOUS, PRIVATE 


ceanfront villas & efficiencies w/kitchen & air conditioning 
estaurant, club, pool & tennis courts + * Secluded beach 
harter Boat arrangements made , 


For Dive Package information call: 


Island Reef Hotel 
TMB 10, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos, BWI 
Call (809) 946-2055, or 1-800-634-DIVE 
In Texas (713) 359-DIVE 


>" Bahamas 
0 


pert 


Dominican 
Republic 


Island Princess & Provo Turtle Divers 


Discover The Island Princess... Before The Rest Of The 
World Does! 


ISLAND PRINCESS 


Tropical 80 room hotel with excellent 
restaurant and bar. Complete watersports 
activities. Only hotel located DIRECTLY ON 


THE BEACH. 
DIVE PACKAGES INCLUDE: Airport transfers to/from re- 
sort * hotel—all meals * bed tax-gratuities * welcome drink & 
orientation * maid service e diving includes: tank, air BP, 
weight, guide. 


Prove Kath Divers, Ltd. 
A full service sanctioned PADI training facility. 


For Reservations: ISLAND PRINCESS Box 52-6002 Miami, FL 33152 
Turks & Caicos Phone: 809-946-4260 Telex 8432 PRINCES T.Q 
Fax: 809-946-4666 
PROVO TURTLE DIVER: 809-946-4332 © 1-800-227-215 


DIVE THE SPECTACULAR 


GRAND TURK WALL 


from your doorstep at the Salt Raker Inn. 
SALT RAKER INN 


5/nights/8 dives—sgl.—$450pp, dbl.—$419pp, trp|.—$368pp 
7/nights/12 dives—sgl.—$650pp, dbl.—$606pp, trpl.—$533pp 


The Salt Raker Inn is the perfect combination of lux- 
ury and casual island comfort, all set in a lush tropi- 
cal garden directly on the beach. Blue Water Divers 
offers personalized service in small groups of 10 
or less. We put the ‘Sport’ back in diving!! Pack- 
age includes: tanks, backpack, wt. belt, boat ri 
ride, guide service, and welcome cocktail. 


For Bookings: 
809-946-2260 SALT RAKER INN 


809-946-2432 BLUE WATER DIVERS 
P.O. Box 124, Grand Turk, Turks & Caicos, BWI 











It's less money and more aa 
Servi a other shel 


fF 
P ess 


aa air: irc Frigate, on see 
more, in the 7 night/8 day price. 





4 


3 night/4 day packages from $554 
ALSO FEATURED AT YOUR TRAVEL AGENT. 
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@ COZUMEL 
$129 


: 4 DAYS « 3 NIGHTS e 2 DAYS BOAT DIVING 
= S Dive with Cozumel’s premier dive operation 


=== =3,CARLOS SIERRA’S DIVE COZUMEL , 


Enjoy Cozumel’s most comfortable hotel 


HOTEL SUITES COLONIAL 


Package includes lodging, boat diving, UNLIMITED BEACH 
DIVING, Continental breakfast daily, lunch on boat diving days. 
All hotel taxes included. MANY OTHER PACKAGES AVAILABLE. 
Priced per person/double occupancy. Valid December 15-April 15. 


1-800-346-6116 


In Houston dial (713) 957-0311 


KENLEE’S ISLAND DREAMS 


5705 Glenmont, Houston, Texas 77081 
aeromexico“” The National Airline of Mexico 


9 
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(Continued from Page 145) 


commemorating famous World War |! 
battles. It would take several days to see 
it all. 

You can arrange to see Guam by tour 
bus or by renting a car. There is a num- 
ber of car rental desks right at the airport 
as well as at the hotels. It is easy to ar- 
range a rental since your U.S. driver's li- 
cense is accepted. Rentals can be made 
by the day or for a minimum six hour peri- 
od. Rental fees are reasonable. 


trave copa bat wi 





Continental Newmans ‘tars : 7 
mere 42° 33: 6 7 


— Sanaite 








Air Route To Guam 


Honolulu 


Guam is one of those wonderful off- 
shore islands where Americans can pur- 
chase as much as $800 worth of mer- 
chandise duty free. As a result, the island 
has become a serious shopper's bonan- 
za of department stores, jewelry shops, 
shopping malls and handicraft markets. 
Among the major items available at tax 
free prices are such goodies as: expen- 
sive watches, French perfumes, gold 
jewelry, Gucci handbags, jade carvings, 
sports wear, European leather goods and 
imported liquor. >. 





SHERWOOD PACKAGE 


M Freedom Advanced BCD 

M Magnum Regulator 

M Shadow Octopus 

Sigma Double Console 

M™ 80, 65, or 50 CUFT tank 
with K valve and boot 

M Full Warranty 

™ In Store Only 


URE COINS 


1715 Fleet - Spanish 
In 1715 an estimated ten ships sank during a hurri- 
cane off the Florida coast. This style Cob has no date. 


With certificate. 


These coins are available at any Berry Scuba 
location, or by mail from the Chicago store, 
(312) 763-1626. Outside Illinois (800) 621-6019. 


About these Cobs: All have been salvaged from 8 Reale Cob (silver), choice condition, 6 in 
the sea, and each individual piece is unique. No por rd stock. $275.00 

Cob is the same shape or size, due to the way \ ” | ‘Go 

minted, and the effects of the sea. All have we pac pencrtohiecse preseeigh iy 08° 

visible markings. A catalog of coins currently in Cc 8 Reale Cob (silver), fine condition, 15 in stock. 


stock is available for $2.00 from the Chicago $235.00. 
location. e P: With 14 Karat Gold bezel $315.00. 


ee ee ee a a 
a Joanna - British 
Concepcion - Spanish LD DP me? Sank in 1682 off Cape Agulhas, tip of South Africa. No 
Sank in 1641 off the northern coast of the Dominican i Wher fe? dates on this style Cob. Assorted condition, from good 
Republic. This style Cob has no date. With certificate. Le Wes, A to X- Fine. With certificate. 
Assorted conditions, from fine to choice. ~ 3 1 


4 Reale Cob (silver). 14 in stock. $250.00 ee — 8 Reale Cob (silver). 39 in stock. $200.00. 
With 14 Karat Gold bezel $300.00 4, neni With contoured overlap Silver bezel $265.00. 
With 14 Karat Gold bezel $290.00 


i A AUER I it 3) es SS EE Se a es | 
The Practical Book Of Cobs PRACTICAL | » Association - British 


by Dr. Frank Sedwick 2 Se Sank in 1707 near the Isles of Scilly, southwest coast 
r. Ap Or of England. With dates. Assorted conditions, from 
The most complete work on Cobs recently published, Meatcat 4 ' y fine to choice. 
the Complete Book Of Cobs describes mintages, | rk Ps D ae ie, 
grading, value, wrecks, heraldry, history, and much asf .' 
more. 82 pages, soft cover. $9.95. = Sar A 8 Reale Cob (silver). 25 in stock. $245.00. 
om re With 14 Karat Gold bezel $325.00. 


Berry Scuba Company Berry Scuba Company Berry Scuba Company Berry Atlanta 
6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 1717 Rand Road Yorktown Mall 3443 Stewart Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60631 Palatine, IL 60067 Lombard, IL 60148 Hapeville, GA 30354 
(312) 763-1626 (312) 358-3848 (312) 495-2822 (404) 766- 1186 
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BAYMAN BAY CLUB 











est. 1978 


GUANAJA, BAY ISLANDS 


Hillside Island Cottages with Ocean Views 
Jungle Ambiance ¢« Wild Orchids ¢ Frangipani 
Natural White Sand ¢ Private Beach 
All Meals ¢ Full Buffets 


Two Boat Dives per Day e Night Diving ¢ Unlimited Air 
40’ Custom Dive Boat e 26’ Launch 
Dive Shop ¢ Dockside Storage 
Magnificent Dive Sites minutes from our dock 
Macro Photographers Dream at our waters edge 
Film Processing ¢ Nikonos 5 ¢ Strobes ¢ Slide Viewing 
Dining * Bar e Game Room ¢ Library * Observation Tower 
Hiking * Beach Barbeques ¢ Boat Picnics « Waterfall Trips 
Saturday night dance « Sunset Cruises e Nature Walks 


U.S. Office: Brochures ¢ Rates 
Land/Air Information « Reservations 
801 S.E. 16th Court 
#2 Harbour Oaks 
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 33316 


(800) 524-1823 


305) 525-8413 
A Diving Resort in a Tropical Jungle sii 
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° Five Star Caribbean Hotel * Best beach diving on the 
island © Pool, spa, Sauna, massage room, tennis 
court © Telephones & television in each room ° Two bars, 
two restaurants © English spoken throughout hotel * Div- 
ers board boats directly at La Ceiba Pier * Safe, compe- 
tent dive operation © Four dive boats * Five PAD! Dive- 
masters © American PADI Instructor * 10 Years showing 
divers the best Cozumel has to offer! 


S2CONTINENTAL 
“it never snows onme_ | 


in Cozumel... ” 


$6 29200 8 days & 7 nights 


per person, dbi. occupancy 
Package includes: 
°6 two tank boat dives with lunch eweights & belts with boat dives 
eunlimited shore diving at the hotel beach eguide on boat dives 
15% Mexican Hotel tax included efor an additional charge, 7 breakfasts and dinners 
efree use of tennis court (day or night) will be included. 


(Air transportation can be arranged. Commissions to travel agents & dive industry are fully protected.) 


Two Worlds Travel 
1307 First St, Humble, TX 77338 4.800-446-2166 


or 1-713-446-2166 collect for res. only 
U.S. office 1-800-621-6830 in TX 1-214-692-5277 
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AQUANAUT EXPLORER 


Operated by Aquanaut Cruise Line, 
Aquanaut Explorer sails from Tortola, BV! 
every Friday on a “‘seven islands in sev- 
en days’’ adventure cruise offering unlim- 
ited diving and snorkeling on virgin reefs. 

During its first year of operation, the 
Aquanaut Explorer did not cancel or de- 
lay any cruise. This record of no days of 
diving missed, combined with quality ser- 
vice and facilities, have won it repeat cli- 
entele during its first season, according 
to fleet captain Gerry H. Hytha. 

Capable of accommodating 40 pas- 
sengers in 20 staterooms, each with pri- 
vate bathroom, plentiful freshwater sup- 
ply and all amenities, the ship is the larg- 
est diving-oriented vessel in the Caribbe- 
an. It is the only small cruise ship de- 
signed for divers in the world. Every cab- 
in has a private bathroom with shower. 





Although the ship was designed specif- 
ically for divers, and features a complete 
dive shop, underwater photography lab 
and two 20 foot dive tenders carried on 
board, nondivers enjoy the cruise too. 
The 6,100 square foot sundeck provides 
comfortable sunbathing in lounge chairs, 
and passengers can watch their diving 
spouses or friends a short distance away. 
Nondivers can learn to snorkel, windsurf 
or even scuba dive during the week. Both 
resort courses and full certification 
courses are offered. 

Owing to the success of its first ship, 
Aquanaut Cruise Line has added another 
ship, the 200 foot M/S Aquanaut Holiday, 
scheduled to go into service this month in 
the Eastern Caribbean. 

The small luxury cruise ship will carry 
80 passengers and cater to an upscale, 
watersports oriented vacationer. The 
ship, also bearing Panama registry, will 
call at many of the most beautiful ports in 
the region, including Antigua, St. Maar- 
ten, St. Kitts and Nevis, with stops at 
more remote islands for day excursions, 
beach trips, diving and other watersports. 

For information contact Aquanaut Wa- 
tersports, 241 East Commercial Boule- 
vard, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33334; (800) 
327-8894 or (800) 432-8894 (FL). > 












COME EXPLORE 
THE WORLD’S ONLY 
UNDERGROUND DIVE RESORT 





a 


OAgy Lie iy | Pedals 
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BONNE TERRE MINE 


Mansion Hill Country Inn & Restaurant 





& 
° +. 
‘s 


@ 32 room country inn & historical site 

e 130 acre estate of rolling woods 

@ Cross country skiing, nature trails, 
fishing, horseback riding 

® Located 4 blocks from mine 

@ Continental breakfast included in 
room rates 

Lunch & dinner packages available % eg : 

® Gift Shoppes — Ss 

e Fine dining restaurant 

e 1 hour South of St. Louis 

© 100+ visibility 

© Year-round guarantee: 62° air temp., 
58° water temp. 

© Deep earth deli 

©@ Guided underwater tours 

@ Dive retailers—open water training pkgs. 

e Filmed & dived by Cousteau 

® World class scuba diving 








For reservations contact: 

West End Diving—11215 Natural Bridge Rd. 

St. Louis, MO 63044 
OR CALL 


(314) 731-5003 
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Pleasing endless crowds has never been the goal of The Cayman 
Diving Lodge. We cater to people who appreciate seeking real 
adventure, not warmed-over routine. 

The East End of Grand Cayman is miles of spectacular walls, 
historic shipwrecks and exotic fish-filled caverns, nearly untouched. 
We'll take you to special “hands-off” reef sites and show you places 
where you’ll feel no one else has been before. 

Return to the timeless charm and natural hospitality of rural 
Grand Cayman and our realm of wilderness diving. 

Only 17 units down-by-the sea (and just 25 minutes from the 
airport), The Cayman Diving Lodge offers warm hospitality and 
wholesome home cooking housed in gingerbread trim. 

Chances are, we’ll change the course of your personal diving 
history forever. And, for the better. 


CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 


at East End 









ELBE ELL ELE arnmeewnees 


tee 
bo 
JAAN" 
aan 
ae 


ig. oo TE 








1-800-852-DIVE 


Box ll, East End 
Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
809-947-7555 


| 
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Sailad Dive the Var agins 






on your chartered yacht. DIVE 
UNLIMITED DIVING! ‘“LUCAYA”’ 
DELUXE STATEROOMS . 
GOURMET MEALS OPEN BAR 4 days /3 nights 
WINDSURF - WATERSKI $317 


ALL GEAR PLUS COMPRESSOR (pp/dbl.occ.) 
8 DAYS/PER PERSON 


$700 - $900 or wml INCLUDES: 
PLUS AIRFARE ss "3 nights accomm-Studio 
BAHAMA] -R/T Airfare from Miami 











\ . 
CALL FREE TO 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 


800 plas 2005 


“2 dives aday for 3days & Equip. 


4d/3n NonDiver ~ 206 pp/d.o. 
8d/7n Diver -599pp;NonDiver -337pp 


Call COLLECT — (203)852-9300 
VIRGIN niiuncSchi/eadk CHARTERS 
Box +9866= St Thomas «US V 1 00801 (809) 776-2860 
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LIVE-ABOARD 
NIKONOS SEMINARS 


See & Sea Travel, Inc. and Nikon, Inc. 
are offering a series of Nikonos Tech- 
nique Seminars on live-aboard cruisers. 
Professional photographers such as Mar- 
ty Snyderman, Stephen Frink, Howard 
Hall, Carl Roessler and Paul Humann will 





host 18 seminars throughout the year. 
Vessels such as the Cayman Aggressors, 
the Belize Aggressor, Ilsla Mia and Pacific 
Nomad will offer participants unlimited 
diving while they learn techniques from 
the masters. Four seminars are devoted 
to video techniques. Pacific Nomad 
Cruises, for Nikonos Seminars and other- 
wise, are as follows: May 5-14—continu- 
ing medical education seminar with Dr. 
Paul Auerbach of Vanderbilt University; 
June 7-18—a special cruise for nonsmok- 
ers with Darien Barker; September 8- 
20—Touch the Sea with Dee Scarr; Octo- 
ber 7-16—Stephen Frink Nikonos Tech- 
nique Seminar. 

For further information contact See & 
Sea Travel Service, 50 Francisco St., 
Suite 205, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


(800) DIV-XPRT or (415) 434-3400. >see 


NEW NAUI BRANCH 
MANAGERS 


Larry Newlin and Ben Barrie have be- 
come NAUI branch managers. Newlin will 
handle the Mid-Pacific branch and Barrie 
heads up the North Pacific branch. 

Newlin, a NAUI instructor since 1985, 


.has been diving since the age of 14. He 


has been in the U.S. Army since 1971. 
On both domestic and international as- 
signments he has taught scuba diving as 
he is presently doing while stationed at 
Fort Ord, California. 

Barrie has been diving since 1974 and 
has been a NAUI instructor for more than 
six years. He taught diving in the Baha- 
mas and Saudi Arabia. He has been as- 
sociated with a dive store in the State of 
Washington and owns an underwater 
photography shop there. Barrie is certi- 
fied in several diving specialties with an 
emphasis on underwater photography. 

Duties of NAUI branch managers in- 
clude organizing, coordinating and pro- 
moting leadership and continuing educa- 








tion programs; NAUI public relations; as- 
sisting HQ with ethics matters; and serv- 
ing as a local information source for NAUI 
Members. tt. 


UNDER THE SUN 

Scuba World of New York City and 
Class V Projects of Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado have opened their joint venture, 
Under the Sun, a computerized dive res- 
ervations operation serving the travel 
community, dive shops and public. Ac- 
cording to computer program designer 
and company president, Bill Geoghegan, 
‘What makes this new company so unu- 
sual is that we’ve designed the system 
specifically for dive travel. Our computers 
can intelligently tailor a vacation to meet 
an individual diver’s very personal needs. 
We can search by destination or take a 
list of a customer’s preferences and 
match it with the amenities a certain dive 
operation, hotel or destination has to of- 
fer, taking into consideration budget, dive 
interest, location and other activities.”’ 

Under the Sun is equipped to book ho- 
tel/diving packages, yacht charters, air- 
line reservations, meal plans, car rentals, 
tour and other activities for the group or 
individual. For more information, call your 
local dive shop, travel agent or Under the 
Sun directly at (800) 782-5247 or, in Col- 
orado, (303) 879-4504. >t. 


DAN BAHAMAS COURSE 

DAN’s 11th Diving Accident and HBO 
Course will be held May 7-14 at the Lu- 
cayan Beach Resort and Casino (with 
diving by the Underwater Explorers Soci- 
ety) on Grand Bahama. The course is de- 
signed for physicians and emergency 
medical personnel including paramedics 
and nurses. Portions of the course may 
be of interest to divemasters, instructors 
and other non-medical dive personnel. 
The aims of the course are to provide the 
facts relevant to understanding the man- 
agement of diving accidents. 

Faculty members include Dr. Bennett, 
director of DAN; Dr. Mebane, director Ed- 
ucation/Training, DAN; Dr. Loewenhertz, 
co-director, Division of Aquatic and Hy- 
perbaric Medicine, University of Miami 
School of Medicine; Dr. Zimmerly, De- 
partment of Legal Medicine, Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology; and Dr. Cle- 
ments, medical advisor to UNEXSO, 
Grand Bahama. 

Special packages are available for ho- 
tels, diving and course fees. Further de- 
tails may be obtained from Cindi Eas- 
terling, P.O. Box 3108, Duke University 
Medical Center, Durham, NC 27710; 
(800) 222-9984, (919) 684-6878 or 684- 
6485. >t. 





POSADA DEL SOL 


GUANAJA BAY ISLANDS 
OVER 50 DIVE SITES (AND WE'VE JUST BEGUN TO EXPLORE) 


This is Mother Nature at her best 


Imagine an island... of pineclad mountains and lazy white sand beaches fringed 
with palms; a lost island where orchids grow wild and fresh water streams from 
natural mountain springs; a peaceful island surrounded by an unexplored barrier 
reef, cooled by a soft breeze and washed by a sapphire sea. 


A magnificent Spanish vilia 


Posada del Sol on the island of Guanaja is a magnificent Spanish villa that stands 
proudly on 62 acres of oceanfront tropical greenery. There are two beaches, a 
freshwater swimming pool, tennis court, even an exercise studio and all of our 
beautifully appointed rooms have ocean views. You will be welcomed and served 
by our “friendly, smiling and always helpful staff.” 


50 spectacular dive sites and we've just begun to explore 


Come dive with us. We’re exploring our part of the second largest barrier reef in 
the world. Whether you enjoy “aquarium” dives, swimming through caves and 
grottoes of colourful coral, exploring an underwater volcano or the adventure of big 
fish encounter we wili please you. And we dive 365 days a year! 


Our Staff Has Over 100 Years of Combined Diving Experience. 


2 - 42’ diesel dive boats 
@ 36’ diesel dive boat 
@ 25° dive boat (private charters) 
@ 50 CFM compressor 
@ 20 CFM compressor 


@ 30,000 cf. ft. air storage 

® Video equipment 

® Photo equipment 

® Freshwater swimming pool 
® Charter fishing 


Call Posada del Sol now: 1-800-642-DIVE (National) 


305-848-DIVE (Florida) 


INN OF THE SUN 


171 W. Blue Heron Blvd. Riviera Beach, Florida 33404 
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Dive the Fabulous Reefs of 


EASTERN INDONESIA 


Join RON and VAL TAYLOR and 
Dive Master MIKE MCDOWELL with 


is unrivalled knowledge of the area) on board the delux 
M.V. ISLAND EXPLORER with its superb dive facilities. 


16 days-Sept. 11 and 26, 1988 


MIKE MCDOWELL’S QUARK EXPEDITIONS 133 E. 55th St. 
| c/o Salen Lindblad Cruising Inc. New York, NY 10022 


1-800-223-5688 212-751-2300 in NY. 


| i I want to Dive the Best in the World. 
Send info on the reefs and isles of 
| @ EASTERN INDONESIA. 


| NAME 





| 
| 
| 
| ADORE ci le eee Beeeee 
CITY 7 

| 
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SCUBA JAMAICA 
A PADI International Training Facility 
and 


THE HALF MOON CLUB 


Montego Bay’s Most Exclusive Hotel 
Announce 


“THE PLATINUM PLAN” 


Caribbean’s Only Deluxe 
All Inclusive Plan 
Tailored For Scuba Divers 

For Information write or call... 
Scuba Jamaica: 
7750 Clayton Road, Suite 105 
St. Louis, Missouri 63117 
1-800-237-4083 or 1-314-781-8400 4 
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7? Days, 5 Days Diving @ Includes 
Diving, Accommodations and Transfers 


FIJI DREAM DESTINATIONS: 


@ DIVE TAVEUNI 


@ PLANTATION ISLAND 
@ QAMEA BEACH CLUB 


@ WAYA (Dive Shop Groups) 





FEBRUARY 19-2 1 
DIVE & OCEAN SHOW 


Coconut Grove Exhibition Center 
MEET MEL FISHER & DUNCAN MATHEWSON Ill - LECTURES 
U/W FILM FEST (See 1939 Film!) - WATERSPORTS : BOATS 
SEAFOOD - ATOCHA TREASURE - WIN A PIECE OF 8 
U/W Photo/Video Courses: 1 day $36.75 — 2 days $63.00 
Taught by: Cathy Church, Rick Frenhsee, Robert Holland, Greg Johnston, 
Steve Lucas, Tom & Patti Mount, Flip Schulke & Jeffrey Schwartz. 
Fri. 5pm-10pm; Sat. 10am-10pm; Sun. 11am-6pm 
Adults $6.00—Children 6-12 yrs $2.50—Under 6 Free 
Info: 1141 NE 142 St., N. Miami, FL 33161 
(305) 891-6095 
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@ CLUB NAITASI 
®@ CORAL COAST 
@ BEQA LAGOON 
@ MATAQ! ISLAND 
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How to buy your 
Caribbean island home 


Your own villa or condo can put you in paradise and be a 
sound investment. Our impartial newsletter tells you 
which islands offer you the best values; covers politics, 
economy, quality of life, how to buy, etc. PLUS pages of 
homes, land, businesses for sale. Save on travel costs, 
too. Send $2 for literature with photos and sample Report. 
a a ° 
~ Island Properties Report 


BOXS58SR, Rte 4, Woodstock, VT 05091 


We GUARANTEE 
Your License 


CLASSES 


HELD 


(237-8663) 


#9: 1-800-BEST-ONE wise" 





DIVING 
QUISIANAS 


OILRIGS 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL BARADA 


Eo divers who have never experi- 
enced the excitement of a close en- 
counter with some really big fish, | sug- 
gest a visit to the offshore oil drilling plat- 
forms in the Gulf of Mexico, off Louisiana. 
There are more than 5,000 of these rigs 
extending from shore to more than 100 
miles at sea. They serve as artificial reefs 
that attract the greatest abundance and 
variety of fish | have ever seen in one 
spot. When the water is clear, looking 
down from the surface is like looking into 
a tank at a marine park. Huge schools of 
amberjack, cobia, jack crevalle, red 
Snapper and triggerfish swarm around 
you near the surface, and the shadowy 
outlines of huge groupers and giant jew- 
fish can be seen circling around the rig- 
ging on the bottom more than 100 feet 
below. Some of these fish are so tame 
they get in your way when you try to take 
a picture—and spearing them is simply a 
matter of selecting the one you want and 
pulling the trigger. Landing a big one, 
however, requires a special technique as 
unique as the environment itself. 

But, before you pack up your gear and 
head for Dixieland, there are a few things 
you should know about the area and the 
obstacles that must be overcome. Just 
getting out to the rigs can be a major op- 
eration. The gulf in this area is a delta of 
the Mississippi River with a bottom com- 
posed of mud and silt that extends hun- 
dreds of miles in all directions. The ocean 
floor is so flat it has a downward slope of 
only one foot per mile, so you can be 20 
miles at sea and still be in water only 20 
feet deep. The expanse of shallow water 
has made the gulf the richest offshore oil 
producing region on earth. 

Prior to the advent of offshore drilling, 
this part of the gulf was a barren ocean 
with no game fish or other marine life ex- 
cept mud dwellers—because there were 
no reefs or solid projections to which 
clinging marine organisms could attach 
themselves. Thus, the basic food chain 
could not get started. Today, however, 
about 30 years after the first oilrigs began 
to appear, this area is rated as one of the 
world’s greatest fishing grounds. Fortu- 
nately, the shallow water puts the bottom 
beneath most of these rigs within the 
range of scuba divers. Unfortunately, 
however, the same shallow water creates 
other hazards that can be far more dan- 
gerous than deep water. 








It is estimated that more than 15 million 
tons of topsoil flow out of the mouth of the 
Mississippi River every minute. This silt 
spreads out over the waters of the gulf in 
every direction, creating muddy, turbid 
water that makes diving on shallow, near- 
shore rigs impossible and often even af- 
fects rigs in deepwater far from shore. 

Another, even more serious hazard is 
the weather. As one Dixie diver ex- 
plained, ‘Our good diving is usually 50 
miles offshore, so we have a long run 
over very shallow water. In the open 
ocean with no place to hide when the wa- 
ter gets rough, it is dangerous for a small 
boat.’’ The hazard of rough water during 
bad weather is so serious that even the 
commercial diving boats don’t go out 
during the winter and sport divers usually 
reserve their rig trips to the calm weather 
months of July and August. 

Virtually all rig divers are avid spear- 
fishermen and they have developed spe- 
cial techniques and special equipment for 
hunting big fish that are almost as unique 
as the environment itself. The usual 
equipment for big fish hunting—such as 
nylon lines, break-away gear, reels, in- 
flatable floats and surface floats—is use- 
less. A nylon line is cut almost instantly by 
sharp barnacles and a long line is soon 
hopelessly fouled around the pilings, ca- 
bles or machinery that clutter the bottom 
like a junkyard. Rig spearguns are 
equipped with stainless steel cable 12-15 
feet long, attached either to the speargun 
or to a short piece of rope with a handle 
called a ‘riding rig.’’ When a big fish is 
hit the diver must literally ‘‘ride him out,”’ 
close-hauled, as the fish zigzags through 
the forest of pilings and rigging. With a 
riding rig the diver holds the rope in one 
hand and the gun in the other, then hangs 
on for dear life as the fish takes him on 
a wild ride through the rigging jungle. If 
he is forced to let go, he loses only his 
spear and saves his gun. Most rig divers 
wear protective clothing to keep from be- 
ing hurt when banged into the rigging, 
and a lot of them carry wire cutters as 
well as a knife so they can cut them- 
selves free if they get tangled in the mess 
of junk on the bottom. 

On my first few visits to the rigs the wa- 
ter was too dirty for U/W pictures. Then 
a tropical storm blew up so violently that 
weather reports told of 10-12 foot seas 
rolling over the gulf with winds of 25-50 
miles per hour. Large steamers and fish- 
ing boats were in trouble and the Coast 
Guard was busy with rescues. However, 
my rig diving companions were elated. 

“This is what we need,’’ one of them 
explained. ‘‘A south wind blows the mud- 
dy water into shore and clears the deep- 
water reefs. If this wind was from the 
north you could forget it. The whole gulf 
would be muddied up for another month. 
But, let this storm settle down in a day or 
two and we will have it made.”’ 

Their forecast proved to be accurate. 
The first structure we hit was on the edge 
of the Gulf Stream, 60 miles from shore 


* PADI 5 Star Facility 
* Unlimited Shore Diving 








Last summer, 
| we inaugurated 
the Cayman Condo 
Connection. Direct to the 
consumer, non-commissionable 
money saving condo packages. Div- 
ing by Bob Soto’s Diving, Ltd. 


Our successes in valumes and customer 
satisfaction have enabled us to continue 
this popular program for the winter. 


We have condos STARTING AS LOW AS 
$499 for a week of diving fun. New ex- 
tras too, like nominal upgrades to Sting- 
ray City and East End Diving Safari. 


Here’s the catch-direct sales only and a 
deposit upon your reservation. No excep- 
tions for this Cayman high season dive 
package aft low season prices. 


Reserve your vacation condo today! 


* Large Boats/Small Numbers 
* Diving Pick-Ups 


@ Cayman Condo Connection 


1-800-262-7686 


In FL 805-981-7555 * Box 1801-W, Grand vegeta B.W.I. 


“AMERICAN 


The American Express Card The ae | 
The Official Card of the Cayman Islands  Beusuu+nit 
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BECOME A PRO 
DIVER = 


The Lowest 
Total Tuition 


$1,295 


Our 38th Year 
Write For Details 


Coastal School Of Deep Sea Diving 
320 29th Ave., Oakland, CA 94601 
(415) 532-4211 
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cnnents 


Little 
Cayman 


The Ultimate In Caribbean Diving 
Reefs, Wrecks, And The Finest 
Wall Diving In The World 


If You Are Going To Dive Little Cayman, 


Why Not Stay On Little Cayman? 


BROCHURES, RESERVATIONS, 
AIRLINE RESERVATIONS - WE DO IT ALL 


"S For Rates & Information 


an Call 1-800-843-2177 
(412) 834-4064 
Pa./Alaska 
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yacht will take you to all of the 
best dive sites of BELIZE and 
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ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE. 
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the Great Barrier Reef of the 
Caribbean—the Belize Atolls, 
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Nlo}iamermela 
LA STREGA’S semi-annual 
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ence true tropical adventure. 


To receive all the facts, our 
brochure and rajtes, call us 
fe) |mics\s¥ 


(800) 433-DIVE 
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LA STREGA 


‘Sal 


4572 Telephone Road, Suite 913 
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OIL RIGS 


and in 190 feet of water. | dropped over 
the side and entered an underwater fan- 
tasyland. The water was so clear the sub- 
merged portion of the entire rig loomed 
before me like a manmade forest of steel 
and concrete. Fish were everywhere. 
Hundreds of them, of all sizes and spe- 
cies, circled the perimeter and swarmed 
through the inside of the rigging. It was a 
fascinating sight and | hung motionless, 
drinking it in. 

One diver speared and landed a 30 
pound grouper. While he was sitting ona 
cross member re-stringing his gun! hung 
outside to photograph the action. A 
school of large amberjacks swirled 





The waters beneath Louisiana’s oilrigs 
harbor monster groupers and jewfish. 


around me so thick they blocked my vi- 
sion and | had trouble getting my picture. 
As | concentrated on the camera | felt 
something bump me in the back. | looked 
around, saw nothing but fish, and went 
back to my picture-taking. Then some- 
thing bumped me on the side, another hit 
me on the head and another on the stom- 
ach. | looked down in time to see an am- 
berjack with its nose against my belly. 
These big fish were swimming around 
me, completely unafraid—and even while 
| watched they continued to come in and 
bump me with their noses. | grabbed one 
by the tail and there was a wild struggle 
before the fish broke free. But, after that 
the amberjack quit bumping me and | fi- 
nally got my picture. 

My companions tied into a couple of 
nice sized specimens and put on a mas- 
terful display of fish-busting as they rode 
their catch In a mad whirl through the rig- 
ging. But, the effort exhausted their air 
and we returned to the surface for a cup 
of coffee and a rest. 

Our next rig was only 90 feet deep and 
the water was so clear | could lie on the 
surface and see big fish moving in and 
out of the murky water on the bottom. 
This time my companions ignored the 
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$ SAVE $ 
$100in value 
at Bahia Hotel 


COZUMEL 


Book Now! $440 haat Oonty 


INCLUDES: 8 days, 7 nights ¢ 6 Two 
Tank Boat Dives ¢ Unlimited Beach Diving 
¢ Store Equipment at Del Mar Aquatics 
Dive Lockers (Individually Locked). 


RECEIVE FREE 100 VALUE 


eFree BottleofWine........ $ 25 value 

Free Scaramouche Disco 5 Axes 
Cover forthe Week........ 30 value 

e Free 100 Beach Towel... .. $ 25value 


(Similar to sample above) 
e Free Del Mar Aquatic 


Gol Ghirt=s ssizece lowe $ 15value 
e Free Breakfast at 
las’Palmeras. xia: $  5value 


Valid only with h f 
8 day Divers Package with Air FREE $100 Value 
LIMITED TIME ONLY CALL NOW!! 


Two Worlds Travel 


yh at a 1-800-446-2166 


Texas residents call (713) 446-2166 collect for reservations only. 
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huge schools of game fish swirling 
around us to point out unusual coral for- 
mations and other organisms clinging to 
the pilings that a casual observer would 
overlook. We burned up half our air pho- 
tographing these marine-oddities. Then 
One diver spotted a huge grouper on the 
bottom and the fun began again. 

The fish was big—one-half the length of 
a diver’s body and more than two feet 
thick. The diver maneuvered to a range of 
six feet, waited until the fish turned broad- 
side, then fired. | had a ringside seat as 
the fish took off. In a series of wild gyra- 
tions, it darted, turned, twisted and Zig- 
zagged through pilings and stanchions 
with the diver hanging on and dodging 
obstructions like a water skier on a sla- 
lom course. The ride lasted less than one 
minute but every second was packed 
with action and thrills few sports can 
equal. When it was finally subdued and 
boated, the grouper weighed in at 70 
pounds. It gave me an idea of what it 
would be like if that grouper had been a 
400 pound jewfish. 

On the next rig we hit we ran into jew- 
fish. | was near the center of the rig when 
a 300 pound monster cruised slowly up 
out of the murk, looked me over, then 
started back down. | followed, snapping 
pictures as fast as my strobe would recy- 
cle. The fish was so huge its body was al- 
most as long as mine and it was at least 
three feet thick. Elated at the opportunity, 
| adjusted the controls on my camera and 
automatically checked the frame counter. 
To my horror, the indicator said | was out 
of film. With only one shot left, | decided 
to make it a good one. 

| set the focus to two and one-half feet, 
adjusted the f/stop and began stalking 
my fish. For about five minutes the fish 
weaved in and out of the rigging as if try- 
ing to hide its huge body behind the nar- 
row pilings. | reversed my direction and 
met it face to face on the other side. 
When | snapped the picture the flash 
went right into his open mouth. That was 
the most surprised jewfish I’ve ever seen. 

As my fish swam away | looked around 
and couldn't believe my eyes. Giant jew- 
fish were clustered around me as thick as 
a herd of cows and the ‘‘monster’’ | had 
photographed was the baby of the 
bunch. One of them moved in close to 
look me over. | won't try to guess its 
weight but its body was more than seven 








WALL To WAL 
EXCELLENCE: 


From the Virgin Islands’ most colorful 
coral walls to the richly defined arches of 
a Classically inspired hideaway, Carib- 
bean Sea Adventures and The Buccaneer 
Hotel offer a most exciting combination. 

If your idea of the perfct diving vaca- 
tion includes sun drenched beaches, 
superb dining, luxurious accommoda- 
tions, golf, tennis, and all the watersports 
you can imagine, experience our wall to 
wall excellence. For complete information 





on our vacation packages see your travel 
agent or contact RALPH LOCKE, PO. Box 
#800, Waccabuc, N.Y. 10597. Phone toll 
free with the number below. 


EVERYTHING YOU'VE COME TO EXPECT 


CARIBBEAN SEA 
ADVENTURES 
at 


\The Buccaneer 


ST. CROIX, U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


1-800- 223-1108 


TOLL FREE NATIONWIDE 
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HELP WANTED 
DIVER NEEDED IN TROPICAL FISH BUSINESS. 





For a Fabulous Time... 


Unbelievable Dive Sites: reefs, wrecks and the 


Long hours & strenuous physical activity re- 

quired. Applicant should have at least 500 

logged hrs. & be certified by PADI, NAUI, or 

YMCA. BS preferred. Salary negotiable. Send 

resume and pertinent information to: 
FLORIDA BAY BRAND, 

5800 Overseas Hwy., Ste. 35-121, Marathon, "FL 33050 





friendliest fish in the Caribbean... Dive from 
our comfortable custom dive boats. Hotel dive 
& sail dive pkgs. 
Box 1040, Virgin Gorda Yacht Harbour 
Virgin Gorda, British Virgin islands 
British Virgin , 
islands Phone (809-49) 55513 


feet long and five feet thick—and | was 
out of film. The fish would still be there if 
| reloaded my camera and returned, but 
it was past time to head for the surface. 

During the long swim up | made myself 
a promise that someday | would return 
and get a picture of a diver on a fish-bust- 
ing ride behind one of those monsters. 

More detailed information and a list of 
charter boats that cater to divers can be 
obtained by writing to David Stanley, 
Coastal Fisheries Institute, Center for 
Wetlands Resources, Louisiana State A C Gia: 
University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70808. >see 
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OPPORTUNITY! 


Large live-aboard dive boats are the future of the dive vaca- 
tion industry. An established, profitable, operation with ex- 
cellent tax advantages is exnanding. Investors 


IF YOU DIVE, SHOW IT! 


Li Diver's Flag lapel pins with gold finish. 
2s td \\ : $4.95 post paid 


wanted—working partners needed in several fields. 
Substantial investment required. 


805-644-2854 


* EyeOpeners, Inc. 
P.O. Box 234U 
: “6 Townsend, TN 37882 
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DIVING FREEDOM 


Habitathas no diving restxictions. Dive 24-hrs, day or 
night. Boater beach diving. Weare intimate, dive 
oriented & professional. No crowds, rush or anxiety. 
We're located righten_the reef for relaxed easy access. 





illas, two 
sle & double roems. 


All The Extras Gift shop, photo-lab, slide shows, lectures, 
restaurant & bar, dive guides, PADI 5-star training facility, 
unlimited free air fills, picnics. barbecues, and much more. 


SPECIAL PACKAGE PLANS AVAILABLE 


ee Bi, F Reservations & Information: 
CAPTAIN DON S Scott Calder International, Inc. 
TT 152 Madison Ave. New York, N.Y. 10016 
(212) 535-9530, (800) 223-5581 


BONATRE NA HABITAT N. American Representative 


1-800-327-6709 
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Would You Trust These People To Give You 
The Dive Trip Of A Lifetime? 


Since 1969 Over 27,000 Divers Have! 


For over 18 years divers have trusted Alan Baskin 
and Eva Cope to show them the times of their 
lives. Our guests never carry a tank or even 
have to worry about washing their own gear. 
Save your energy for our world-class diving! 
Sites like The Indians, Painted Walls and the 
Wreck Of The Rhone, to name just a few. 









accommodations at either the in- town, 
all air-conditioned Treasure Isle Hotel 
or the self contained, waterfront 
Prospect Reef Resort. Call us direct 
and toll free at 1-800-233-7938 for 
information and hotel brochures. 
You're gonna love Alan and Eva... 
















































And because your comfort and 27,000 satisfied 
enjoyment are our first concern, customers can't 
Unlimited Dive packages include SUN be wrong! 
P.O. BOX 108 \ ROAD TOWN 
Formerly The Aquatic Centres 1-800-233 -7938 
— Tortola « 
. British 





Virgin 
Islands 
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SUUNTO GAUGE RECALL 


Suunto, Inc. has determined that a po- 
tentially dangerous condition may exist 
with certain Suunto mechanical gauges. 
This condition applies to both depth and 
Submersible pressure gauges. Sea- 
Quest, Inc. has issued an important no- 
tice warning all domestic authorized re- 
tailers of the potential problem. Under 
certain circumstances the gauge dial 
face may warp and block movement of 
the indicating needle, causing the gauge 
to read incorrectly. The model numbers 
of the gauges potentially involved are 
SM14 depth gauge (150 foot and 230 
foot) and SM22 submersible pressure 
gauge. These gauges are sold separately 
or in combination with other gauges in 
console models CB43 or CB42. 

Even though only gauges sold between 
December 1986 and October 1987 may 
be involved, it is important that all gauges 
in the field be inspected. Any SeaQuest/ 
Suunto retailer should be able to quickly 
examine suspect gauges and determine 
whether servicing is required. If it is, the 
retailer will return the gauge to SeaQuest. 
SeaQuest will make every attempt to per- 
form the service as quickly as possible 
and return the gauge to the owner at Sea- 
Quest’s expense. 

In the event a SeaQuest retailer is not 
available to make the inspection, a sus- 
pect gauge may be returned to SeaQuest 
directly. Please address all shipments to 
SeaQuest, Inc., Attention: Customer Ser- 
vice, 2151-Dept. F, Las Palmas Dr., 
Carlsbad, CA 92009. 

Do not use any suspect gauge until it 
has been inspected by SeaQuest or an 
authorized retailer. >. 


CAYMAN TOUCH THE SEA 

Fourteen divers will join Dee Scarr to 
‘Touch the Sea’ aboard the Little Cay- 
man Diver August 7-14. Unlimited diving 
along Little Cayman’s famous walls, ex- 
cellent accommodations and gourmet 
food are among some of the features of 
this trip. Dee will be diving with the parti- 
cipants, sharing her knowledge and giv- 
ing informal talks on life beneath the sea. 

For further information write to the co- 
ordinator of the program, Naomi Stern, 
100 West 81st Street, New York, NY 
10024; (212) 873-4059. »e. 


BRAC REEF PACKAGE 


The Brac Reef Beach Resort, on Cay- 
man Brac in the Cayman Islands, offers 
a four day/three night Super Winter Sav- 
er Dive Package that includes accommo- 
dations, air fare and all diving expenses. 
Guests can also choose a six day/five 
night package or an eight day/seven 
night package. Included in the price is 
round trip air fare from Miami or Tampa, 
round trip airport ground transfers on the 
Brac, U.S. departure tax, a deluxe air- 








conditioned oceanfront room, three full- 
course meals daily, unlimited drinks, pad- 
dleboats, underwater photography, all 
offshore escorted dives—including trans- 
portation to dive sites such as the famous 
Cayman Wall at Little Cayman—and lots 
more. Divers and nondivers can take 
advantage of these packages through 
April 10. 

The Brac Reef Beach Resort is the 
newest resort on Cayman Brac and offers 
comfortable accommodations, freshwa- 
ter swimming pool and spa, pier bar, sea- 
food dishes, family-like atmosphere and 
fascinating island lore. 

For details call the toll free Brac Reef 
Beach Resort reservations line at (800) 
327-3835; in Florida, call toll free at (800) 
233-8880. rtf. 


WIGGINS/DIVI 


Scott D. Wiggins has been appointed 
vice president, marketing and sales for 
Divi Hotels. Wiggins, who had been di- 
rector of Divi’s marketing and sales divi- 
sion since May 1984, heads the Ithaca, 
New York office of the company’s sub- 
sidiary, Divi Hotels Marketing, Inc. 





Though he will continue in the supervi- 
sion of all marketing and sales activities 
for the entire corporation, he will be fo- 
cusing more attention on the develop- 
ment of regional marketing efforts with 
various hospitality industry associations 
in the Caribbean. > 


NAUI VCI GUIDE 

Bill High’s A Guide for Visual Inspec- 
tion of Scuba and SCBA Cylinders is now 
available from NAUI. The book is de- 
signed to be a resource for both novice 
and experienced visual inspectors of cyl- 
inders and to contribute to improved in- 
spection methods. It contains a wealth of 
technical information. 

High indicates that the Professional 
Scuba Inspectors sponsored VCI training 
course is a valuable companion to the 
guide. The widely offered courses pro- 
vide the newest updates in a rapidly 
changing field, as well as an opportunity 
to use very special inspection tools. 
Course information may be obtained by 
contacting PSI at (206) 486-2252. ~#. 


Considering a Dive Adventure? 
There is Something New... 


(Under The Sun 


Let 





our experts create 


a diving adventure 
just for you! The 
possibilities are 


endless... 


Gnder the Sun 


CALL 


1-800-SUCK AIR 


Participation with 
and Travel Agents 


Dive Shops 
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Divers... COME LIVE 
IN LUXURY. 
ON BONAIRE 


Full service dive and photo facility on site. 


© Beautiful beachfront property, every unit with 
balcony facing the sea. 

®@ Studio, 1,2 and 3 bedrooms avail. w/full kitchen. 

® Diving & snorkeling right off the beach. 

© U/W photography & video facility is now in 
operation. 


®@ Full service dive shop, PADI Instruction with 
Andre Nahr. 

® Visit the Green Parrot—our brand new 
oceanfront restaurant. 

® Coming soon... complete watersports activities, 

swimming pool, tennis and shopping. 


Sand Dollar Beach Club 


Gis A Condominium aS 


Bonaire, Netherland Antilles 


For Sales and Dive Package Information 
Contact Sand Dollar: 50 Georgetown Road, 
Bordentown, NJ 08505 
1-800-345-0805 
in NJ call (609) 298-3844 for Sales Information 
or (609) 298-2298 for Dive Package Information 
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Bruce Bowker’s 


CARIB INN 


BONAIRE 


SIMPLY THE BEST DIVING 
ON BONAIRE 4. 


What else is there to say. 





P.O. Box 68 Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 


Telephone 011-599-7-8819 
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DISCRIMINATING 
DIVERS DEMAND 


LA CEIBA 


COZUMEL 


La Ceiba is the finest dive resort on the 
beach, where many of our guests return 
time and time again to enjoy our gra- 
cious hospitality and lovely air-condi- . 
tioned rooms. 


UNLIMITED DIVE 
PACKAGES 


FROM: $273° 


Call: U.S. Reservations: 
1-800-621-6830 
or 214-692-5277 


La Ceiba Beach Hotel 
Box 284, Cozumel, Mexico 
Tel: 011-52-987-20065 


* Dec. 20-Apr. 30, 1988 
per pers, dbl. occ., 15% tax incl. 
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Be Part of the 
CEDAM 


Experience 


If you like adventure, 
exploration, and 
educational experiences, 
you'll enjoy our 
expeditions to Honduras, 
Belize, the Galapagos, 
Hawaii and the 
Seychelles. 
Expeditions expenses, 
which range from 
$700 to $4,000, are 
tax deductible. 

For more information, 
send $2.00 for 
expedition catalog to: 
CEDAM Int'l 
Fox Road 
Croton, NY 10520 


Panui Spt lake al gl 

















HOT CORALS 


Like canaries in coal mines, corals are 
harbingers of change. Coral reefs may 
show the first evidence of temperature 
variations in the ocean environment, such 
as those caused by global warming or 
the greenhouse effect. 

Corals’ sensitivity to temperature 
changes, especially increases in warmth, 
have been shown by scientists in Miami 
and Panama who, for the first time, have 
recreated El Nifto conditions in the lab. 

Professor Peter Glynn of the University 
of Miami’s Rosenstiel School of Marine 
and Atmospheric Science and his col- 
leagues Luis D’Croz and Jose Gil of the 
University of Panama and Gustavo Jus- 
tine A. of Panama’s Ministry of Com- 
merce, established numerous coral colo- 
nies growing in four different water tem- 
peratures. They found that corals live 
very close to their heat limit—an increase 
in water temperature of two degrees can 
kill them, but a 10 degree drop in temper- 
ature is needed to have the same result. 

What’s more, says Glynn, while cool 
currents are thought to be responsible for 
limiting coral reef development, severe 
sea warming may also limit reef growth 
and has to be considered an important 
factor in the extinctions of reef building 
Organisms. »## 


CHARLIE BROWN 
MEMORIAL AWARD 


Christopher W. Dueker, M.D. was the 
recipient of the second Charlie Brown 
Memorial Award during the awards cere- 
mony at the 1987 International Confer- 
ence on Underwater Education held in 
Santa Ana, California. Dueker was un- 
able to be present to accept the award. 

The award was established by the 
Charlie Brown Memorial Foundation to 
honor him and those who personify his 
manner of offering his knowledge to oth- 
ers as a volunteer, in writings, lectures 
and by general sharing. 

In an effort to promote diving safety. 
Dueker has freely contributed his time 
and energy at diving safety seminars and 
instructor training courses. As an active 
member and officer of the Undersea 
Medical Society, Dueker has traveled 
and lectured internationally on diving 
medicine and safety at sessions of the 
society and its affiliates. 

He has written three textbooks on div- 
ing medicine and safety. One of them, 
Medical Aspects of Sport Diving, has 
been the standard text on diving medi- 
cine for years. 

The award consists of a brass statue 
with the figure of a sea serpent coiled 
around an upright trident, plus a blue 
blazer with identifying pocket crest and 
an inscribed plaque. > 











BONNE TERRE 
(Continued from Page 43) 


should have the whole Maine lobster, lan- 
gostinos or blackened yellowfin tuna. 
When you get a craving for steak try the 
house's porterhouse, beef Wellington or 
steak Diane. With food this good, it’s a 
crime to rush through the meal. To help 
synchronize the service for large groups, 
the inn has pre-order forms that enable 
the chefs to prepare and deliver all meals 
at the same time. Groups usually collect 
in Goosby’s Pub to watch the sunset on 
the Ozark Mountains’ foothills and share 
anecdotes from the day’s diving. Then 
they settle into a few tables where dinner 
is served. 

In the warmer months, white wicker ta- 
bles and chairs sit out in the Wine and 
Beer Garden. While hiking around the es- 
tate’s trails you may spot albino squirrels, 
bred by the original French settlers, or 
come across larger wildlife such as white 
tailed deer. Even if you fail to sight any 
critters in the woods, you can always play 
with the resident mascot, a friendly goose 
named Goosby, or take one of the Ten- 
nessee walkers for a ride. Cooler autumn 
weather brings hay rides and bonfires 
and winter's snow permits cross country 
skiing. There’s even an elegant horse 
and carriage ride for small parties of as 
many as five. More sizable groups can 
hire the larger omnibus, drawn by a pair 
of dappled gray Percherons, to tour the 
countryside or go for a pub crawl. 

Just 62 miles southeast of St. Louis 
and its busy airport, the Bonne Terre 
Mine’s Billion Gallon Lake and Mansion 
Hill Country Inn have become a regular 
resort destination for divers from as far 
away as California and Colorado. The 
Mansion Hill Country Inn remains open 
seven days a week, all year long. Diving 
operations at Bonne Terre welcome div- 
ers Fridays through Sundays. For infor- 
mation about the great North American 
weekend escape write to West End Div- 
ing Centers, 11215 Natural Bridge Road, 
Bridgeton, MO 63044 or telephone (314) 
731-5003. > 


WRECK VALLEY VIDEO 

Aqua Explorers, Inc. has released its 
first underwater video entitled Wreck Val- 
ley Video Vol. #1. This video is not only 
an introduction to the upcoming series, 
but also a new way to view the wonders 
of Wreck Valley. 

Volume #1 consists of an interesting 
yet condensed view of six shipwrecks. 
This special limited edition, introductory 
video is from Aqua Explorers, Inc., 22 
Maiden Lane, Lynbrook, NY 11563. 

For further information on Long Is- 
land's shipwrecks please refer to Wreck 
Valley: A Record of Shipwrecks off Long 
Island’s South Shore. Copies are avail- 
able from Aqua Explorers. >t. 





* We dive the Barrier Reef, 
Turneffe Islands, 
Lighthouse Reef & the 
fabled Blue Hole. 


¢ Glass bottom boat rides; 
exotic bird watching. 

¢ Jungle river trips; motor 
bike island touring. 

¢ Complimentary 
windsurfing, Sunfish 
sailing, and pier fishing. 


Escape to our private island. Just five 


minutes from the Caribbean’s best 
kept secret—Belize’s Barrier Reef. 
Land on our 3,300 airstrip or dock in 
our full service marina. 32 
air-conditioned rooms on the beach, a 
bountiful bar, local and international 
dining. Enjoy our full watersports 
facilities, play tennis or volleyball, or 
just relax and escape. 


e Group packages and 
overnite charters 
available. 


Call us about low cost dive packages 


Call toll free in the U.S. 1-800-325-3401 
P.O. Box 1545, Ashland, Kentucky 41105 
OR write us at: Pyramid Island Resort, P.O. Box 192, Belize City, 
Belize, C.A. Tel: 011-501-02-44409 
Radio: Marine Band 68 or 2 Meter 6500 
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WORLD CLASS DIVING 


IN 
THE WORLD’S MOST WANTED DESTINATION 
FEATURING: 


COZUMEL’S NEWEST BEACHFRONT HOTEL 





WITH 


4 DAYS & 3 NIGHTS 
..2 DAYS BOAT DIVING 


PACKAGE PRICE VALID 
WHEN AIRFARE PURCHASED 
THRU TROPICAL CONCEPTS 
OTHER PACKAGE’S AVAILABLE 


CALL FOR DETAILS 


1-800 345-7636 


713-880-1186 
5414 KATY FREEWAY 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77007 pa 
Top Commissions to dive shops & travel agents for group bookings 
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WHY BE A DIVE COMMUTER? 





NOW YOU CAN CRUISE AND DIVE THE 
BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS—IN STYLE! 


Cruise to the best dive sites at your own pace on one of our luxurious 48’ Motor Yachts, 
custom-designed with the diver in mind. Your yacht has three spacious double staterooms with 


ensuite shower and head . 
and blender .. . 
system . 


everything you'll need for the diving vacation of a lifetime. 
PHONE US TODAY FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION 


THREE BUOYS Yacht Vacations 


P.O. BOX 166011, MIAMI, FL 33173 
800-824-1844 
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Explore the Wonde 
(nderwater World 





STICK YOUR NECK 
OUT FOR THE BEST 
DIVING IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. 


For a diving holiday in the 
unspoiled waters of the Turks 
and Caicos individually 
designed to your ability — 
whether expert or novice — 
please request a full 
colour brochure by 


\ phoning (toll free) 
\ any of the following 
numbers: 


800-441-4419 (Toll Free ) 
YACHT & TENNIS RESORT 
809-946-4203 

MIAMI TRAVEL AGENT 
800-351-8261 (Toll Free) 
305-731-1111 





FLAMINGO DIVERS 


IN THE PINK INTO THE BLUE 
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skin diver 


~~ Call our Anal al. at_ 


A private island with _ 
100 world class dive 
sites, quiet beaches, 
lovely bungalows, 
modern 38’ dive boat, 
magnificent sunsets, 





Turneffe Island Lodge. 
A little piece of Heaven. 


home cooking, spectac- — | 


1-800-338-8149. — -. 


. a modern galley with full-size range, refrigerator, microwave 
an entertainment centre with color TV, VCR and AM/FM stereo cassette 
. built-in scuba tank racks and dive platform—in fact, Three Buoys provides you with 


rs of the 


every month with 







— ~ ular bone, tarpon and <—% 
Discover Belize, the /] 


. , deep sea fishing. 
CF Western Caribbean. 


Island alge 


Belize, Central America 
In FL 904-262-9564 


TaN uit eeeiciore i fli. oe oe 3 
awe 3 
Page ake “ 

Pipi oi RE oer ae aia 
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CARL ROESSLER/ 
PHILIPPINES 





see & Sea Travel, Inc. of San Francis- 
co is offering a dive cruise aboard the Tri- 
star, with Carl and Jessica Roessler, May 
18-31. The Tristar has a crew of 20 and 
all amenities. The Roesslers’ cruise will 
offer unlimited diving at Tubbataha Reef 
in the Philippines. The price of this cruise 
includes a night before and after at the 
Manila Hotel. 

For further information contact, See & 
Sea Travel, Inc., 50 Francisco St., Suite 
205, San Francisco, CA 94133; (800) 
DIV-XPRT or (415) 434-3400. >> 


BEAUTY BENEATH THE 


SEA EXHIBIT 


The WaterHouse, a stock photography 
agency specializing in underwater and 
marine theme photographs, was invited 
to stage a major print exhibition at Ni- 
kon’s prestigious Nikon House Gallery in 
Manhattan last December. Featuring 
work by the world’s top U/W photogra- 
phers, including Rick Frehsee, Stephen 
Frink, Bradley Graham, Lynn Funkhaus- 
er, Robert Holland, Neil McDaniel, Chris 
and Donna McLaughlin, Carl Roessler, 
Jerry Schnabel, Marty Snyderman and 


Susan Swygert, the exhibit was viewed 
by an average of 2,000 people daily. 





More than 60 prints were included in 
the exhibition. All color enlargements 
were custom printed by Scuba Chrome 
from original 35mm slides. Destinations 
covered by the WaterHouse contributors 
included the Florida Keys, Caribbean, 
Philippines, Red Sea, Australia, the Mal- 
dives, Micronesia and Truk. > 








ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 


RECREATIONAL DIVING 


PADI now offers the Encyclopedia of 
Recreational Diving, a new concept in 
diver references. Neither a textbook nor 
a rehash of manuals and handbooks writ- 
ten for military/commercial divers, the 
Encyclopedia of Recreational Diving is 
written specifically for the needs and in- 
terests of recreational divers. 





The book utilizes an enjoyable reading 
style and profuse illustrations to make 
even the most complex subjects easy to 
understand. Focusing on five high inter- 
est areas—physics, physiology, equip- 
ment, aquatic realm and special activi- 
ties—the Encyclopedia of Recreational 
Diving is the combined effort of more 
than a dozen writers and 18 technical re- 
viewers, treating each subject with up-to- 
date information written and reviewed by 
experts. It has 26 pages of color photo- 
graphs, plus hundreds of black and white 
photographs and illustrations. 

The encyclopedia is available at PADI 
Training Facilities. >see 


HARBOUR TOWNE 
ARTIFICIAL REEF 


The 95 foot steel sailing vessel Pride 
was recently sunk offshore Fort Lauder- 
dale to form the Harbour Towne Artificial 
Reef. All of the costs of this project were 
donated by Harbour Towne Marina of 
Dania. The 40 year old vessel was 
cleaned of potential pollutants by workers 
at Harbour Towne and was certified by 
the Coast Guard for sinking. 

The Pride was deployed immediately 
south of the popular wreck Jay Scutti, a 
100 foot tugboat sunk in September of 
1986. Positioned in 70 feet of water off- 
shore Oakland Park Boulevard, the Pride 
will become a haven for marine life. 

Audie Morton, dockmaster at Harbour 
Towne, said “‘Rumor has it that Tugboat 
Annie’s Restaurant hid treasure aboard 
that, if found, can be redeemed at Tug- 
boat Annie’s.”’ The approximate Loran C 
coordinates are 14265.2 and 62106.3. 

For further information regarding the 
Broward County Artificial Reef Program, 
contact the Erosion Prevention District at 
(305) 765-4013. >t. 





COZUMEL DIVER’S RESORT 


-YV) 


@ 34 A/C Ocean-front Units 
@ Freshwater Swimming Pool 
@ New ‘Fat Grouper” Restaurant 
Overlooking the Ocean 
@ Complete Dive Shop on Premises 
@ Five Custom-made Dive Boats 
@ Friendly Staff 


PACKAGES FOR INDIVIDUALS AND GROUPS 
DIRECT FLIGHTS FROM HOUSTON, DALLAS, MIAMI & ATLANTA 


SCUBA 

GALAPAGO INN 

P.O. BOX 289 

COZUMEL Q ROO MEXICO 

PH. (011-52-987) 
20663 

COZUMEL 













The perfect way to keep your favorite issues of SKIN DIVER catalogued 
for easy reference. Our beautiful bright blue binder with gold lettering 
holds twelve copies of your favorite diving magazine. Sturdy construc- 
tion guarantees excellent workmanship and maximum protection. The 
SKIN DIVER binder can serve as a dive travel planner for years to 
come. Only $7.95 each (plus $1.50 for shipping and handling). If you 
prefer, you may order three binders for $21.00 (plus $2.00 S&H) or 
six binders for $39.00 (plus $300 S&H). 















MAIL TO: Petersen Retail Sales Services 
6725 Sunset Blvd., Dept. SDB 
Los Angeles, CA 90028 






Send check or money order. NO CASH. U.S. funds only. Please allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery. Residents of L.A. County add 6'4% sales tax; 
all other CA residents add 6%. Offer good in the U.S.A. and Canada 
only. Please print clearly and be sure to include your return address. 


skin diver WORLD’S #1 DIVING PUBLICATION! 


THE CARIBBEAN ESCAPE 
BUCCANEERS INN 


A DIVER’S REFUGE 


The complete resort on the North side of Cayman 
Brac that truly complements the tranquility and 
scenery of this pristine tropical setting with... 

¢ 39 rooms in 3 main buildings 

¢ Air-conditioning, double beds 

¢ Some balconies and screened porches 

¢ Restaurant and beachfront lounge 

¢ Pool and gift shops 


ESCAPE TO DIVE, RELAX, ENJOY 
¢3 Night—7 Night Dive Packages 
¢ Honeymoon Packages 
¢ Unlimited Shore Diving 


Plan a true escape this season at 


BUCCANEER’S INN 


A Diver’s Refuge 
Box 68, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, BWI 
Call (809) 948-7257 or (504) 292-7772 
or Toll Free: 800-535-9968 
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Don't settle forless.... 
go for the best 


SSEEERES ET NNT rSagtheiteniieiieh ea ie ONO i ees 


peicgeeees SERA R cee: SETA . nities 


Ene Lorene ER AND THE ISLANDS OF Maul oR LANAI. 
Our boats are spacious and comfortable, 


our staff is friendly and professional. 
Comp ete DivE PACKAGE 
Includes diving, accomodations and rental car. Weekly 
packages begin as low as $455 per person/double occupancy 


Lahaina Divers Inc. 
710 Front Street e Lahaina e Maui e Hawaii e 96761 
TOLL FREE (800) 367-8047 extension 102 
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PETERSEN'S 


Photographic 

The best “How-to” 
photography magazine 
available on the newsstand! 


e Tips from Experts @ User Reports 
@ Photo Contest © Video News 


PETERSEN 


We Build Magazines Right 


NOW ON SALE AT 
YOUR LOCAL NEWSSTAND 


This announcement ts neither an offer to sell nor a solicitation of an offer to buy any of these securities. The offer is made only by the 
Prospectus, copies of which may be obtained in any state in which these securities 
may be offered in compliance with the securities laws of such states. 


NEW ISSUE NEW ISSUE 


300,000 UNITS OFFERING PRICE: $10.00 PER UNIT 
Unit consisting of ten shares of Common Stock and ten redeemable Common Stock Purchase Warrants 


The Company intends to engage in and fund ongoing search and recovery of known and documented 
shipwrecks with proven monetary and/or historical value on an international basis. The Company 
may research, search and/or enter into joint venture agreements with existing treasure hunters to 
recover shipwrecks. Additionally, the Company intends to market, sell and/or exhibit precious items of 
treasure, strategic metals and related artifacts recovered by the Company and will provide this service 
to other salvagers at an acceptable profit to the Company. 


EQUITIES INTERNATIONAL SECURITIES, INC. 
FIFTY BROAD STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10004 212/269-7575 1-800-782-0024 


Other Offices: BUFFALO, NY * NORTH PROVIDENCE, R.L * LOS ANGELES, CA 
For more information about TREASURE QUEST, INC. 





Mail to TREASURE QUEST, INC., 513 Main Avenue, Bay Head, New Jersey 08742 


NAME & ADDRESS 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


TABATA’S 


ONE IOUCKr 


LIBERATOR KNIFE 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


ust a few years ago, most dive knives 

were big. My first one was almost as 
long as my lower leg and it wasn't even 
the largest one on the market. It had a 
rather flimsy plastic sheath that deterio- 
rated within the first year of use and 
which | was never able to replace. The 
straps had no buckle holes that came 
close to fitting my leg. The ones | 
punched in the strap tore when. used. 
And, of course, there was the hassle of 
trying to wrestle the knife in and out of its 
keeper and sheath. 





Luckily, dive knives have changed a 
great deal in the past few years. Today 
they are compact and streamlined. They 
look good, too. The Tabata Liberator is all 
those things plus it has a special sheath 
that allows the insertion and release of 
the knife with one touch as well as a spe- 
cial buckle that allows strap adjustments 
with one touch. 

Let's look at the knife first. From butt to 
tip it measures 8% inches. The blade is 
just 4% inches in length and is available 
with either a pointed tip or—new for '88— 
one that is blunt. One edge is plain, the 
other is serrated and has a line cutter. 
The handle matches the sheath straps 
(gray) and is a nonslippery, high grade 
synthetic rubber that though hard, feels 
velvety to the touch. There is an oval in- 
sert on both sides that bears the letters 
TUSA and matches the sheath color. 

The Liberator sheath is very interesting. 
Made of durable ABS plastic, it comes in 
yellow, pink, lavender, cobalt blue, black 
and emerald. There is a small slit at the 
bottom for water drainage. The knife slips 
into the sheath easily and is locked in 
place by a stainless steel spring inside. 
To release the knife simply grasp the 
handle and pull up while depressing the 
lock with your thumb. This is incredibly 
quick and easy. 


| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
- BUS. PHONE | 


HOME PHONE The sheath straps are the same high 
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grade synthetic rubber as the knife han- 
dle. Just pulling on the end of the strap 
tightens it. To loosen, press on the ridges 
on the buckle and pull. The strap has nu- 
merous ridges on it that hold it in place in 
the buckle—it will fit any size arm or leg 
from large to small. The buckle has a 
minimum of metal—one tiny stainless 
steel pin—to minimize corrosion. 





The Tabata ‘‘one touch”’ knife liberates 
its users from hassle by allowing one 
touch strap adjustments and one touch 
releases from its sheath—which is why 
it's called the Liberator. It sells for $52. 
You can see it for yourself at your nearest 
Tabata dealer. »# 


NOAA HABITAT 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) has launched the 
most advanced habitat ever developed 
for research under the sea. Named 
Aquarius, the state-of-the-art, 81 ton hab- 
itat, which can sustain six scientists at a 
time indefinitely, has been placed on the 
seafloor off St. Croix, USVI. 

For the next two years, the huge, mov- 
able undersea research station missions 
will include fisheries studies, physical 
oceanography, marine engineering re- 
search and studies of the cause of coral 
bleaching in the Caribbean. 

Aquarius makes it possible for scien- 
tists to live and work on the ocean floor 
for a virtually unlimited time, allowing a 
nine hour day of research before return- 
ing to the habitat. In contrast, scuba div- 
ers working at the Aquarius’ present 50 
foot depth would be able to remain on the 
bottom only 70 minutes. 

The 43 x 12 x 16.5 foot station suc- 
ceeds NOAA's smaller, less sophisticat- 
ed Hydrolab, which accomplished nearly 
200 missions between 1966 and 1985. It 
was retired and presented to the Smith- 
sonian Institution. 





Radars is divided into three compart- 
ments—a wet porch, main lock and en- 
trance lock. The main chamber houses 
the sleeping area, laboratory equipment, 
computers, environmental conditioning 
and a modern galley. From the living 
compartment, scientists can view sea life 
through observation ports. A video sys- 
tem allows monitoring of seabottom and 
surface CONdItiONS. > 





Middle Keys Diving 
Has It All 


~ REEFS 
~ WRECKS 
~Y HOSPITALITY 














THE DIVING. 
SITE 


‘) 













12399 Overseas Hwy. 
Marathon, Florida Keys 33050 


CHECK IT OUT! 
1-800-634-3935 © 1-800-821-0155 (Fla) | 
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ST. EUSTATIUS 


ROATAN & GUANAJA 
* BONAIRE & CURACAO 
GALAPAGOS ISLANDS 






FLORIDA KEYS 






CAYMAN ISLANDS 
TURKS & CAICOS 
ST. LUCIA 
COZUMEL 

=] 4 MP4 3 







Specialists in Dive Travel since 1968 


1-800-328-5285 
i MN call (612) 942-9687 


LT (pi ving, INC. 


( ~AN 





7630 WEST 78TH STREET 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55435 
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160 Broadway, New York, NY 10038 1-212-349-2555 e !4rs: Acs Sun. 10-4, Mon.-Thurs. 9-6, Fri. 9-2 


VISA, MC ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-221-1926 


Capsule 10 


*2 hr. recording | 
* Tested at 250 ft. 

* All metal housing 
* Compact 

* Lightweight 


SEA & SEA NIKONOS 
ACCESSORIES 
Motor Marine 35 
17/354... CALL 


NIKONOS 
NIKONOS V w/35 2.5.........0008 429.95 
NIKON Action Touch 
15/2.8 w/view finder.............. 1,164.95 
20/2.8.....459.95 28/3.5.....214.95 
Close up lens set 
SB-102 outfit 
SB-103 outfit 
DF -T0:ic.ds 65.95 DF-12 
TTL Syne Cord (Land) ................ 58.95 
TTL Sync Cord (Double) 104.95 
Bracket Set (Double) 
Extension Arm Set 
Sensor Holder .............ccccccceseseseees 47.95 
NIKONOS Handbook................... 19.95 


Capsule 10 
AQUQUCAIS) 202i oasis. tokdaes.. 1,089.95 
for Canon F-1 or NIKON F-3 in stock 


PELICAN CASES GOING ON VACATION? 


SEE YOUR DIVE VACATION COME ALIVE, 
RENT AN U/W VIDEO! 
CALL FOR INFO. AND FREE 
NEWSLETTER! 
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eaCES 


BY JIM WALKER 





ADV S1 ADV S2 


comfortably, maintaining a low profile, 
and are held in correct position by a dou- 
ble adjusting chest strap. The chambers 
are ‘quilted’ to hold this low profile and 
have durable strain relief reinforcements. 
The buoyancy is positioned low to hold 
the diver high out of the water during sur- 
face swimming. 

(4) Quick release/adjustable shoulder 
straps—These enable the BC to be cus- 
tom fit to any body build. This also allows 
easy donning/doffing of the BC. 

(5) Hose retainers—A Velcro closing 
retainer is placed above the left pocket 
and secures the gauge console conven- 

(Continued on Page 180) 


eaQuest has added a line of single 
bag buoyancy compensators. All 
models in the line share the following: 

(1) No inner bladder—Since there is 
only a single outer bag, there is no possi- 
bility of air leaks resulting from break- 
down or puncturing of a thin inner bag. 
Having only an outer bag also facilitates 
air transfer within the BC and rinsing with 
fresh water. 

(2) Polylaminate bonding—This allows 
better adhesion of sealed materials, pro- 
vides for longer BC life and superior air 
holding capability. 

(3) Contoured shape—The buoyancy 
chambers wrap around the diver’s body 


photos/Bonnie J. Cardone 
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Hanimex ba tai = Sony 

Amphibian 110 Camera .ussnsenunsnsene 89.50 l Ve | Nn O ‘@| V A Nn S Demo Sony Pak-8 Outfit 

Macro Lens w/wand for 110 oo... cece eceeeee 61.50 F ony omm mandycam, EV- 

CU-Ii Close-up lens (2 ft.) for 110 ................ 40.50 = eles et hak pest ht clal. A case, 

Amphibian 35mm Camera ...........ccesnecreeeeees 179.00 ee a ee ee eS power supply, nicad battery and 

Pkg. w/Amphibian 35, univ. slave strobe, RF adapter,with choice of housing listed below: 

and case with die Cut [OAM ..... cscs 295.00 Close focus wide angle adapter Helix Special Nikonos New Ewa underwater flexible 

Close-up lens set TOU HSER bil casas odasipevitivcdeveen-et 28.75 ore ay a RR ea eee ee 65.3 Packa 3 housing (rated to 30') ........ssseseceeseeses 925 .00* 

Wide lens adapter fOr 35... .seessesererseeees 89.50 .¢ New Sony UW Pak-8 marine housing \ 

Universal slave strobe for 110/38 ................ 98.00 New Helix Add-On Underwater § ackage 1C: eee V ie pore ainattony & iy) ee A ae ees Pentontty 1699.00 

s o-rings), ; ; 

Helix Aquafish 28 Adapt. f/green tube (1 f-stop) saat Ey darn cerita) | aa 529.00" _(lens adapter (rated to 150') .a...scscesees 1179.00° 
; Wide angle adapter (28mm) Package 1D: Nikonos V camera (w/battery & New Aquavision Capsule 10 housing } 

Designed for the Nikonos III, IV or V, the Aquaflash for 35mm UWN and green tube spare o-rings), 35mm {2.5 UWN, Marine Eye (rated to: 2509) oon F tthe cotieaaeescees 1539.00 


28 comes with a mounting tray, arm and 











: i ‘ni (focus 11" to infinity ) cece eeseeeeeeeeee 135.00 (28mm) adapter & Close Eye V , " 
Fee aganck Ws we a ee He pir tai Close-up wide angle adapter w/framer W/TAG Fal MeO) secret snc coeteosde coca. atedses tevletee 579.00°° Underwater Kinetics TUS 
quatias specily Nikonos (1:4) {85mm UWN and green tube .......... 82.50 Package 2A: Nikonos V camera (w/battery : , . 
een aligns slat Lae ee oe = & spare o-rings), 3ommf2.5 UWN, Aqua sh Sapa a ae Getewtor bet is a 
Short ale, i aa ¥ 14.95 Helix Land Use Framers F-Ill TTL (w/arm, tray & sync cord),dive system, and eye cap RT Tha | 1260.00 
one ace secceccanncibncceaccencescscsbecccensesecoss 3 light & equipment case (18x1 3x8") EO strob , t 82.50 
LIQHt MOUNT .....sssssesesssssssssesensesseesesenssnenesnene 19.95 Land use framer set of 3 (1:1,1:2, DURST dee ocahis: | hc RE aA as alan 2uicense 788.00°" 4g ate! Gmay pias PAE PEP AT ee 435.00 
WIDER MGIC CINUS OR stak Ro otcdnccsdesoceoseseteaueve 31.50 and 1:3) for 35mm UWN and Package 3A: Nikonos V camera (w/battery Meas se yee sesseeeeneseesatnesceteneecesserses bg 
: ; Helix extension tubes PaaS es eee 2 Or 59.00 & spare o-rings), 35mm {2.5 UWN, at ai padi is tle ahh aaaieD 
Helix Extension Tube System Surface use framer (1 :1) for Speedlight SB-103 (w/arm, tray, sync cord, D i i 16 On ven cnccacasecsncensscnccssecrcccces 420.00 
; . 35mm UWN and Helix blue tube ...........-. 25.00 diffuser, case & spare o-rings) & ome port t/ ISINIM:..c:....eee- tonne cesmteese tees , 
Basic extension tube set w/2 tubes Surface use framer (1:2) for equipment case (18x13x8") wfoam 879.00** 
and 3 framers for 35mm UWN 35mm UWN and Helix green tube 25.00 Neh apo 2 4 *Limited quantities 
(2:1, 1:1, 1:2) 86.00 Recs sore. ‘ Big at es ae ae lay ** Qualifies for NikoryPan Am Buy and Fly 
Sesimacenonbacarwetunes il aah tla i Li als & spare o-rings), 35mm {2.5 UWN, Speedlight Adventure. Purchase this product and a 
anda tea tiicits ne 2Grrim UWN 35mm UWN and Helix rec tube ............... 25.00 SB-103 (w/arm, tray, sync cord, diffuser, case round trip ticket on Pan Am and you'll get 
(1:1, 1:1.8, 1:2.75 86.00 . & spare o-rings), Helix basic extension tube 50% off on a companion ticket! 
21, 121.8, 152.75) ..essscseeseeneessssescessonsaseness 4 Helix/Kamba set & equipment case (18x13x8") 
Deluxe extension tube set . ; ; 
w/3 tubes and 4 framers for Helix Kamba housing f/ A series Canon WITOEINN <2 choco sOekehs oxen cnet eRe a bas Sy sa bracse oo 955.00 4 
5mm UWN (2:1,1:4,1:2, 1:3) scsssessssesseseee 420.00, WIWINET «..-.sseeseresereernrserseecscrererreceterenneccee 299.50* Package 4A: Nikonos V camera (w/batiery Subscribe to the 
Master extension tube set w/3 Helix/Kamba package includes Canon & spare o-rings), 35mm {2.5 UWN, = ' 
{Pacdhakeltameic.tor Paench AV-1, Canon 28mm {2.8, and winder A .... 445.00* Aquaflash 28 TTL (w/arm, tray, TTL syne Qual ity Quarte rly! 
UWN (1:1.8, 1:2.75) and 35mm Internal viewfinder f/Canon .............esceeeseceee 53.50 cord, remote sensor w/slave, diffuser Subscribe to UNDERWATER. th 
UWN (2:4.1:1, 1:2, 1:3) 154,00  Aduaflash mount flash bracket ..........c.cs0s- 29.90 (15mm) & spare o-rings), dive light, light rst rrde hicks ant ely 
Super Master extension tube set mount & equipment case (18x13x8") diver's journal. This high quality 
W/adlives"alte'? ikameketiok 26cnmn Morris Photo Do ce ale eile eR A EE ale Penge Crees 945.00** quarterly is geared towards serious 
UWN (1:1, 1:1.8, 1:2.75) and Package 4C: Nikonos V camera (w/battery divers the world over, and features a 
36mm UWN (2:1, 1:1, 1:2, 1:3) 171.00 | 198. Underwater tlashlight w/spare & spare o-rings), 35mm {2.5 UWN, Aquaflash wide range of articles and photo- 
nes es eee eg ee . halogen lamp see eececcescacccnessccerscessesecoensreserese 34.9 28TTL{(w/arm, tray, TTL sync cord, remote features. Low introductory price of 
Helix Add-On Underwater 132 Underaterlasnignt wirypion | sensor w/slave,siftugar (18mm) & spare $14 per year (4 Issues), $25 for 
Adapt. f/red tube (2/3 f-stop) Agus: il TTL UW flash warm, tray, Eye V w/tramer (1:5), dive light, light mount Seareuaeniican: cha pibl ost 
Close-up lens adapter w/framer (1:2) .......... 65.95 ANGLE CONG ess ee ets oe tareew sabe tesene es 269.50 & equipment case (18x13x8") w/foam . 1045.00** 
®) Underwater orders and information: 800/33-HELIX 
Helix Worldwide Telex #7701713 answer back: 
HELIX CGO UD FAX:312/421-1586 
Quantities limited. Prices Helix Photo/Dive Trips! 
310 South Racine Avenue Se ice manne Philippines Bonaire 
Chicago, Illinois 60607 312/421-6000 charges not included. Sis eb wabaosesle es 
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The Sea Elite Octopus 
Regulator 


The choice ina depend 
able lightweight Regula- 
tor Featuring a long % 
inch Hose and a bright 
orange color for Octopus 
Indentification 

Retail $105" 


49% 


$39™ with $400 purchase 








Super Special 10 





Front Back 


*Sea Elite Mariner B.C. 
Advanced design bouyancy compensator, two pock- 
ets, back pack pad cover, cummerbund, soft touch 
inflator system. Limited lifetime warranty. List price $330. 
If purchased from Divers Supply $180.95 
*Sea Elite SEI000 Balanced Regulator 
Sea Elite balanced regulator, rugged dependable and 
high performance. Limited lifetime warranty. List price 
AGE purchased individually from Divers Supply 
*Parkway Three Gauge Console 
Three Gauge console with 170 ft. depth gauge with 
maximum Gepin indicator. 5000 PSI pressure gauge, 
with side view compass. List price $170. If purchased 
individually from Divers Supply $109.95 

Toral package-Jacket, Console, Regulator 


ist $710.00 $ 95 
REMC ioe es igh 


es 


Sats bah 
Deluxe Conquest 


Advanced Design 
Buoyancy Compensating Jacket 
By Sea Elite Systems 


Our Best Jacket 


eTotally unrestricted arm movement 

eWrap around tank securing system inter- 
grated into B.C 

eSoft back pack (no hard plastic back pack 
against your back) 

eLarge quick releases and adjustable shoulder 
straps allows custom fitting and easy on & off 
«Padded comfort waist belt 

e2 large utility pockets with octopus capability 
eChest stabilizing strap 

eTwo large cam action adjustable tank bands 
to prevent tank slippage 

eOverpressure Gump valve 

eSoft touch auto inflator w/hose 





ePadded shoulders for added comfort 
eVelcro closures and 2 large D rings for hose 


°219” 


and equipment positioning 
Sale 


NEW 


Decompression Computer 
and depth Gauge. 


‘306° 
$369°° 
‘412% 


Free Shipping And 


Insurance With 
Orders Over $75 


TAMN. 
MARK 
STEVE 
JAY 
: kee RICHARD 

== ALLEN 
SUSIE BECKY MIKE 


Call us at 1-800-241-4739 


Use and operation of the support equipment should not be un- 
dertaken without qualified and proper instructions in their use. 
This ad does not imply the sale of the life support equipment 
through the mail 


List $395.00 


Wrist 
Console w/PSI 
Gauge 
Console w/PSIl 
& Compass 


















All our operators are certified divers 
They speak your language 
“Ask for free catalog” 


Same Low Prices in Store 


o 
° 
“og @ 
° 


Super Special 21] 





*BCJ Jacket 

Advanced design B.C., two pockets, auto inflator, cummeround. 
Limited lifetime warranty. List price $310. If purchased individually 
from Divers Supply $199.95 


Beuchate Regulator & Octopus 
Value $349.50 Sale $189.90 


*Beuchat Console 
170 ft. maximum depth gauge with 5000 PSI pressure gauge. List 
prico $130. If purchased Individually from Divers Supply $84.95 


Total package-Jacket, Regulator, Console, Octopus 


°439% *Limited Quantities 


List $789.50 


Super Special Two 


og 





“Beuchat Voyager Regulator 
Balanced regulator w/2 H.P. ports and 4L.P. ports. Limited lifetime 
warranty. 3600 swival. List $250. If purchased Individually from 
Divers Supply $179.95 
*Beuchat B.C. 
New advanced design bladderless B.C. Two pockets, cummer 
bund. soft touch inflator system. Black with red and silver contrast. 
List $310. If purchased Individually from Divers Supply $199.95 
*Beuchat Console 
170 ft. max. depth gauge with 5000 PSI pressure gauge. List $130. If 
purchased individually from Divers Supply $84.95 

Total package - Jacket, Regulator console 


List $690.00 °459% . 


ALUMINUM TANK SPECIAL 


With each $40C purcnase you 
qualify to purchase one tank at 
$79.95. Customer pay shipping 


$7995 


Aluminum tanks 80, 67, 53, cubic ft 


NEW AQUALAND 
Electronic Depth Gauge/ «™ 
Chrono ee 


eSuper-accurate depth gauge 
eWater proof to 640 ff. 

eDepth Alarm 

eDepth and dive titrne recording 
eDigital stopwatch 

eLuminous hands/dall 

eOne-way Bezel, safety locks 
«Calendar, battery, safety locks 


Two-tone Valve $325.00 





£199% 
$385° 


Titanium Valve $595.00 


CALL OR VISIT... 
Information Express Line 1-912-474-6790 FROM ATLANTA 
Toll Free Order Line (Out of state only) 







15 


1-800-241-4739 


Open seven Gays a week 
Exit 2 


Located on Interstate 
(at exit 2 on I-475) 


TQ FLORIDA 


5208 Mercer University Dr. 
Macon, Georgia 31210 


circle #278 on Reader Service Card 











MACON 
Georgia 


NEVER UNDERSOLD 


Divers Supply 


Best Prices on Dacar, Sherwood, USD in store only. 













Tekna T2100BX Regulator 
Fully envronmentalized second stage regulator. Tolally balanced 
first stage with two Nigh pressure ports and four low prossuro ports. 
Limited lifetime warranty. List price $279.95. 

Tekna 12870 Console 

This remarkable console has everything! 5000 PSI pressure gauge, 
240 fect maximum depth gauge. altitude componsator, cobalt 
compass, aulomatic digital dive timer and knife. List $299.95. 


Sea Elite Systems Mariner BC 

Advanced design Bouyancy Compensator. Two pockets, back 
pack pod cover, cummbearbund, soft touch Inflator, limilod 
lifclime warranty. One of our best bouyancy jackets. List $330.00. If 
purchased individually from Divers Supply $189.95. 


Dive Bag 
A camoaote dive pag assembly to safoly and comfortably store 
and carry your divo gcar. 


Tank 
80 Alumninum Tank with K valve. 


Total Package - Jacket, Regulator, Console 


719% 


Super 
Special 
Three 


List $1234.90 








*Parkway Ocen Jacket Il 
Advanced design B.C., two pockets, soft touch inflator system 
cummerbund. Available: Black/Silver /Red, Navy/Royal/Silver. | is! 
$330. If purchased individually from Divers Supply $209.95 
*SE2000 Balanced Regulator 
Sea [lite fully balanced reguialor. Rugged. depondable and high 
performance. limiled lliclime warranty. List price $250. If 
purchased individually from Divers Supply $129.95 
"Parkway Console 
Two gauge console with 170 ft. depth gauge with maximum 
depth indicat or needle. 5000 PSI pressure gauge. List price $130. If 
purchased individually from Divers Supply $649.95 

Total package - Jacket, Regulator Console 


list $710.00 “*399% 


SILICONE SPECIAL 
SEA ELITE 


eSea Elite single lens mask, 
blue, yellow, clear, red. 
SEA ELITE 
*Sea Elite contoured snorkel with 
purge; blue, yellow, clear, rose. 
BEUCHAT 
«Beuchat open heel fin; contact fin 
comes in black, blue, pink. 

























LYCRA 
BODY SUIT 


Assorted Colors 


$3995 







*Adventure Jacket Figs 
Sea Elite advanced design, two pockets, soft touch 
auto inflator, cummerbund, lifetime warranty. List price 
$275.50. 
*SE1000 Balanced Regulator 
Sea Elite fully balanced regulator, rugged dependable 
and high performance. Limited lifetime warranty. List 
price $210.00 
*Parkway Console 
Two guage console with 170 ft. depth gauge with maxi- 
mum depth indicator needle. 5000 PSI pressure gauge. 
List price $130.00 

Total Merten ath gisiat Console, Regulator 


List $615.5 
"299" 
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119 West 17th St. 
(Bet. 6th & 7th Ave.) 
New York, N.Y. 10011 


NIKONOS 


ey el 





DAILY 9-6 FRI. 9-1 CLOSED SAT. 
OPEN SUN. 10:00 A.M.-4:00 P.M. 


(212) 807-7474 


SEAcSEA 


Motor Marine 35E ............. 189.95 
Close-up. ...39.95 Macro lens . . 59.95 
WA 24mm .159.95 Viewfinder . . 69.95 





Continental U.S. & Canada 
To Order - Call Toll Free 


800-221-5662 


NEED-IT-IN-A-HURRY! 
CALL B&H SPECIAL SERVICE 
(EXTRA CHARGE) 


OVERNIGHT EXPRESS 








ikelite 


Camera Housings 
For most SLR’s w/Super eye..... 275.00 














VIDEO COURSE 
(Continued from Page 58) 


ray sequence, Mike (who had bait) and 
the ray swam behind a large coral head 
and disappeared. The coral head was 
adorned with hundreds of small yellow 
fish. Jim panned with Mike and the ray as 
they approached the coral head, then 
slowly stopped the pan with the camera 


























YS 20 .....115.00 YS SOA... 339.00 For most SLR's wio Super eye . .. 289.00 aimed steadily at the fish on the coral 
RSLAISIMBSS.. 31). ©. 
is gi ee epee: ‘alae ta aces ces a he head. He held the camera on the fish for 
animex Ampnidian stem ; 
S5igiMMAPONTOE es ee 179.95 Camera Packages several seconds so the editor could end 
Handle Flash for 110 or 35mm _...119.95 SLR-AF Dome Kit.............. 359.00 : 
; WRC OMT@O sidiett. Whoo soc ache 159.95  SLR-AFStrobeKit............. 519.00 the scene at any time. 
Free Lycra Skin Body Suit Macro Lens .59.00 Close-up....39.95 SLRDomeKit................ 359.00 
w/purchase of Nikonos V Fujica a Hata 169-9 SUR StrmbarKit. 2) fs. ha ota 479.00 
sa Accessory Kit for HD-M.......... : SLR MD-36 Dome Kit .......... 399.00 
HAL: 1 eet 475.00 Canon Aqua Snappy Basic Kit .... 134.95 SLR MD-36 Strobe Kit... 519.00 
Original Nikonos Case ........... 29.95 NEW: Weathermatic Dual... . 169.95 , 
15/2.8 w/DF-11 Finder......... 1279.00 Sekonic L164B Meter 124.95 Flashes 
208.5 <t 460.00. 28/2. 8 LW 150B6 ee te ee 4038.7 Substrobe S............ 104.00 
283.5 UW ....239.95 80/4 UW... . 239.95 PELICAN” 4040 Substrobe M............. 105.00 | | i oY /. 
SB-102 outfit w/case........... 685.00 = Pelican 1400, 12x9x5 ........... 45.50  4040.5Substrobe MS.......... 124.00 
SB-103 outfit w/case........... 349.00 = Pelican 1500, 17x11x6 .......... 65.95 4042 Substrobe MV............ 136.00 
Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o case ... 155.00 — Pelican 1600, 22x17x8.......... 104.95 4048 Substrobe 100 ........... 299.00 
DF-10 Optical Finder ............ 69.95 = Pelican 1700, 50x11x6.......... 109.95 4049 Substrobe 150D.......... 339.00 
DE-12 OpticaliFinder®.0.) 0.0.80. 124.95 4050 Substrobe 150 nicad....... 419.00 
pay peat pa ea By DN ee — 4056 Substrobe 225 nicad....... 475.00 
-oUmMmM Finder ............... : 
Double TTL Sync Cord #10204... 104.95 Fon TL FUJICHROME Strobe Packages 
Double Bracket Set #10201... ... 214.95 } Professional 3949.48 100 Alkaline Kit........ 399.00 
Extension Arm Set #10203...... 104.95 Authorized U.S.A. Stock House Dealer} 9949.49 150D Alkaline Kit... .... 439.00 . 
Sensor Holder #10202 .......... 47.95 3949.52 150 Nicad Kit Se ae ee 519.00 sore 
On Land TTL Sync Cord #10205. . . 64.95 3 . , 3949.56 225 Nicad Kit.......... 575.00 : oe seca i 
kelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 cy 19.95 Fujichrome Color Slide Film video Holiginge 
ite ext. t t MOS +e): t w/o ——-w/proc : rf 
- eg ; om ihe. np 7 RF-36 exp........ 50 3.89 6.55  Formostcameras’s............, 549.00 Cathy Church lies on her back, holding her 
17/3.5 wie 439.00 20/3.5 w/c 299.00 RD-36exp...... 100 4.25 6.85 Strobe Packages for Nikonos breath so as not to disturb the arrowcrab. 
aamecensti. el 479.95 RH-36 exp... 400 6.69 9.29 3042.35 Substrobe MS Kit Bey. 1 84.00 ? 2 
SWL-16 Conversion Lens........ 199.00 ide Fi -42 Substrobe It... 2... 
35mm Ext. Tube (spec 1, 2, or 3) ea. 64.95 yay ee yl ge Rane 7.59 3949.42 Substrobe MV Kit... ... . 288.00 Because we had about 20 minutes of 
SOU PTO ah ee ee ee 399.00 KR 135-36 64 4.60 759 3945.48 Substrobe 100 Alkaline . . 465.00 tear + : 
Ve (Or TIGMt... cate 499.00 EN 135.36 100 4.59 7'65 Sa ie ea Bee ie ane 00 middle’ to edit, the MS and CU shots 
1) RYE a Se Va 489.00 ; icad Kit.......... : ; 
ET 135-36 he BeE + cee. 8845.96. 205 Weak. eit 659.00 weren't repeated. However, we shot the 
ewa-marine EL-135-36 400 6.79 9.85 Watches & Compass beginning and ending scenes three times 


Boe Coe IL Woon o< anetan each because this was important to es- 





Price includes camera adapter rings PKM-135 poder epee an 8.45 can eee etch Gold ..... eet 
-135- i ee 

U-F Camera and Winder.......... 79.95  KPA-135-36 40 6.25 9.30 600 Fro-S Gompass Wrist nae fey 41,95 tablish and resolve the action. 
UF-X Camera w/small Zoom & PKR-135-36 64 5.35 8.40 i ite 

Shoe Flash............ Le a AS 94.95 PKL-135-36 200 6.89 9.95 R Dive Lights 
U-FXP Camera, strobe & winder .. . 84.95 EPY 135-36 50 5.65 8.70 Mini ‘C’-Light Halogen (spec. color) . . 23.95 
U-FPN Camera w/large motor & EPR 135-36 64 5.65 8.70 RU COM Go 9 eed. ope ay 52.00 SUMMARY 

Lens (72 mm) diameter......... 94.95 EPN 135-36 100 6.25 9.30 C light “Hdlegen. ..... 2... cals 39.95 
U-FGM Camera W/Tall Strobe ..... 94.95 EPT 135-36 160 6.89 9.95 Modular H Light (spec,color)...... 52.00 
eee at peas : winder... . ee EPD 135-36 200 ee 9.95 Wer 2 ae Lite (nicad needs sta *D | 

- amera w/long Zoom ...... 4 FES-135-36 1600 15 pee Char@ery Sk ae oh Aa : ; 
U-AFM f/auto focus cameras ...... 39.95 Modular Video-Lite (nicad needs ‘ ‘ =e be meEXe structured story line that 
U-AL Disc & Compact Cameras... {29.95 e: SaDak PROCESSING MAILERS be ostge” rere 199.95 is within your capabilities. If in doubt, 
Housing f/video cameras ........ : 5 Gee ee NEIEOO~. oh cela , our charger for above nica j j : : 
miieiehatd Wr sted ASS5 ADP ASIR) SD DE S6GRINI P50: i, lites... .v....0cet0.0 34.95 simplify. Making a storyboard will help. 


* Define roles and responsibilities if 
several people are involved with your U/ 
W video movie. 

* Learn the dive schedule and make a 
daily list of the sites and the features of 
each site. 

* Give camerapersons and actors/ 
models specific instructions. Rehearse 
by walking through scenes on deck. 

* Don’t go underwater without a shot 
list—otherwise someone will forget what 
to do. 

* Shoot important scenes several 
times—especially beginnings and end- 
ings of sequences. 

* Remember the incidental shots for 
cut-ins and cut-aways. 






ORDERING, PAYING AND SHIPPING INFORMATION 


Phone orders accepted. When ordering by mail, please print clearly, name, address and phone number (without phone # order 
may be delayed). Certified check, money order or personal check (with name and check number imprinted) accepted. 
MasterCard, Visa and Discover users give card number and expiration date. N.Y. residents add sales tax. Minimum shipping for 
U.S.A. (except AK & HI) $5.50 up to 3 Ibs. Add 50¢ for each additional Ib. Insurance add 40¢ per $100. Shipping rates are via 
U.P.S. ground. All items covered by U.S. or international warranty. Prices subject to suppliers pricing. 14 Day return policy less 
shipping. Must be in mint condition, unfilled warranty cards, original packing. Must call for return authorization. Not responsible 
for typographical errors. 


Please note: We have no additional surcharges. 
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SUBSCRIBER SERVICE 


MOVING? 
Don’t miss a single issue of SKIN DIVER. Let us know your new address right away. 
OLD ADDRESS NEW ADDRESS 


(Be sure to write your old address exactly as it 
appears on the front cover of this magazine.) 


Name Name 
PCF OSS a a 
Oty ae oe el Bates. Zip City 
QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? 
When you write, be sure to write your address exactly as it appears on the front cover of this magazine. 
TO SUBSCRIBE OR EXTEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
Check the appropriate boxes below: 
1 New subscription. Please allow 4-8 weeks for 
your first copy to be mailed. 
O Renewal subscription. Write your address 


in the OLD ADDRESS section above, exactly 
as it appears on the front cover of this magazine. OBéill me. 


Mail to: SKIN DIVER 6725 Sunset Bivd., P.O. Box 3295, Los Angeles, CA 90078 





REMEMBER THE INCIDENTALS 

Shoot some CU shots of the different 
actor's faces looking left and right and up 
and down. The editor can use these inci- 
dental shots as cut-ins to edit into long 
scenes. Also, take some shots of bubbles 
rising or fish peering around seafans. 
These can be used as cut-aways to add 
variety. Remember: The greater the varie- 
ty of shots the editor has to work with, the 
more interesting the finished video. >. 


State ___ Zip 


0 1-year (12 issues) $19.94. This rate limited to 
the U.S.A. and its Possessions. 
O Payment enclosed or 
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Don’t Buy Any Diving Equipment, Wetsuit, Drysuit, 
Cafe BY-} (-Tos fo) me] meCTol(oM "i lallare mel lli olaat-Jali 
bekie BEFORE YOU CHECK OUR PRICES! 


ie UP to 50% OFF 


- LIST PRICES - 


MOST MAJOR BRANDS — ALLBRAND NEW — FULL FACTORY WARRANTY 


ALUMINUM TANKS =1ULeh #N lon More] i da hy ge) st 
List Our Price 















List Our Price ECON@ RMS Gone) hea. (reat dus 8290.00 °159.95 

80, 65, or 50 cu. ft. with Deluxe K-Valve ............ §499.00 899.95 PARKWAY ECONOMY ADB.C.......... $250,00" |, “169°95 
100 cu. ft. with Deluxe K-Valve................... 8269.95 %4149.95 SEA SY SIENVIs MIRIDENT GY ott (Eales 8299.95 °209.95 
Purchase complete system & add tankfor ......... 879.95 PARKWAY OCEAN JACKETIIl 0.0.0.0... 9924.00 19°237 50 
me ure WT PAS UE ae ea 8495.00 149.95 SEATEC ORIGINAL MANTA ............ $385.00 %288.00 
SME CTPA TID oe lt LSA sho An el) cee Os mes 8225.00 °169.95 SEATEC ECONOMY MANTA ........... 8286.00 °189.95 
PROZSUB CONCEPT: Vii: us Signs tie, Saree "a26.00° |. °282/50 





All BC's from Tabata, Seatec, Sea Systems, Parkway, Zeagle, Beuchat, 


Mares, Scuba-Pro, Dacor, Sherwood, and most other brands on sale. 
a1 C10) We] ot 


List Our Price 








: List Our Price 
TABATA Th-200 (balanced) .......... oe $495.00 ECONOMY - Best Buy in USA $240.00 109.95 
: ; ao ee 606 «ECONOMY - Best Buyin USA ws, 
“TABATA TR-400 (balanced) .......... 240.00 °179.95 (name brand Farmer John, %” Nylon Il, all sizes, 
NEMROD PRO 300 ADJUSTABLE ....... 8289.95 420.00 men’s & women’s) 4 
(balanced) MARINER 5325100 .. °469.95 
Drath ts vei (CORR I GS Paar °239.95  *100.00 (Dlush-lined, Nylon Il, super stretch, knee pads, 
_ (balanced) nylon zipper, lycra edges) 
PEIRCE BETA. sc ctithes ? Fabnad aes ale ae $200.00 $85.00 TSN S igh ee Meee ry a 50% Off List Prices 
Share ee ie eia oca pa! oe eee (Close out on 1986 models, List °300 to $500 
WOGIEIC SAH) 0 hte! te 2 eels eae most sizes & colors, men’s & women’s, limited supply) 
fe ee a BEUCHAT ........ beets eek WETSKINS - all sizes & colors......... 559.95 $39.95 : 
eae CA albeit), Om Milngiae uy gt All Harvey's, Parkway, Imperial, Go Sports, Fathom, Henderson, 
All regulators from Tabata, Parkway, Beuchat, Sherwood, Mariner, SAS and most other brands at least 25% off list. 
Dacor, Pro-Sub, and most major brands on sale Gloves, Booties & Hoods always on sale. 


“Lifetime Warranty on these models 


DRYSUITS — Most Brands 25% Off List 
List Our Price 


INSTRUMENTS & GAUGES PARKWAY THERMOPTR@s.4).0!lr. co. y ehgucunbst hack pabme le aa tit $750.00 °550.00 
WATCHES Lag 





List Our Price 
BEUCHAT COMBO w/MDI (Black, Yellow, Blue)... .°424.95 589.95 
TABATA CONSOLE SCA 40 DX - 4 guage/slate ....5240.00 ‘°158.00 





List Our Price 





TUSA LIBERATOR SCA50DX - 4 guage wiknife. .. 8332.00 °249.00 HEUER. 6 ee 25% Off All Models ‘av 
SIERRA SCUBA CONSOLE w/MDI & Temp Gauge . .°149.95 — °95.00 HEUER BLACK CORAL). Git. peu bie 8445.00 299.95 es 
BEUCHAT GUIDE DECOMPRESSION COMPUTER .. .°450.00 °299.95 HEUERFORMULAT. ee °145.00  *108.00 po RE 
(lifetime warranty) AQUALAND STAINLESS SDAA IS ce (rae cn, RRA BON ce “a 5325 00 : 4 99.95 i Roe > 
BEUCHAT GUIDE DECOMPRESSION COMPUTER .. .°599.00 °409.95 PAL EINO WOT CINE |. Belvel stl.) ed ok °350.00 °249.95 is ae 
wipressure gauge & Compass compass on console AQUALAND TITANIUM... eee °625.00  *°425.00 Niger oe 
(lifetime warranty) CASIO NAUTILUS with depth 10 [@ UO ore a a ae een) ere ee 846.95 = 3 
TEENA BOTION TIMER (co eh Ga Af Gen 875.00 554.95 TABATA TITANIUM DIVER’S WATCH... 2.2.2... °560.00 420.00 ws 
TEKNA COMBO wicompass, dive timer & knife .. .$299.95 224.95 (most other brands available) baa. 
TEKNA DIGITEK 14 FUNCTION AUTO DIVE ........ SAZ495.« *319.95 ’ 
COMPUTER 
TEKNA COMPUTX 45 FUNCTION AUTO UNDERWATER METAL DETECTORS 
PEGOMPRESSION tht yea 5524.95 5389.95 ent? Oudenae 
BOSE DIVING CAOMIPUTERS Glades oie ke 5599.95  °495.00 PORWR iro feet i peed lal $699.95 5539.95 
(call for prices on all other guages) JV, FRSHIE, PULSES nls fis cll os remo dat "800,00. *722:00 
(SARRETLALQUO PULSE... 8 Ol 8799.95 °639.95 
MUTI B Rees EET et RSS ee eae Det 5499.95 $399.95 @ 
MAGNETOMETER PROTON-2.............. 54,350 $3,980 MG ry 





UNDERWATER CAMERAS. LIGHTS (all other models available 


, Qe 
oS wie UNDERWATER GOLD MINING EQUIP. 


CANNON, IKELITE, TEKNA, NIKON, AQUA-VIDEO, SONY 
and most other name brands — up to 25% OFF GOLD DREDGES — All Brands in Stock up to 20% OFF LIST 









PHONE ORDERS ONLY - CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-843-1229 or 1-800-527-9361 


FOR INFORMATION, PRICE QUOTES OR CATALOGS, CALL (808) 871-7150 
ALL OF OUR SALES PEOPLE ARE CERTIFIED DIVERS, COMMERCIAL DIVERS, OR INSTRUCTORS! 


__NEW = FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS \@lSGhttetl 


Pacific Divers Supply 


RI N\rolanlelivom)ic-1-) Mm Colne elma lolli mmaloh. (oll .o¥ sya €-1O1-) Ya a foe) 


LS [@) sled Sa -{-To [Ul lo} (ole meolsvemyoillolom (ola cmyel(oMeolslim(omer-liili(-.omelhs-1e mola iielol-lalrmenelic-Jalii a-Jalcelii-tem lame Mieil|eleMedlel is 
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SUN. 9:30-6 ¢ =. 

















accompanied by manutacturer’s 
Prices effective till March 3. 1968. 


NLDLIMITS 








World's First Diver’s Watch 
with an electronic Depth Meter 


PHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED DAY OR NIGHT 
MON-THURS. TILL 9:30 PM EDT, FRI. 9-2 
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DIVING DATA 

AT A GLANCE 

¢ Depth Sensor to 260 feet 
¢ Dive Time Reading 

¢ Dive Time Memory 

¢ Maximum Depth Memory 
¢ ProgrammableDepthAlarm Our Price $199.95 


Visa & Mastercard Orders 


calf.” 1-800-345-6145, Ext. 35 


Calif. 1-800-334-8482, Ext. 35 


or send check or money order plus $3.00 shipping per 
watch (Calif. Res. add 612% tax) to: 





TOLL FREE OUT OF STATE 


800-223-2500 


HAWAII & ALASKA 
800-232-7662 












‘EW YORK. Ny. 10011 e (212) 741-0052 | 
UNDERWATER UNDERWATER Aqua Vision 1% i 
ahem name icles quatica 3f/Canon F1 New 
NIKONOS V CAMERAS or Nikon F3 1099.95 ine ite 
Ports and Gears a 
aL, i ). — Sony Handycam w/Play Back Includes: Disc Camera w/Hous- 
Frases ADORAMA 110 Gamera Unit, Sony Case & Accs ing, Water Correction Lens & 
f N\ w/UW Housing 49.95 w/Capsule 10 1569.95 Sports Finder, Substrobe S, Disc 
= \ — CanonAS6 Underwater 134.95 AQUAVIDEOUW Cee se poe poe A fone 
\ CanonAS6wiAccsKit 174.95 {/SonyCCD-V3 waler LSC Alt Ont rs e 
Reese ame, NEW VivitarTrek50 = 129.95 w/HRLensPack 899.95 or Only 219.95 
_ he Sass 149.95 For Other Units Call CAMERMe aloe 
FREE NIKON UW PHOTOGRAPHY TECH Minolta Weathermatic SEA & SEACL50 Video Light 
ISG Ck glaige area af Sy be wiCharge(30Min) 439.95 UK Osea tiiea Gere as 59.95 
. ujinon : Waterproof, f/MostSLRsw/SupEye 269.95 
AN he Ea nee Ponsa HANIMEX PELICAN Unbreakable f/MostSLRsw/oSupEye 229.95 
NIKONOS BODY - CALL FOR DETAILS Hanimex Amphib 35mm 169.95 #900 Guard Box , 13.95 f/Maxxum Cameras 264.95 
Action Touch /UWSnorkling  AmohibFlash({10or35mm) 97.98 #1400 43.95 f/NikonN2000/N2020 264.95 
and Above Water 188.95 "#1500 64.95 VIDEOHOUSINGS 
15/2.8UW 1069. 28/2.8LW 163.95 SEAcCSEA #1600 96.95 Re 
20/28UW Call 35/2.5UW 107.95 : #1700 104.95 
28/3.5 229.95 80/4UW 236.95 Motor Marine 35 Call 
28mm UW Finder 15.95 Motor Marine 35 EWA-MARINE 
35&80mmUWFinder 17.95 _W/BulkHeadConn = 229.95 aa ASTER SERIES 
DF-10 Finder Pocket Marine 110 144.95 U-F w/Winder 71.9544 
/80mm (Above Water) 64.95 WideAngLens(24mm) 150.95 |) eyBwinder&Strobe 77.95 
DF-11 209. DF-12 124.95 16mm Conv Lens 189.95 U-FX Zoom & Flash 88.95 
SB 102wicase 649,95 MacroLens 58.95 FPN Zoom, Flash, Mtr 88.95 
SB 103w/case Call Close-UpLensf/35SE 39.95 U-FGM w/Tall strobe 88.95 
TTLSyncCord(Land) 59.95 YS-20Strobe = 119.95 1) E> Megium Zoom 88.95 
PCFlashAdapt(Land) 24.95 YS-5OMSStrobeKit = 259.95 4) £71 | ongZo0m 88.95 
Coreen Tee ami ge eALtDec 20.99 fJVCGR-C7U 539.95 
mabe Call +a Arm il Flexibl 87.95 U-AFM Autofocus 36.95. fiNikon VN-800 539.95 
Dbl Bracket Setf/SB102 212.95 SeaArm il Flexible ‘99 UNDSup-8MovieCam 59.95 pave ; 
cnt 86.95 Includes strobe, photobag, tray, U-HMdFmtCameras 87.95 jisonyCCD-MBUwiWA 379.95 
Sensor Holder 46.95  ‘/ncluaes strobe, photobag, tray, Housing f/Nikon VN-810, ony ; Ww. : 
Close-Up Kitw/o case 156.95 Ha cea ee 149.95 Olympus VX801 802 154.95 Cae oe ictee fata atte sahtge 
Close-UpSupportArm 33.95 ViBulkHead 184,95 HousingtiPanasonPV300,_ = ywvvideoFisheyeLens 109.95 
Lens Hood &FilterHolder 6.95 Wo>Ulkriea “39 110, Oly VX403 154.95 ce ad ee ae 
CC 30R Filter 1895 UNDERWATERACCS pousingt/Sony CCD-V5, Sie dela nee bigs, 
ee eae oye mee lala le : ell Pro-110 164.95 Winer! OP omave rae 
ase f/Nikonos Ima oports F OUCT -39 Housing f/Sony HandyCam, 
O-Ring Set 6.95 Pelican UW Flashlight 9.95 NC ORC: ' : 109.95 eee tee 
Nikonos Handbook Pelican Swatlight 39.95 ForOther Models Call Su Strobe o wArm 9.95 
byJim&CathyChurch 19.95 SEA& SEA/NIKONOS ACCS ubstrobe M 99.95 
UW Cue Cards 13.95 17/3.5Lenswicase Call MeV Gr:T lela cucstrobe MS 113.95 
ACCS f/NIKONOS | 20/3.5wiCs Call BUS ae}e) a7 Naa a 
Sunpak Mariner32_ 209.95 16/5.6 Gonv Lens iegee 
Toshiba F-IlI TTL 269.95 24mm Convk 5 We stock a | lection of 
IkeliteExtTube Set 96.95 Optical Viewfinder 66.95 NionosBodys& Accs. 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 79.95 sig lr a 999.95 Nikonos 1 From 169.95 
YS ¥S-4 00 TL 399.95 Nikonos 2 From179.95 Substrobe MV 129.95 
YS-100 TTL Kit 529.95 Nikonos 3 From249.95 Substrobe 100 279.95 
UIFRPIO  eitibesi23 @59.95 Nikonos4 From269.95 Substrobe 150 w/Nicad 399.95 
color \s conection fiters bi ~~ We also accept your old photo- Substrobe 150D 324.95 
ph ve CORRECTIONFILTER graphic equipmentastrade-in.  Sybstrobe225w/Nicad 439.95 
peg La Sam STROBES GREENTHINGS __WATCHES & COMPASS 
58mm f/Nik 28 35.80 44.95 MCD-1 249.95 Marine Eye 28mmConv 65.95 DDL-1000 Digital Timer 89.95 
67mm f/Nikonos 20/28 79.95 MCD-3 319.95 FishEye150°Conv § 219.95 NEWDDL-2000Blk 114.95 
Cvcloos 1331/15/2 EXT. TUBESw/FRAMES WideEye95°Conv = 219.95 ProCompass(Wrist) 22.95 
CY-S#/SonyHandycam 59.95 1:1, 1:2, 1:3, 1:1% Close & Wide Set 188,95 . Pros Gempass ins) = 
f/Nik35mm Ea. 36.95 ocystem 246 249.95 DIVING LIGHTS 
(SUIBIAI I; E ig 1:1,1:2,1:3 CLOSE-UP LENSES Mini C Halogen Lite 21.95 | 
L! / C/ f/Nik 28mm Ea. 36.95 Plus2,3f/35mm 48.95 ModularHLite — 46.95 
Subawinderll:17mmNikonos  FullSet(3pcs)f/35mm 94.95 CloseEyeVf/35mm 63.95 Modular Super Lite 194.95 
ConvLensw/Finder 249.95 FullSet(3pcs)f/28mm 89.95 CloseEye5f/35mm 63.95 Other Ikelite Accs Call 
WE SHIP PROMPTLY 


or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of maior credit card or drivers license for 


No Surcharge for MasterCharge 

reference. Shipping, handline and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject 
to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with Adorama’s own exclusive warranty. Copies are available upon written request, may not include English instruction. Products are parallel imports which are not 
warranty and not eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer 

N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax. 


unless mig. or dist. warranty included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. 


NEW CITIZEN AQUALAND 


TITANIUM 


Reg. Price $625.00 
Our Price $425.95 
TWO TONE 
Reg. Price $350.00 
Our Price $249.95 
STAINLESS 
Reg. Price $325.00 





a a 


«x 


TIME WILL TELL 


2531 Sawtelle Bivd., Suite 76, Los Angeles, CA 90064 














MCKENNEY VIDEO 
COURSES 





Last September the Jack McKenney 
Underwater Video Course was launched 
at the Norine Rouse Scuba club in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. Ten students took 
the five day course, which covered 
equipment, videography and lighting 
techniques, story development, story- 
boarding, logging and editing, plus other 
important elements of pre-production, 
production and post-production. 

This year McKenney has refined and 
upgraded his Florida course, as well as 
adding a one day seminar in Chicago and 
video adventure courses to Palau and 
New Guinea. 

McKenney, whose credits include 
working for Captain Cousteau as a cam- 
eraman in the Falkland Islands shooting 
Waters of the Wind; saturation diving as 
the lead cameraman for the late Peter 
Gimbel’s Andrea Doria film; and produc- 
ing more than 20 of his own films, has ac- 
quired a wealth of production experience 
during his 35 year career. He taught one 
of the first underwater photography 
courses back in the early ‘70s when he 
was editor of SKIN DIVER Magazine. 

The first McKenney Florida course will 
be conducted at the Norine Rouse Scuba 
Club May 2-7. The cost will include div- 
ing, tanks and weights, but will not in- 
clude travel or accommodations, which 
can be arranged through the Norine 
Rouse Scuba Club. Students must have 
their own video camera/recorders and 
underwater housings, but a few Hyper- 
tech video systems will be available for 
rent. The class is limited to ten people. 

For more information contact Norine 
Rouse Scuba Club, 4708 North Dixie 
Highway, West Palm Beach, FL 33407; 
(305) 844-2466. 

On Sunday, March 27, McKenney will 
conduct a one day seminar at Visions of 
the Sea ‘88, at the Oak Brook Regency 
in Oak Brook, IL. Tickets are available at 
Underseas Scuba Center, 611 North Ad- 
dison Road, Villa Park, IL 60181; (312) 
833-8383. 

Ten day video trips will be conducted 
to Palau in June and New Guinea in No- 
vember. For more information on these, 
contact Poseidon Ventures Tours, 359 
san Miguel Drive, Newport Beach, CA 
92660; (714) 644-5344. >it. 











Why Are We Giving Away 
Famous Nationally Advertised 
CYCLONE 600™ Commando Knives 
for only $10? 


Sin original commando warfare design—now available to hunters, fishermen, divers and 
outdoorsmen who seek the ultimate survival knife.Thousands already sold! 


















































8% inches long and r-r-r-r-r-r-r-razor sharp! 


This is a big knife. Each CYCLONE 600™ is a whopping 8 inches long—yet so perfectly 
balanced it cuts and thrusts like an extension of your own hand. Heft this beauty just 
once; you'll never want to put it down. 


Each CYCLONE 600 double- -edged blade is entirely crafted from a single seamless 
shaft of 420 molecular stainless steel™! Thick as a silver dollar at the spine, it’s tough 
enough to split wood or shatter bone. Serrations at blade base give extra 
cutting power. 


CYCLONE 600’s unique finger holes give you a grip of iron even with wet 
and greasy hands. From cleaning a fish...to dressing a deer...to fighting off 
sharks...to hacking down a small tree. 


Instant “quick-release” mechanism built into sheath 


Click, click —that quick! Thumb button on sheath instantly 
quick-releases blade into palm of hand. Blade resheaths itself— 
and locks—automatically. Special speed straps (included) fasten \ 
sheath to arm, leg or boot for hands-free operation. ; 


These CYCLONE 600 Commando Knives will not be sold at 
this or any other price by the company in any store. There is 
a limit of two (2) per address at this price, but if your 
request is mailed early enough (before May 17) you 
may order up to five. Every knife is covered by the com- 
pany’s full one-year money-back guarantee. 


To order, mail this original printed announce- 
ment (no copies or photostats) together with .@@ 
your name and address and $10 for a 
each knife. Add only $2 shipping per 
knife ordered. (New York residents 
add sales tax.) Allow up to 6-8 weeks 
for shipment. Make check pay- | - 

able to RBM Ltd. Mail to: RBM, |. - , QUICK-RELEASE 
CYCLONE 600 Knife, : = =—hUOW OY 7 wer 

Dept. 135-104, Box 1710, , , d  - SPEED SHEATH 
Hicksville, New York 
11855. (R44770) 









~  Thumbcontrolled, 

Quick-Release Sheath 
straps to arm, leg or 
boot. Click, click—that 
quick! Simply press thumb 
button to activate. 









NO CANADIAN 
ORDERS ACCEPTED. 







©1988 RBM Ltd., 1200 Shames Drive, Westbury, NY 11590 





Free “Trigger Blade” Sportsman’s Knife 
if you order your CYCLONE 600 Knife | F 
before May 27. “pocket size when you 


Razor sharp blade of fine stainless Jf j . press the trigger. Respond before 


/ May 17—and it’s yours to keep— 
steel locks open automatically, , ) 
can’t close by accident. Over half- / FREE—even if you return your CYCLONE 


a-foot long when open; folds to 600 Knife for a refund. 
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3 th ANNIVERSARY 
— 7 oe 


CENTRAL SKINDIVERS is a full time, full line Pro Shop. 
For 35 years we have tested new products and helped 
design many items used today. We know every diving item 
made. 

CENTRAL has the newest and best items from throughout 
the world at the lowest possible prices. CENTRAL has 
thousands of items not shown in this ad. Just call for 
YOUR DISCOUNT PRICE!!! 

Nobody ships quicker or sells for less. Ifit's a “Package” 
or an individual item, CENTRAL guarantees to beat any 
advertised price. Whip out your credit card and call 
CENTRAL now! 


(718) 739-5772 


DELUXE CONSOLES 


PRESSURE/MAX-DEPTH DOUBLE COME $ 69 
PRESSURE/MAX-DEPTH/COMPASS TRIPLE $ 99 
DELUXE PRESSURE/MAX-DEPTH/COMPASS TRIPLE $139 
PRESSURE GAUGE W/HOSE $ 49 
OIL FILLED DEPTH GAUGE $ 35 
FAMOUS MAKE CONSOLE W/PRESSURE GAUGE, 
MAX DEPTH, COMPASS & DIGITAL BOTTOM TIMER 1 § 


Central pays shipping 


PRESSURE AND DEPTH GAUGES FROM US DIVERS. 
DACOR, OCEANIC AND TEKNA ALWAYS ON SALE. 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 


Guaranteed lowest prices on digital gauges 
from Tekna, Dacor, Orca, Beauchat, Sherwood, 
Oceanic, U.S. Divers, etc. 





FAMOUS 
BRAND 


REGULATORS 


SUPER DELUXE (List $300) "1 $199 
DELUXE BALANCED PISTON (List $270) $159 
FLOATING SEAT PISTON (List $220) $149 
SUPER PISTON (List $180) $109 
OCTOPUS (LONG HOSE) (List $90) $ 49 
Central pays shipping 

REGULATORS FROM US DIVERS. DACOR, SHERWOOD, 
TEKNA, TABATA. ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE. 


PACKAGE DEALS FROM $299 
CENTRAL sells all famous brands. We guarantee 
to beat any package deal. Call for your super 
discount price on any package you want. 


| STABILIZING JACKETS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, 
Low Pressure Inflator & Hose. 
Quick Dump, ‘Travel” Kam Pack ae 
PRO A.D.J. STYLE (S, M, L or XL) $199 aes 
MANTA STYLE (S,M, Lor XL) $249 
SEAJACKET VI (M, L, or XL) $169 
CUMMERBUND JACKETS (M or L)$149 
Central pays shipping 

B.C’s AND STAB JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD. 
US DIVERS, DACOR. SEATEC, PARKWAY 
TABATA. ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE. 


CUMMERBUND 
PRO A.D.J. 


WATCHES 

CITIZEN AQUALAND ON SALE oS we 
SEIKO AUTOMATIC DATE <a $169 
CHRONOSPORT AUTOMATIC DATE Ame $149 
CHRONOSPORT GOLD QUARTZ 4% $350 
CHRONOSPORT U.DJ. STRAP : $339 


ALL HEUER MODELS AVAILABLE FROM STOCK 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 


Central pays shipping 
ALL OTHER BRAND WATCHES ALWAYS ON SALE 


ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. K VALVE TANK CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. K VALVE TANK $159 
1/4” FARMER NYLON 2 SUPERSTRETCH $129 
1/4” FARMER STEP-IN SUPERPLUSH $199 
1/4” NYLON 2 JACKET & PANT SUIT $ 80 
1/8” DELUXE NYLON 2 SHORTY SUIT $ 69 
XS-S-M CLOSEOUT SUITS $30 to $50 


(& Central Skindivers 


(718) 739-5772 
160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 


Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 
Use and operation of life support equipment should not be undertaken 
without qualified and proper instructions in their use This ad does 
not imply the sale of life support equipment through the mail 
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WRECK FACTS 
(Continued from Page 30) 


According to the bill, the Maryland His- 
torical Trust will consist of 15 trustees 
who will have power to rule over sub- 
merged sites. The trust will act as arbiter 
of the division of anything recovered from 
a wreck. You cannot touch or remove 
anything from a ‘historical’ site without 
a permit, for which a fee will be charged. 
There are eight restrictions for issuing 
permits, including a performance bond. 

The trust can issue summons for arr- 
ests, confiscate objects removed from 
the bottom as well as the divers’ vessel, 
equipment and supplies, which automati- 
cally become property of the trust! Viola- 
tors convicted of removing submerged 
property will be subject to a $1,000 fine 
or 30 days in jail! Penalties for violating 
a permit will be a $10,000 fine or one 
year in jail! 

Clubs, charter boat owners and every- 
body interested in continuing to dive 
wrecks in Maryland waters should organ- 
ize immediately (if you haven't done so 
already). Also, write and call your Mary- 
land state legislators. If this bill goes 
through, you can forget about retrieving 
anything from wrecks in Maryland wa- 
ters, regardless of the age of the vessel. 

For a copy of the draft of Proposed 
Legislation for the Protection of Underwa- 
ter Archaeological Resources in Mary- 
iand Waters, write to Richard Hughes, 
Maryland Historical Trust, 1517 Ritchie 
Highway, Suite L1, Arnold, MD 21012 or 
call (301) 757-9000. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Great Lakes divers might be interested 
in anew publication, Lake Superior News 
Letter, by James R. Marshall. Published 
quarterly, it is an additional publication of 
Lake Superior Magazine. Its purpose is to 
disseminate current and historical data 
relating to shipwrecks, archaeology, his- 
tory, diving and human interest, all in 
more detail than is possible in the regular 
magazine. The first newsletter recounted 
the mystery of the steamer Benjamin No- 
ble, missing since 1914 and searched for 
throughout the years. A reward of $1,000 
was offered for the discovery of this mys- 
tery ship lost in one of the wildest spring 
gales ever to hit the lake. For a sample 
copy and more information on Marshall's 
newsletter, write to Lake Superior News- 
letter, 100 Waterfront Plaza, 325 Lake 
Avenue South, Duluth, MN 55802. 

Whatever happened to Burt Webber, 
the famous salvor who discovered the 
treasure laden Spanish galleon, Concep- 
tion? |f you find out, let me know. Mean- 
while, I’ve found another Bert Webber, 
one whose book you might be interested 
in reading. Silent Siege—Japanese At- 
tacks Against North America in World 
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War Il, is a 400 page paperback with 
more than 350 black and white photos. 
Webber assures readers there Is no evi- 
dence of Japanese wrecks off the coasts 
of Oregon, Washington or California. Si- 
lent Siege depicts everything about Japa- 
nese naval activity off the West Coast, in- 
cluding a chapter, Aleutian Headache, 
that describes Japanese sources of infor- 
mation and the strategic importance of 
the Aleutian Islands during the war. For 
further details, including price and post- 
age, contact Bert Webber, P.O. Box 11, 
Medford, OR 97501. 

Safe diving to all. Be sure to include a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope when 
writing to Ellsworth Boyd, 1120 Bernoudy 
Rd., White Hall, MD 21161. rae 


AGA MASK/NAVY TESTS 
The Navy Experimental Diving Unit Re- 


port, No. 8-87, an Evaluation of Commer- 
cially Available Open Circuit Scuba Reg- 
ulators, recently concluded that the AGA 
full facemask, distributed by Viking Amer- 
ica, Inc., exceeds the new U.S. Navy 
Standards for diving to 198 feet of seawa- 
ter. Only eight breathing systems out of 
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and hi-tech items watch. Add an additional $2.00 for U.PS. air delivery. | 
1 YEAR WARRANTY — 30 DAY TRIAL North Dakota residents add 51/2% tax. 

ON THE RUN offers the largest selection, fastest service, 107 Roberts St., Dept. SK-3 
1-year warranty on all watch modules and a 30-day trial. 0) “ee r= P.O. Box 67, Fargo, ND 58107 
We’re North America’s largest sportswatch dealer. 4 An Telephone (701) 232-9400 

We give you our full address and our own toll-free order center 
(not just an answering service). 





Write for a free one-year subscription to our catalog 
of timepieces and hi-tech items for better living. 
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Get ready for the diving season with these 


eee) super deals! Call (800) 621-6019 to order, or 
stop by any Berry Scuba! 


A 


Deep Discounts Deep Savings Deep Down, you know we're best! 


* Rubber open heel fins W/ vent 
* Rubber mask W/ double seal 
* Rubber big bore snorkel 

<« Retail $100.00 


Sale $50.00 


FARMER JOHN 


Royal Farmer John with step in 
jacket, full over edging, con- 
trasting color stripe. 1/4” thick, 
plush lined. Dark blue with pink, 
turquoise, or red stripe. 
Retail $360.00 

Open heel vented fins 

Graphite Open heel vented fins (M-XL) 

Waterlung X-3 regulator 

Pressure gauge with hose 

Poseidon Cyklon 300 regulator 

DAN First Aid Book - waterproof..........0c00008. 9.95 

4 Reale Concepcion coin 

Solid Gold 14 Karat diver 

Lanyard with slid@ lOCK .......ccccccessceeeseseeeeeeees 4.95 

Gerber BMF knife 


\\f& Tekna Xena light 
yr 


f 


V) 
D 


3 lb weight mold 
H.D. gear bag - 15 X 30” 


PACKAGE 4M SPEAR GUN SPECIALS 


oy * U.S.TECH Advanced 
as \ BCD 
, * Vanguard Pro Regulator 
* U.S.TECH Console w/ 
- depth, PSI, Temp. 
| * Vanguard Pro Octopus 
F % 80. 65, or 50 K tank 
*” * Tank boot 
* Color coordinated in 
red, pink, turquoise 
* Full Warranty 
Retail $1415.00 


OCTOPUS DOUBLE CONSOLE 


EZ, 


By U.S.TECH - Bright 
yellow cover, 36” 


hose, lightweight. 
Retail $105.00 


ale $59.95 


* U.S.TECH B-29 Jacket 

* Explorer Regulator 

* U.S.TECH Console 

* U.S.TECH Sport Octopus 

* 80. 65, or 50 K tank 

* Tank boot 

* Color coordinated in 
blue or black 

* Full Warranty 

Retail $1065.00 


Wet Suit Accessories 

Cold water hood 

Molded sole boots 

Five fingered gloves 

WEF SUIT SHAMPOO «2.2.0. .deducerdeesscccteens-s 4.95 
Wet suit hanger 

Zipper Cleaner/ube .........ccc tics 3.95 


DIVER’S WATCH 


Seiko’s DEO$95 is a diver’s auto- 
matic watch tested to 500 feet! 
Sweep second hand, day, date. 


Tropic strap. Retail $215.00 


ale $172.00 


14” long single sling 
20” long single sling 
44” long pro. two sling 
50” long pneumatic pro 
62” long three sling pro 


i 


luminescent face, depth, pressure. Color 
coded feet and PSI. 

Retail $180.00 

Sale $89.95 


PACKAGE 3M 


* Advantage™ open heel fins ~ 
W/ vent and Synthraline blade™ 
* Silicone Triview Mask W/ double seal 
* Silicone big bore snorkel 
Retail $140.00 


ale $69.95 


SHORTY SUIT j 


ik 
Pisces step in shorty, plush & 
lined 1/8” thick. Dark blue with 
colored fashion stripes. 
Retail $180.00 


Sale $97 50 


ws 
S38 


SharpEye Color Filter 

Moist-U-Aider air moisturizer 

The Nikonos Handbook - Church 

Treasure of the Atocha 

Nikonos Use Video Tape 

Four piece travel spear 

Queen Angel or Shark T-Shirt occas 8.95 
Molded sole wet suit boots W/ zipper 

Weight belt W/18 pounds 

Stainless belt slides - pair ou... eee 1.50 
Diver Flag decal - 2 1/2 X 2 3/4" oe 1.95 
Sony Video Housing 

Sony Video Light 


PACKAGE 7M . 


y 
* Sea Systems Adv. BCD // 
* Waterlung X2 Regulator ¥ 
* U.S.TECH Console 
* Waterlung Octopus 

* 80. 65, or 50 K tank 

* Tank boot 

* Full Warranty 

Retail $970.00 


SUPER GEAR BAG 


9) ~———== 8 ® Tekna’s back pack style bag is an 
sie ample 20” X 11” X 24” - 6020 CUBIC 
a INCHES! Five separate com- 
My partments - two are padded! Will fit 
at least one full set of gear. 
Retail $89.95 


ale $76.95 


These items can be sent direct to your door with just a phone call! Outside Illinois call (800) 621-6019, in Illinois (312) 763-1626. 
Ask for the direct sales department. Have your Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, or Optima card ready. By mail, 
send your order and charge card number and expiration date or cashiers check, money order or certified check (U.S.Funds) to our 
Chicago address. Remember to give your color selection and needed sizes - foot for fins, and height, weight, chest and waist for 
packages and wet suits. Remember that only certified divers should use SCUBA equipment. 


Berry Scuba Company Berry Scuba Company Berry Scuba Company 
1717 Rand Road 
Palatine, IL 60067 


6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60631 


(312) 763-1626 (312) 
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Yorktown Mall 
Lombard, IL 60148 


358-3848 (312) 495-2822 
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Berry Atlanta 
3443 Stewart Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 
(404) 766- 1186 


———— 


Call, write or use 


pe 
—————— oo oO _ 





i, 


———— 





SKIN DIVER’S 





TRAVELTIPS 


Researching A Dive Distination 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 





eo of a dive vacation usually 
Starts with the question, ‘‘Where do | 
want to go?’’ This may not be easily an- 
swered, particularly if you have never 
been on such a vacation. The magazines 
and newspapers are filled with a bewil- 
dering array of travel ads extolling the vir- 
tues of hundreds of resorts. How can you 
possibly make an intelligent choice? 

The best way to start is to research 
those destinations. that seem most ap- 
pealing. You will find dozens of vacation 
articles and reports on the pages of SKIN 
DIVER. At least 12 times a year SDM also 
publishes comprehensive special supple- 
ments on major domestic and overseas 
dive destinations such as the Bahamas, 
Caymans, Cozumel, Florida Keys, Hawaii 
and so on. 

Pick up copies of the most current 
magazines and review back issues at 
your local library, dive store or from a 
friend’s collection. SKIN DIVER publishes 
an index of all articles in the December 
issue each year. From this you can locate 
articles on those destinations that interest 
you the most. 

In many cases, these travel articles 
have been reprinted by the resort or is- 
land involved. You can obtain a copy by 





contacting the resort or tourist board. 
Another possible source is a specialty 
travel agency known to book dive trips to 
that particular resort area. This type of 
agency frequently advertises in the pages 
of SKIN DIVER. 

But, Suppose you do not have a specif- 
ic resort or island in mind? In this case 
you may be interested in knowing where 
other divers go on their dive vacations 
and how the readers of SDM rank them. 

Every two years SKIN DIVER polls its 
readers to learn where they went on their 
vacations. The 1987 Subscriber Survey 
indicates the following ranking of destina- 
tions for various parts of the world and 
the percentage of SDM readers who 
have traveled there. 

According to the survey, 75.4 percent 
of all SKIN DIVER readers took a domes- 
tic dive trip outside their area in the previ- 
ous 12 months. Here is where they went: 





The survey also indicated that 60.6 
percent of all SKIN DIVER readers trav- 
eled outside the continental U.S. on dive 
trips. Here is a listing of the popular des- 
tinations in the Bahamas and Caribbean: 





The following is a listing of the most 


A diver pets a grouper. Such unique expe- 
riences are made possible through travel 
to various overseas dive destinations. 


popular Pacific dive destinations for the 
same SKIN DIVER overseas travelers. 





While these rankings may not provide 
information on a specific resort, they do 
provide clues as to where divers have 
been heading on their vacations. Divers 
shopping for a vacation generally select 
a destination first and then select a spe- 
cific resort, boat or vacation package. 

Once you have decided on a destina- 
tion, the next step is to obtain all available 
information on dive vacation packages 
and prices. Again, the best approach is 
through the pages of SKIN DIVER. Each 
issue contains more than 100 travel ad- 
vertisements. Write for brochures and 
prices or use SDM’s Reader Service 
Card. Just circle the number on the card 
that matches the number under the ad. 
Allow four to six weeks for a response. 

To obtain information quickly, make a 
telephone request. Many travel ads con- 
tain toll free 800 numbers. You can call 
these and obtain basic prices and infor- 
mation over the phone and more detailed 
information by mail in a week or so. 

still another major source of research 
material is the specialty travel agents who 
book dive trips to the destination you 
have in mind. You can telephone or write 
to them. The tourist boards of many re- 
sort islands are happy to furnish maps, 
hotel directories and other helpful infor- 
mation upon request. 

Once you have obtained all this materi- 
al, try to organize it by resort or by desti- 
nation if you have more than one in mind. 
Take your time going over the material. At 
first the volume of brochures and articles 
may seem overwhelming and you may 
have to reread some of it. The big trick is 
to figure out what items have been omit- 
ted from these glowing brochures. 

For example, an island hotel that does 
not have air-conditioning rarely admits it. 


(Continued on Page 180) 
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STROBE 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY GERI MURPHY 


Wwe known for its un- 
usual photo prod- 
ucts, Subatec, of Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland has 
just introduced a revolu- 
tionary underwater flash. 

It is a mini strobe with 
powerful output and 
wide angle of coverage. 
And, while every other 
strobe manufacturer is put- 

ting out plastic models, this one 

has a sturdy metal case. Yet, de- 
spite its outstanding quality and per- 
formance, the new Subatec S50 is 
very reasonably priced. 


DESIGN 

The development of the S50 strobe 
is the result of Subatec’s objective of 
solving several common problems fac- 
ing: today’s underwater photographer. 
First, it wanted to offer an electronic 
flash that would be compact, light- 
weight and easy to operate. Second, it 
wanted a flash that would prove ample 
lighting coverage for all Nikonos 
lenses, including the 20 and 15mm ul- 
tra wides. It wanted to achieve this cov- 
erage without the aid of wide angle dif- 
fusers and so there would be no reduc- 
tion in light output. Third, Subatech 
wanted to produce a powerful wide an- 
gle strobe that would be priced far low- 
er than the “‘big guns”’ currently being 
sold. The S50 achieves all three of 
these basic objectives and brings a few 
new twists to U/W strobe design. 


CONSTRUCTION 
The Subatec S50 looks like a high 
quality product. The housing is one 
piece of cast aluminum with a corro- 
sion proof black anodized finish. Each 
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housing is pressure tested to a depth of 
500 feet. The outside of the S50 mea- 
sures 3.5 inches in diameter and 3.9 
inches long. It is compact enough to fit 
into small photo carrying cases for con- 
venient travel. It weighs just 1 pound, 
11 ounces out of the water. The S50 
strobe has neutral buoyancy in seawa- 
ter and has slightly negative buoyancy 
in fresh water. 

The flash tube is a straight xenon 
type with a large 3.25 inch shiny reflec- 
tor. It is this specially designed reflector 
that gives the S50 both its wide angle 
of coverage and powerful output. The 
front lens of the strobe is a dome 
shaped acrylic port sealed with a 
press-fit O-ring gasket. 

A rotary switch with an O-ring sealed 
shaft allows the strobe to be turned on/ 
off. A green ready light positioned just 
above the switch indicates when the 
strobe is ready to fire. 

The sync cord is a standard six foot 
coil cord with a Nikonos Ill type con- 
nector. The S50 will operate with the 
Nikonos Ill, IV or V models. A metric 
thread stud protrudes from the under- 
side of the strobe case and allows 
quick mounting on Subatec’s articulat- 







ed flash arm and cam- 
era bracket. All S50 
components are Swiss 
made and assembled 
under high quality con- 
trol conditions. 


PERFORMANCE 
Built for simplicity and 
economy, the S50 strobe 
has just one power. There is. 
only one switch with on and off 
positions. It is a manual strobe, 
which means it can be used with the 
Nikonos V in the manual exposure 
mode only. 

Where the S50 strobe excels is in 
flash angle coverage. It will cover a full 
96 degrees, which is more than ade- 
quate for use with the Nikonos 15mm 
wide angle lens, the 17mm Sea & Sea 
lens or the Subawider || wide angle 
adapter. There is no need for a beam 
Spreader or diffuser. 

The Subatec S50 also excels in pow- 
er output. This fiesty little strobe can 
put out sufficient power to attain an ex- 
posure of f/11 at three feet with ISO 
100 film. At six feet you still have a re- 
spectable f/5.6 exposure with the 
same film. 

The S50 strobe is powered by four 
AA rechargeable nickel cadmium bat- 
teries. These cells help account for the 
strobe’s compact size and light weight. 
The S50 will recycle in just six seconds 
and will deliver 70 flashes on a full 
charge. The color temperature of the 
$50 is 5,000° Kelvin. This is fairly 
warm when compared to the daylight 
average of 5,500° Kelvin. The result is 
nice warm skin tones since the strobe 
is Compensating for the water's blue 
color filtration. 











SPECIAL FEATURES 

Perhaps the most unusual feature of 
the S50 is that batteries are charged 
through the flash sync cord. That's 
right, you hook the charger to the Ni- 
konos Ill connector on the sync cord. 
This approach eliminates any through- 
hull fitting on the strobe case—it is a 
completely sealed unit—and the risk of 
flooding. It takes approximately 10 
hours for a full charge. 

Another really nice feature is Suba- 
tec’s special slave trigger sensor, 
which also screws onto the Nikonos III 
connector of the sync cord. This nifty 
accessory allows the S50 strobe to be 
used as an independent slave. 


CONCLUSION 

Subatec’s S50 is indeed a radical 
departure in underwater strobe design, 
but there are some obvious trade-offs. 
Subatec has achieved the compact 
size and weight of the strobe by reduc- 
ing battery size. The smaller AA batter- 
ies are also less costly, thus keeping 
the price reasonable. 

Subatec has kept the price of its S50 
competitive by simplifying the electron- 
ics. It is a one power, manual flash unit. 
Most professional or serious minded 
underwater photographers prefer this 
simplified design so there is really no 
problem. However, if you are interest- 
ed in automatic flash exposure, this is 
not the strobe for you. 

Under normal strobe design stand- 
ards, the four AA rechargeable batter- 
ies would be no problem, but Subatec 
has incorporated two more important 
features into the S5O—wide angle cov- 
erage and high power output. Both fea- 
tures require high battery energy. The 
result is a limited number of flashes 


Subatec’s S50 is a lightweight, compact 
sfobe that offers both a powerful flash 
and wide angle coverage. It has a 3.25 inch 
diameter shiny reflector, dome shaped 
acrylic lens and one simple on/off switch. 





To charge the S50, simply hook the char- 
ger plug into the Nikonos Ill connector on 
the sync cord. There is no through-hull fit- 
ting, the strobe is completely sealed. 





The $50 is only 3.5 inches in diameter and 
3.9 inches long and has a one piece, cast 
aluminum housing with a black anodized 


finish. It weighs 1 pound, 11 ounces. 


and this is probably the S50’s most 
crucial trade-off. The S50 is rated for a 
maximum of 70 flashes, provided not 
too much energy is wasted with the 
strobe in ‘‘idle’’ mode. This amounts to 
a little less than two rolls of 36 expo- 
sure film. It then takes 10 hours to 





charge the batteries. If you can be sat- 
isfied with this limited number of 
flashes, then the S50’s other features 
make it one of the most desirable U/W 
strobes on the market today. It is very 
appealing to divers who plan to travel 
overseas and have to pack light. It will 
perform beautifully through two dives 
per day. 

At a suggested retail price of $495, 
the Subatec S50 is a terrific buy for 
what it will do. The articulated flash arm 
and camera bracket sells for $165. The 
total Subatec package is only $660. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
For information about the S50 strobe 
and other Subatec photo products, 
contact Akimbo, |nc., Underwater Pho- 
tographic Equipment, 1435 Estrella 
Drive, Santa Barbara, CA 93110 or 
telephone (805) 682-7161. >. 
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SDM SPECIAL SERIES ON REGULATORS 


ProSub 


DX 500 | 


AOR. 
Sey 


Ithough ProSub isn’t exactly a 
household word among divers, 
you may already have used one of its 
regulators without being aware of it. 
ProSub is an original equipment man- 
ufacturer (OEM) with ten years of ex- 
perience producing regulators that are 
sold under other labels. In its Garde- 
na, California plant ProSub manufac- 
tures both breathing systems and 
buoyancy devices. Four years ago the 
company began marketing two of its 
own regulators, the Maxair | and the 
Proair |. The Maxair | had a cylindrical, 
balanced second stage and was the 
top of the line. The Proair |, a more 
conventional design, was the better 
seller. In 1986, the ProSub brass de- 
cided to forego the premium market 
and concentrate instead on an inex- 
pensive, basic regulator. Both units 
were discontinued in favor of the sec- 
ond generation ProSub DX 500. 
What do you get when you buy this 
regulator? You get mainstream de- 
sign, including a balanced piston first 
stage and a downstream second 
stage with a plastic housing. There are 
few bells and whistles, although the 
DX 500 has four low pressure ports on 
a swivel, along with two high pressure 
ports. A choice of colors is available 
for the cover. The entire package 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY ERIC HANAUER 


comes in at a $190 list price. 

The first stage layout will look famil- 
iar to close observers of the regulator 
scene. Like many others it is based on 
the original flow-through, balanced 
piston design—introduced 22 years 
ago—that has become an industry 
standard. For the DX 500 first stage, 
ProSub engineers made several 
changes. To improve flow characteris- 
tics, they enlarged the bore and re- 
duced the length of the stainless steel 
piston. A series of smaller ports was 
placed in the perimeter of the first 
stage body to allow injection of sili- 
cone grease into the ambient pressure 
chamber. This provides protection 
against environmental contamination, 
as well as against freezing at low tem- 
peratures. On the swivel cap, four low 
pressure ports are angled to reduce 
stress on the hoses. Two high pres- 
sure ports are on the first stage body, 
giving the diver a choice of either side 
for mounting the submersible pres- 
sure gauge and instrument console. 
The hefty yoke will support more than 
3,500 psi, while the European version 
with a DIN fitting is good for 4,000 psi. 
Intermediate pressure is 135 psi. 

The second stage is the same as 
that of the Proair, except the case is 
now made from an _ ultra-lightweight 


resin. The cover on our test model 
was yellow, one of five choices avail- 
able. The others are blue, flamingo 
pink, silver and black. Orange is used 
for the octopus version, which also 
has an orange silicone mouthpiece 
and a longer hose. 

The most unusual feature of the 
second stage is its lockdown purge 
button. On all downstream second 
stages, the soft low pressure poppet 
eventually becomes worn because of 
spring pressure against the valve. seat 
during storage. Ultimately, this will 
cause air leakage from the second 
stage and require replacement of the 
poppet at annual overhaul time. Manu- 
facturers have come up with all sorts 
of devices to keep the purge button 
depressed, thereby relieving stress on 
the poppet. The first ones were small 
plastic spoons or keys the owner had 
to set in place manually. They were of- 
ten lost or ignored. Later, tabs or 
plungers were built into the second 
stage cover. ProSub has developed 
the most effective and simplest solu- 
tion yet. By depressing and rotating 
the button to line it up with the arrows 
molded in the surrounding ring, the 
purge button is locked down and re- 
mains that way until it is rerotated. If 
you forget to release it, the freeflow 





that begins as soon as the air is turned 
on will remind you. 

Mechanically, the second stage fol- 
lows general industry design for a lev- 
er-actuated, downstream valve. The 
diaphragm, exhaust valve and mouth- 
piece are all made of silicone. Sur- 
rounding the second stage case is a 
hefty split ring, made from a chromed 
brass casting. Two hex screws have 
to be loosened to remove it. It is used 
instead of a conventional thinner sin- 
gle ring to provide more protection for 
the plastic case when it is being trans- 
ported in the diver’s bag. 

Our test procedures showed the DX 
500 to be a steady performer with few 
surprises. Breathing effort remained 
the same in most positions. There was 
a Slight freeflow when | descended 
head down, a common characteristic 
in most regulators. Breathing effort in- 


creased significantly when on | was on 
my back looking up, but that, too, is 
typical of conventional second stages. 
A pleasant surprise was the absence 
of water leakage in this position. 

Clearing the second stage of inten- 
tionally induced water required just a 
small puff of air. Pushing the purge 
button supplied enough to do the job 
automatically, without wasting any. 
Slowly sipping air provided a smooth, 
even flow, with a normal cracking ef- 
fort (the amount of suction needed to 
start the flow). At a depth of 80 feet, 
the DX 500 provided enough air for 
hard swimming with a heavy breathing 
rate, although effort was greater than 
my comparison regulator, a premium- 
priced model. When tank pressure 
reached 300 psi, breathing effort in- 
creased noticeably. 

The bite tabs on the silicone mouth- 


The ProSub DX 500 regulator offers two 
high pressure ports on the first stage 
body as well as four low pressure ports on 
a swivel cap (left). These latter are angled 
to reduce hose stress. The second stage 
(above) has a lockdown purge button. 


piece of the DX 500 are very thin. This 
keeps the diver’s front teeth close to- 
gether, creating a mechanical ob- 
struction to airflow and increasing tur- 
bulence. If this were my regulator, | 
would replace the mouthpiece with 
one that has thicker bite tabs. That 
would be an easy, low cost method of 
improving breathing performance. 

There are lots of regulators on the 
market that are similar to the ProSub. 
To make an intelligent choice, a diver 
should compare the features of each 
one. What does the DX 500 have go- 
ing for it? It is made in the USA, by a 
company with ten years’ experience in 
this field—one that concentrates only 
on regulators, buoyancy compensa- 
tors and instruments. Its uncomplicat- 
ed, basic design should provide reli- 
ability and easy service. The purge 
button lockdown device is certainly a 
mark in its favor. A one owner, limited 
lifetime guarantee is offered, as long 
as the mandatory annual service is 
performed. For a diver on a limited 
budget, or one just getting started, 
ProSub’s list price of $190 represents 
an attractive option. 

For more information contact Pro- 
Sub at 341 East Alondra Boulevard, 
Gardena, California 90248. >. 











SEAQUEST BC 
(Continued from Page 166) 


iently at the front of the BC. Another is 
placed above the left shoulder strap to 
secure the low pressure inflator hose 
within easy reach. 

(6) Rapid exhaust valve/low pressure 
inflator—This allows convenient, one 
handed buoyancy control. 

With the above list of quality features, 
you might think the only thing left to sepa- 
rate the individual models in the single 





ADV S3 


bag series would be color. However, like 
any good line of products, there is 
good—and there is better. There are four 
models of the single bag series: the top- 
of-the-line ADVi S4, ADV S3, ADV S2 
and ADV $1. 

ADVi $4: The do-everything ADVi S4 
is special right at the surface. While the 
other BCs in the series are made of rug- 
ged 420 denier nylon pack cloth, the $4 
features ultra-tough 840 denier material. 

The second major difference in the S4 
is its adjustable integral backpack. The 
lower back support of the backpack— 
and its attached waistband~can be 
raised or lowered to accommodate any 
length of torso, providing superior com- 
fort. As with the other models, this inte- 
gral backpack is sewn permanently to the 
BC. This minimizes tank movement and 
provides better back support. 

Another feature of the S4 is a padded 
Ccummerbund (available in five sizes) that 
helps support the weight of a tank on the 
hips instead of the shoulders when the 
diver wears the tank topside. This waist- 
band utilizes a suspension strap system 
to keep the band close to the body even 
when the BC is fully inflated. 

The S4 has double adjusting quick re- 
lease shoulder buckles that can be posi- 
tioned off the diver’s collar bones for bet- 
ter comfort. These have guarded side re- 
lease press-points that allow the diver to 
open the buckles easily, even while wear- 
ing thick gloves. 


180 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1988 


The S4 also has dual expandable 
pockets with a Versapocket (for an octo- 
pus regulator) on the right. It has an addi- 
tional Velcro closing hose retainer sewn 
on the right shoulder for organizing ac- 
cessory hoses. 

The S4 is available in four color combi- 
nations to complement SeaQuest wet- 
suits: black/emerald/blue, charcoal/ 
black/red, fuchsia/navy or the limited 
editon fuchsia/teal. It retails for $440. 

ADV $3: The ADV S3 has a fixed inte- 
gral backpack. This is sewn in as with the 
ADVi S4, but is not adjustable. The S3 
has double adjusting quick release shoul- 
der buckles, padded cummerbund, dual 
expandable pockets with Versapocket on 
the right side and extra hose retainer on 
the right shoulder. Its color combinations 
complement three SeaQuest wetsuits: 
black/emerald/blue, gold/navy or fuch- 
sia/navy. The ADV S3 retails for $375. 

ADV S2: The ADV S2 has a fixed inte- 
gral backpack, large pockets on both 
sides, single adjustable shoulder buckles 
and padded cummerbund. Its color com- 
binations complement two SeaQuest wet- 
suits: charcoal/black/red or limited edi- 
tion fuchsia/teal. It retails for $310. 

ADV $1: The ADV $1 is the basic mod- 
el, yet it still incorporates several excel- 
lent features and is ideal for tough rental 
use. It has an unattached backpack, web- 
bing waistband, large pocket on the left, 
single adjustable shoulder buckles and a 
sewn in D-ring for attachment of an octo- 
pus second stage. The $1 color combi- 
nations complement one SeaQuest wet- 
suit—gold/navy—and it retails for $265. 

The single bag series BCs have an op- 
tional D-ring kit. Extra large BCs will cost 
$25 more than other sizes. All the BCs 
come with a limited lifetime warranty on 
materials and workmanship, including 
seam integrity. 

The single bag series BCs present a 
multitude of price, feature and color op- 
tions. Your best bet would be to check 
them all out at your SeaQuest dealer. For 
the address of your nearest dealer, con- 
tact SeaQuest, Inc., P.O. Box 1397, 
Carlsbad, California 92009; telephone 
(619) 438-1101. >. 


TRAVEL TIPS 
(Continued from Page 175) 


Instead, the brochure writer romantically 
describes the natural cooling effect of 
gentle trade winds or perhaps the stylish 
designer ceiling fans. The same _ tech- 
nique is applied to beaches, dining facili- 
ties, dive services and so on. 

You may wish to make a list of ques- 
tions that are not answered by the litera- 
ture, such as: 

* Is the hotel room air-conditioned? 

* Is the dining room air-conditioned? 

* Is the hotel on the beach? 

* Is the dive center on the premises? 

* Does the dive boat load passengers 


on the hotel premises? If not, where? 

* How many dives per day are includ- 
ed in the package? 

* Are extra dives available? 

* How much do extra dives cost? 

* How large is the dive boat? 

* What is the maximum number of div- 
ers put on the boat? 

* Does the boat have shaded areas? 

* Does the boat have a ladder? 

* How fast does the boat cruise? 

* How long does it take the boat to 
reach the dive sites? 

* Does the dive guide go into the water 
with guests? 

* Is there a depth limit to which guests 
can go? 

* Can | use my dive computer for repet- 
itive dives? 

There are obviously dozens more 
questions that could be asked, but | think 
you get the idea. Formulate a list of ques- 
tions that apply specifically to your needs 
and expectations. Then double check the 
literature to make sure these questions 
have not already been answered. A fol- 
low up phone call will help obtain the an- 
swers. If these are unobtainable or 
vague, be cautious. 

As you can see, research can be a 
powerful tool in the selection of a happy 
and rewarding dive vacation. While it is 
no guarantee that everything will go per- 
fectly, it does take some of the risk and 
guess work out of the process. >t» 
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800/231-4053 (outside CA, U.S. only). VISA/MC 

( y) @ Drop-offs, Caverns, Corals 
@ Dolphins, Octopus, Turtles 
@ Ancient Shipwrecks 


Brazilian Scuba and Land Tours 
1-800-722-0205 — N.Y.: (516) 796-5508 
64 Division Ave. * Suite B3 
Levittown, N.Y., U.S.A. 11756 


| ea , 
Rupa in Paradise 
World-wide family 


vacations for divers 
Watdementitelcsee 


800 443-0799 


185 Berry Street/Suite 5503 
Hye alectitel cree Me Ova Wry 200K; 


415/442-0799 TELEX 239446 


Divers’ 
Paradise 


Valentine's Yacht Club & Inn. Complete, 
professionally staffed Dive Center. Spec- 
tacular nearby dive locations. 23-slip 
marina with full power and fresh water. 
Lovely guest accommodations, restaurant, 
inside and outside bars, tennis, close to 
beach. 5 minutes from North Eleuthera 
airport. Valentine's, Harbour Island, 

Box One E, Bahamas. (809) 333-2142, 
(809) 333-2080 or (305) 491-1010. 
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YACHT CLUB & INN 


DIVE LOCATION ~~ 
MAPS >. 


Prepare for your next dive trip with a nautical map of the 

area you plan to dive; record your dive sites for future reference. 

« Cayman Islands ¢ Virgin Islands 

» Bahamas ¢ Channel Islands, CA 

» Hawaii + Great Lakes (specify lake) 

¢ Florida Keys (Biscayne Bay to Big Pine Key) 

¢ Florida Keys (Marathon to Key West) 
Use for navigation, decoration, conversation. Maps feature all 
land and islands, reefs, rocks, water depths, wrecks, and other 
bottom characteristics. Charthouse specials listed above, $15ea; 
any other U.S. or worldwide dive location, $18ea. Tidal current 
charts also available. Send check or money order and return 
address with map choices to: 


Discover Hawaii from the bottom up! 


Specialized charters that highlight 
Hawaii Island’s unique ocean and 
shoreline features, marine life and 
ancient sites. 


P.O. Box 4178 @ Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 


(808) 329-0695 


Free brochure upon request. 


Black's Island Gulf of Mexico 


CAMP NAUTILUS 


Sea Camp for boys ages 8-16,3-4 weeks. PADI Scuba 
Certification for boys 12-16. Sport Fishing, Sailing, Skin 
Diving, and much more. . . For more information, write: 
Camp Nautilus, Black's Island, Box 945, Department 
D-2, Port St. Joe, FL 32456. 


DIVE GALAPAGOS 

106 Days 
$2,495.00 p.p./dbl. occ. 
10 person maximum / Monthly departures Pkg.: R.T. Air (from 
most gateway cities) « Chartered motored yacht ° Meals on 
board © Diving fee © Hotels & transfers enroute 


inquiries: TRAVEL TRAVEL (303) 593-1591 
5975 N. Academy Bivd., 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 


CORAL REEF 


ore) Molen M > 4-1-9) Bale) 


7-day, Fla Keys, 14-member snorkel or scuba 
teams. Spectacular corals, 350 fish species, 
exotic creatures. Record behavior, catalog 
species, photograph, or observe. No technical 
skills. Marine naturalist & divemaster leaders. 
Hotel. ReefQuest, P.O. 560374, Miami, FL 33156. 
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~  ™ 
SUMMER DIVING /ADVENTURE Coed 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENAGERS 19°19 
P.A.D.I. instruction and advanced ratings for certified divers 
and referrals. Also offering: skiing, windsurfing, while living and 
sailing aboard 47' yachts in British Virgin Islands. 17 years of 
teen programs at sea. 


P.O. BOX 5507-D, SARASOTA, FL 34277 (813) 924-6789 





CHARTHOUSE MAPS 
330-A West Uintah, Suite 191, Colorado Springs, CO 80905 
maps by National Oceanic Atmospheric Assoc. 303-635-791 7, ext. 191 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 


From time to time, we permit reputable companies to send announcements of their 
products or services to our subscribers in the mail. Requests for this privilege are 















examined with great care, to be sure they will be of interest to our readers. If 
you prefer not to receive such mailings, and want your name in our files only for 
mailing the magazine to your home, please write us, enclosing a current address 
mailing label. Please address your request to: PETERSEN PUBLISHING CO., Attn: 
Charlotte McCoy, 6725 Sunset Bivd., Los Angeles, CA 90028. 
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Unlimited diving on Belize’s greatest 

Reefs from 75 foot /sla Mia. Light- 

house Reef, Blue Hole, fabulous 
fol fe) ele iice 

Supercharters for dive stores available. 


TWENTY YEARS 
{06698 DWAvice 10 OIVERS 1996 Se p z SE a 


TRAVEL SERVICE, INC 


50 FRANCISCO ST./STE. 205 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 
TELEPHONE (415) 434-3400 
TELEX 278036 SEAS UR 


THE ULTIMATE SCUBA/SAIL VACATION 


4 


PPR) ce safe the largest and fastest cruising catamaran in the 
world is available for charter in the Virgin Islands. Affordable luxury 
for up to eight guests .. . dive, sail, windsurf, waterski. . . sample 
unequalled hospitality and gourmet cuisine. 


amt 
ay VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING 


P.O. Box 146, Road Town 
Y, / Tortola, British Virgin Islands 
bf TOLL FREE (800) 648-3393 or (809) 494-2774 





LODE REITER 


at Sunset House, GRAND CAYMAN 

Imagine yourself coming to the stern of the dive boat 
for a cool snack and a fresh tank. Jim helps you with 
equipment changes and film reloads. Cathy is waiting for 
you underwater with a neat critter, and Jim gets you 
ready to photograph it. This is just another typical dive 
in the Jim & Cathy Church U/W Photo Course. 


Multi-Level, 
Seven-day 
courses. For 


Beginning or 
Advanced U/W 
Photographers ' 
May—Sept. 1988 s 


¢| appreciate your patience, your humor, but most of 
all your sincere regards for other people. Thank you 
for a wonderful week. (Rebecca Harrington) 

¢ You are both wonderful teachers. No wonder you 
have so many repeaters. (Marj & Ted Pullman) 

@ | jove your diving style! | got far more good 
pictures per dive than | could ever get on regular 
tourist boats. (Stewart Bakst) 

e ... Courses run by Jim & Cathy... continue to 
receive high marks from students. 
UNDER-CURRENTS, VIll, #12. 
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DIVERS 
DIRECTORY 





Rates $171 for 3 consecutive ads, $294 for 6 con- 
secutive ads, $444 for a full year. PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY COPY. VISA/MC accepted. DEAD- 
LINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send 
copy and payment to: Diver’s Directory, c/o Direct 
Marketing Division, P.O. Box 69910, Los Angeles, 
CA 90069. For more info. and to place your order by 
phone, call 213/854-2700 (CA) or 800/231-4053 
(U.S. only, outside CA). 


ALABAMA 


MCWHORTER ENGINEERING CO. 205/836-2814 
P.O. Box 9014, Plant 1053, Gadsden Rd., Birmingham, AL 35213 
Rebuilts, parts, accessories, ASME coded. 

HP air compressors, units, systems, since 1952. 


ARIZONA 


BLUE WATER ADVENTURES, INC. 

P.O. Box 3802, Page, Arizona 86040 

Specializing in custom boat tours of Lake Powell, 
max. 6 divers, SSI inst. rentals, air, sales. 


ARKANSAS 


RICK’S PRO DIVE’N SKI SHOP, INC. 501/753-6004 
2323 N. Poplar St, N. Little Rock, AR 72114 501/753-6060 
PADI Five Star Instructor Development Center w/Indoor Pool 

Dive Charters, 2 Cust. Dv. Boats—We teach 11 PADI Specialties. 


CALIFORNIA 


602/645-3087 


ABC PHOTO 

15335 Hawthorne Blvd., Lawndale, CA 90260 
Extensive U/W photo & video sales & rental department. 

Complete custom photo lab on premises. 5 miles from LAX. 
AQUARIUS DIVE SHOP 408/375-1933 or 375-6605 
2240 Del Monte Ave., Monterey, CA 93940 (or) 

32 Cannery Row, Unit 4, Monterey, CA. Guided Underwater Tours. 
Specialize in U/W Photo. & trips. “Pacifically The Finest.” 


213/676-7619 


ARGO DIVING SERVICES 213/510-2208 
314 Metropole, P.O. Box 1201, Avalon, CA 90704 

Guided underwater tours and instruction by 

Jon Hardy on Catalina Island. Free information. 

BLUE DOLPHIN HOUSE—Catalina Island 213/510-1811 


603 Beacon St, P.O. Box 2605, Avalon, CA 90704 
2 bdrm. vacation rentals w/kitchen, cater to divers. 


Boardsailing, diving instruction, sales, rentals, air. 
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CATALINA DIVERS SUPPLY 

P.O. Box 126, Avalon, Santa Catalina Island, CA 90704 
Rentals, sales, srvc., air, instr., tours, boat chtr. Since 1958 

on the Pleasure Pier. Also at Avalon U/W Park & Lover's Cove. 


DIVE QUEST, INC. 415/535-2415 
2875 Glascock St, Oakland, CA 94601 

PADI training facility. Full service dive shop. Orientation dives. Boat 
trips. We want to be your dive shop! 


GUCCIONE’S SCUBA HABITAT 

3220 Brea Canyon Rd., Diamond Bar, CA 91765 
PADI 5 Star instr. develop. center. Family owned & operated. 

‘See Vue’ & ‘Atlantis’ dive boats. 32’ Radon for small groups. 


MARINA DEL REY DIVERS, INC. 213/827-1131 
2539 Lincoln Blvd., Marina Del Rey, CA 90291 

PADI Five Star Facility. Open 7 days, boat trips, rentals, 

sales, instruction in all levels. We serve Margaritas! 


PACIFIC OFFSHORE DIVERS, INC. 

1195 Branham Lane, San Jose, CA 95118 

San Jose’s only PAD! 5-Star training facility featuring 
continuing diving education. Travel. Trips. Charters. 


PASADENA DIVERS WEST 

2695-A E. Foothill Bl, Pasadena, CA 91107 
Sales, service, air, PADI, NAUI, instruction. 
Rentals, boat trips, underwater photography, tours. 


SCUBA DUBA DIVE 

7126 Reseda Bl. Reseda, CA 91335 

Mon. - Sat. 10-7. Underwater photo specialist. 

Boat trips, instruction, sales, service, rentals. 

SCUBA LUV 

704 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91360 
Home of the dive boat SCUBA LUV'ER. 

Specialist in California Channel Islands Diving. 


213/510-0330 


714/594-7927 


408/265-DIVE 


818/796-4287 


818/881-4545 


805/496-1014 


TRI-VALLEY SCUBA 415/828-5040 
21310 San Ramon Valley Bl, San Ramon, CA 94583 

Scubapro Dealer & full line of major brands. 

The East Bay's “full service” pro dive store. 

WATER EDUCATION TRAINING (WET) 619/693-DIVE 


7094 Miramar Rd., San Diego, CA 92121. Daily boat charters, 
YMCA, PADI, NAUI resort courses through instructor. Free weekly 
scuba refresher classes. Full service vacation facility. Get WET. 


CONNECTICUT 


BYRAM BAY SPORTS, INC. 203/853-1005 
606 West Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06850 

Fills, Rentals, Trips, Repairs & Sales. 

Area’s most Comprehensive year-round scuba school. 

CENTRAL SALES SCUBA 203/283-5007 
136 Carter Rd., Thomaston, CT 06787 Open All Year! 


Featuring our own private villa w/diving in Freeport Bahamas. 

NAUI Pro Facility, $1 air fills, rental, repair, PADI, YMCA. 

MULTITECH MARINE SWIM & SCUBA CENTER, INC. 203/739-9596 
180 Flanders Rd., Niantic, CT 06357 203/739-2519 
Sales, svs., rentals, travel, classes, activities. PADI 5 Star 

facil, Scubapro, Tekna, TUSA, UK, Ikelite, SAS, Nikon, Parkway. 


ORBIT MARINE SPORTS CENTER, INC. Open all year! 
3273 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport, CT 06605 203/333-DIVE 
Foot of Broad St., Stratford, CT 06497 203/377-6969 
Sales, rentals, air, service, NAUI, PADI instr., charters. 

SEAVIEW SCUBA, INC. 203/442-7279 


50, Rt. 32, Waterford (Quaker Hill), CT 06375. (3.5 mi. N. of 
Coast Academy on Waterford/Montville line.) 3 full-time PADI inst. 
Dacor-Henderson-Heuer-Seatec-Tekna-UK. Airfills, srvc., rentals. 


THE DIVING BELL, LTD. 203/775-3573 
461 Federal Rd., Brookfield, CT 06804 

Open all year. 5 Star PADI instruction. Specialties, 
Travel, Photo, Rentals, Repairs, Gifts. 
UNDERWATER SWIMMERS INC. 

1038 Farmington Ave., Kensington, CT 06037 
Discount prices, courses, rentals, air fills, 

repairs, hydros, travel, charters. 

UNDERWATER SWIMMERS, INC. 

526 Main St., West Haven, CT 06516 

Discount prices, courses, rentals, air fills, 

repairs, hydros, travel, charters, 


FLORIDA 


203/828-3641 


203/932-0258 


AMERI DIVE 

7166 Beracasa Way, Boca Raton, FL 33433 

Del Mar Shopping Village, corner Powerline & Palmetto. 
Instr., sis., rental, svs., air, travel, resorts, Scubapro, PADI. 


BAY POINT DIVE CENTER 904/563-1040 
300 Hwy. 19, Crystal River, FL 

Full service dive ctr. PADI/NAUI cert. Dacor, Sequest, Sherwood. 
Pontoon & Jon boat rentals. Open 7 days 8-6. Manatee tours. 
BRENT FEINMAN’S SCUBA WORLD BY THE SEA _— 305/771-3933 
4339 A Ocean Dr., Lauderdale-By-The-Sea, FL 33308 (STAY WET) 
PADI 5 Star Facility, air, sales, svs., rentals, dive charters, 

beach diving. All levels of cert. Priv. & Group lessons. 


305/395-4407 





PLANTATION INN MARINA/DIVE SHOP 


CRYSTAL LODGE MOTEL & DIVE CENTER Dive Shop 904/795-6798 
U.S. 19 N., P.O. Box 456, Crystal River, FL 32629 Motel 795-3171 
Manatee & spring diving, boats, equipment rental. 

Heated pool, seafood, bar, rooms at low prices. 


DIVE MIAMI! Reservations: 
27' and 47’ Custom Dive Boats 305/672-DIVE 
30 minutes to Miami's 30 wrecks and reefs 800/325-1337 at 
U/W photography, PADI instruction. tone dial “Dive” 
DIVER’S DEN 

12614 N. Kendall Dr., Miami, FL 33186 305/595-DIVE 
8280 State Rd. 84, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33324 305/473-9499 


PADI 5 Star instruction, sales, service, rentals, trips, air, photo. 


DIVER’S DEN/PNEUMATIC SYSTEMS, INC. FL 904/871-4777 
4720 E. Bus Hwy. 98, Panama City, FL 32404 800/272-4777 
Sales, rentals, service, fast charter boats, 6-15 passengers. 

Instr. NAUI, PADI. Compressor sales, service, maint., overhaul. 


DIVERS UNLIMITED 305/981-0156 
6023 Hollywood BI., Hollywood, FL 33024 

Awarded #1 training facility by PADI. All brands, whsl/rtl, daily boat 
trips, repair, rental, classes, travel. 5 Star PADI IDC training facility. 


DIVERS UNLIMITED/FORT LAUDERDALE 305/524-4862 
440 Seabreeze BI., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Daily boat trips, training dives, classes, retail—all brands, leisure- 
wear, rentals. Packages w/Days Inn. 5 Star PADI training facility. 


DIXIE DIVERS 

Of Ft. Pierce, 1717 S. U.S. 1, FL 34950 305/461-4488 
Of Stuart, 1843 S.E. Federal Hwy., FL 33494 305/283-5588 
Of W. Palm Bch., 4348 Forest Hill Blvd., FL 33406 305/969-6688 
FANTASEA SCUBA HEADQUARTERS 904/837-0732 
P.O. Box 5498, #1 Hwy. 98, Destin, FL 32541 904/837-6943 
PADI 5-Star, D.V.|. Resort, Instruction, Referrals, 2 boats, 

sales & service, gulf charters, rental, air, travel, snorkeling. 


FORCE-E, W. Palm Bch., FL 305/471-2676 
Boca Raton, FL (2 locations) 305/368-0555 & 395-4407 
Pompano Bch., FL 305/943-3483. Riviera Bch., FL 305/845-2333 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 305/735-6227 
GINNIE SPRINGS, INC. 904/454-2202 
Rt. 1, P.O. Box 153, High Springs, FL 32643 800/874-8571 
Six 72° clear blue springs, camping, canoeing. 

Complete resort dive facility. Cavern instruction. 

GULF STREAM DIVER SCUBA CHARTERS 305/965-7878 


2315 Caroma Lane, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 
Palm Beach daily reef & wreck dives, pro charters, 
Bahama boat trips. 2 new USCG 38’ & 41’ cust. dv. boats. 


HYDROSPACE DIVE SHOP 800/874-3483 
3605-A Thomas Dr., Panama City Beach, FL 32407 904/234-9463 
The Gulf Coasts’ largest and most experienced dive service. 

5 boats 46’, 42’, 40’, 24’. Full service facility. 


LAUDERDALE DIVER 800/654-2073; 305/GO-SCUBA 
1334 S.E. 17th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 “On the Causeway” 
PADI distinguished service award—full service pro shop. Custom 

42’ dive boat w/complete hotel packages—training completion. 


MAC'S SPORTS 813/442-9931 
2126 Drew St, Clearwater, FL 34625 

One of the world’s largest diving & snow ski stores and 

school. Pool and Ski Deck on premises. 


MIAMI: AQUANAUTS OF MIAMI 
677 S.W. 1st St, Miami, FL 33130 
Rentals-Sales-Air-PADI. Extortadores Mayoristas, Compresores, 
tanks. Open 6 days 9am-6pm. 


NORINE ROUSE SCUBA CLUB OF THE PALM BEACHES 

4708 North Dixie Hwy., West Palm Beach, FL 33407 305/844-2466 
America’s only country club for divers. 

Dive trips six days a week. 

ORBIT MARINE SPORTS 

1683 So. State Rd. 7, North Lauderdale, FL 33068 
NAUI Pro Facility. PADI & NAU! Open Water Referrals accepted. 
Charter 7 days/wk. Boat docked at resort hotel. Pkgs. avail. 

PANAMA CITY DIVE CENTER 800/832-DIVE 
4823 Thomas Drive, Panama City Beach, FL 32407 904/235-3390 
Quality sales and service. Daily charters. 

Scubapro, Sherwood, Tabata and Oceanic. NAUI and PADI. 


904/795-5797 


305/545-9000 


305/974-REEF 


P.O. Box 1093, Crystal River, FL 32629 

Instruction, rentals, boats, canoes, cameras, dive packages. 

400 yds. to King Spring. Golf, tennis, seafood, bar, 150 rms. 

PORT PARADISE RESORT 904/795-3111 
P.O. Box 516, Crystal River, FL 32629 (FL) 800/443-0875 
Manatee center, 43’ offshore boat, dv. shop, 45 mtl. boats, hotel 
Suites overlooking springs, 2 pools, change rooms, 2 bars, food. 

PRO DIVE CHARTERS 

Bahia Mar Yachting Resort (A1A), Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

Daily Reef & Wreck Dives to over 50 locations including 

the Famous “Mercedes |” 305/761-3413; 800/772-3483 


PROFESSIONAL DIVING SCHOOLS 305/761-3413; 800/772-3483 
Bahia Mar Yachting Resort (A1A), Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 

4 or 5 day PAD! O.W. Cert. Courses. 2% Day Advanced Courses. 
Student Referral Training/Rescue, Divemaster, Instructor Classes. 
SEAFARI SPORT & DIVE 305/747-6115 
304 Old Dixie Hwy., Jupiter, FL 33458 Private & Group 
PADI Certification. Sales, service, rental, air, charters-Bahamas 

Trips. Hotel pkgs., photo., repair, night-wreck-reef dives. 











SEAPRO SCUBA CENTER 305/844-DIVE 
3619 Broadway, Riviera Beach, FL 33404 

PADI 5 Star facility. Sales, service, instruction, rentals, 

charters, air. Action sportswear. Tekna scooter rental. 

SONY SERVICE CENTER 305/920-5633 


3904 N. 29th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33020 
Take those U/W advent. home with you after your dive vacation! 
We rent Sony Video Cameras, U/W housings and accessories. 


SPRING SYSTEMS DIVE CENTER 904/776-2310 
Route 5, Box 171 B, Live Oak, FL 32060 

1.7 miles from Peacock Springs. Dive resort and 

restaurant. WANTED: Manager/Instructor. 


TALLEY’S PRO DIVE/7 RIVERS INN/Manatee Headquarters 

744 U.S. Hwy. 19, Box 124, Crystal River, FL 32629 904/795-2776 
Package Deal $43.43 p.p. includes: 1 day of diving, 1 night 

hotel room dbl. occ., tanks, weights. Learn to dive in 3 days. 


VORTEX SPRING DIVING RESORT 904/836-4979 
Rt. 2, Box 18A—Hwy. 18 North—Ponce De Leon, FL 32455 

Sales, service, rentals, 5,000 PSI, canoe rentals, group lodging, 

RV hook-ups, 50’ deep spring, clear water all year, no waves. 


FLORIDA KEYS 


A ADMIRAL 1-65 FEET OF COMFORT AND FUN! 
P.O. Box 0113, (MM 100), Key Largo, FL 33037 
Scuba/snorkel trips to Pennekamp Reefs! PADI Certification 

courses start daily! Group & room package plans. 305/451-1114. 


A BEAUTIFUL BIG PINE KEY WATERFRONT HOME 

1 BR/1 BA or 3 BR/2 BA, from just $400/wk. Totally furnished 
includ. your own dock; just 10 naut. miles from Looe Key— 
Best diving in Keys! Boats avail. Reserve soon. 815/838-3282. 


A BEAUTIFUL CONDO AT MARATHON! Panoramic view, 2 br/2 ba 
+ queen sleeper. Gourmet kitchen w/breakfast bar, cable TV, 
dockage, pool, close to dive shops, restaurants, shopping. 

Vernon Dobbins, 5110 Puritan Rd., Tampa, FL 33617. 813/985-9928 


A KEY LARGO WATERFRONT APARTMENT 305/451-2840 
Completely furnished, limited dockage, sleeps 4. 
Oceanside bordering Pennekamp Park. 
Also available by weekend or month. 


A KEY WEST CANAL HOME RENTAL AND/OR DIVE/FISHIN’ PKG. 
P.O. Box 473, Key West, FL 33041 305/296-3737 
3/2 w/full kitchen, micro., W&D, color cable TV, stereo, gas 

grill. Covered fish clean table w/light & water. MUCH MORE! 


A WATERFRONT DUPLEX W/DOCK 305/852-5230 
Moonrise & palms on the water! 1 BR/1 BA, LR, kit, sleeps 4. 

Your boat steps from your door, or sample many charters or 

boat rentals. 15 mins. to reef, 5 mi. to Pennekamp. $425/wk. 


AMERICAN DIVING HEADQUARTERS, INC. 305/451-0037 
Rt. 1, Box 1250, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 105’ FL 800/322-3483 
PADI Training Facility. Pennekamp our specialty over 25 years. 
3-7 day packages. For reservations call toll free 800/634-8464. 


BAY HARBOR LODGE 305/852-5695 
Rt. 1, Box 35, Key Largo, FL 33037 

Motel rooms and efficiencies on Florida Bay. Beach, 

fishing pier, free bay boats, bicycles, and olympic weights. 


BIG PINE SEA CENTER DIVE SHOP 305/872-2319 
P.O. Box 515, MM 29.5 US#1, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 

Dive Looe Key, #1 Reef in FL. Keys, full service shop. 

Dive/lodging packages, custom boats. 


BUDDY'S DIVE SHOP Nat'l. 800/223-4707; FL 800/367-4707 
P.O. Box 409, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 79.5 305/664-4707 
Dv. aboard our 40' ‘Scuba Safari’ & 34’ ‘Free 'n Clear’. Full/’ day 
trips to Alligator Reef, Eagle Wreck & Coral Gardens. Pkgs. avail. 


CAPTAIN CHAMBERS CHARTERS 305/451-1805 
P.O. Box 2258, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 100 Dive Pennekamp 
30’ Cust. boat w/sundeck, 6 max. 1 Trip daily, family rates, 

brunch served, cust. dv. pkgs. avail. Rec. by Undercurrent ‘82. 


CAPT. CORKY’S DIVERS’ WORLD of Key Largo, Inc. 800/445-8231 
P.O. Box 1663, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 99.5 U.S. 1 past Wendy's 
Bahamas/Pennekamp. U/W video school/rtls. PADI, NAUI, SSI, instr. 
Grp. rates, dv./snkl./sail, wndsrf/instr. Best pkg. rates! 305/451-3200 


CAPT. GREG'S SCUBA-DO 305/451-3446 
P.O. Box 2237, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 100 @ Holiday Harbor 
Dive Pennekamp, 34’ boat, 6 max. No crowds. Personal service. 
Combination dive & fish trips available. Furn. apartment available. 


CAPT. SLATE'S ATLANTIS DIVE CENTER 800/331-DIVE 
51 Garden Cove Dr., Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 106.5 305/451-1325 
Experience our Pennekamp, U/W pet feeding, U/W weddings, 
Acc./grp./multidive packages. NAU!, YMCA, PADI & CMAS instr. 


CORAL LAGOON RESORT AT THE DIVING SITE 305/289-0121 
Deluxe waterfront efficiences with private sundecks, gazebos, 
dockage, pool, tennis, bikes. PADI dive shop, dive packages. 

PADI dive shop, lessons, 3 boats, groups, spring/fall dive pkgs. 
CUDJOE KEY DIVE-FISH-SWIM Vacation Rentals Start at $350/wk. 
Hartline Real Estate, Inc., Rt. 2, Box 38, Summerland, FL 33042 
Agents for Venture Out A 5 Star RV-Condo. Open 8-5 7 days. 5 Mi. 








800/346-DIVE 


$375 per week. 


to Looe Key Reef. Dock behind unit. Free brochure. 305/745-1590 


DELUXE KEY LARGO CONDO Call Collect 516/379-5059 
Beautiful 2 BR, 1’ bath unit—Sleeps 6. 


Near Pennekamp, Dive Shops, Boat Rentals & Shopping. 


Tennis Courts, Swimming Pool & Boat Ramp. $475.00/week. 


DIVE KEY WEST 

“Carol J”, P.O. Box 2842, Key West, FL 33045 
Disc. room pkg. & grp. rates. Max. 6 divers. 
lsobster diving, spearfishing, rentals & air. 


DIVE 7 MI REEF, Bed & Breakfast, Airport pickup, Custom 

Dives, Native Guides, Wreck & Night Dives, Spearfishing 

Family & Group plans. All you need is a bathing suit. 

Tortuga Adventures, Box 671, Key West, FL 33040 305/296-7748 


FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER 305/852-4599 
P.O. Box 391, Tavernier, FL 33070 800/433-8946 
PADI 5-STAR facility & charters. 4 day instruction & specialties. 
Reefs, wrecks, spearfish, Pennekamp & more. Two 40’ dive boats. 


GOLDEN KEY MOTEL 305/664-4418 
U.S. Rt. 1, P.O. Box 710, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 81 

Free dockage & boat ramp, waterfront cottage, 

rooms with stove & refrigerator, picnic & barbeque area. 


HALL’S DIVING CENTER & RESORT 800/331-4255 
1994 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL Keys 33050 (in FL) 305/743-5929 
Beautiful reef & wreck diving trips-Largest store & instruction. 

facility in the Keys—motel/condo diving packages arranged. 


HOLIDAY ISLE DIVE CENTER 305/664-4145 
P.O. Box 482, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 84.5 FL 800/432-2875 
All new “Wreck Diving” US 800/327-7070 
All new 22 passenger dive boat—Open 7 days. 


Immaculate Waterfront Home w/Dock, Tavernier (FL) 800/448-9508 
Sbr/2ba fully equipped 1600sq/ft canal home. 1 min. 305/483-6280 
to ocean, 20 to Pennekamp, 15 to Bay, 30 min. to Islamorada 
Hump. $495/wk./$795/bi-wk. $1195/mo. 12 ft. boat/canoe/all util. 


ISLAND BAY RESORTS, MOTEL & DIVE SERVICE 305/852-4087 
P.O. Box 573, Tavernier, FL 33070 MM 92% 

Luxury efficiencies, sandy beach, dock, 6 pass. dive 

boat on premises. Dive Pennekamp to Islamorada. Reasonable. 


KELLY’S MOTEL and MARINA 305/451-1622 
P.O. Box 75, Key Largo, FL 33037 (MM 104.5) 

1 mi. from John Pennekamp. In heart of dvg. dist. Dv. pkgs. avail. 
On the water/jacuzzi/bbq area/boat ramp/swim/fish/dock/cable/HBO. 


KEY LARGO BAYFRONT HOME—Dive/Snorkel/Sail 305/255-4556 
P.O. Box 161414, Miami, FL 33116 

3 bedrooms/2 bath gorgeous, new lushly landscaped private home 
w/dock. Luxuriously furnished, fantastic rates—less than motel room. 


KEY LARGO CONDO 305/433-8073 
3 BR., 1% Bath, completely furnished. 305/546-2275 
Marina, saunas, tennis, pools, 2 mi. to Pennekamp Park. 

Great diving, fishing, sailing. Special summer rates. 


KEY LARGO CONDO/DIVE-FISHING 
P.O. Box 160057, Miami, FL 33116 
2 Bdrm./2 bath, on ocean within Pennekamp Park boundary, ramp, 
pool, marina facility, dock, tennis, best security. Weekly, monthly. 


KEY LARGO-From studio to 3 bedroom 2% bath apt. 
Tennis, pool, dockage. Close to all dive .shops & boat 
rentals from $200 per week. 

Call 312/357-6285. 


KEY LARGO LUXURY CONDO 

Oleinik, 8555 Blue Cut Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45243 
Luxuriously decorated, 2 bedroom, dock, pool, 
sauna, tennis. Minutes from best dive areas. 


KEY LARGO OCEANFRONT APTS. 305/852-5312 or 305/852-9383 
On the ocean: Molasses, French & Conch Reefs at your front door. 
Large lagoon, boat ramp, minutes to diving/fishing, 2 BR. apts., 
kitchens, all amenities. Weekend, week or monthly rental. 


KEY WEST/BANANA BOAT CHARTERS 305/296-2380 
P.O. Box 2128, Key West, FL 33040 Live-aboard 50’ sailing 
ketch. Max. 6, $105 per person, per day. All inclusive open water 

or advanced open water cert. included w/7 day booking. 


KEY WEST DIVER INC.—CAPT. BILLY DEANS 305/294-0660 
c/o Reef Raiders Dive Shop, U.S. #1, Stock Isle, Key West, FL 
33040. Dive the Sambos, Ten Fathom Ledge, WWII wrecks, 

USS Wilkes-Barre. Every dive an adventure. 


KEY WEST PRO DIVE SHOP, INC. 800/426-0707 
1605 N. Roosevelt Bivd., Key West, FL 33040 305/296-3823 
Pro facility, dive packages, O/W checkouts, private instruction. 

Coral reef, wreck, ledge, Gulf & nite dives. 


KINGSAIL MOTEL—DIVING RESORT FL 800/423-7474 
P.O. Box 986, M.M. 50.5, Marathon, FL 33050 305/743-5246 
Complete dive packages, 42’ dive boat, dive shop, scuba lessons, 
dockage, ramp, pool, complimentary coffee and much more! 


LADY CYANA DIVERS 305/664-8717 
P.O. Box 1157, Islamorada, FL 33036 MM 85.9 800/221-8717 
26’, 40’ & 60' dive boats. Reefs, galleons, wrecks & The ‘Eagle’. 
Complete pro shop, instruction, packages, photo center. 


LIDDLE PROPERTY SERVICES (Out of State) 800/742-5571 
10877 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33050 (FL) 800/826-8957 
Motel rooms, Efficiencies, One and Two Bedrooms Condo's on the 
Gulf and Atlantic. Dockage, swimming pool, tennis also avail. 


LOOE KEY REEF RESORT & MARINA 305/872-2215 
P.O. Box 509G, Ramrod Key, FL 33042 MM 27% 

40' Custom Glass Bottom Dive & Snorkel Boat, Motel, Restaurant, 
Dive Shop, Dockage, Ramp, Pool, Tiki Bar, PADI Instruction. 
MARATHON—SEAWARD MOTEL 305/743-5711 
8700 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 

Newly remodeled, nice pool, ramp, dockage. 

Dive and fishing charters arranged. 


305/296-3661 


305/251-9568 


513/984-0866 


PENNEKAMP PARK CONCESSION 305/451-1621 
P.O. Box 1560, MM 102.5, Key Largo, FL 33037 FL 800/432-2871 
The only dive shop located directly in Pennekamp. 

Free brochure, send 50¢ for reef chart. 


PLANTATION KEY LUXURY CONDO 

c/o 195 N. Airport Rd., Tavernier, Florida 33070 
Beautiful 1 BR condo (sleeps 4) on bay. Has everything. 
Boat ramp & docks. $295/wk. May-Nov., $350/wk. Dec.-Apr. 


PROPERTY MANAGEMENT OF KEY WEST, FL/VILLA VACATIONS 
1213 Truman Ave., Key West, FL 33040 305/296-7744 
Historic homes, condos, waterfront villas w/dockage avail. for 

Ing/shrt term rental. Privacy/pools/maid svs. Call/write for video. 


QUIESCENCE DIVING SERVICES, INC. 305/451-2440 
P.O. Box 1570, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 103.5 

Personalized charters in Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary. 

Limited 6 divers per boat. Instruction: SSI, PADI, & YMCA. 


RENT 20' FLORIDA KEYS DIVE BOAT 305/743-0391 
and stay aboard furnished houseboat, color TV, 

A/C, sleeps 6. Dive Pennekamp, Looe Key, 

Alligator Reef, crystal dive water. $895.00 week. 


ROCK REEF RESORT 

P.O. Box 73, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 98 

Divers’ Paradise, beach, jacuzzi, packages available, 
comfortable accommodations and comfortable prices. 


SEA DWELLERS SPORTS CENTER 

99850 Overseas Hwy., Key Largo, FL 33037 

Reef trips daily to Pennekamp Underwater State Park. 
Dive package with Key Largo Holiday Inn. 

SEA HORSE MOTEL 

7196 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL. 33051 

Budget or waterfront rooms or efficiencies, 300’ dockage 
ramp, pool, dive pkgs. Experience the American Caribbean. 


305/852-5748 


305/852-2401 


305/451-3640 
800/451-3640 


305/743-6571 


SEA TRAIL MOTEL 305/852-8001 
Rt. 5, P.O. Box 91, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 98.5 

Cable TV, air-conditioned, 

refrigerator, budget rates. 10% off 3 day stay. 

STEPHEN FRINK PHOTOGRAPHIC, INC. 305/451-3737 
P.0. Box 2720, Key Largo, FL 33037 MM 102.5 800/451-3737 


U/W Camera & Video rental, Instruction, E-6 processing, 

Photo Tours, Stock Photos, U/W video specialists. 

THE DIVING SITE, INC. US 800/634-3935; FL 800/821-9155 
12399 Overseas Hwy., Marathon, FL 33050 MM 53.5 

16 & 30 pass. dive boats. Daily reef trips. 305/289-1021 
Charters & group rates, PADI lessons, sales, repairs, dive pkgs. 


TILDEN’S PRO DIVE SHOP 800/223-4563 
4650 Overseas Highway, Marathon, FL 33050 305/743-5422 
Instructor Training Facility/Full service dive shop/ 

Daily reef trips or wreck dives/Dive Packages. 

TRIANGLE WATERSPORTS, INC. 305/745-BOAT 
Rt. 2, P.O. Box 617, Summerland Key, FL 33042 305/745-2628 


Cust. dv./snork. trips to Looe Key/unique Lower Key reef sites/back 
cntry explrng. Spearfish/lobster/fish/sail. Avail. aboard 3 cust. boats. 
UNDERSEAS, INC.—DIVE LOOE KEY 305/872-2700; 305/294-0605 
U.S. 1, MM 30.5, P.O. Box 319, Big Pine Key, FL 33043 

Daily Reef Trips to Looe Key Marine Sanctuary. Air, Rentals, Sales, 
Repairs, Group Rates, PADI Lessons. 


DIVERS SUPPLY 912/474-6790 
5208 Mercer Univ. Dr., Macon, GA 31210 

PADI Training facility: All major brands. 

Located at Exit 2 on 1-475. 

DIVING WORLD USA 404/634-4354 


2945 Buford Hwy., N.E., Atlanta, GA 30329 

All brands, wholesale, retail, repair, rental, trips. 

YMCA, NAUI, PAD! SSI classes—recompression chamber. 

SEA LAB 404/979-8670 
Five Oaks Center, 875 Oak Rd., Lawrenceville, GA 30245 

Gwinnett County's Professional Diving Facility. 

Individualized Instruction-Personal Service-Guided Trips. 


HAWAII 


AARON’S DIVE SHOP 808/262-2333 
602 Kailua Rd., Kailua, Oahu, HI 96734 808/261-1211 
Dive with Magnum P.l’s instructors, Hotel/Dive Packages. 

Daily dives, 4 day cert., rentals, cameras. Write for info. 


ALOHA DIVE SHOP—KOKO MARINA 808/395-5922 
Koko Marina Shpg. Ctr., Honolulu, HI 96825 808/395-8882 
“Diving is fun” with Jackie and her friends. 

Scuba resort cert, boats, tours, sales, rental, all cert. 

AQUATICS KAUAI 800/822-9422 
733 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, HI 96746 808/822-9213 


Full service, PADI, NAUI, SSI, U/W video taping & photo. 

Custom packages & tours aboard The 43’ Odysseus. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC DIVERS 800/551-6767 
780 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 808/661-8718 
Maui's most popular dive operator for over 17 years. 2 & 3 

tank trips. 50’ and 43’ boats. PADI 5-Star. 
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DIVE OAHU 808/237-8408 
53-215 Kam Hwy., Hauula, HI 96717 
Specializing in small personal charters & classes. Still the 


“aloha spirit.” NAUI & PADI instr. Sales/rentals/photography. 


DIVE KAUAI 808/822-0452 
976 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, Hawaii 96746 

Kauai's only PADI 5 Star. Sales, rentals, 3-5 day certs. 

Personalized instr., small pers. charters, indiv./grp. pkgs. 


DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 

Rated Kona’s best every year since '76 by Undercurrent. 


DIVE MAUI INC. 808/667-2080 or 661-4363 
Lahaina Market PI., Lahainaluna Rd., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 

3 six passenger boats daily to Lanai, Maui, Molokini. Instruction, 

open water check outs, photography. Pkgs. avail. PADI/NAUI/SSI. 


ELITE DIVES HAWAII 808/637-9331 
Suite 158, 377 Keahole St. #6, Honolulu, HI 96825 

Experience Oahu's best sites: 30’ custom boat, instructor guides, 
excellent gear, small groups, relaxed pace, personal attention. 


FATHOM FIVE DIVERS/KAUAI 800/422-DIVE 
P.O. Box 907, Koloa, Kauai, HI 96756 808/742-6991 
Specializing in small personal charters, daily trips. 

NAUI and PADI instruction, air, rentals, photography. 

GOLD COAST DIVERS 800/367-8047 ext. 458 
75-5660 Palani Rd., #P-1, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 808/325-1328 
Kona’s only PADI 5-Star. Longest in Kona. Lrgst. pro dv. ctr. Check- 
out & refresher dives. 42’ boat. Indiv./grp. pkgs. Manta nite dives. 


HAWAIIAN WATERCOLORS 808/879-3584 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Experts in dive charters, U/W video, U/W photography. 

Contact Ed Robinson for information. 

KOHALA DIVERS, LTD. 808/882-7774 


P.O. Box 4935, Kawaihae Shopping Ctr., Kawaihae, HI 96743 
Professional Full Service Diving Center. 
Finest diving in the United States. 


KONA COAST DIVERS 

75-5614 Palani Rd., Kailua-Kona, H! 96740 
Hawaii's only Professional Full Service Dive Center. 
Rated #1 by Pro's; Charters, Air, Rentals, Pkg. Dive Trips. 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 800/367-8047 ext. 102 
710 Front St, Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 808/667-7496 
43' custom built boat. Sales, rentals, photography, video. 

Friendly, professional staff. MAUI’S First 5-Star IDC. 


LEEWARD DIVE CENTER 

87-066 Farrington Highway, Waianae, HI 96792 

Boat dives—featuring the “Mahi” (WWII minesweeper) 
and night dives, instruction & intro. dives. 


MAUI DIVE SHOP 

Azeka Place—Kihei & Lahaina Cannery—Lahaina 

2 Locations on Maui, 5 day class, beginners lessons. 
Sales, rentals, air, free dive map, PADI 5 Star. 


MIKE SEVERNS SCUBA DIVING 
P.O. Box 627, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 
Personalized diving for the comfortable, experienced diver. 
Two to six certified divers only. Contact Mike Sevems. 


OCEAN ACTIVITIES CENTER 800/367-8047 ext. 448 
3750 Wailea Alanui, D-2, Wailea, HI 96753 808/879-4485 
First Class Twin Diesel Dive Boat/Maximum 12 passengers. 

Daily dives to Molokini, La Perousse, Kahoolawe, Lanai. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 
76-6131 Plumeria Rd., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
Daily boat charters, maximum 6 divers, night dives, PADI classes. 


Packages, combo fish/dive charters avail. Undercurrents choice. 
SCUBA SCHOOLS OF KONA 800/445-2163 
74425 Kealakehe Parkway #7, Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 808/329-2661 
Full PADI/NAUI Pro Facil., custom 38’ Delta dive/fish, cert., sales, 
svc., mtls., & air. Beachwear. Htl/condo, car & dv. pkgs. Start $449. 


SCUBA SCHOOLS OF MAU! 800/445-2163 
1000 Limahana Place, Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 808/661-8036 
Full PADI/NAUI Pro Facility, personalized 6 pac bts., cert., sales, 
svc., mtis., & air. Beachwear. Htl/condo, car & dv. pkgs. Start $449. 
SEA DREAMS HAWAII (Bob Curran) 808/329-8744 
P.O. Box 4886, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 808/322-6118 
Owner operator, ‘2 and full day, night dives & private charters. 

Small guided groups. Recommended by Undercurrent Magazine. 


808/329-8802 
800/KOA-DIVE 


808/696-3414 


800/255-1574 


808/879-3388 


808/879-6596 


808/329-9188 


SEA PARADISE, SCUBA 800/322-KONA 
P.O. Box 5655, Kailua-Kona, HI 96745 808/322-2500 
Kona’s finest dive charters—Over 50 dive sites. 
“Diving has never been easier.” PADI & NAUI. 
SEA SAGE DIVING CENTER 808/822-3841 


4-1378 Kuhio Hwy., Kapaa, Kauai, HI 96746 
Safely serving Kauai since 1973. Complete pro facility. 
Boat/shore trips. Accommodation pkgs. available. 


SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS 808/538-3854 
1050 Ala Moana BI., Honolulu, HI 96814 808/538-3856 
Dive the Mahi, 165° shipwreck and lava tubes! Daily boat charters. 
Full service pro dive store since 1961. Write for free brochure. 

THE DIVE SHOP OF KIHE! LTD. 808/879-5172 
1975 S. Kihei Rd., Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 

Daily Dive & Snorkel trips to Molokini Crater, 4-5 day 

Scuba Classes, Windsurfing, Sailing, rentals, full service. 
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TOUR MASTER ASSOCIATES 

100 Caldwell Drive, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 
Individual & group packages—Maui, Kona, Kauai. Oceanfront condos/ 
boat & beach diving. Commission and tour leader allowances. 
WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 
1734 Kalakaua Ave., Honolulu, HI 96826 

Waikiki's only pro dive shop. PAD! & NAUI facility. Boat & 

beach dives, 3 day cert., charters, free brochure. 


(Call Collect) 615/482-1645 


Ca a Fm, £5 as SS 
SCUBA EMPORIUM 312/389-9410 
12003 South Cicero Ave., Alsip, IL 60658 

PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center. 

Heated pool on location. Full service training facility. 

UNDERSEAS SCUBA CENTER, INC. 312/833-8383 


611 North Addison Rd., Villa Park, IL 60181 
Instruction, sales, service, rentals, trips and photo. 
PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center. 


INDIANA 


SCUBA LAKE MICHIGAN CHARTERS 219/271-0192 
Capt. Emie Piotrowski, 52737 E. Cypress Cir., S$. Bend, IN 46637 
Dive aboard Sea Quest 11. Club/shop rates, rentals. Special Mon.- 
Fri., 5-tank charters, summer sunset cruises by reservation. 


LOUISIANA | 


SEA HORSE DIVING ACADEMY, INC. 

5400 Crowder Bivd., Unit “E”, New Orleans, LA 70127 
PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center, quality 
instruction, equipment, service and dive travel. 


MAINE 


AQUA CITY SCUBA, INC. 

11 Water St. Waterville, ME 04901 

Sales, in-shop repair service, rentals, NAUI & PADI 
training facility. Central Maine’s largest dive shop. 


CAMP WEKEELA FOR BOYS/GIRLS: Canton, Maine 614/235-3177 
Seeks dynamos June 17-August 21, 1988 for SCUBA/Waterfront 
position. PADI teaching cert; experience preferred. Contact: 
Eric/Lauren Scoblionco, 130 S. Merkle Rd., Columbus, OH 43209 


HARBOR DIVERS 207/244-5751 
Rt. 102A, HCR 33, Box 40, Bass Harbor, ME 04653 

Near Acadia Nat'l Park. Rentals, air, sales, service. 

PADI Instr. Personalized dive charters. Write. 


SCUBA INSTRUCTOR NEEDED 401/421-5675 
Camp Samoset, 140 Waterman St, Providence, RI 02906 

Maine boys summer camp seeks Cert. Instructor. Beautiful lake & 
near ocean. June 18-Aug. 20. Excellent salary & room/board/travel. 
TOMMY’S DIVE SHOP 207/772-5357 
273 Congress St., Portland, ME 04101 

North East’s largest, known coast to coast, discount of 25-50% off 
everyday. Wreck charters, cut this ad out for free airfill. 


MARYLAND 


BETHANY WATER SPORTS 

322 Corporate Ct., Ellicott City, MD 21043 
Professional diving center. Authorized Scubapro dealer. Viking 

dry suits. Extensive snorkeling equipment. Individualized instr. 


504/246-6523 


301/461-DIVE 


DIVERS DEN, INC. 301/668-6866 
8105 Harford Rd., Baltimore, MD 21234-5776 

Maryland’s oldest professional dive shop. 

Large enough to serve you—Small enough to know you. 

PARKS DIVING SUPPLY 301/655-8744 


8027 Liberty Road, Baltimore, MD 21207 
New Program: COMMERCIAL DIVING APPRENTICESHIP $200.00 
Send today for free no obligation brochure. 


TIDEWATER AQUATICS 

1315 Forest Dr., P.O. Box 3361, Annapolis, MD 21403 
Full service dive store & authorized Scubapro dealer. 
Ocean City, MD wreck diving charter service. 


MASSACHUSETTS | 


301/268-1992 


AQUARIUS DIVING CENTER, INC. 617/759-DIVE 
3239 Cranberry Hwy., Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 

Authorized Scubapro dealer. PADI instruction. 

Air, sales, full service, rental, dive travel. 

CAPE COD DIVERS, INC. 617/432-9035 
815 Main St., Harwich Port, MA 02646 MA 800/DIVING-1 


Sales, service, air, professional instruction. Open year-round. 
2 USCG approved diveboats and captains. 








MERRIMACK AQUATIC CENTER 617/688-6566 
171 Merrimack St, Route 110, Methuen, MA 01844 

(Exit 46 off Route 495) Full service store, DUI drysuits. 

Authorized Scubapro dealer. 

NORTHEAST SCUBA 617/777-DIVE 


125 Liberty St, Danvers, MA 01923 

PADI 5 Sar IDC, Instruction, Rentals, Sales, Repair, 

Boat Charters, Int'l Dive Travel, Photo Courses, Indoor Pool! 
UNDERSEA DIVERS, INC. 617-927-9551 
42 Water St., Beverly, MA 01915 

Sales, Instruction, Air, Rentals, Service, Boat Dives, 

U/W Photo Specialists. 


MICHIGAN 


DIVE THE SHIPWRECKS OF THUNDER BAY-ALPENA, MI 
Bottomlands Preserve in a warm and friendly port. Marked 
wrecks. For more info call 517/354-4181, MI 800/582-1906 
Alpena Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 65, Alpena, MI 49707 


DIVER’S DEN 313/693-9801 
604 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orion, MI 48035 

Sales, service, rentals, air, instruction, 

Great Lake Charter Specialists. 

SCUBA NORTH, INC. 616/947-2520 


13380 W. Bayshore Dr., Traverse City, Ml 49684 
Year-round instruction, dive trips, local charters, 
rentals, repairs & hydro's, all major brands, pkg. prices. 


MINNESOTA 


FANTASEA SCUBA 612/890-DIVE 
3429 E. Hwy. 13, Burnsville, MN 55337 612/890-3483 
Located in Riverview Center is Minnesota’s newest full service 

scuba facility. Weekly charter trips to Florida and Bahamas. 


MISSOURI 


WEST END DIVING CENTERS, INC. 


11215 Natural Bridge Rd., Bridgeton, MO 63044 314/731-5003 
11004 Manchester Rd., St. Louis, MO 63122 314-822-3005 
39 N. Allen, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 314/358-5000 


WEST END DIVING’S—BILLION GALLON LAKE RESORT 

at Bonne Terre Mine, Bonne Terre, MO 63628 Dive 
Fully illuminated underground lake, 1 hour from reservations 
St. Louis. 70 ft. visibility, 58° water temp. 314/731-5003 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


North Country Scuba & Windsurfing, Inc. 603/569-2120 or 524-8606 
Main St., Wolfeboro, NH 03894; 334 Union Ave., Laconia, NH 03246 
NASDS, air, rental, service, sale, 30’ dive boat on Lake 


Winnipesaukee, coo bs and weekend nn 
NEW JERSEY 


CEDAR GROVE DIVERS SUPPLY 201/857-1748 
492 Pompton Ave., Rt. 23, Cedar Grove, NJ 07009 

N.A.S.D.S. instruction, private or group lessons. 

Indoor heated pool, full service dive store. 

EAST COAST DIVING SERVICE, INC. 201/591-9374 


Spring Valley & Texas Rds., Morganville, NJ 07751 
NJ's 1st PADI “5” Star training & travel facility. Sales, repairs, 
air, rentals, trips, full photo. Just off Rts. 9 & 18. 


MARLIN SCUBA SHOP 201/327-6000 
506 Rt. 17, Ramsey, NJ 07446 

Full service PADI training facility. 

Indoor heated pool, N.J. wreck dives, dive vacations. 

PRINCETON AQUA SPORTS 609/924-4240 


306 Alexander St., Princeton, NJ 08540 
PADI 5-Star Facility, entry thru Asst. Instructor. Full 
service scuba, cross country ski & Windsurfing. Vacations. 


UNDERWATER DISCOVERY, INC. 201/270-9100 
2722 Rt. 37 East, Toms River, NJ 08753 

Owned and operated by ex-Navy/Commercial Divers. 

Locations in: Toms River, St. Lucia, and Grenada. 

UNDERWATER SPORTS, INC. 201/843-3340 


Rt. 17 S., Rochelle Park, NJ 07662 

New Jersey's oldest and largest pro dive shop est. 1955. 

Indoor heated pool, nat'l. certification, travel, all srvcs. 

WHITEHOUSE AQUATIC CENTER 201/534-4090 
Box 97-C, Hwy. #22 West, Whitehouse Station, NJ 08889 

Equipment Sales, Service, Rentals, Air. 

Private and Group Lessons, Dive Vacations, Wreck Dives. 


NEW YORK 








AA AQUA-LUNG CENTER, RICHARDS 

233 W. 42nd St, Times Square, New York, NY 10036 
Export agent for all major brands. Dive, surf, swim. 
Largest all year-round dive shop. Will not be undersold. 


ADORAMA CAMERA 800/223-2500 
43 West 18th St, New York, NY 10001 212/741-0052 
The most sought after U/W Photographic Supplier. All U/W cameras, 
housings, films and accessories at reasonable prices. Call now. 


ALLEN SPORT SHOP 914/235-3430 
249 North Ave., New Rochelle, NY 10801 

Air, rentals, instruction, repairs, hydro, V.I.P., fishing equip. 

7 days—Every major prof. dive manuf. discounted. Our 65th year. 


AQUA CRAZY HARVEY 718/743-0054 
3179 Emmons Ave., Brooklyn, NY 11235 

At Sheepshead Bay. Instant refills. Hydro-VIP. 

Major brands, big discounts. Since 1953. 


EAST COAST DIVING, INC. 

1500 Hylan Blvd., Staten Island, NY 10305 

PADI 5 star facility, Superior Instruction & Equipment. 
Personal Dive Trip Planning & Local Wreck Charters. 


ISLAND SCUBA CENTERS, INC. 

74 Woodcleft Ave., Freeport, NY 11520 

Sales, air, rentals, repairs, waterfront store, travel. 
Instruction, photo equip., rentals, Club Aquarius. 


KINGS COUNTY DIVERS CORP. 
2417 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11229 
Authorized Scubapro dealer. 
Brooklyn's full service pro shop. 


MARTINI SCUBA 

2037 Central Park Ave., Yonkers, NY 10710 
PADI 5 Star IDC Facility. Pool on premises. Open 7 days 
Local dive charters, Sales, Rental, Repair, Dive Travel. 


NIAGARA SCUBA SPORTS 716/875-6528 
2048 Niagara St. (near |-190 & Hertel), Buffalo, NY 14207 

Western New York's full service pro dive shop. 

PADI 5 Star facility. Scubapro & other major brands. 


PAN AQUA DIVING 

166 W. 75th St, New York, NY 10023 

Scubapro dealer, on-site air, open 7 days a week. 
NAUI, PADI, YMCA: Basic-Instructor. Local, group trips & travel. 


PARAGON SPORTS 212/255-8036 
18th Street & Broadway, Manhattan, NY 10003 

GSD-—Sherwood—U.S. Divers. 
Poseidon—Henderson—Zeagle—Ikelite—Heuer. 


THE WESTCHESTER DIVE CENTERS, INC. 

62 Westchester Ave., Port Chester, NY 10573 
Putnam Dive Center, Mahopac, NY 10541 

Area’s most comprehensive year-round scuba school. 


ZODIAC WATCH CO.—FACTORY DIVE WATCH REPAIR CENTER 
516 Sth Ave., Rm. 303, New York, NY 10036 212/869-8999 
Rolex & all brands repaired & pressure tested. Heuer authorized 
sales and service. Huge discounts. Ron Gordon proprietor. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


ATLANTIC DIVERS INCORPORATED 919/441-1111 
6912 S. Croatan Hwy., P.O. Box 1091, Nags Head, NC 27959 

PADI 5 Star Training Facility. 

Specialists in Diver Education, Trips, Sales & Service. 


DISCOVERY DIVING CO., INC. 
414 Orange St., Bearfort, NC 28516 
Dive the graveyard of the Atlantic: the U352, freighters, tankers. 
4 boats, daily dives, full service store, classes, dive lodge. 


EASY STEP CHARTERS/EJW SPORT SHOP 919/247-4725 
2204 Arendal St., Morehead City, NC 28557 919/726-2311 
Air, Ratls., Repairs, Hydros. Daily walk on charters and grp. rates. 
Wreck, deep, boat, Search & Recovery, night specialty courses. 
NAGS HEAD PRO DIVE CENTER 919/441-7594 
P.O. Box 665, Nags Head, NC 27959 

Wreck U-85, schooners, WWII freighters, tankers, aboard Sea Fox. 
50’ custom boat, PADI instr., sales, svs., mtls., air, 5,000 psi. 
OLYMPUS SPORTS INC. 919/726-9432 
P.O. Box 486, Morehead City, North Carolina 28557 

Dive the clear warm water of NC on area’s finest dive boat. 

Groups up to 26 or individual walk-ons. Full Dive Shop Facility. 


OHIO 


212/947-5018 


718/979-6056 


516/546-2030 


718/648-4232 


718/934-4153 


914/779-9786 & 7361 


212/496-2267 


914/937-2685 


914/628-1386 








919/728-2265 








LONG LAKE SCUBA 

3160 Long Rd., Lima, OH 45807 
PADI, SSI. Sales & service. 

M-F 12-7, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 12-4./Winter M-F 4-8, Sat. 10-5. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


DIVER’S WORLD 

1904 W. 26th St, Erie, PA 16508 
Full Service Dive Store, Equip. Sales, Repair, Rentals, Air, 

Travel. NAUI P.D.C. of PA, Instr. & Retail Management Training. 


419/331-3483 





(814) 459-3195 


DON COOK’S SCUBA EQUIPMENT 
940 Market St., Williamsport, PA 17701 
Air, Certified Instruction also Advanced & Specialties, Sales, 

Service. PADI Training Facility, Pro Dive Shop. Closed Wednesday. 


DUDAS’ DIVING DUDS 215/436-0176 
101 Bartrams Lane, West Chester, PA 19382 

Full service NAUI pro facility. PA’s largest selection of wet 

& dry suits. Full line of photo equip. Wreck & southern dive trips. 
HARRISBURG SCUBA CENTER, INC. 717/561-0517 
3997 Sunnycrest Drive (Rear), Harrisburg, PA 17109 

5 PADI certified instructors, sales, service, rentals, air, dive 

trips. PADI training facility. Weekdays 6 PM-9 PM, Sat. 9-5. 


717/326-2091 


JOLLY ROGER DIVE SHOP, INC. 717/866-5535 
Rd. #1, Millardsville Rd., Richland, PA 17087-0250 

Rentals, Sales, Repair, Classes, Travel, Hydro 

and Diving at shop location. 

PITTSBURGH SCUBA 412/621-9900 


314 North Craig St., Pittsburgh (Oakland), PA 15213 
Equip. sales, rntls., in-house repairs, air trav., instr. Full 
Service PADI 5 Star Training Facil., wkdys. 11am-7pm, Sat. 11-5. 


SMOKEY'S DIVER’S DEN 717/393-5333 
412 N. Duke St., Lancaster, PA 17602 

Certified instruction, rentals, sales, service. U/W films 3 

videotapes. Programs for schools, clubs & organizations. 


RHODE ISLAND 


DIVERS WORLD (DIV. OF ALPINE) 401/849-3330 
754 Main St, E. Greenwich, Rl; 100 Main St., Westerly, Ri & 
Bellevue Plaza, Newport, RI. Comp. sis. & svs. Disc. prices, 

all top brands. Low rates on lessons. Rl’s most comp. dv. shop. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


S.C. SCUBA/DIVING VENTURES UNLTD. 803/626-3265 
1514 Hwy. 501, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 803/626-3265 or 354-7760 
PADI Full Service Training Facility/Ocean Express Charters. 

SC’s best wreck, ledge, river dives. Paramedic/instr. onboard. 


TENNESSEE 


JOHN D. BUTLER SCUBA SCHOOLS 

5600 Brookwood Terr., Nashville, TN 37205 

PADI Pro Facility, Full Service Store. Instruction, 

Dive Trips, U/W Photo Specialists, Professional Service. 
SKI/SCUBA CENTER, INC. 615/523-9177 or 615/673-8733 
2543 Sutherland Ave., Knoxville, TN 37919 

PADI 5 Star Facility. Indoor pool on premises, full svs., trips. 
Scubapro, US Divers. Retail & mtl. dv. & snow ski. Mon-Sat. 10-6. 


TEXAS 


AQUAVENTURES-HOUSTON 

1614 Gessner Dr., Houston, TX 77080 
Our 11th year! PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center. Sport 

& Commercial Students Welcome! Friendly Sales, Travel, & Svs. 
ARLINGTON SCUBA CENTER, INC. 817/265-6712 
2414 W. Park Row Dr., Arlington, TX 76013 

PADI 5 Star training, air, sales, rental, repair, trips. 

Most complete pro service in North Texas. 


VERMONT 


VICTORY AUTO & SPORTS, INC. 

145 Cherry St., Burlington, VT 05401 
Complete dive shop, repairs and instruction. 
“Down Deep We Care.” 


VIRGINIA 
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802/862-0963 


SCUBA CENTER, INC. 804/741-8899 
1412 Starling Drive, Richmond, VA 23229 ; 
Richmond area's complete dive shop. Open daily, trips, 

instruction, sales, rentals, repairs. PADI-NAUI-YMCA. 

SEA VENTURES, INC. 703/425-7676 


Pickett Shopping Center, 9444 Main St, Fairfax, VA 22031 
Northern VA’s complete dive shop. Open daily. 
Trips, instruction, sales, rentals, repairs. NAUI, YMCA, & PADI. 


“THE” DIVE SHOP 703/698-7220 
2841 Rogers Dr., Falls Church, VA 22042 

PADI 5 Star INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

Full service for Washington, D.C. metro area. 

THE WET ONES, INC. 703/938-1111 


163 Glyndon St., Vienna, VA 22180 
N. VA's oldest PADI 5 Star facility, instr. all levels, 
sales & service, grp. & indiv. trips, photography. 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 


NATIONAL DIVING CENTER 

4932 Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20016 
Authorized Scubapro sales & service, quality instruction, 
trips, rentals, NAUI & PADI training facilities. 


WEST VIRGINIA 


HUNTINGTON/CHARLESTON SPORT & COMM. DIVING CENTER 
3234 Woodland Dr., Huntington, WV 25705 304/529-6622 
916 McCorkle Ave. W., St. Albans, WV 25177 304/72-SCUBA 
Full Sve. Facil., local lakes & Ohio River. Come dive with us! 


WISCONSIN 


3 LITTLE DEVILS SCUBA SHOP 
Rt. 4, Hwy. 123, Baraboo, Wi 53913 800/356-9016 
North entrance to Devil's Lake State Park. PADI 5 Star Instructor 
facility, Lake Superior & West Palm Beach charter boat. 


CANADA 


BEACH GARDENS DIVING RESORT LTD. 604/485-6267 
7074 Westminster Ave., Powell River, B.C., Canada V8A 1C5 

Dive the Emerald Sea w/Jim Willoughby—Diving Director. Charter bts., 
grp. rates, air, U/W guides. Canada’s only NAUI Prof. Devel. Ctr. 


HOTEL SIDNEY WATERFRONT DIVING RESORT 

2537 Beacon Ave., Sidney, B.C., Canada V8L 1Y3 — Dive Canadian 
Islands. 1st Class full facility Dive Resort. Denis Paquette— 

Dive Co-ordinator, chtr. bts., grp. rates, Pro Scuba, U/W Guides. 


AFRICA 


AFRICA’S BEST DIVING with EXPEDITIONS, Kenya 

Dive East African Reefs and visit famed Game 
Reserves/group & individual departures 

U.S. REP: 800-443-0799 ADVENTURE EXPRESS/Africa Experts 


KENYA DIVING WITH EXPEDITIONS 

Dive East African Reefs and visit famed 

Game Reserves/Deluxe Safaris/Group & Individuals 

U.S. Reps.: 800/443-0799. Africa Experts/ADVENTURE EXPRESS 


OCEAN DIVERS INTERNATIONAL C.C. Head Office: 041/515121 
P.O. Box 5624, Port Elizabeth, 6065. Telex: 24-3035 

Superb dive holiday package. Choose 5 centres. Luxury 
accommodation, all facilities, charter, sales, air, instr. 


AUSTRALIA : 


AQUARIUS DIVE TRAVEL AUSTRALIA 
38 Taylor St., Ashburton, Vic. 3147 Australia Thx. 35411 
AUSSIE: Dive Boats: Nimrod, Reef Explorer, Supersport, Heron 
Whitsunday etc. South Pacific Islands, Telita live-aboard. 


AUSTRALIA-BARRIER REEF & CORAL SEA Ph.: Int. +61-77-723022 
Mike Ball Watersports, 252 Walker St., Townsville, QLD. 4810 

Best dive value, incredible Yongala Wreck. Dive training centre. 

Free info. booklet. Write, phone or Tlx: 47320 Today! 


CAIRNS DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN 070 511404 AH: 54 2450/541413 
319 Draper St, Caims, Aust. 4870 PADI trng. ctr. 
Dive Centre Facil, 2-3 day dvg. trips to outer reefs Ex Cairns. 
3 Departures weekly, 4 day diving trips Cod Hole/Chariers . . . 


DIVE AUSTRALIA/PAPUA NEW GUINEA 415/434-3400 
Reef Explorer, Auriga Bay, Scheherazade, Water- 

Sport, Divemaster, Challenger; Plus Island Resorts! 

50 Francisco St., 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


GREAT BARRIER REEF AND CORAL SEA +61-70-514055 
Going Places, 26 Abbott St., Caims, Qld. 4870 Tix: AA48338 
Adventure travel specialists to Australia & New Guinea. Over 

20 dive boats & island dives from day trips to extended charters. 


GREAT WHITE SHARK EXPEDITION—The Everest of diving, face to 
face with the Big Animal for five adventurers & photographers. 

Using protective cages, with expert quide—Mr. Rodney Fox. 

(212) 599-0886 LA MER DIVING SEAFARI, INC. (800) 348-3669 


M.V. BALI-HAI II Ph.: 011 61 070 545545 
P.O. Box 692, Cairns, Nth. Qlid., Australia 4870 

Dive Cod Hole, Ribbon Reef, Lizard Is., 150 mi. of outer reef. 

7 & 10 day sched. depart., for indiv., groups & spel. chtr. 


PERTH DIVING ACADEMY (09) 344-1562 
281 Wanneroo Rd., Nollamara, Western Australia 

Boat dives to Marmion Marine Park. FAUI Inst. Sales, 

Service, Testing and Charters. Open 8:30-6:00 7 days a week. 
PETER TIBBS SCUBA SCHOOL 070/521-266 
P.O. Box 1983, Cais, Australia 4870, Telex 48397 

Daily trips, O/night trips (air-cond. 110 ft) Scuba instr., hire 

equip. Exclusive charters. 15 yrs. unblemished record. Open 7 days. 


202/363-6123 
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BAHAMAS 


BAHAMAS-TREASURE CAY, ABACO 
Deluxe private villas. 

2 Bedroom - $630.00 per week. 

1 Bedroom - $525.00 per week. 


DIVE DIVE DIVE LTD. 800/328-8029 ext. 246 
P.O. Box N-8050, Nassau, Bahamas 809/326-1143 
Discover Southern New Providence Diving. Wrecks, Reefs, Walls. 
Daily pick-ups from all hotels, secluded waterside villas. 


GRAND BAHAMAS—LUCAYA 203/852-9300 
Water’s Edge Resort & Marina Call Collect 
Luxury furnished waterfront condos complete w/linens to china. 

Pool, tennis. Studio—$350/wk., 2 BR/2B-$630/wk. Dive disc. avail. 


Nassau Undersea Adventures (U.S.) 800/327-0010 (FL) 800/432-5034 
P.O. Box SS5635, Nassau, Bahamas In Nassau 809/326-4171 
Gateway to the exciting James Bond movie sites & drop off 

to the tongue of the ocean-pkgs. avail. 4 days/3 nts. From $199. 


Peter Hughes Dive S. Ocean/Nassau 607/277-3484; 800/367-3484 
Opening Nov. 1, 1987. Divi Bahamas Bch. Resort/Country Club. Peter 
Hughes Dvg./Divi Hotels. Compl. dv. shop/exp. scuba instr./custom 
design dv. bts./Divi-incl. pkgs. 520 W. State St. Ithaca, NY 14850 


RUM CAY CLUB Call Toll Free 800/334-6869 
P.O. Box 22396, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335 or collect 305/467-8355 
U/W photographers paradise. Full service photo lab, dive shop. 
Resort course, certification. EP or FAP. Big rooms, great meals. 


SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, Andros Island Bahamas 809/368-2014 
in FL: 305/463-9130. U.S.: 800/223-6961. Dive the Andros Barrier 
Reef with its spectacular wall, blue holes & caverns. Beachfront 


cottage, all meals, hot tub. All inclusive pkgs. from $345.00. 
UNDERWATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY—UNEXSO (809) 373-1244 
P.O. Box F-2433, Freeport, Bahamas Toll Free 1-800-992-DiVE 
Famous facility, guided reef trips, instruction, FL (305) 761-7679 
group rates, 18’ deep tank, chamber, air. Great Packages! 


VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER U.S. 502/897-6481 
P.O. Box 1, Harbour Island, Bahamas 

AM, PM, & Night Dives. All levels of instruction. Rentals. 

U/W Photography & Video, Individual & Group Packages. 


WALKER’S CAY HOTEL & MARINA, ABACO 800/327-3714 
700 S.W. 34th St, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33315 FL 800/432-2092 
Undiscovered & unspoiled! Virgin reefs, spectacular caves. 


Dive shop, boats, rental equipment, certification, great ald 
BARBADOS 
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DIVE BARBADOS, JOLLY ROGER WATERSPORTS _ (809) 432-7090 
Bridgetown Harbour, Bridgetown, Barbados (703) 893-4704 
NAUI & PADI Instruction, Daily Trips, Telex 392-2497 JOLROG. 
Referrals, Packages Available, Accommodations. 


DIVE BOAT SAFARI 809/429-8216; 809/427-4350; 800/445-8667 
Hilton International Barbados, Needhams Point, Barbados 

Diving schoo! PADI & NAUI instr., sales, reef, wreck, night dives 
(Right at hotel) Full service operation, USA & CAN Hrs. 


PETER HUGHES U/W BARBADOS 800/367-3484; 607/277-3484 
Divi Southwinds Beach Hotel 

Peter Hughes Diving/Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
Cmpl. Dv. shop/xprt instr./Photo/cust. boats/vac. dv. pkgs. avail. 


THE DIVE SHOP LTD. 809/426-9947 
P.O. Box 44-B, St. Michael, Barbados, W.I. Telex #2203 BETBRUWB 
Daily dive trips. Reef, wrecks and artifact dives. 

Dive packages with accommodations. NAUI certification. 


WILLIE’S WATERSPORTS 809/425-1060 or 424-1808 
Blackrock, St. Michaels, Barbados & Haywoods Resort, St. Peters, 
Barbados. Complete dive and watersports facilities. Wreck 
Stavronikita, reef & resort dives, air station. Group rates avail. 


BELIZE 


AMBERGRIS LODGE U.S. Tel: (816) 361-2345 
Ambergris Caye, Belize (or) P.O. Box 123, K.C., MO 64141 
Bd./Brkfst. special.: $34 per nt. p.p. dbl. occ. +rm. tx. & 10% 

svc. charge. Grp. rates. Dvg. & fishing options can be added. 


FORT GEORGE HOTEL, Marine Parade, P.O. Box 321, Belize City. 
Group leaders/dive shop operators welcome as our guest to see 
boats, meet skippers. Wonderful new dock, easy access blue hole 
& all. Write or call Paul Hunt 011-501-02-7483/7400. 


INTRODUCING BELIZE 5 DAY CARIBBEAN WEST DIVE SPECIAL 
$499 includes international air fare, accommodations, meals, 

transfers, daily snorkeling, and intro. dive. International 

Expeditions leading the world in travel to Belize. 800/633-4734. 
GLOVER’S REEF ATOLL RESORT Call direct: 011-501-2331 
Airmail: Box 448, Belize City Belize, Central America 

1 of the world’s best dive spots, still untouched, smallest 

island resort, 2-8 divers max., all basic comforts, privacy. 

SAINT GEORGE'S LODGE, Box 625, Belize City 011-501-44190 
Dedicated to the few who seek the finest, 800/678-6871 
A NAUI Dream Resort, “Surpasses Cayman,” Undercurrent. 
Certifications year-round, “THE place to stay,” Esquire. 


813/786-6474 
813/934-0770 
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THE ROYAL PALM INN, AMBERGRIS CAYE U.S. 800/348-9101 
Offering first class accom., superb diving, LA 504/899-8687 
jungle trips, and live-aboard. Air-inclusive pkgs. from any gateway 

as low as $378 Beachcomber and $478 Diver. 


TURQUOISE REEF SPORTS (CVI) 303/674-9615 
#4 Fort St, Belize City, BELIZE 800/538-6802 
HOT SPLASHES®—exclusive dive packages/PLUS-tours & 
accommodations “There’s more to BELIZE than the reef!” 


BERMUDA 


SKINDIVING ADVENTURES 

P.O. Box 165, Southampton, Bermuda. 
PADI, NAUI, SSI Facilities. 2 Large custom dive boats, 2 tank 

dives. Wreck & reef dives, rentals, sales, instruction, Nikonos. 


SOUTH SIDE SCUBA LTD. 809/238-1833 
Box HM 1606, Hamilton, Bermuda HMGX 809/293-2915 
2 Locations, 2 Custom Dive Boats, 2 Tank Dives, 
Night Dives, Experienced -Divers/Beginners/Photo. 


BONAIRE 


BONAIRE—BACHELOR’S BEACH APARTMENTS 305/276-2795 
Enjoy beauty above and below water from our private patio 

pier. Dive in luxury yet inexpensively. Furnished 1 & 2 BR w/ac. 

c/o 984 Eve St, Delray Beach, FL 33483. 


BONAIRE BEACH BUNGALOWS 

1909 Applewood Acres, Clarks Summit, PA 18411 
Luxurious 2 BR villas, A/C, kit, fully equipped, diving, 3 min. 

from downtown, 15 feet from ocean, total privacy, reasonable rates. 


BONAIRE SUNSET VILLAS 011-599-7-8291 
P.O. Box 115, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Beautiful 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Bedroom Villas. Private, cable TV. 

A/C in bedroom, kitchen, fully furnished, reasonable rates. 


BONAIRE—2 VILLAS FOR SALE 201/361-0640 
New oceanfront Luxury Villas—3 Rental Units/ 201/579-1225 
Villa, All beautifully furnished A/C lower unit has kitchen. 

Enjoy sunsets from 3 patios or beach $250,000 & $300,000. 


Bruce Bowker’s CARIB INN 011-599-7-8819 
P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Largest selection of sites, reef trips, air, sales, rentals, 

full SCUBA instruction, Spacious rooms, ocean view, a/c, pool. 


CAP'N DON’S HABITAT U.S.: Dial Direct 011-599-7-8290 
P.O. Box 88, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

Luxury villas, 2 bedroom cottages, single & double economy 

rooms. 24 Hour unltd. dvg., pkg. plans, low off season rates. 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIRE 800/367-3484, 607/277-3484 
Divi Flamingo Beach Hotel & Casino—Peter Hughes Diving/ 

Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St, Ithaca, NY 14850. World's premier dive 
operation. Instr./2 dive piers/compl. photo/11 dive boats. 


SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO 609/298-3844 
c/o 50 Georgetown Rd., Bordentown, NJ 08505 

Full service dive & photo with Andre Nahr. U/W video, 

beachfront unit, full kitchen, A/C PADI Instruction. 


SCUBA BONAIRE with SHIRLEY BAILEY, PAD! Master Instructor. 
Personalized instruction and dive guiding. PADI certifications, 

open water completions and specialty courses. Airmail: Box 37, 
Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles. Tele: 011-599-7-8727 


SOROBON BEACH RESORT 011-599-7-8080 
P.O. Box 14, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles Tix: 1200 inpo 
25 Chalets on private nude beach. Diving, Windsurfing & Sailing. 
Family oriented with More Mozart than Rock & Roll. 
SUNSET INN 

P.O. Box 115, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 

7 Dbl. rooms. All rooms cable TV, fridge, A/C. Near 3 dive 
operators. Communal kit. and living area with TV. Beach in front. 
TOUCH THE SEA with DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Personalized dive guiding, marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 


BRAZIL 


AQUADIVE COM. IMP. EXP. LTDA. 

Rua Alagoas 952 CEP 01242 S.P. Brazil 

Full Service Dive Shop: Sales, Rentals, Air, Repair, 
Indoor heated Pool, Certification, Travel. 
BRAZILIAN SCUBA and LAND TOURS 800/722-0205 
64 Division Ave., Ste. B3, Levitiown, NY 11756 516/796-5508 
Tours to Brazil: Specialties to Rio De Janeiro, Bay of Dolphins. 

Pkgs. incl: Diving, Sightseeing, Hotel, Air, Transfers, Meals. 

PISCES DIVERS BRAZIL Phone: (011) 212-4473 
R. Camargo, 26. Sao Paulo, Brazil 05510 TLX: (011) 24233 
Sales, Rentals, Dive Resort, Repairs, Air, Diving, 

School CBPDS/CMAS Certifications, Guided Tours, Travel, Bilingual. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


809/234-1034 


717/586-9230 


011-599-7-8291 


(011) 825-6355 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 800/233-7938 
P.O. Box 108, Tortola, B.V.I. Alan Baskin & Eva Cope 809/494-2858 


_PADI Trng. Facil., Hotels-Prospect Reef, Treasure Isle & Peter Isid. 


Prsnl. svs. designed to spoil you... FANTASTIC! (Rhone & Reefs) 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 809/494-2847 
P.O. Box 437, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 

Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, 

intro courses, rentals, air fills, equipment rentals. 

UNDERWATER SAFARIS 800/535-7289 
P.O. Box 139, Roadtown, Tortola, B.V.I. 809/494-3965 
Rhone and reef dives daily, PADI training facility, 809/494-3235 
sales, rental, photo center, hotel dive/sail packages. 

VIRGIN ISLAND SAILING LTD. 800/648-3393 800/448-8866 
P.O. Box 146, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 809/494-2774 


Sail & dive pkgs. aboard pvt. motor & sailing yachts. Taking 
2-18 guests. Scuba, sail, surf, ski in unspoiled waters. 


CARIBBEAN 


AQUARIUM DIVE RESORT (811) 6649 or 6378 
P.O. Box 1692, San Andres Isla, Colombia Tix: 40126 
Guided U/W tours, air, rentals, instruction. 

PADI, CMAS, FEDECAS. Pablo Montoya, Diving Operator. 


KALIKO DIVE CENTER AND BEACH CLUB U.S. 800/323-3415 
Discover our magic island below and above water. Remote, relaxed, 
romantic and reasonable. Dive package includes excursions. 

Full resort facility. Unlimited diving. Box 58, P-AU-P, Haiti. 


SKINNY DIP DIVE RESORT TRIPS 813/949-1183 
Clothing-optional dive vacations for groups & singles. 

Write or call: Paradise Travel Naturally, Box 750, 

Land O'Lakes, FL 34639. 


TOBAGO SCUBA LTD. 

Jane Boyle, Speyside, Tobago Rep. Trinidad & Tobago 
Guides to exciting drifts or leisurely photo dives 

from boat. NAUI, CMAS. Exceptional U/W diversity. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 
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CARIBE INN, NORTH SIDE P.0., GRAND CAYMAN — 809/947-9636 
Best Hotel on North Shore, bchfront, modern, xint. dining. (a)$299 
/4Day 3Nts/Divs;2-AM & 1-PM (b)$599/8Day 7Nts/Divs;6-AM & 2-PM 
Pkgs. (PP/Dbl). B-fst/AC Rm/Trs/Tax/Grats/The Perfect Escape. 


DIVER’S WORLD, LTD. OF CAYMAN 809/949-8128 
Seven Mile Shopping Ctr., P.O. Box 917, Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 
Diving equipment & supplies, sales, service, repairs & rentals. 

PADI certification dives. U/W photo. Supplies & camera mts. 


PETER HUGHES DIVE TIARA 800/367-3484; 607/277-3484 
Divi Tiara Beach Hotel, Cayman Brac—Peter Hughes Diving/ 

Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St. Ithaca, NY 14850. Secluded. Modern 
facil./Instr./Cust. dv. boats/personalized svs. All-inclusive pkgs. 


PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. 809/948-4210 
Little Cayman, B.W.I. 

“Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean.” Gourmet food. Unlimited dive 
pkg. All inclusive. U/W videos. Direct booking. 


SAM McCOY’S—LITTLE CAYMAN 

3 meals, 3-tank boat dive, 

unlimited air, U/W video, 
HYDROPLANE; $135/day, group rates. 


UNSPOILED CAYMAN BRAC! BEACH HOUSE RENTALS 

Furnished 1-3 bdr. homes. Scuba, snorkeling, beachcombing. 
Spectacular wall diving. No crowds. $250-500/wk. Dive pkgs. & more. 
Jim Waldron, Route 1, Box 72B, Joseph, OR 97846 503/432-9431. 


COSTA RICA 


PHANTOM ISLE LODGE 

USA Office: P.O. Box 559, Manvel, TX 77578 
Pacific jungle lodge at pirate haunt. Exotic fish & whales. 
New 38 ft. boat. Ride horses, fish, visit Corcovado forest. 


FAR PACIFIC 


CARFEL SEAVENTURE, INC. 

1786 A. Mabini St, Malate, Manila, Phils. 
Dive the world famous Apo Reef/Sulu Sea & more 
Live-aboard accom., unlimited diving, best guides. 
DIVE CHINA! 

Tropic locales, unique cultural experiences. 

$2895 incl. 18 days from San Fran. April & May departures. 
Azimuth Tours, 1632 Walnut St., Berkeley, CA 94709 
DIVE PHILIPPINES, THAILAND, MALAYSIA 

Superb live-aboard dive cruises; 2-20 divers. 

U.S. agent for local dive operators. 

50 Francisco St, 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 
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(809) 639-4360 


800/843-2177 
412/834-4064 


713/489-9156 


Telex #66801 CSE PN 


415/848-4911 


415/434-3400 














AQUA-TREK OCEAN SPORTS Adventures 800/826-0057 in Calif. 
P.O. Box 697, Moss Beach, CA 94038 (800) 541-4334 Outsd. CA. 
Dive Fiji—Largest selection of Tours available. PADI Facilities. 

Travel Agents, Dive Shop and Single Diver Tours. Group Discounts. 


BEQA DIVERS FiJl 361088 or 361241 
GPO Box 777, Suva, Fiji. Tx. FJ2430. Cables DIVEFIJI 

“Great Fun” “Super Enthusiastic Crew” “Bega Lagoon is beautiful” 
“Great Friends” “Fantastic Diving.” When only the best will do! 


FlJI DIVING SPECIALISTS 800/247-3483 
Groups/individuals, 13 yrs. exp. 206/441-3483 
U.S. office for Taveuni, Maravu, Qamea, Namale & More. 

170 Denny Way Seattle, WA 98109 


MOLLIE DEAN CRUISES 

Box 3256, Lami, Fiji. Tx. 2376MARINE. Tel. 361652 

Regular departures on Fiji's only fully equipped live-aboard dive 
ship. Sites include Astrolabe Lagoon, Lau Grp., Taveuni & more. 


THE BEST OF FlJl (800) 348-3669 (212) 599-0886 
Magnificent 72’ luxury cruiser, fully A/C for 8 guests. Unlimited 

diving on beautiful reefs. Professional dive travel services. 

8 day economy program—$1500 & 14 day full program—$2700. 


WATERSPORTS 808/661-4363 
P.O. Box 1656, Lahaina, HI 96767 Telex: FJ 4254 
Pkg. avail. groups, indiv., budget. 

PADI/NAUI Instruction. 


HONDURAS BAY ISL. 


ANTHONY'S KEY RESORT—ROATAN BAY ISLANDS 

Reservations & information office Nat'l. 800/227-DIVE 
1385 Coral Way, Suite 401, Miami, FL 33145 305/858-DIVE 
The Western Caribbean’s most popular dive resort w/photo facility. 
BAY ISLANDS DIVE RESORTS 800/328-0734 
Go Diving Inc., 7630 W. 78th St., Minneapolis, MN 55435 

Packages to Anthony's Key, CoCo View, Bayman Bay Club, 

& Posada del Sol, Barrier Reefs, Fantastic walls & more. 








BAYMAN BAY CLUB—GUANAJA 800/524-1823 
801 S.E. 16th Ct, #2, Ft. Laud. FL 33316 305/525-8413 
“A Diving Resort in a Tropical Jungle” 

Brochures, Rates, Land/Air Information, Reservations 

BEACH HOUSE RENTAL—ROATAN ISLAND 615/535-2032 


Marsha Andrews, 660 Oak Shadow Dr., New Johnsonville, TN 37134 
Near Anthony's Key Resort. 2 BR dix., maid, private bch., scuba, 
snorkel, 4 persons, $450/wk. Brochure, Reservations. 


COCO VIEW RESORT—ROATAN 800/282-8932 
P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL 34266 904/588-4131 
$450/7 nights. Unlimited wall diving guaranteed 365 days 

a year! All meals. Live-aboard dive boat now available. 


Large Spacious Home on Small Island (512) 863-9079 collect 
Darrel & Marla Rea, 114 Oak Ridge Cir., Georgetown, TX 78628 

Built out over Coral Reefs. Air, boat, all meals, guide, 

maid, cook. $395 Per Week. 


LIVE-ABOARD—REEF RUNNER 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL 34266 

Week long charters & Surf'n Turf Land and Sea 
Combination Trips. Group Rates Available. 


INDIAN OCEAN 


ADVENTURE CONNECTION 

P.O. Box 8826, Waukegan, IL 60079 

Seychelles: Hotels & Live-Aboard Dive Packages. 

Try a Kenya Wildlife Safari & Seychelles Dive combo! 


BEST OF MALDIVES—Great live-aboard dive boat, 72’ Rusalka, 8 
guests, extraordinary diving & underwater photography 
opportunities. Professional travel services. Grp./Indv. bookings. 
(212) 599-0886 LA MER DIVING SEAFARI, INC. (800) 348-3669. 


JAMAICA 


CLUB CARIBBEAN/SUNDIVERS 809/973-3507; 800/221-4588 
P.O. Box 65, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 

Hotel cottages—Runaway Bay, Jamaica’s finest diving, 1,000 ft. bch. 
free skiing, windsurfing, sailing, snorkeling, glassbottom boat. 


DIVE SEAWORLD 

Montego Bay’s most complete dive facility—at 4 Major Hotels 
Unlimited—4 day/3 night—Dive/Hotel Packages from $199 

Call Aero International Tours—Nat'l 800/327-0010; FL 800/432-5034. 


NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 809/957-4425 
Negril Beach Club, Negril, Jamaica, West Indies 

Beginner lesson, dive pkgs., certification, camera mtls. Beautiful 
exciting daily dives with qualified PADI, MDEA Instructor. 


POSEIDON NEMROD DIVERS 

P.O. Box 152, Reading, St. James, Jamaica, W.I. 
2 Locations in Mo-Bay. Dive packages. PADI lessons and 
specialties. Video, photo, shore & boat diving. 
SUNDIVERS, JAMAICA LIMITED 

P.O. Box 212, Runaway Bay, Jamaica, West Indies 
Jamaica’s only PADI 5 Star Instr. Dev. Center. 

Sales & svs., camera rentals, videos, resort dive pkgs. 


800/282-8932 
904/588-4131 








800/336-7717 
312/336-7717 








809/952-3624 


809/973-2346 
809/973-3454 


JAPAN 


MACK’S DIVING OF JAPAN 

2-18-34 Nishiki, Naka, Nagoya 460, Japan 

Full service diving system, U/W photo specialist. 
Pool, shop, repair... now. Big boat in Okinawal! 


MACK’S DIVING of OKINAWA (PHOENIX) 
Fantastic! 56’ 30 knots dive boat “Phoenix” 

Day trips to Coral Paradise “Kerama” Islands 
Scheduled English spoken trips. Call (052) 211-1772 


SEA TOPIA DIVING CENTER, INC. 

593 Isa, Ginowan City, Okinawa, Japan 
Custom made wetsuits, PADI instruction. 
Sales, repair, 3,000 psi air station, indoor pool. 


MEDITERRANEAN 


CYDIVE CYPRUS 61-34271 
1 Poseidon Ave., Kato Paphos Tix: 5337 
PADI 5-STAR IDC & BSAC recog. courses, Rental. 

Dive trips daily. Discount sales. 


MEXICO 


AA1 SCUBA CANCUN, U.S. REP: (504)899-8687 LA/ (800) 348-9101 
Box 517, Cancun, Q.R., Mex 77500 (988) 4 23 36/3 10 11 
Ex. Com. & military diver 30+ yrs. div., PADI, CMAS, Master Instr. 

5 Star Train. Facil./chmbr. & Pkgs: Air & hotel & div. & tours. 


AAA AQUA TOURS S.A. 52(988)30400 
P.O. Box 528, Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500 30227 or 31137 
Dive Mexican Caribbean. Daily trips to Isla Mujeres, Cancun 

& Cozumel. Instruction, rentals, pkgs. and group rates. 


A DIVE HOLIDAY IN COZUMEL 800/634-3483 
12325 Zavalla, Houston, TX 77085 713/729-3483 
Direct link, best price in pkg. Includes: unltd. beach & night boat 
dives, reliable, full travel svc., daily fast boat svc. 7 days a week. 


AKUMAL DIVE SHOP—4 Instructors PADI/NAUI/SSI certs & 
10 specialties. Full service center 15 years on the Mexican 
Caribbean. Rentals, photo, trips, snorkeling, fishing. 

Dick Blanchard, Postal 1345, Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500. 


AQUA SAFARI Box 41, Cozumel, Mexico. Safety since 1966 
Trips/Rentals/Repairs NAUI-PADI checkouts & Instruction 

Call us direct for less than $3.00 at 1 529 872 0101 

Poseidon Ventures in Ca. (800) 854-9334 *ENGLISH SPOKEN* 


BAJA diving, FANTASIA DIVERS 800-336-DIVE; TX 713-558-9524 
Loreto dive &/or hotel accommodations. Complete watersport 

facility specializing in scuba, fishing & sailing. Experienced 

PADI & NAUI instructors. Call for brochures and reservations. 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS, INC. (outsd. CA) 800/843-6967 
2625 Garnet St, San Diego, CA 92109 619/581-3311 
Baja’s Sea of Cortez Diving Expeditions aboard 

the BAJA EXPLORADOR and DON JOSE. 


BAJA/SEA OF CORTEZ—CABO ACUADEPORTES S.A. DE C.V. 

P.O. Box 136, Cabo San Lucas, BCS, Mex. (684) 30662, 30663 
All watersports—sail, windsurf, parasail, canoes, fishing. 

Cabo’s only NAUI Pro-Facility, PADI Int'l Trng. Facility. 

BOOK DIRECT WITH REPS 

Lowest cost dive packages. La Ceiba, La Perla, Barracuda, Galapago 
Inn & La Plaza hotels. 13 yrs. Cozumel exp. Full-time Cozumel 
on-site rep. USA office: Wash. 206/441-3483 or Nat'l 800/247-3483. 


052-211-1772 


(052) 211-1772 


09889-2-5567 


CABO DIVERS 706/843-0747 
P.O. Box 61, Cabo San Lucas, B.C.S., Mexico 

PADI Certified Instructor & Divemaster 

Instruction, air, rentals, dive boat. 

CASA DEL MAR DE ZIHUATANEJO (743) 4-21-19 


Paseo del Pescador #20, Local 6, Zihuatanejo, Gro. 
Dive the Pacific in Ixtapa, Zihuatanejo. Full dvg. svs. Cert. 
instr., U/W photo., snorkeling, SCUBA lessons, air, mtl., spec. trips. 


CEDAM DIVE CENTER at AVENTURAS AKUMAL 800/468-6224 
Mike Madden/Apartado Postal 1341 Cancun, Q. Roo, Mexico 77500 
Mexico’s only PADI Five Star Instructor Development Center 

Cavern Dives, Daily Reef Dives, PADI Certs., Cenotes and Fun! 


CHICO'S DIVE SHOP Telephone 2-18-95, 2-16-63 
Paseo Diaz Ordaz 772, Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico 

Call for reservations for large groups. 50 complete diving 

tours, instruction, rentals, sales, resort courses. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE HOTEL US 800/351-1622 
P.O. Box 1976, El Paso, TX 79950 TX 915/584-3552 
PADI certs., uncrowded diving, bilingual dive pkg. w/meals, hotel 
incl. from $51.50/day/person, rentals, 60 miles south of Cancun. 


CLUB AKUMAL CARIBE—KAPAALUA DIVING CENTER—English, 
Spanish, German spoken. Dive pkg. w/meals & hotel incl. from 
$52.00/day/person. Equipment rentals, Deep Sea Fishing, Diving 

trips to Cozumel, Snorkeling Tours, Kayaks, Windsurfing. 

CLUB FIESTA de SAN CARLOS, MEXICO (US) 602/323-4670 
338 W. Drachman, Tucson, AZ 85705 ; 

$3900.00 buys a wk. of San Carlos, Mex. every yr. for life. 

Tax deductible membership, up to 4 person occupancy. 





COZUMEL—BEACHFRONT HOUSE 

4 Bedroom, 5 bath house on its own private beach. Cook, 
maid. Air-conditioned, telephone, airport reception. 

High season $1750 per week. Low season $1150. 212/254-5623 


COZUMEL: HOTEL CLUB DEL SOL 800/228-6112 
Excellent diving coral garden TX 713/475-0890 
Restaurant/bar & jacuzzi 

Dive shop. 


COZUMEL—BEACHFRONT HOUSE 

4 bedroom, 4 bathroom, air-conditioned, cook, maid, 
gardener. Dive boat pick up at our dock. 

High season $2,250.00. Low season $1,250.00. 212/254-5623 


COZUMEL-HOUSE FOR RENT-AFFORDABLE LUXURY 313/823-1555 
Debra Steiner, 15311 E. Jefferson, Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230 

3 BR, 3 baths (1 is a master bdrm. suite), AC, pool, maid, 

quality furnished, full modern kitchen, excellent location. $750/wk. 


DISCOVER COZUMEL DIVING (987) 2-02-80 
P.O. Box 75, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 

UNLIMITED Scuba Diving Services. Super Hotel & Dive Pks. 

For info: in USA, contact CONNIE at 1-800-328-5285. 


DISCOVER COZUMEL HOTEL & DIVE OPERATION _— (987) 2-02-80 
P.O. Box 268, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 

NEW 80 A/C rooms, complete dive facility, Air/Hotel/Dive pkgs. 

Grp. rates. Exclusive agents: GO DIVING, INC. (1-800-328-5285) MN. 


DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL The Best There Is! 
The best in personalized service. For a wealth of free 

info. & reservations call our USA Office (800) 247-3483, 

(206) 441-3483 or write 170 Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109. 


GALAPAGO INN/SCUBA COZUMEL (011-52) (987) 20663/20627 
P.O. Box 289, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600. U.S. 800/847-5708 
Beachfront dive resort, complete facilities with a professional 

staff. 15 years experience catering to the serious diver. 
HOUSE FOR RENT—COZUMEL 

Rex Walker, 3100 Airport Road, Boulder, CO 80301 

3 bedroom houses, one bedroom cottages, luxury furnished 
from $200/week, maids, A/C/car, scuba guide. 


303/442-0258 


LUXURY CONDOS. COZUMEL 800/345-7976 
Studio, 1 BR/2BR, A/C, Pool, Jacuzzi 

Kitchen, Daily Maid, Bed/bath Linens 

Ocean View. From $75 per day double. 

MARISLA II, LA PAZ, B.C. 619/755-0375 


P.O. Box 2248, Del Mar, CA 92014-1548 
Luxury diving in the Sea of Cortez (see Dec. ’85 Undercurrent). 
Unlimited diving aboard 121’ ship, 8 dbl. staterooms, xint. food. 


MICHELLE’S DIVE SHOP (987)2-09-47 
P.O. Box 75, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico 77600 

UNLIMITED Scuba Diving Services. Super Hotel & Dive Pkgs. 

For info: in USA, contact CONNIE at 1-800-328-5285. 


MULEGE DIVERS 

Madero #45, Mulege, Baja, California Sur, Mexico 
Guided underwater tours, air, service, equipment 
rental and sales. PADI certification classes. 


PLAYA MAYA DIVERS, COZUMEL U.S. REP: 800/348-9101 
Beach Club & PADI Training Facil. fast boats/custom 

diving/10 minutes to the reefs/personalized services. 

Total Packages: Air & hotel & div. & tours. (LA)504/899-8687 


TONY TATE’S COZUMEL U/W VIDEO SERVICE (987)2-14-44 
P.O. Box 30, Cozumel, Q. Roo, Mexico Divers! What's 
Cozumel's best souvenir? An U/W Video of your dives. Call 

for demos. & appts. U/W camera rental & pre-records available. 


MICRONESIA 


BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP (Tel. 796) P.O. Box 429, Truk Lagoon, 
E. Caroline 96942. Dv. into WWII history of oper. hailstorm w/ 

Mr. Kimiuo Aisek, world known prof. dvr., witness & founder of 

the wrecks. Compl. svs. w/best in “reef” & “wrecks” dvg. 


BOOK DIRECT WITH REPS. 

Custom packages to Truk, Palau & Ponape. Indiv. & Group packages. 
We handle air, hotels, diving, transfers, etc. Phone USA office 

at Wash. 206/441-3483 or Nat'l 800/247-3483. 


DIVE TRUK and/or PALAU 

Superb live-aboard or hotel-based dive adventures. 
U.S. agent designs your special tour. 

50 Francisco St, 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133 


MICRONESIA AQUATICS OF TRUK LAGOON 

P.O. Box 57, Truk Lagoon, E. Caroline Islands 96942 

Individual & group tours arranged. Professional guides 

for diving & U/W photography. Complete dive services. 

THE VILLAGE 797 
P.O. Box 339, Ponape, Micronesia 96941. Telex: 6803 
Resort hotel, restaurant, tours, spectacular diving, 

private thatched bungalows with waterbeds, fabulous food. 


NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
a ee ee 


DIVE STATIA-THE OLD GIN HOUSE 

St. Eustatius, Netherlands Antilles 

Full service dive facility. Daily dive trips, airfills, 
rentals, groups. Gourmet dining in historic setting. 


415/434-3400 


011-599-3-2348 
(U.S.) 702/883-8600 
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LEROY FRENCHS’ OCEAN EXPLORERS PH: 011-599-545252 
Simpson Bay, St. Maarten, Dutch West Indies 
Complete dive shop. NAUI Instruction. 25 Years Experience. 


Air fills, rentals, daily dive trips, groups. 

MAHO DIVE CENTER 

Mullet Bay Resort, Saint Maarten, Neth. Ant., D.W.I. 
Good diving, fine dining, casinos, discos, shopping 
NAUI/PADI; VISA/MC; dive, relax, enjoy sunny St. Maarten. 

SABA DEEP N.V.—ADVANCED DIVE CENTER 011-599-4-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Saba, Netherlands Antilles, Dutch West Indies 

Saba’s Original Dive Shop. PADI/NAU! Instructors 
“You've dived the rest, now dive the best.” 

SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 

Windwardside, Saba, Netherlands Antilles 

Full service dive facility. Variety of beautiful reefs. 
Captain’s Quarters: Deluxe Accomm. set in tropical paradise. 


011-599-54-4387 


011-599-4-2246 
800/328-5285 


UNDERWATER CURACAO. Located at Seaquarium. 599-9-616666 
P.O. Box 3102, Curacao, Netherlands Antilles. 800/328-5285 
Dive the new destination for exper'd, begin. & 800/782-5247 


non-divers. Instr/dly trips/rntl/sls/repair/dive pkgs/Grp. disc. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


JAIS ABEN RESORT PTY. LTD. 82-3311 
P.O. Box 105, Madang, Papua New Guinea Tix: NE82716 
Dive coral reefs & WWII wrecks within 15 min. of resort. 

Complete packages, 3 boat dives daily, NAUI facility. 


PNG DIVE SERVICES U.S. REP 800/443-0799 
Personalized itineraries for resorts/boats 

Jais Aben/Reef Explorer/Walindi/Telita/Avoro 

Call the people who have dived there ADVENTURE EXPRESS 


RABUAL DIVE & TOUR SERVICES Telex: KAIVUNA 92982 
P.O. Box 1128, Rabual E.N.B., Papua New Guinea 213/655-5225 
Combine the superb setting & reefs of (outside CA) 800/544-DIVE 
Walindi Resort with the exciting WW II Wrecks of Rabaul. 


The Best of Papua New Guinea (800) DIVE-NOW (212) 599-0886 
The Halsteads—Superb live-aboard dive boat, 65’ TELITA. 

Unlimited diving, 10 guests. Unique extension touring. Groups & 
Individuals. Professional diving services by LA MER. 


TROPICAL DIVING ADVENTURES PTY. LTD. 257429 
P.O. Box 1644, Boroko, Papua New Guinea Tix: NE22380 
66’ charter dive vessel, 36’ dive launch, NAUI Pro Facility. 


Bob & Dinah Halstead, Papua New Guinea’s sport il: specialists. 
PHILIPPINES 


ADVENTURES WITH PHILIPPINE DIVE VERSIONS 

Diving Adventures: Live-aboard and land-based 

1383 Campanilla, Makati, Manila, Phil. Tlx: 63199 ETPIMO PN 
U.S.: ADVENTURE EXPRESS 415/442-0799, 800/443-0799 


CARFEL SEAVENTURE, INC. Telex #66801 CSE PN 
1786 A. Mabini St., Malate, Manila, Phils. 

Dive the world famous Apo Reef/Sulu Sea & more 

Live-aboard accom., unlimited diving, best guides. 


PUERTO RICO 


CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS, INC. Since 1963 
Captain Greg Korwek, NAUI Instr. #166 809/728-6606 
La Concha Hotel, Box 4195, San Juan, PR 00905 809/723-4740 
Best boat diving, scuba instruction, sailing charters. 


CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 809/721-0303 ext. 3447 
Caribe Hilton Int'l, P.O. Box 1872, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00903 
Best reef dvg. in San Juan. NAU! & PADI instr., sales. Enclosed 
reef or cave dives (4 x’s daily). Live-aboard cruises 60’ Feadship. 


CORAL HEAD DIVERS at PALMAS DEL MAR 809/850-7208 
Box CUHF, Humacao, P.R. 00661. Complete Scuba 800/255-8348 
facility including two custom built motor vessels. Exquisite 

diving plus a great variety of other activities at a unique resort. 


DORADO MARINE CENTER, INC. 809/796-4645 
P.O. Box 705, Dorado, P.R. 00646 

Daily day/night diving and snorkeling trips, NAUI instr. 

Shells, souvenirs, NAUI Pro Facility, Pro Shop. 


“LA CUEVA SUBMARINA” Training Ctr. 809/872-3903 or 872-1094 
2nd Level, Galerias Mall, Box 151, Isabela, PR 00662 (Daily trs.) 
Snorkeling/scuba instr., trips/rentals. Tmg./Pro Facil. NAUI- 
PADI-NASE-CMAS. Day/nt./cavern & deep dive. Special grp. disc. 
PARGUERA DIVERS TRNG. CTR. 809/899-4171 
Box 514, Lajas, P.R. 00667 

Discover the magic of a virgin world at a secluded resort. 

Great Accommodations—Dive Packages—Pro Shop. 


RED SEA 


Aquasport Int'l Red Sea Diving Centre Ltd. (059) 72788, 74877 
Coral Beach, P.O. Box 300, Eilat, Israel 88102 Tix: 7752 AQUAS IL 
Dolphin Expeditions: “The Best Of The Red Sea” PADI 5 Star Facil. 
Safari, cruise, dive, windsurf, resort & advanced instruction. 
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DIVE SUDAN, SHARM-EL-SHEIKH 415/434-3400 


Superb live-aboard dive cruises; 2-18 divers 


_ US. agent for local dive operators. 


50 Francisco St. 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


FANTASEA-HOWARD ROSENSTEIN'S 85 FT. LIVE-ABOARD 
dive travel at its best for individuals and groups. 

15 Years experience. Departures from Eilat and Sharem. 
P.O. Box 420 Herzlia Bet, Israel 46130. Tel. 053-666482 


RED SEA DIVERS, SHARM DIVING, AQUAMARIN, Sharm-el-Sheikh 
768385. Dahab Diving Tel. Nuweiba Diving 768832. Tix. 94002 
OHTEG UN. HO. 32 Sabry Abu Alam St, Cairo 770200-770301 
Diving, eg. lab, windsurf, glass bottom boat, safari, hotels. 


RED SEA DIVING SPECIALISTS (800) 348-3669 (212) 599-0886 
85’ dive boat from Israel to Egypt. Fabled Ras Muhammad and Tiran 
Straits. Professional dive travel services. Booking individuals 

and groups. 8 day program—$1500 & 14 day program~$2500. 


RED SEA SPORTS CLUB Tel: 059-79685/76569 
King Solomon's Palace & Caravan Hotel Eilat, Israel 

Equip., sales, courses, boat & shore dives, boats, U/W photo 

seafari, windsurfing and all water sports. 


SAUDI DIVERS Telephone: (02) 691 7956 
P.O. Box 6996, Jeddah, 21452, Saudi Arabia 

Scuba equipment, sales, repair, rental, dive guides, 

U/W video, dive trips, PADI Training Facility. 


SOLOMON ISLANDS 


DIVE SOLOMONS (Anuha/Uepi) & VANUATU 

Virgin reefs/fantastic wrecks/sheer dropoffs from resorts. 
U.S. agent for local dive operators. 

50 Francisco St. 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133. 


ISLAND DIVE SERVICES, LTD. 22103 
P.O. Box 414, Honiara, Solomon Islands 

Dive the WWII Wrecks of Guadalcanal & The Walls 

& Reefs of the South Pacific. Full Facil. Thx: HQ66315. 


SOUTH PACIFIC 


CORALHEAD DIVING Hadqtrs.—Box 211, Nuku'alofa, Tonga-Ph. 22176. 
Full SCUBA support at all local Resorts. PADI Training Facil. 

USD Auth. Dealer, Repairs, Full Rntls. & Clean Air. 

27' “African Queen” & 17’ “White Knuckles” to serve you. 


DIVE FlJl and TAHITI 415/434-3400 
Taveuni, Qamea, Ste Reta, Manihi, Rangiroa, Kaveka. 

U.S. agent for custom designed vacations. 

50 Francisco St, 205A, San Francisco, CA 94133, 


Galapagos—Unique Diving/Snorkeling (800) 348-3669 (212) 599-0886 
Enjoy lizards, seals, sharks, penguins and more. Superb, new 66’ 
diving yacht, A/C, 12 guests. Custom travel services for groups & 
individuals. 8 day economy program $1500 & 14 day program $2700. 


LA MER DIVING SEAFARI, INC. (800) 348-3669 (212) 599-0886 
We dive the South Pacific everyday. Fiji, Australia, Maldives, Papua 
New Guinea, Solomons, Galapagos. Specially designed group tours 
for 4-10 divers & photographers on selected live-aboard boats. 


OCEAN VOYAGES, INC. 415/332-4681 
1709 Bridgeway, Sausalito, CA 94965 Telex: 470561 SAIL Ul 
Dive fabulous Cocos Island, $1625 Per Person. Also 
Galapagos/Tahiti/BVI/Philippines/Red Sea for groups 4 to 10. 


PAIHIA DIVE, HIRE & CHARTER (0885) 27551 
P.O. Box 210, Paihia, Bay of Islands, New Zealand 

Pro dive store, rentals, sales, service, PADI instruction, 

boat charters. Single or group bookings. 

TONGA™—Fantastic, unique & pure virgin diving. Mammoth 

cave systems, dropoffs, 200+ feet average visibility. 

Air/land/dive packages. Tropical Adventures, 170 

Denny Way, Seattle, WA 98109. Nat'l (800) 247-3483. 


THAILAND 


FANTASEA DIVERS/Yacht ANDAMAN EXPLORER-Similian Isl. 
Patong Beach, Box 74, Phuket 83000, Thailand PH: 076321309 

Tix 69513 shpserv th, attn. Fantasea. PADI facility 

USA Rep.: (800) 443-0799 Thailand Experts/ADVENTURE EXPRESS 


PHUKET DIVERS CO. LTD. TLX. 65543 PKDIVER TH 
7/70 Poonpon Rd., Phuket 83000 Thailand 
Snorkeling, Diving Equipment Rentals, Boat Charters With Our Own 
Yacht 73’ Diana to Pipi & Similan Isl. 

SEAFARI-largest dv. ctr. in S.E.A.'s major fun resort 038/419060 
Pattaya Beach Resort, Thailand Cable: ROGADEN Tix: 85909 TH 
PADI 5 Star Instr. Devi. Center/All level certs/11 specs, ist aid/CPR 
Tropical/wreck dives. Sls., svs., rentals, pure air, windurf., accom. 
SUBMARINE DIVERS Intern. Diving Center, Kata-Karon Beach 

P.O. Box 101, 83000 Phuket/Thailand, Tix: 69513 SHPSERV Attn: 
Subm.D., Diving Tours & Expedition 1-7 days, 2 Dive-Boats (65 ft.) 
PADI Training Fac. Write now for free color brochure. 


TURKS & CAICOS 


415/434-3400 


TEL. (076) 215738 


THIRD TURTLE INN 

Providenciales, Turks & Caicos Islands 

A small resort in a class by itself. PADI dive shop. 3 
dive boats, group rates avail. gourmet dining, luxurious accom. 

SEA DANCER, PETER HUGHES DIVING 800/367-3484, 607/277-3484 
Peter Hughes Diving/Divi Hotels, 520 W. State St, Ithaca, NY 14850 
Live-aboard 110’ spacious floating dive resort. Unlimited diving/on- 
board compressors & photo lab. 7 night pkgs. out of Grand Turk. 


U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Nien ie ieee ey Oe ea | 
A-SCUBA SHACK, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 800/722-DIVE 
Totally self-contained scuba resort, 40’ dive boat, only dive 

resort offering Air/Land/Dive pkgs. From $593.00 & up. Resort 
courses avail. We dive 7 days/wk. Full Dive shop. Out island trips. 


AQUA ACTION 809/775-6285 
P.O. Box 12138, Charlotte Amalie, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Scuba, Instruction, windsurfing. Custom dive & snorkeling 
tours with personality! Boutique, sales and service. 
CARIBBEAN SEA ADVENTURES 

P.O. Box 3881, Christiansted, St. Croix, U.S.V.I. 00820 
4 Dive boats to walls, drop offs, Buck Island Natl. Park. 
Individuals or groups, package rates available. 


CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 
41-6-1 Estate Frydenhoj, St. Thomas, USVI 00802 
Full svs. NAUI pro facility, personal svs., quality guaranteed, 


42' custom dive boat. Send for VI diving info, packet. 

CINNAMON BAY CAMPGROUND & WATERSPORTS CENTER 

PADI Certified Instruction, Shipwrecks, Reef Dives. 

5 Days accommodation and 5 dives $400.00 per person, 

Includes all equipment. 809/776-6458 


CONDOS FOR RENT 800/874-0009 
St. Thomas, St. Croix, Cayman, Hawaii, Keys. 

Over 800 privately owned units, 1-3 bedrooms. 

Moderate to luxury. 


CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO., INC./PRO DIVE CENTER 

P.O. Box 252, St. John, U.S.V.I. 00830 809/776-6234 
PADI! 5-Star Training Facility, full service store, dive pkgs. 

Daily reef & wreck dives, certifications & training completion. 

DIVE EXPERIENCE, INC. 809/773-3307 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

Custom Dive Boat--PADI 5 Star Training Facility 

Introductory dives to instructors course. Hotel packages. 


DIVER BOB SHINNER'S “LOW KEY DIVE TOURS” 809/776-6042 
Box 431, St John, U.S.V.I. 00830 

PADI training facility. Diving for beginners through experts. 

Small groups, personal attention. 

JOE VOGEL DIVING CO.—EX—UDT Center. 809/775-7610 
P.O. Box 7322, St. Thomas, USVI 00801 

Oldest cert'd diving school in USVI. Joe conducts all scuba instr., 
day, night, wreck dives & snorkel tours. U/W photo. Pers. service. 


REEF DIVERS 1-800-524-2096 
P.O. Box 9531, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 00801 

40' Glass Bottom Dive Boat. Scuba instr., guided tours, 

snorkeling, sailing, other island tours, car rentals. 


SAIL & DIVE THE U.S. & BRITISH ISLES ON THE EVENTIDE 

A personalized cruise with Capt./Divemaster Bob Even. 
Compressor/Tanks/Dive Gear incl. 7 days: $800 per person 

based on 4 persons. Call free: Vi Scuba/Sail 800/524-2005. 

SEA SHADOWS SCUBA 809/778-3850 
P.O. Box 505, Cane Bay, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

Full service center @ Cane Bay. Air, rentals, sales, instruction 

& tours of spectacular drop-off walls of the north shore. 


800/323-7600 
312/655-5678 


809/773-5922 


809/775-7320 


V.I. DIVERS LTD. 809/773-6045 
Pan Am Pavilion, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00820 

Full service dive shop, NAUI & PADI, hotel packages. 

40’ dive boat. Diving St. Croix since 1971. 

V.I. DIVING SCHOOLS/SUPPLIES, INC. 809/774-8687 
P.O. Box 9707, St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00801-3400 809/774-7368 


Sales, tours, classes, rentals, repairs, air, U/W cameras, dive boat. 
SSI, NAUI, PADI, YMCA, IDEA: skin diver thru instructor. 


WEST INDIES 


ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/454-7355 
P.O. Box 216, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies Telex: 0398-6370 
Dive packages, accom., bars, restaurant, snorkel, resort courses, 

air, rentals. Compl. windsurf, sailing, tennis. 800/328-5285 


ANTIGUA, WEST INDIES—DIVE RUNAWAY 809/462-1318 
P.O. Box 874 1 class boat diving (wreck, reef, 
night, etc.) Accommodations, restaurant, BBQ, 365 beautiful 

beaches. PADI Training Facility. Low summer rates. 


DIVE ST. VINCENT 809/457-4714 
P.O. Box 864, St. Vincent, West Indies 809/457-4409 
Diving with a personal touch. Full service shop, NAUI, PADI, 

NASE, CMAS. Non-cattle boat diving. Dive packages available. 
TROPICAL DIVERS & WATERSPORTS 809/458-3222 
Friendship Bay Resort Hotel, Box 9, Bequia, The Grenadines 

(VHF68) PADI courses, dive on coral reefs & wrecks. Full water- 
sports, BBQ & Jump-up Sat. Join the fun! 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DOUG PERRINE 


hen the owner of a diving operation on 

Florida’s east coast asked me if I'd like 
to come on one of her weekly shark dives, | 
had no qualms about accepting the invitation. 
In my days as a spearfisherman I'd had plenty 
of experience with sharks. After having taken 
up photography | was itching to get pictures of 
them. | assumed the dive would be on a 60-80 
foot deep reef as are most of the dives in the 
area. ASSsume—now there’s an interesting 
word. Notice how many times it crops up in 
this story. 

| also assumed that it would be a drift dive 
and in this | was correct. |’d done this a couple 
of times before so !| knew how it worked, | 
thought. Since | wouldn't be wasting any ener- 
gy kicking, | assumed the 2,000 psi in my 72 
cubic feet tank would be plenty for whatever 
profile we did. | carried the tank past the fill 
station and put it on the boat. 

On the way to the dive site the divemaster 
began the briefing. | squinted at the lad as he 
began his speech. He looked like he was fresh 
out of his instructor’s course, and probably not 
a day more than 20. What could the young up- 
start have to say that could be of any value to 
someone such as myself with years of diving 
experience? My eyes began to open wider as 
he explained that this was to be a deep de- 
compression dive—140 feet for 20 minutes 
with 20 minutes of decompression. My first 
thought was | didn’t have enough air. My sec- 
ond thought was, “‘He’s looking at me. Try not 
to look scared.”’ In retrospect, | provided proof 
of a psychologist’s statement | had read in a 
magazine article, that most people would rath- 
er die than look foolish. The divemaster contin- 
ued his briefing, mandating that we were to 
dive as a group, rather than in buddy teams. 
After 10 minutes the no decompression limit 
would be reached and anyone who didn’t have 
1,000 psi should go straight up to be picked 
up by the boat. After that you were committed 
for the entire dive and decompression. 

| knew | didn't have enough air for all that, 
but | saw no reason to cut the dive short at 10 
minutes. | would just continue until | started to 
run low, go up and do my decompression, 
then surface. I'd been planning my own dives 
for years and | could handle the situation. | as- 
sumed the reason they asked people to sur- 
face at 10 minutes or stay with the group was 
they thought we couldn’t figure out our own 
decompression or would be afraid to do it 
alone. | could have asked, but that might have 
made me look foolish. So, | Kept my mouth 
shut and didn’t advise him of my low air sup- 
ply. No need to worry him and especially not 
to let him think / was worried. 

On. the dive | found | had to swim hard to 
keep up with the group. With my inexperience 
in this type of diving | hadn't yet learned to rise 
off the bottom to ride the faster current to catch 
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up. At 140 feet the density of the air was mak- 
ing it a lot of work just to suck air out of my 
regulator and | was breathing pretty hard. Nev- 
ertheless, at 10 minutes | had, well a/most had, 
1,000 psi. | decided to stay a couple of more 
minutes to try and get some photographs, then 
head up to 10 feet and do a few minutes of de- 
compression under the red surface float. 

By this time | was getting cold. In no time | 
was down to 800 psi and | went over to signal 
the divemaster | was going up. He shook his 
head, pointed to his watch and held up first 
one finger, then two fingers. | assumed he was 





Eager to photograph sharks and not look 
foolish, the author didn’t ask questions. 


trying to tell me that we would be going up in 
one or two minutes. | thought of asking him to 
write out his message on my handy slate and 
| thought of showing him my gauge, but | de- 
cided to just act cool and wait for him to bring 
the group up. | realized, though, that every 
minute | stayed down | was not only using 
more air, but also adding to the time | would 
have to decompress. 

| tried to stay above the group, but now | dis- 
covered the layered current effect—to avoid 
flying past everyone else | had to stay at the 
same depth. My air dropped to 600 psi then 
400. Now | was at a critical juncture. | wasn't 
sure | had enough air left to do my decompres- 
sion. |f | went up alone there would be no octo- 
pus for me to grab if | ran out. The other choice 
was to stay down until someone else came up 
with me. | swam to the divemaster’s side, 
picked up his octopus and shoved it in my 
mouth, still trying to look cool and collected. 

When | checked my new host's air supply, 
| flipped. | had assumed he would have plenty. 
After all, that’s what he was there for, right? 
Nope, he had the same steel 72 tank as every- 
one else and he was down to 7/00 psi. We 
were still at 140 feet and there was no way 
there was enough air for both of us. | knew 
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what was happening as his regulator began to 
screech, my lungs screamed for air and my 
head grew dizzy. I'd seen divers panic before 
and it was not a pretty sight. | lowered my head 
SO no one would see my eyes force the face- 
plate off my mask. 

‘Breathe slowly!’ | told my body. ‘‘No 
way!’ my body answered back. “You just 
condemned me to spend the next 50 years in 
a wheelchair. I’m not taking orders from you 
anymore!’’ The divemaster’s gauge was drop- 
ping like a barometer in front of a hurricane. 
We had already passed the 20 minute mark 
and still he was rising so slowly that | Knew we 
would never reach the surface. At 120 feet he 
was down to 400 psi and at the rate | was 
breathing | would empty that tank and convert 
the air into crippling nitrogen bubbles in about 
five more breaths. 

Suddenly my savior appeared. The owner of 
the operation must have been alerted by the 
clouds of bubbles and swam over with octo- 
pus outstretched. This woman was well known 
for her ability to spend long periods of time un- 
derwater without any appreciable consump- 
tion of compressed air. True to form, she still 
had more than one-half a tank of air left. My 
breathing rate slowed as we ascended to the 
10 foot decompression stop. After more than 
20 long minutes at this depth we surfaced and 
| reveled in the smell of fresh air and the ability 
to move my arms and legs. 

On the boat | asked the divemaster why he 
hadn’t let me surface when | first indicated that 
intent to him and why he kept us down so long 
after telling me that we would go up in ‘‘one or 
two minutes.”’ 

“| didn’t mean you couldn't go up,” he said, 
‘‘l was just telling you that you had to decom- 
press at 10 feet (one finger) for 20 minutes 
(two fingers).’’ He also explained why divers 
were asked to surface at 10 minutes if they 
weren't prepared to stay the whole dive: The 
faster current at the surface makes it almost 
impossible to stay above the divers on the bot- 
tom, so any diver decompressing by himself is 
swept away from the group—and away from 
the float—and may miss being picked up by 
the boat. 

So, | had learned something, although | re- 
flected on how much more useful that knowl- 
edge would have been if | had obtained it be- 
fore the dive. | had also learned some lessons 
about pride and humility; about the importance 
of a thorough orientation when diving outside 
your home turf; and about dive planning and 
the importance of all those little rules they 
teach you, such as having extra tanks for de- 
compression. The most important lesson was 
so simple it should have come as a matter of 
common sense, rather than being learned at 
the expense of a near loss of life: ‘‘If you don’t 
Know, a@Sk!”’ »¢% 
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Professional scuba diving equipments 


INTRODUCING THE NEW DISTRIBUTION: 
Cressi Sub U.S.A. Inc., 10 Reuten Drive, Closter, NJ 07624 
PHONE: 201-784-1005 





E At last, a BCJ you won't 
swim around in. 


Somewhere along the line, dive manufac- 
turers seem to have forgotten that women are 
built differently than men. But not Tabata. 

Our new 100-series Liberator jackets in 
smaller sizes are designed to fit women more 
comfortably. A new tank band holds the tank 
more securely. And an adjustable padded 
shoulder harness decreases fatigue while 
relieving strain. Even the arm holes have been 
cut bigger to allow for maximum arm move- 
ment. All this in a bladderless jacket that’s easy 
to control and easy to keep clean. 

Tabata Liberator BCJ’s. For uninhibited diving 
pleasure. . 
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